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INTRODUCTION. 

Firstly, I would like to apologise for the late publication ofthe 1995 London Bird Report; 
unfortunately Mark Hardwick, due to pressures of work, has been unable to find the 
time to complete the editing of the report. It is worth restating the fact that the London 
Bird Report is (as are all county reports) compiled entirely by volunteers who sacrifice 
their free time to collate and sort all the records. Let there be no doubt about the massive 
amount of work that is involved in its compilation - many hundreds of hours are required 
to produce the satisfactory end result. It has taken me almost two months of non-stop 
work to complete this year’s report - and that after returning from work and during 
weekends. Mark has edited five quite excellent reports over the last five years and every 
reader of this journal will vouch for that and will wish to thank him for a job well done. It 
should not be forgotten that the appearance of future issues of this report is dependent on 
finding suitable volunteers to carry out the many arduous tasks involved in its production. 

Due to the problems we have faced this year the committee discussed at length the 
future editorial structure for the LBR. It has become clear that the job is now too big for 
one person to handle, so we are re-organising responsibilities. In future the editorial tasks 
will be shared by Mark Hardwick and myself - Mark will be responsible for the systematic 
list and I will be responsible for the rest of the report, including the papers. We will ensure 
that the 1996 report is published at the normal time in November or December 1997. In 
addition I am delighted to announce that Mike McDonnell has agreed to take on the 
future photographic responsibilities as Photographic Editor and Jan Wilczur has agreed to 
handle all future artistic contributions as Art Editor - both will be pleased to receive 
potential contributions for future reports (their addresses can be found on p.5). 
Photographs or drawings submitted to the recorders as part of the recording process will 
of course be passed on, if they are felt to be suitable for publication. 

There have also been a number of teething problems with the society’s computerised 
recording system - COBRA, but this now working well and will be a great aid in the 
future. We can now certainly process far more records, far more efficiently than was the 
case when all records were kept on hand-written sheets. Indeed, the database already 
holds in excess of 60,000 records for 1994 and 1995 alone, which provides an idea of the 
sheer volume of the modern recording process - the ability of a computer to collate and 
sort these records 1s invaluable. 

There is one key change to the recording team this year. After five years as ‘Essex in 
London’ recorder as well as the joint recorder for the whole county of Essex, Mike Dennis 
has been replaced in that capacity by David Lambert. Mike is the crucial link between the 
~ LNHS and the Essex Birdwatching and Preservation Society and I am pleased to say that 
he will remain on the records committee. I would like to give Mike a big vote of thanks 
on behalf of the LNHS for all his hard work in the past and, we hope, lots more hard 
work in the future! David is of course given a warm welcome. Whilst Nigel Wheatley 
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was never a recorder he has been a very helpful member of the editorial board and 
records committee for many years. Nigel has now moved to St Agnes on the Isles of 
Scilly and has therefore resigned from the Committee. Again, thanks go to Nigel for all 
his help over the years. 

The ongoing process of updating and improving the presentation and content of the 
LBR continues and we are very keen to hear any suggestions from readers for future 
improvements. 

The number of contributors of ornithological records remains at a healthy level. This 
is most encouraging but we know that there are still London birdwatchers out there who 
do not contribute their records and we strongly urge them to do so. A guide for contributors 
of ornithological records which lists the type of records required by the Society is published 
at the end of this report. Many of the passerines in particular are very under-recorded. 
There have been several recent changes to the list of species for which we require detailed 
descriptions or brief identification notes and all contributors should check the guide before 
submitting records. It would be helpful if descriptions are submitted automatically with 
records when required. 

I am extremely grateful to Pete Naylor for stepping in at short notice to help with the 
compilation of the Review of the Year, to David Lambert for compiling Appendix | and II 
and also to Tony Morris for compiling the table of First and Last Dates for Regular Migrants; 
in addition Tony provided invaluable help by ‘scanning’ many typewritten sheets onto his 
computer and then returning them to me on disks - thus saving me many hours of computer 
inputting. 

Local avifaunal studies are well represented in this report with papers covering both 
Kensington Gardens, by Roy Sanderson and Hampton Court Park, by Dr D.A. McNeil; in 
addition there is a further update on the Breeding Bird Survey in London during 1995 by 
Derek Coleman, as well as the regular Ringing Report by Phillip Jones. I would like to 
extend my thanks to all of them. 
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Recording Arrangements 


The area covered by this Report, conventionally known as ‘the London Area’, is the 
area within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The Area covers the whole of Greater London 
and parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 
However, for continuity of recording, Watsonian vice-counties are used in this 
Report instead of the present administrative areas (but note that vice-counties 
18 and 19, South and North Essex, are lumped together as Essex). The vice-county 
boundaries are shown on the map of the Area which follows. There is also a 
special recording zone for Inner London. This is a rectangular area, five miles 
north to south, eight miles east to west, centred on the site of the old Charing Cross 
on the south side of Trafalgar Square, which covers parts of Middx, Surrey and, 
just, Kent. A detailed Map of the Area together with a Gazetteer of Sites appears 
on pages 7 to 13. 

The names used in this Report for certain sites are not shown on, or differ from 
those on, Ordnance Survey maps. Please consult the Gazetteer of Sites if in any doubt. It 
would be helpful if these names could be used by observers when submitting records. A 
National Ordnance Survey Grid Reference should be given in any difficult or doubtful 
case. 

All records of interest are welcome, from LNHS members and non-members 
alike. These include information on the local status of common species, breeding 
records, notes on migration (including first and last dates and main movements), 
regular counts of wintering populations and notes on behaviour and on the occurrence 
of unusual birds. Many of the passerines, in particular, are under-recorded. Regular 
reports from the same localities are invaluable in assessing population trends; such 
reports, along with comments on changes in status, are always very welcome. A guide 
for contributors of records is published in this report on pages 192 to 195. 
Records should be sent to the appropriate recorder listed on page 5 or, if in doubt, 
to the LBR Editor. 

It will greatly assist the speedy entering of records if the Society’s recording 
sheets are used. These are available from any of the Recorders or the Editor on 
request. Species should be listed in Voous sequence as used in this Report. Separate 
sheets should be used for each recording area. Completed recording sheets for the 
period January to July should be submitted in August and for the period August to 
December in early January of the following year. Observers are reminded that 
it will not be possible to include records submitted after the end of February 
in the London Bird Report for the previous year. 

Records of nationally rare species should be submitted via the local Recorder 
to the British Birds Rarities Committee as soon as possible after the sighting. 
Breeding records of rare species should be sent via the local Recorder to the Rare 
Breeding Birds Panel. Where requested, records will of course be treated in strict 
confidence. 

Records of other rare and unusual species in the London Area are examined by the 
LNHS Records Committee before inclusion in the London Bird Report. Therefore, please 
complete and submit a LNHS Unusual Species Description Form (available from the 
Recorders or the Editor) or a brief description/copy of your field notes for these species. 
Please submit these as soon as possible after the sighting. Species for which a full 
description or brief description/field notes are required are evident from the ‘guide 
to contributors’ at the back of this report. 
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Gazetteer of Sites 


The following gazetteer is not intended to include every single site mentioned in the LBR 
and omits obvious place names of towns and villages. It does however, seek to identify 
the whereabouts of productive ornithological sites, well known or otherwise. It is intended 
to keep this up to date in each future issue of the LBR. Each site name 1s followed by a six 
figure Ordnance Survey Grid Reference enabling sites to pinpointed on the map above. 
The Grid Reference number either refers to the centre of the site or a point of particular 
ornithological interest. Readers should note that the inclusion of a site in this gazetteer 
does not imply public access; indeed some are strictly private or access is by permit only. 

There has been considerable confusion caused in the past by contributors of records 
using inconsistent and unfamiliar place names and we would urge all contributors to use 
the names listed in this gazetteer whenever appropriate. In doubtful cases, please submit 
the record along with an Ordnance Survey Grid Reference number. 


Aberdare Gardens 
Acton Green 
Addington Hills 
Addlestone 

Albert Embankment 
Aldenham Res 
Alderbourne WCB 
Alexandra Park 
Amwell GP 

Apps Court Farm GP 
Arbrook Common 
Archbishop’s Park 
Ashford 

Ashtead Common 
Aveley Landfill 
Balls Wood 
Banbury Res 
Bangors Park Farm, Iver 
Bankside PS 
Banstead Down 
Banstead Heath 
Banstead Wood 
Barking Bay/Marsh 
Barn Elms Res 
Barnes _ 

Barnes Common 
Barn Hill 

Barwell Court Farm 
Barrack Wood 
Batchworth Lake 
Batler’s Green 
Battersea PS 
Battersea Park 
Bayford 

Bayhurst Wood 
Beckenham Place Park 
Beddington Corner 
Beddington Park 
Beddington SF 
Bedfont Lakes/GP 
Bedford Park 
Beech Farm GP 
Belair Park 

Bell Wharf, Harefield 
Bell Lance Fields 
Belvedere PS 
Bencroft Wood 
Bentley Priory 
Berrybushes Wood 
Berrylands 
Berwick Ponds 
Bessels Green 
Betchworth 


Beverley Brook, Richmond 


Bexley Hospital 


- . Bexley Wood 


Biggin Hill 

Bishops Wood 

Black Park 
Blackfriars Bridge 
Blackheath 
Blackwall Basin 
Bletchingley 

Blue Lake, Northfleet 
Bookham Common 
Borehamwood 
Bowman’s Heath 
Bowmansgreen Farm 


TQ260842 
TQ204790 
TQ353643 
TQ056643 
TQ303783 
TQ169955 
TQ029850 
TQ302900 
TL380125 
TQ165625 
TQ145630 
TQ241761 
TQ070715 
TQ175595 
TQ558812 
TL344106 
TQ362915 
TQ035824 
TQ320806 
TQ252610 
TQ235545 
TQ260560 
TQ451816 
TQ228770 
TQ222761 
TQ222758 
TQ194874 
TQ170630 
TQ597915 
TQ058940 
TL158985 
TQ270770 
TQ282772 
TL310084 
TQ065892 
TQ385705 
TQ281668 
TQ292654 
TQ290662 
TQ078726 
TQ210791 
TL190086 
TQ328733 
TQ052866 
TL198040 
TQ499808 
TL330064 
TQ155927 
TL069007 
TQ192674 
TQ543835 
TQ505555 
TQ218505 
TQ213726 
TQ513727 
TQ483737 
TQ457572 
TQ066920 
TQ010836 
TQ317807 
TQ390766 
TQ381802 
TQ326506 
TQ622737 
TQ130565 
TQ195975 
TQ518738 
TL189041 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 60 FOR 1995 


Box Wood 

Boxer’s Lake, Enfield 
Brent Park 

Brent Res 

Brentford Ait 
Brickendonbury 

Bricket Wood/Common 
Brimsdown 

Brixton Hill 

Broad Colney Fields 
Broad Colney Lakes 
Broadgate EC2 
Broadwater GP 

Brockwell Park 

Bromley Common 
Brompton Cemetery 
Brooklands 

Brookmans Park 
Broomfield Park 
Broxbourne GP 
Broxbourne Woods 

Bruce Castle Park 
Brunswick Park 
Buckhurst Hill GP 
Buckland SP 

Buckland, Rectory Lane 
Bugsby’s Reach 

Bully Point NR, Stratford 
Bulphan Fen 

Burgess Park 

Burhill Allotments 

Burnt Oak 

Burwood Park 

Bury Lake 

Bushy Park 

Camberwell Old Cemetery 
Camley Street Natural Park 
Cannon Hill Common 
Cannons Park 

Carshalton Beeches 
Cassiobury Park 
Cassiobury Park WCB 
Chalfont Lodge 

Chalfont Park 

Chandlers Hill, Iver Hth 
Charlton GP 

Chelsea Bridge 
Chelsfield — 

Chelsham 

Chertsey 

Chertsey Meads 

Cheshunt GP 

Cheshunt GP (70 Acres GP) 
Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s GP) 
Cheshunt GP (Friday Lake) 
Cheshunt GP (Police Pit) 
Cheshunt GP (North Met GP) 
Cheshunt Marsh 
Cheshunt Park Farm 
Chevening 

Chigwell Res 

Chipstead Lake 

Chiswell Green 

Chiswick Eyot 
Chorleywood Common 
City Road Basin, Islington 
Clackett Lane Services 
Clapton Common 


TL353096 
TQ305962 
TQ240889 
TQ215870 
TQ187778 
TL330104 
TL130010 
TQ368970 
TQ306734 
TL180030 
TL178034 
TQ334817 
TQ045892 
TQ316740 
TQ415655 
TQ258777 
TQ068620 
TL253038 
TQ304927 
TL379078 
TL340080 
TQ336908 
TQ331769 
TQ425934 
TQ227510 
TQ219513 
TQ398798 
TQ374839 
TQ633864 
TQ335778 
TQ115635 
TQ205912 
TQ100644 
TQ053938 
TQ160690 
TQ348742 
TQ298836 
TQ238683 
TQ182915 
TQ272638 
TQ090970 
TQ090968 
TQ894899 
TQ013896 
TQ035834 
TQ087692 
TQ286778 
TQ482642 
TQ373589 
TQ043664 
TQ060662 
TL370030 
TL874030 
TL368018 
TL371020 
TL371025 
TL369033 
TL367018 
TL355046 
TQ488577 
TQ460937 
TQ505565 
TQ125047 
TQ219779 
TQ033963 
TQ322830 
TQ425544 
TQ342878 


Clay Tye Wood 
Claybury 

Claygate Common 
Claygate Green 
Clissold Park 
Cobbins Brook 
Coldfall Wood 

Cole Green 
Colindale 
Colnbrook 

Colne Brook, Iver 
Colney Heath 
Connaught Water 
Coopers Green Lane 
Coopersale 

Copped Hall 
Coppetts Wood 
Copse Wood 

Corbets Tey 
Cornmill Meads 
Coulsdon 

Coursers Lane Fields 
Court Lane, Dulwich 
Cowley Lake 
Cowley Peachy 
Crane Park 

Cranley Gardens 
Crayford Marsh 
Crayford Ness 
Creekmouth, Barking 
Crews Hill 

Croham Hurst 
Crossness 

Crossness East 
Crouch End 

Crouch End Recreation Ground 
Croxley Green 
Croxley Hall GPs 
Croxley Moor 
Crystal Palace Park 
Cuddington Golf Club 
Cuffley 

Curtismill Green 
Dagenham Chase 
Dagenham Corridor 
Dagnam Park 
Danson Park 
Darenth Lake 
Darenth Valley Walk 
Darenth Wood 
Darlands Lake 
Dartford Heath 
Dartford Marsh 
Dartford Marsh Pig Farm 
Deephams SF 
Delaford Park 
Denham Aerodrome 
Denham CP 
Denham Court GP 
Denham GC 
Denham Marsh Farm 
Denham Mount 
Denham Place 

~ Denham Station 
Denham Studios GP 
Denham Village 
Desborough Island 
Dews Farm GP 


TQ595587 
TQ435913 
TQ161632 
TQ157637 
TQ332867 
TL409018 
TQ276903 
TL282114 
TQ210900 
TQ025775 
TQ042813 
TL205062 
TQ404933 
TL193098 
TQ480025 
TL430010 
TQ277916 
TQ085897 
TQ577851 
TL380011 
TQ296593 
TL200040 
TQ336739 
TQ0S52814 
TQ054814 
TQ126730 
TQ289890 
TQ532775 
TQ532781 
TQ457814 
TQ312000 
TQ337632 
TQ478815 
TQ492809 
TQ298885 
TQ295881 
TQ070955 
TQ068943 
TQ065956 
TQ347707 
TQ239615 
TL303030 
TQ519965 
TQ514858 
TQ495875 
TQ550933 
TQ473748 
TQ559710 
TQ560704 
TQ580727 
TQ243943 
TQ516733 
TQ544774 
TQ539769 
TQ360937 
TQ043818 
TQ033887 
TQ048865 
TQ045886 
TQ027883 
TQ020884 
TQ028874 
TQ040873 
TQ042878 
TQ045886 
TQ040870 
TQ084664 
TQ052880 
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Ditton Field 

Dobbs Weir 

Dog Kennel Covert 
Downe Barns Farm 
Dulwich College 
Dulwich Golf Course 
Dulwich Mill Pond 
Dulwich Park 

Dulwich Upper Wood 
Dulwich Village 
Dulwich Woods 

Durant’s Park, Ponders End 
Eagle Pond 

Easneye Wood 

East India Dock Basin 
Edgwarebury Park 
Elmbridge Leisure Centre 
Enfield Golf Course 
Enfield Lock - 

Enfield Town Park 
Epping Forest 

Epping Upland 

Epsom Common 

Epsom Downs 

Erith Marsh 

Erith Reach 

Esher Common 
Essendon 

Essex Filter Beds 

Ewell 

Eynsford 

Fairmile Common 
Fairlop Lake/Plain 
Farleigh 

Farlowes Lake 
Farringdon 

Fernyhill Farm, Enfield 
Field Common GP 
Finsbury Circus 
Finsbury Park 

Fishers Green 

Fitzroy Square 

Foots Cray Meadows 
Foots Cray Woods 
Forster Park 

Forty Hall, Enfield 

Frays Meadow, Uxbridge 
Friern Barnet 

Frogmore GP, Radlett 
Furzefield Wood 

Gatton Park/Lake 
Gernon Bushes 
Gladwin’s Wood 
Godstone SP 

Golders Green 

Grays 

Grays Chalk Pits 

Great Amwell 

Great Halings Wood 
Great Soloms Wood, Banstead 
Great Warley 

Greenhill Wood, Shoreham 
Greenhithe 

Greenwich Park 
Grovelands Park 
Gunnersbury Triangle NR 
Gutteridge Wood 
Haberdasher’s Girls School 


TQ157679 
TL384043 
TQ103783 
TQ105841 
TQ329736 
TQ339728 
TQ333731 
TQ335735 
TQ339729 
TQ334739 
TQ340725 
TQ357968 
TQ390884 
TL385137 
TQ391808 
TQ190934 
TQ107678 
TQ313962 
TQ368982 
TQ326963 
TQ420985 
TL430050 
TQ190605 
TQ211580 
TQ488805 
TQ500788 
TQ135625 
TL274087 
TQ363868 
TQ217624 
TQ540655 
TQ125617 
TQ458459 
TQ367602 
TQ047810 
TQ316818 
TQ282981 
TQ128671 
TQ312816 
TQ317875 
TL376044 
TQ294823 
TQ480715 
TQ479721 
TQ387722 
TQ337987 
TQ057853 
TQ280925 
TL150033 
TL103055 
TQ271525 
TL490085 
TQ019864 
TQ345518 
TQ245883 
TQ610773 
TQ609788 
TL368122 
TQ032895 
TQ272588 
TQ583907 
TQ538602 
TQ585753 
TQ390775 
TQ305944 
TQ201787 
TQ091843 
TL170965 
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Hadley Common 
Hainault Forest 

Hall Marsh 

Hall Place Gardens 
Ham Lands 
Hampermill Lake 
Hampstead Heath 
Hampton 

Hampton Court Park 
Hampton Hill 
Hampton Waterworks 
Hampton Wick 
Hanworth 

Harefield 

Harefield Place GP 
Harmondsworth GP 
Harold Wood SF 
Harrow School 
Harrow Weald 
Hartnips Wood 

Hatch End 

Hatfield Aerodrome 
Hatfield Park 
Havering CP 

Hawk’s Wood 
Hawkshead Wood 
Hawkwood 

Hays Wharf, SE1 
Headley Heath 
Headstone 
Heathfield Recreation Ground 
Helicon GP 

Hendon Park 

Henley Wood, Chelsham 
Herne Hill Cycle Track 
Hersham GP 
Hersham SF 
Hertford Heath 
Hertingfordbury 
Hextable 

High Elms 

Highgate Wood 
Highway Farm, Harefield 
Hilfield Park Res 
Hill End 

Hinchley Wood 
Hither Green Cemetery 
Hither Green NR 
Hoblingwell Wood 
Hoddesdonpark Wood 
Hogsmill SF 
Hogwood 

Holland Park 

Hollow Pond 
Holmethorpe SP 
‘Holyfield Hall Farm 
Home Cottage Farm 
Honor Oak 

Hooks Marsh 
Hornchurch CP 
Horton CP 

Horton Fields 
Horton GP 

Horton Kirby 
Hounslow Heath 
Howell Hill, Ewell 
Hunston Mead 
Hunton Bridge Hill 


TQ265972 
TQ476932 
TL373017 
TQ505743 
TQ165725 
TQ095942 
TQ273866 
TQ133700 
TQ166676 
TQ150712 
TQ127686 
TQ175699 
TQ120718 
TQ050900 
TQ055865 
TQ050779 
TQ565915 
TQ157870 
TQ150910 
TQ547637 
TQ130914 
TL210090 
TL240080 
TQ505930 
TQ014862 
TQ220030 
TQ442695 
TQ330804 
TQ200535 
TQ139895 
TQ134743 
TQ039909 
TQ233884 
TQ374587 
TQ326742 
TQ128663 
TQ127657 
TL349107 
TL305122 
TQ522712 
TQ450630 
TQ283887 
TQ060881 
TQ158959 
TQ0S50918 
TQ157650 
TQ398729 
TQ390740 
TQ450690 
TL352084 
TQ197682 
TQ555631 
TQ248796 
TQ414873 
TQ295515 
TL384038 
TQ028825 
TQ358742 
TL373023 
TQ535825 
TQ190627 
TQ015764 
TQ005753 
TQ565686 
TQ123745 
TQ238621 
TL422114 
TL076006 
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Huntsmoor Park 

Hyde Park 

Hythe 

Ingrebourne Valley 

Island Barn Res 

Isleworth Ait 

Itchingwood Common 
Iver Heath 

Jersey Farm 

Joyce Green Hospital 
Joyce Green Hospital Farm 
Joyden’s Wood 

Jubilee Gardens 

Juniper Hill, Rickmansworth 
Juniper Wood 

Kelsey Park 

Kempton Park 

Kempton Park Res 

Kenley Aerodrome 
Kensington Gardens 
Kenton Recreation Ground 
Keston Ponds 

Kevington 

Kew Gardens 

King George V Res 

King George VI Res 
King’s Cross Development 
Kynaston Wood 

Ladywell Park 

Lafone St, SE] 

Laleham Park 

Langley Park 

Layham’s Farm 

Leaves Green 

Lee 

Limpsfield 

Limpsfield Chart 

Little Britain Lake 

Little Venice 

Littlebrook Lake 
Littlebrook PS 

Long Coppice 

Long Ditton 

Long Reach SF 

Lonsdale Road Res 
Lordship Lane Rec Ground 
Loseberry Earm, Claygate 
Love Hill House Farm, Iver 
Lower Feltham 
Lullingstone Lake/Park 
Lynster’s Farm 

Mad Bess Wood 

Malden Rushett 

Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath 
Maple Lodge NR 

Martens Grove 

Mayow Park 

Merchant Taylors’ School 
Merstham Sewage Works 
Middlesex Filter Beds 
Mill Green SF 

Millwall Docks 

Mitcham Common 

Moat Mount Open Space 
Molesey GP 

Molesey Heath 

Moor Mill 

Moor Park GC 





TQ047815 
TQ270803 
TQ020718 
TQ538843 
TQ140670 
TQ167757 
TQ416506 
TQ033835 
TL174097 
TQ547760 
TQ545765 
TQ500715 
TQ318803 
TQ060931 
TQ025895 
TQ376688 
TQ117700 
TQ122702 
TQ328587 
TQ270803 
TQ165890 
TQ426645 
TQ482675 
TQ182769 
TQ374964 
TQ041732 
TQ834302 
TQ482672 
TQ372740 
TQ338799 
TQ053680 
TQ013814 
TQ400627 
TQ415615 
TQ395750 
TQ402531 
TQ445523 
TQ049813 
TQ263818 
TQ553756 
TQ563764 
TQ031849 
TQ174664 
TQ553768 
TQ218775 
TQ326902 
TQ148636 
TQ013810 
TQ099838 
TQ523644 
TQ034920 
TQ076895 
TQ169615 
TQ039836 
TQ036924 
TQ5S05752 
TQ358718 
TQ088940 
TQ303523 
TQ359865 
TL245100 
TQ377795 
TQ290675 
TQ215944 
TQ129671 
TQ132672 
TL145030 
TQ075935 


Moorhall GP 

Moorhouse 

Morden Hall Park 
Muswell Hill 

Nashes Farm 

Navestock Lake/Park 
Nazeing GP 

Netherhall GP 

New Beckenham 

New Cross Railway Cutting 
New Denham 

New Southgate 
Nightingale Wood 

Noke Farm 

Nonsuch Park 

Norbury Park 

North Cray 

Northaw Great Wood 
Northolt RAF Aerodrome 
Norwood Grove 

Nower Wood 

Nunhead Cemetery 
Nutfield Ridge 

Oak Hill Park 

Oak Hill Wood 

Oakend Wood 

Oakmere Park 

Old Parkbury 

Old Slade GP/NR 

Old Wood, Richings Park 
One Tree Hill, Honor Oak 
Ongar Park Wood 

Orsett Fen 

Osterley Park 

Oxhey Wood 

Oxleas Wood 

Oxted, Hurst Green 
Oylers Farm 

Panshanger Park 

Park Downs, Banstead 
Park Farm, Chessington 
Park Farm, Enfield 

Park Street GP 

Park Wood 

Parkland Walk 

Parkside Farm/Res, Enfield 
Parndon Meads 

Paynes Lane GP 
Peckham Rye Park 

Pen Ponds, Richmond Park 
Penton Hook 

Perry Oaks SF 
Petersham Meadows 
Petts Wood 

Pickett’s Lock 

Pilvage Wood 

Pinner Park 

Polhill 

Pond Wood 

Ponders End Lake 
Poplar Docks 

Post Wood 

Potters Bar 

~ Potters Crouch Plantation 
Prae Wood 

Primrose Hill 


Prince George’s Playing Fields 


Princes Coverts 


TQ048889 
TQ433532 
TQ264687 
TQ282900 
TL180096 
TQ538985 
TL385072 
TL394083 
TQ367710 
TQ363768 
TQ046849 
TQ292925 
TQ038888 
TL125037 
TQ232638 
TQ310699 
TQ490723 
TL285044 
TQ100850 
TQ333704 
TQ195547 
TQ355756 
TQ293540 
TQ277947 
TQ280952 
TQ020890 
TL264014 
TL163023 
TQ040780 
TQ031781 
TQ354743 
TL495025 
TQ628833 
TQ145780 
TQ105925 
TQ450686 
TQ396512 
TL350005 
TL283130 
TQ267585 
TQ181623 
TQ292983 
TL 149024 
TQ095890 
TQ294902 
TQ303982 
TL433113 
TL380052 
TQ348750 
TQ200730 
TQ043692 
TQ054758 
TQ180736 
TQ445670 
TQ361945 
TL236028 
TQ132905 
TQ500610 
TL279006 
TQ362946 
TQ382803 
TL363131 
TL250012 
TL103050 
TQ120070 
TQ276839 
TQ235688 
TQ160610 
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Purfleet 

Purfleet Chalk Pits 
Putney Heath 
Pynesfield GP 

Queen Elizabeth II Res 
Queen Mary GP 

Queen Mary Res 

Queen Mother Res 
Queens Wood, Highgate 
Rainham GP 

Rainham Marsh 
Rammey Marsh 
Ranston Covert 
Ravensbury Park 
Ravenscourt Park 
Raynes Park 

Regent’s Park 

Reigate Hill 

Richings Park: 
Richmond Park 
Rickmansworth Aquadrome 
Riddlesdown 

Ridgehill 

Riverside Open Space, Molesey 
Rockingham Recreation Ground 
Roding Valley Meadows 
Roehyde 

Rowdow Wood 

Rowley Farm 

Ruislip Common 
Ruislip Gardens 

Ruislip Lido 

Rush Green, Hertford 
Rushett Farm 

Ruxley GP 

Rye House Marsh 

Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF 
Salisbury Hall Farm 
Sanderstead 

Savay GP 

Saxten’s Wood 
Scadbury Park 
Scotsbridge Meadows 
Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne 
Sevenoaks Reserve 
Sewardstone 

Sheen Common 
Sheepwash Pond 
Shenleybury 

Shepherds Bush 
Shepperton GP 

Slipe Lane GP 
Smallford GP 

Sopwell Mill, St Albans 
South Harrow 

South Norwood CP 
South Norwood Lake 
South Ruislip 
Southwood Manor Farm 
Sparrows Wood 
Spitalfields/Bishopsgate 
Spring Ponds 
Springfield Marina 
Springwell Lake 
Springwell Lock 
Springwell Reedbed 

St Anns Hill, Chertsey 
St James’s Park 


1] 


TQ550783 
TQ566785 
TQ230739 
TQ038912 
TQ120670 
TQ059700 
TQ070695 
TQ017773 
TQ283887 
TQ549829 
TQ525800 
TQ996374 
TQ041890 
TQ268681 
TQ223790 
TQ231684 
TQ277830 
TQ255522 
TQ030794 
TQ200730 
TQ057940 
TQ326602 
TL202025 
TQ143693 
TQ058837 
TQ435956 
TL210010 
TQ547595 
TQ004828 
TQ085893 
TQ095863 
TQ089891 
TL350127 
TQ173608 
TQ473700 
TL383103 
TL388102 
TL195028 
TQ344614 
TQ049880 
TQ585648 
TQ455700 
TQ064955 
TQ271593 
TQ522570 
TQ379985 
TQ196746 
TQ224928 
TL183018 
TQ228805 
TQ065674 
TL370049 
TL198071 
TL154054 
TQ135861 
TQ353684 
TQ341693 
TQ115860 
TQ116632 
TQ436667 
TQ334818 
TQ165932 
TQ347878 
TQ043932 
TQ044923 
TQ041924 
TQ038674 
TQ294798 
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St Saviour’s Creek, SEI 
St Thomas’s Hospital 
Stain Hill Res 

Staines Moor 

Staines Res 
Stanborough Lakes 
Stanmore CP 

Stanmore Common 
Stanstead Abbotts GP 
Stanwell Moor 
Stanwell Moor GP 
Stapleford Tawney 
Streatham Common 
Stocker’s Lake 
Stocker’s West GP 
Stocker’s Farm 
Stockley Park 

Stoke Newington Res 
Stone Chalk Pit 

Stone Lake 

Stone Marsh 

Sundridge Park 

Surrey Docks 

Sutton at Hone Lakes 
Swanscombe Marsh 
Sydenham Hill 
Symondshyde Great Wood 
Syon Park 

Tandridge 

Tatling End 

Telegraph Hill, Claygate 
Ten Acre Wood 

Thames Ditton 
Thamesmead 

The Causeway NR 

The Clump, Iver Heath 
Theobalds Park, Enfield 
Thistledene, Thames Ditton 
Thrift’s Pit 

Thorndon Park 
Thorney 

Thorney GP 

Thorney Weir 

Thorpe Water Park 
Tilehouse North GP 
Tilehouse South GP 
Titsey 

Tolpits Lake 

Tolworth 

Tottenham Cemetery 
Tottenham Lock 
Tottenham Marsh 
Totteridge Long Pond 
Tower Bridge 

Tower of London 

~ Tower Wood, Westerham 
Trent Park 
Trevereux/Swaynesland 
Troy Mill GP 

Turnford Brook 
Turnford Marsh GP 


Tyler's Common, Upminster 


Tyttenhanger GP 
Upper Halliford 

Upper Norwood 
Vauxhall Bridge 
Verulamium Lake 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield 


TQ340799 
TQ307793 
TQ124693 
TQ033734 
TQ051731 
TL230108 
TQ175930 
TQ156940 
TL391109 
TQ040743 
TQ034744 
TQ503900 
TQ305709 
TQ046935 
TQ053938 
TQ053934 
TQ080790 
TQ326876 
TQ566753 
TQ565752 
TQ568755 
TQ410700 
TQ360797 
TQ560700 
TQ605760 
TQ335722 
TL195110 
TQ175765 
TQ376505 
TQ020870 
TQ159647 
TQ094720 
TQ158673 
TQ474811 
TQ105754 
TQ022845 
TL345005 
TQ155673 
TL366132 
TQ620916 
TQ046793 
TQ044790 
TQ051799 
TQ030681 
TQ038898 
TQ038896 
TQ409551 
TQ085943 
TQ194659 
TQ333911 
TQ348895 
TQ354910 
TQ234942 
TQ337802 
TQ337806 
TQ448528 
TQ290970 
TQ433504 
TQ039905 
TL368037 
TL370044 
TQ568907 
TQI91865 
TQ091680 
TQ329699 
TQ303781 
TL140070 
TQ305975 
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Victoria Park 

Waddon Ponds 
Walligton Green Nurseries 
Walsingham Wood 
Waltham Cross 
Waltham Cross GP 
Waltham Marsh 
Walthamstow Marsh 
Walthamstow Res 
Walton Heath 

Walton Res 

Wanstead Park 

Warley Place 
Warlingham 

Waterlow Park 
Watermeads 

Watts Wood, Purfleet 
Weald Park 

Welham Green 

Wells Park 

West Byfleet 

West End Common 
West Hyde Fields 
West Hyde GP 

West India South Dock 
West Kingsdown 

West Ruislip GC 

West Thurrock 
Westerham Heights 
Westminster Bridge 
Wey Meadows, Weybridge 
Whitgift Centre, Croydon 
Whitewebbs Wood/Lake 
Whyteleafe 

Willett Wood 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Park 
Wimbledon Park Lake 
Winchmore Hill 
Windsor Open Space 
Winterdown Woods 
Wintry Wood 

Wm Girling Res 
Woldingham 

Wood Green Res 
Woodford GC 
Woodlands. Park 
Woodlands Park GP 
Woodmansterne 


Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross 


Worcester Park 

Wormley Wood 
Wormwood Scrubs 
Wraysbury GP 
Wraysbury Res 

Yeading Brook Meadows 
Yiewsley GP 


TQ360837 
TQ309650 
TQ290625 
TL243040 
TL362003 
TL369006 
TL373013 
TQ350878 
TQ353980 
TQ232540 
TQ122685 
TQ415875 
TQ582909 
TQ358581 
TQ286872 
TQ275675 
TQ565788 
TQ570945 
TL235055 
TQ345717 
TQ048607 
TQ125632 
TQ030910 
TQ038916 
TQ376800 
TQ580626 
TQ081872 
TQ582770 
TQ430560 
TQ305796 
TQ067645 
TQ323657 
TQ325997 
TQ337582 
TQ452685 
TQ247723 
TQ246723 
TQ247724 
TQ316946 
TQ241905 
TQ123622 
TL475035 
TQ367945 
TQ370572 
TQ304900 
TQ395928 
TQ038830 
TQ098836 
TQ276597 
TQ033933 
TQ222655 
TL322058 
TQ221818 
TQ015735 
TQ025745 
TQ105835 
TQ049804 


REVIEW OF THE YEAR 13 


Review of the Year 


The only addition to the London list in 1995 was an American Golden Plover, a species 
that was not entirely unexpected since it was one of five species predicted to turn up in 
London by Hardwick and Self (LBR 56:183-211). Two of the five have duly arrived (the 
first was Olive-backed Pipit), so keep looking out for the other three (Great White Egret, 
Great Reed Warbler and Greenish Warbler). This takes the London Area list to 332 this 
century (and to 345 during historic times). As in 1994 there were 12 occurrences of species 
that had occurred on fewer than ten occasions. Those species that had occurred less than 
20 times were: White-rumped Sandpiper (2nd), Blue-winged Teal (3rd), Arctic Redpoll 
(4th and 5th), Common Rosefinch (Sth and 6th), Little Bittern (8th), Red-throated 
Pipit (8th), Ring-billed Gull (8th and 9th), Woodchat Shrike (9th), Ring-necked Duck 
(9th), Long-tailed Skua (9th and 10th), Ortolan Bunting (13th), Richard’s Pipit (14th), 
Dipper (14th), Little Egret (16th to 19th), Red-necked Phalarope (17th), Montagu’s 
Harrier (18th and 19th), Pomarine Skua (19th and 20th). In addition good, but slightly 
less scarce species, included Great Skua (20th and 21st), Honey Buzzard (25th to 
30th), White-winged Black Tern (26th) and Corncrake (only the 7th record in the last 
27 years). Good news on the breeding front included continuing success for Nightjar 
and Woodlark; in addition Bearded Tits summered and Firecrest was found with a 
brood patch. Disappointments were the continuing, seemingly terminal, decline of Grey 
Partridge, Willow Tit and Corn Bunting. Overall 228 species (excluding obvious 
escapes) were seen in London during the year - only one behind the record total of 1994. 
Only a modest selection of birds remained from 1994 to be added to the New Year 
checklists in JANUARY. These included a Red-necked Grebe at Nazeing GP, three 
Bitterns - at Cheshunt GP, Tilehouse GP and Wraysbury GP, two Long-tailed Ducks - 
one at Fairlop as well as the old favourite spending its fourth winter at Broadwater GP, the 
regular Uxbridge Ring-billed Gull spending its fourth (and last) winter at Rockingham 
Recreation Ground, a Peregrine at Beddington SF, four Dartford Warblers - Bushy 
Park (2), Rammey Marsh and Richmond Park - and a Bearded Tit at South Norwood 
Country Park. The first few days of the month were mostly bright, but bitterly cold with 
biting northwest or southeast winds. A modest selection of birds on Ist included a Red- 
necked Grebe at King George V Res and a Black-necked Grebe at Thorpe Park, a 
Common Buzzard over Stocker’s Lake and Firecrests at Battersea Park and Cheshunt 
GP. This flavour was largely 
maintained the next day with 
another Red-necked Grebe at 
Fishers Green, another Common 
Buzzard, this time over Pees 
Walthamstow Res and four White- 
fronted Geese at Sevenoaks 
reserve. The only additions over the 
next few days were up to eight 
_Grey: Plovers on the foreshore at 
Dartford Marsh and a Scaup at 
Wraysbury GP. As temperatures 
moderated over the next few days 
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two first-winter Glaucous Gulls were found - at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 7th and at 
Rye Meads on 8th; other sightings included a Slavonian Grebe at Brent Res, a Merlin 
at Fairlop and up to 14 Turnstones along the Thames at Grays. The highlight of the 
following week was an adult Ring-billed Gull at Barn Elms Res on 15th, but it was a 
short-stayer, also around this time were four more Peregrines (at three sites), rather 
unexpectedly three Black-necked Grebes at Thorpe Park and a Glaucous Gull at Amwell 
GP. From mid-month onwards a series of Atlantic depressions swept across the country 
bringing frequent deluges of rain and strong winds; a fairly prompt avian response resulted 
in the appearance during the next two weeks of a Red-throated Diver (the only one of 
the year) at King George V Res, an Iceland Gull seen at Dartford and Rainham, several 
more wandering Peregrines and lastly, on 30th, a flock of 41 Kittiwakes battling their 
way upriver at Dartford. It was the wettest January for nearly 50 years. 

The stormy conditions prevailed well into FEBRUARY and highlights during the 
first week included eight White-fronted Geese over Thamesmead, a Black-necked Grebe 
at Hall Marsh and, best of all, an adult Ring-billed Gull at Beddington. Slightly calmer, 
easterly, conditions set in from 8th to 10th before reverting to windy, wet, westerlies; it 
was a mostly quiet spell ornithologically although a Red Kite over Woodmansterne on 
17th brightened up the gloom. A Great Northern Diver was a good find at Holmethorpe 
on 19th, when there was a Firecrest at Barnes; Bitterns continued to be seen at three 
regular sites. A calmer colder spell from 25th to 28th only produced a very welcome Red 
Kite over Brent Res and lastly a Black-necked Grebe at Turnford Marsh. A rather 
disappointing month, not helped by the fact that, like January, it was the wettest for many 
years. 

The first few days of MARCH were distinctly wintry with scattered snow showers 
swept in by northwesterly winds. Red-necked Grebes popped up at Staines and King 
George VI reservoirs and Wraysbury GP between 2nd and 4th and, on the latter date, 
three Whooper Swans dropped in at Holmethorpe SP for a short breather. A brief spring- 
like interlude pushed in on southerly winds from 7th resulted in an immediate avian 
response with the arrival, over the next few days, of the first Wheatear, Sand Martin 
and Little Ringed Plover. However, the roll-call for 10th and 11th was distinctly un- 
springlike with another Red-necked Grebe (at Brent), two Common Scoters at Staines, 
a Red-breasted Merganser at Stone Marsh and two Short-eared Owls (Beddington and 
Hampstead Heath). The first Ring Ouzel was at Barn Elms Res on 12th (exceptionally 
early) and the first migrant Black-necked Grebe was at Staines on 17th; the latter also 
boasted seven overflying Kittiwakes on | 8th. Red-necked Grebes were at King George 
V reservoir and Sevenoaks reserve - the latter being the sixth and last of the month which 
provided strong evidence of a spring passage through the region. With many migrants on 
the move the weather continued to be quite contrary, blowing hot and cold for the last 
week of the month. More arrivals during this period included a Slavonian Grebe at Queen 
Mother, a Firecrest at Alexandra Park, two more Ring Ouzels, this time at Beddington, 
several Brent Geese; but best of all was the Avocet at Barn Elms on 28th. 

Remarkably pleasant, even warm, weather took control of the first two weeks of 
APRIL. The month commenced quietly on Ist with an early Redstart at Woodmansterne, 
a Firecrest at South Norwood, the next day four White-fronted Geese headed over 
Sevenoaks reserve and quite remarkably, a Sandwich Tern was at Barn Elms (one of the 
earliest ever). Passage birds continued to trickle through over the next week with a Common 
Scoter at Island Barn Res, a further seven Ring Ouzels, including two together at Barn 
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Elms, a Marsh Harrier drifted over Beddington and more routinely a Kittiwake and 
Slavonian Grebe were at Staines Res. A small flurry of birds on 1 0th included two Black- 
necked Grebes at Amwell, two Common Scoters at Queen Mother Res, a Marsh Harrier 
over Nazeing; over the next six days the roll-call included another Black-necked Grebe, 
two Redstarts, two Ring Ouzels and two Red-breasted Mergansers. Perhaps ironically 
as the weather slipped into a cooler mode nudged along by northerly winds the pace of 
migration switched up a gear: on 20th a flock of 22 tundra-bound Brent Geese headed 
east over Beddington and an impressive four Redstarts were scattered around, followed 
by four more the next day. By now the spring passage was becoming hectic: on 22nd a 
Gannet powered over Regent’s Park and other highlights included two Marsh Harriers, 
six Whimbrels, two Sandwich Terns and a Ring Ouzel. The next day saw another Marsh 
Harrier, Redstarts at four sites and Bar-tailed Godwits at three sites. Finally the last 
seven days of the month provided non-stop action and the impressive selection of birds 
included: one Slavonian Grebe, yet another adult Gannet (at Bury Lake), eight Red- 
breasted Mergansers (at King George V Res), two Ospreys, one Marsh Harrier, Bar- 
tailed Godwit at nine sites, three more Redstarts, five Avocets (at Barn Elms), 11 sightings 
of Whimbrel, four of Little Tern, six more Ring Ouzels, three Wood Warblers; but the 
star bird amongst this collection was the Richard’s Pipit found at Queen Mother Res on 
30th. 

The weather during the first week of MAY was glorious with temperatures reaching 
27°C (80°F) pushed along by light southeasterlies - the birdwatcher’s nirvana. On Ist a 
Marsh Harrier flew over Beddington and elsewhere there were four sightings of 
Whimbrel and two of Wood Warbler. Over the next seven days, apart from two Little 
Terns on 4th and a splendid Red Kite seen over both Hampstead Heath and Regent’s 
Park on 8th, the headlines were largely 
dominated by waders: mainly 
Whimbrel (8 records), Bar-tailed 
Godwit, Turnstone and Wood 
Sandpiper. Winds swung round to the 
northwest from 8th and cooled both 
the pace of migration as well as the 
temperature, although waders 
continued to stream through. Other 
highlights during the middle two 
weeks included a Temminck’s Stint 
overflying Queen Mother Res on 14th, 
an Arctic Skua over Beddington on 
18th, singing male Golden Orioles at 
Battersea Park and Hampstead Heath (20th and 21st respectively) and an Avocet at Berwick 
Ponds on 22nd. Over the last week, although it warmed up slightly, the weather remained 
rather unsettled; avian surprises were further Golden Orioles at Whipps Cross on 25th 
and Hampstead Heath (clearly a favoured hotspot for this dazzling songster) on 27th and 
finally a singing Marsh Warbler at Beddington from 3 | st. 

JUNE started well, on Ist, with a Little Egret at Tottenham Marsh and a Woodlark 
at Beddington. Weatherwise, though, it was dreadful with the first 18 days being ruled by 
mainly northerly winds bringing largely cold and damp conditions. Nine Sanderlings 
passed through Queen Mother Res on 2nd followed by another ten on 4th and in between 


KCO 
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there were six Common Scoter at Staines on 3rd. Large scale migration had by now 
ceased and with breeding well underway, only the unexpected were putting in appearances; 
these included a Quail at Chiswell Green on 5th, a Marsh Warbler at Walton Res on 8th, 
a Cetti’s Warbler at Rye Meads on 10th and a Red Kite over Hillingdon on | Ith. A little 
less unusual, but still notable, were four Little Terns at Charlton on 15th and two Scaup 
at Queen Mother Res on 16th. However = most Soe arriv a of sai atone was a 
Little Bittern on Hampstead Heath on (isn) t-te ee eins 
18th, near enough midsummer’s day - Be Sees Gece tees 
which was just as well given the time of *¥228n.0b eve: 
day that the true identity and exact locality :i.0/.. 42.222 Some 
of this bird were discovered. Further «7723100027572. 
surprising discoveries continued with a 22.0%: 

superb male Red-backed Shrike at 222%: 

Tottenham Marsh, also on 18th; followed :: 

by, all on 24th, three, very unseasonal, Red- - 
breasted Mergansers at Queen Elizabeth : 
II Res, an Osprey at Rye Meads and yet : 
another singing Marsh Warbler - this time = 
at Perry Oaks SF. Typically the month :: 
ended in a blaze of sunshine as the mercury 
soared to nearly 32°C (90°F). 

The weather is always crucial for a 
successful BREEDING SEASON and 
1995 proved to a real mixture. Whilst May was hole than average, the first half of June 
was cold and damp, no doubt being responsible for poor breeding success for many species. 
On the credit side those species that continue to thrive include: Grey Heron and Common 
Tern (both record totals) and, although Woodlarks were not proved to have bred there 
was an increase in the number of singing males to four; equally encouraging Nightjars 
bred successfully at one site, with another six singing males elsewhere. Also on an upward 
trend were: Little Grebe, Nightingale and Goldcrest; the presence of a pair of Bearded 
Tits and a Firecrest with a brood-patch provide hope for the future. Continuing 
disappointments were provided by Grey Partridge, Willow Tit and Corn Bunting; 
worrying declines were also detected from Shelduck (due to continuing disturbance and 
development along the Thames), Sand Martin, House Martin, Swallow, Tree Pipit and 
Spotted Flycatcher - the latter having slipped from a high of 131 pairs in 1989 to 38 
pairs in 1995. 

Although JULY cooled slightly from late June’s baking heat it soon warmed up; the 
month as a whole was hot and very humid with temperatures seldom slipping below 21°C 
(70°F). A Little Stint at Perry Oaks SF on Ist and Black-tailed Godwits at Barn Elms 
Res and Ponders End the next day hinted at the autumn to come. Curiously the 5th proved 
to be a red-letter day with a Quail calling at Croxley Green, a smart singing male Red- 
backed Shrike at Old Coulsdon and lastly, but best of all, a female Woodchat Shrike at 
Barking Marsh arrived for a three day stay. Apart from a Marsh Harrier at Swanscombe 
on 9th, a singing male Common Rosefinch at Beddington on 13th and a Buzzard over 
Amwell GP on 14th and 1Sth the rest of the month was dominated by a smattering of 
waders, with the most widespread being Black-tailed Godwit (always one of the first 
passage waders to return south) with seven records of 30 birds and Whimbrel with nine 
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records of 21 birds. Finally a Little Egret toured four sites in southwest London on 30th. 
The month of AUGUST carried on where July left off, with wall-to-wall sunshine for 
the first three weeks or so, and turned out to be one of hottest and sunniest on record, 
providing plenty of shirt-sleeve migration watching. The opening few days were mostly 
dominated by waders, with Wood Sandpipers appearing at four localities, several parties 
of Black-tailed Godwits including ten on the Thames at Charlton, four Turnstones and 
a single Sanderling scattered about the Area. A Peregrine on the Thames at Rainham 
and Littlebrook PS on the 8th remained along the river for a month, and a Honey Buzzard 
drifted over Brent Res and later Hampstead Heath on 12th, the first of a record number 
of sightings in the London Area during the autumn. Events along the south coast were 
reflected by the brief sighting of a Little Egret at Beddington on 15th, with this or 
another at Staines Moor at the end of the month. A pristine juvenile White-winged 
Black Tern graced the tern rafts at Staines on the afternoon of 19th, the first here for 
many years, whilst south of the river three further sightings of Honey Buzzard proved 
the highlight - at Crystal Palace Park on 21st, Richmond Park on 23rd, and Holmethorpe 
SP on 24th. Waders continued to appear in good numbers, with the first Little Stints 
and a few Knot and Spotted Redshanks to add to the variety. Passerine migrants were 
represented by several Redstarts and Wood Warblers in north London open spaces, 
and a Red-backed Shrike at South Norwood on 28th was a good find. On the reservoirs, 
the first skuas of the autumn flew over Walthamstow on 27th, followed by two Arctic 
Skuas at Queen Mother Res the next day, and a pee -tailed Skua at Wraysbury Res on 
30th. The bird of the month = 
award must go the White- 
rumped Sandpiper which 
was identified on the mud at 
Walton Res the same day, 
only the second ever sighting 
in the London Area. s 
The long, hot summer = 
finally broke at the end of _ - 
August, and SEPTEMBER ©" 
was generally cool and 
unsettled, dominated for long 
periods by a northeasterly 
airstream, until the end of the “e sou 8 
month when Atlantic depressions bringing ie fores westerlies Beean to come to the 
fore. Single Marsh Harriers at Rainham and Rye Meads, together with a Woodlark at 
Queen Mary Res were the best birds on the first day of the month. The next day dawned 
showery with fresh east or southeast winds, and an exceptional day it was too. Single 
Montagu’s Harriers were noted moving over Hampstead Heath and Wraysbury, where 
counts of hirundines showed 1,000 Sand Martins and Swallows to be present with a 
massive 3,000 House Martins, not to mention 18 Lesser Whitethroats, 25 
Whitethroats, 25 Blackcaps, 50 plus Chiffchaffs and 70 plus Willow Warblers. 
_Elsewhere there was a Red-backed Shrike at Walthamstow Marsh, a big fall of 
Whinchats (14 in Bushy Park), a Red-necked Grebe at Beddington, a Temminck’s 
Stint at Barn Elms, and finally a new bird for the London Area in the shape of an 
American Golden Plover, which cavorted with a Pectoral Sandpiper during the late 
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afternoon on the concrete banks of King George VI Res. Certainly a day to remember! 
The following week continued to produce the rare and unusual, with an Osprey at Barn 
Elms on 3rd, the second (or same) Honey Buzzard of the year for Richmond Park on 
6th and another Long-tailed Skua at King George VI with six Spotted Redshanks the 
same day. A Corncrake at Amwell on 7th continued the good run, followed by an Osprey 
at Staines on 10th and a Grey Phalarope at King George V Res the same day. Peak 
counts of Little Stints and Curlew Sandpipers were noted around this time at the 
drained Wraysbury Res, with up to five Knot here also. A Great Skua stormed over 
Tottenham on 11th, followed by an Ortolan Bunting at Beddington SF on 13th, single 
Ospreys here and at Walthamstow on 17th. A short-staying Red-necked Phalarope 
dropped in at Stocker’s Lake on 18th and the same day two Great Skuas headed 
downstream past Dartford; yet another Honey Buzzard was at Bankside Reach on 19th. 
Large falls of Redstarts on the east coast from the middle of the month filtered through 
into the Area and some sites had up to three birds by 19th; Sandwich Terns appeared in 
small flocks at various waters. The final few days of the month saw a Firecrest at 
Battersea Park, a Ring-necked Duck on King George V Res from 28th, and a Woodlark 
at Coppetts Wood on 30th. 

After a wet and windy start, OCTOBER was one of the warmest on record, 
temperatures reaching a balmy 23°C (74°F) on 8th and 9th, and remained remarkably high 
until well in to the month, with winds mostly from the southeast or southwest, and no 
signs of frost much before 21st, most days being clear, calm and dry. Another Red-backed 
Shrike at Horton CP on Ist was followed by other migrants such as Firecrest, Bittern 
and Short-eared Owls in the next few days. An immature Pomarine Skua flew downriver 
at Rainham on 7th, whilst in the west a 
Lapland Bunting fed with Meadow 
Pipits at King George VI Res; the 
following day a Common Rosefinch was 
an all too brief visitor to Perry Oaks SF. 
The Ring-necked Duck seen the previous 
month arrived at Fishers Green on 8th, and 
the previous day’s Pomarine Skua was 
relocated at Barking on the Thames. If it 
was the same Honey Buzzard that had 
taken up residence in the London Area 
during the autumn, it put in its final 
appearance at Greenhithe on Oct 11th, and a Dipper at Stanborough Lakes was noted 
on 12th. The rest of the month was fairly quiet with few real highlights. There was a 
Firecrest at Brent Res on 15th, a Shag in Bushy Park on 20th, Peregrines at Thamesmead 
and Holmethorpe SP during the month and six Bearded Tits at Amwell on 22nd, followed 
by nine at Banstead Heath on 28th. A nice male Hen Harrier showed at the Queen 
Mother Res on 23rd, and Cetti’s Warblers appeared on consecutive days at Rye House 
Marsh and Berwick Ponds. The month ended, as October often does, with Little Auks, 
singles being found at Borehamwood and St Albans on the last day of the month. 

It remained remarkably mild throughout NOVEMBER, and apart from some cold 
northerly winds in mid-month which produced a sprinkling of snow, the winds again 
remained mostly from the south. With large numbers of Little Auks in the North Sea, 
further birds were discovered at Hilfield Park Res (two) and Queen Mother Res at the 
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beginning of the month. The former site proved popular with a Grey Phalarope also 
present for several days. A late Red-throated Pipit was seen well at Beddington on 
2nd, whilst Snow Buntings were noted at Queen Mother and Queen Elizabeth II 
reservoirs, on 4th and Sth. Ina good year for Woodlarks, another was found at Hampstead 
Heath on 7th. Up to eight Short-eared Owls hunted over Rainham Marsh during the 
month, and movements of wildfowl included several parties of Brent Goose and Red- 
breasted Mergansers over |2th and 13th. A male Hen Harrier was seen at Redhill on 
12th, and seven Avocets appeared at Wraysbury Res on 14th. The second Great Northern 
Diver of the year arrived at Queen Elizabeth H Res on 18th, although few sea-duck 
appeared during the month apart from the regular Long-tailed Duck at Broadwater GP 
and Common Scoter at Walton Res on 21st. Two Peregrines set up residence at Bankside 
Power Station from 29th. 

Apart from a mild spell mid-month, DECEMBER was a decidedly cold month 
with really severe weather in Scotland, and snow falling in the London Area on 7th, 20th 
and 21st followed by 
some penetrating frosts 
between Christmas and 
New Year. The month 
opened with a very 
unseasonal Spoonbill 
flying over Walton Res 
on 2nd, several sightings 
of Brent Goose between 
3rd and Sth, a Velvet 
Scoter at Staines on Sth, 
and three Avocets at 
Dartford Marsh also on 
the latter date. On the 7th 
a flock of 35 Eider were 
a long way up the Thames at Thamesmead, and several Slavonian Grebes coincided 
with snow around this time, with unusual passerines including a Lapland Bunting at 
Rainham and one or two Firecrests braving the cold; the best find during this period, 
however, was the Blue-winged Teal at Brent Res on 9th, staying into 1996. Four more 
Eider at Sevenoaks on 18th joined a Red-necked Grebe, whilst a Little Stint had been 
seen at King George VI Res the day before. On 23rd four Arctic Redpolls were found 
amongst many Redpolls at Thorndon Park, the start of a long series of reports of this 
species during the winter months, following a major influx in to Britain during the 
previous month. A Whooper Swan at Hilfield Park Res on Christmas Eve was of note. 
A good selection of cold weather birds appeared during the frosts between Christmas 
and the end of the year, with an Iceland Gull at Amwell, two Red-breasted Mergansers 
at Brent Res, a Black-throated Diver at Queen Mary Res. Several Bitterns became 
obvious, as did such species as Jack Snipe and Woodcock. A Waxwing at Amwell on 
29th was the first of many in the London Area in the next few months... 





20 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 60 FOR 1995 


Contributors to the Systematic List 


All contributors of ornithological records to the Society in 1995 are listed below. We 
apologise if any names have been inadvertently omitted. Many records of scarce species 
listed in Birds of the London Area 1995 are attributed to the observer who found or reported 
the bird and the attribution normally consists of the observer’s initials. However if more 
than one observer possesses the same initials, a letter from the attributed observer's surname 
may be used and will appear in italics. Such observers have the initials used to identify 


them listed below after their name. 
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Birds of the London Area, 1995 


with Additions and Corrections for previous years 


A REPORT ON BIRD LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 


The classification of species in the systematic list of this report is that adopted by K.H. 
Voous in his List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species. Sequence and nomenclature follow 
The ‘British Birds ’ List of Birds of the Western Palaearctic, 1984 and the relevant EURING 
number appears beside each species and sub-species heading. 

The six counties within the London Area are signified by initials in the report: E = 
Essex, H = Hertfordshire, M = Middlesex, B = Buckinghamshire, K = Kent and S = 
Surrey. Inner London records are normally listed under their respective counties (Middlesex, 
Kent and Surrey), but may be abbreviated to IL in tables. North, South, East and West are 
abbreviated to N,S,E and W and for direction of flight, cardinal points are shortened to N, 
NE, NNE etc. Other abbreviations are: 


CBC = Common Birds Census PS = Power Station 

CPs Country Park Res = _ Reservoir(s) 

GC = © Golf Course RG = Ringing Group 

GE i Gravel Rit(s) SF = Sewage Farm or Works 
LBR = _ London Bird Report Sea San bent 

NR = _ Nature Reserve WCB = _ Watercress Beds 


Observers’ initials in the report are shown against principal records. A full list of 
observers appears on pages 20 to 22. The abbreviation ‘mo’, used for some long-stay 
records, indicates “many observers’. 

For a full appreciation of records in this report, a detailed, large scale map of the 
London Area will be found useful. Reference should also be made to the Society’s books 
The Birds of the London Area (1957 and 1964) and Atlas of Breeding Birds of the London 
Area (1977), which give the continuous history of species since 1900. 

Sightings of more than one bird (where they are assumed to have arrived together) are 
treated as one record. All running totals of rare or unusual birds that are provided in the 
systematic list can be assumed to refer only to the present century, unless specifically 
mentioned otherwise. 


0002 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 
Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 
influxes. 


Essex King George V Res, a badly oiled first-winter bird on Jan 21st (SC). 


Another poor year with only one bird and a very poorly one at that. 


0003 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 
Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 
influxes. 


Middx Queen Mary Res, one from Dec 29th into 1996 (CL ef a’). 


The third consecutive year that this species has been recorded in the London Area. 
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Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 
Status: scarce winter visitor and occasional migrant, often after hard weather. 


King George V Res, one present until 10.30 hrs on Jan Ist, when it flew S (PJV). 
Holmethorpe SP, one from Feb 19th to Mar 9th (SWG,SR er a/). Island Barn Res/ 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, a second-winter bird from Nov 18th to Dec 14th (ML, 
SJS et al). 


Three records 1s slightly better than the recent average for the most regular diver 
species in the London Area. The second Surrey bird was seen regularly at both 
Island Barn and QEII, sometimes at both waters on the same day. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 


Status: widespread breeding resident on most suitable waters, also passage migrant 
and winter visitor. 


A large increase in breeding pairs was reported in 1995, with 1 12 pairs representing 
the best showing for many years. This seems to be a real increase, rather than a 
result of fluctuating observer coverage, as several contributors commented on a 
good breeding season. The number of breeding pairs reported in the past five 
years has been: 

1995 1994 1993 1992 199] 

112 73 78 90+ 84 
Localities holding breeding pairs (numbers of pairs or broods in brackets), the 
largest counts in each sector and Inner London records are given below. 


Belhus Woods CP (3). Berwick Ponds (2). Dagenham Chase (1). Purfleet Chalk 
Pits (4). Rainham GP (4). Rainham Marsh (12). Thorndon Park (1). Walthamstow 
Res, 17 on Nov 19th was the maximum winter count received. 

Bricket Wood (1). Cheshunt GP (2). Hilfield Park Res (8). Maple Lodge NR (3). 
Panshanger Park (2). Rye Meads (14). The maximum count was 39 at Rye Meads 
on Sept 10th. 

Bedfont Lakes (2). Brent Res (2). Denham Studios GP (1). Harefield Grove (1). 
Kempton Park Res (3). Parkside Farm, Enfield (1). Ponders End Lake (2). Staines 
Moor (1). Stoke Newington Res (2). The Causeway NR (4). The highest count 
was 31 on Sept 10th at Stain Hill Res. /nner London: Regent’s Park, one or two in 
January, one on Apr 3rd and 4th, May 3rd and from Oct 6th to 9th (ARD.D)J). 
Alderbourne WCB (2). Chalfont Park (5). Denham Court GP (1). Old Slade GP 
(2). Tilehouse GP (4). The maximum counts were 21 on Feb 19th at Wraysbury 
GP and Tilehouse GP on Oct 22nd. 

Littlebrook Lake (1). Stone Marsh (1). Swanscombe Marsh (5). The maximum 
count was 18 at Littlebrook Lake on Feb 2nd. 

Beddington Park (1). Esher Common (1). Holmethorpe SP (4). Kew Gardens (1). 
Lonsdale Road Res (3). Richmond Park (1). Waddon Ponds (2). Walton Res (6). 
The maximum count was 26 at Beddington SF on Aug 25th. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


A hugely disappointing and worrying total of only 149 nesting pairs or broods was 
reported indicating one of the worst breeding seasons in modern times and a decline 
of 89 pairs from 1990 for example. Please can observers send in all breeding 
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records so that we can gauge whether this is a real decline. The number of breeding 
pairs/broods reported in the past five years has been: 
1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 
149 179 194 216 211 
Several observers again commented on low breeding success (due to both predation 
and fluctuating water levels) ora complete absence from a number of sites. 


The table which follows shows peak autumn/winter counts at key sites and 1s 
followed in the text by the largest breeding concentrations (number of pairs/broods 
in brackets) in each sector and all Inner London breeding records. 


Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Walthamstow Res 47 54 5S) 188 LS: 94 58 
Hilfield Park Res 11 2, 12 13 1] 33 15 
King George VI Res 3 6 12 3a) 8 - - 
Queen Mary Res 48 SZ 37) - 131 157 159 
Staines Res 10 8 To 116 86 28 14 
Wraysbury Res 12 IS 1) 239) 38 20 7 
Wraysbury GP 118 Oy 80 84 59 112 112 
Sevenoaks Reserve 20 IF 12 10 16 20 29 
Island Barn Res Sy 12 8 2 10 17 21 
Oveen Eliza liRes = 769. 32 70 258 221 181 13} 
Thorpe Water Park 61 65 66 - 66 68 62 


Walthamstow Res, six pairs bred (13 broods). 
Hilfield Park Res, five pairs bred. Stocker’s Lake, at least six pairs bred. 
Brent Res, five pairs bred. nner London: Regent’s Park, seven pairs bred. 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, particularly to major waters in 
west London and in the Lea Valley. 


Something of a return to form this year with about 19 records - a much better 
showing than the nine in 1994 and more like the levels recorded in the early 1990s. 
Records were fairly evenly split between each half of the year. The record at 
Beddington SF was the first ever recorded at this prolific site. All the others were 
at more predictable sites. 


All records are given. 


Fishers Green, one from Jan 2nd to 13th (KJA,AAB et a/) and two on Jan 22nd 
(JF). King George V Res, one from Jan Ist to Apr 10th (PJV er a/); in autumn a 
long staying bird arrived on Sept 3rd and stayed to the year end (PJV,JF ef al). 
Nazeing GP, one on Jan Ist and 2nd (SC,WR). 

Rye Meads, one from Oct 29th to Nov 11th (RMRG et a/). Troy Mill GP, one on 
Nov 3rd, 4th and 12th (RRD,JE,CL). | 

Brent Res, one on Mar 11th (ASMS). Broadwater GP, one on Oct 29th was later 
seen at Troy Mill GP (AVM). King George VI Res, one was reported intermittently 
between Mar 3rd and May 4th (CL et al) - more than one bird may have been 
involved. Staines Res, one on Mar 2nd (JWH). 

Queen Mother Res, one from Nov 28th to Dec 9th (JAS,AVM ef al). Wraysbury 
GP, one on Mar 4th and from 12th to 14th (RRG) and one from Dec 24th to year 
end (RRG). | 

Beddington SF, a summer plumaged adult on Sept 2nd (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, 
one from Oct 11th to 28th (SWG ef a/). Island Barn Res, one on Dec 20th (SJS). 
Molesey GP, one on Nov 10th to 14th (SJS et al). 
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Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, less frequent than the next 
species. 


Netherhall GP, one on Feb 12th (RWB). Wm Girling Res, two on Dec 2nd and one 
on Dec 5th (JEPJV). 

Bowyer’s GP, a summer plumaged adult from Apr 25th to 30th (SC,IK ef a/). 
Brent Res, one on Jan 8th (JMn) and one on Dec 8th (RB). Staines Res, one 
from Apr 6th to 28th (KLP ef a/). 

Queen Mother Res, singles on Mar 26th, Nov | 1th and from Dec 3rd to 6th (JAS). 


Records remained at a low ebb in 1995 with no sign of the species becoming any 
more regular in the London Area. 


1994 Additional Records 
Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 17th (DL). 
Queen Mother Res, one from Jan Ist to 11th (JAS). 


1993 Correction 
Walthamstow Res, the bird first seen on Jan 4th remained until Jan 14th. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 


Status: passage migrant and former regular winter visitor. 





Hall Marsh, one from Feb 2nd to 4th (SC,JF et a/). King George V Res, singles 
from Mar 12th to 23rd, Aug 29th, from Sept 10th to Oct 2nd, Oct 31st, Nov 11th 
and Dec 6th and 7th (PAB,AM,PJV et a/). Wm Girling Res, one on Aug 23rd, 
four from Sept 21st to Oct 28th, two on Nov Sth and one from Noy 10th to Dec 7th 
at least (PJV et al). 

Amwell GP, two on Apr 10th and 11th (BR ef a/). Turnford Marsh GP, one from 
Feb 27th to Mar 10th (IK ef a/). 

Brent Res, one from Sept 15th to 29th, two on Sept 30th, singles on Oct Ist and 
Nov 5th (LAB,RB,AGV er a/). King George VI Res, one on Aug 13th (PN), three 
on Aug 20th (CL,AVM), one from Sept 9th to 16th (AVM,PN) with two on Sept 
18th (AVM). Ponders End Lake, one on Dec 16th (AC). Staines Res, one on Mar 
17th (KLP) and one on Apr | 1th (KLP), one from Aug Ist to 13th, four on Aug 
27th and 28th, five on Sept 2nd, singles on many dates between Sept 3rd and Oct 
29th, with two on Sept 10th and Oct 10th, singles on Nov 12th, 18th, 25th and Dec 
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3rd (CL,AVM,DJM,PN ef a/). Stoke Newington Res, one from Aug 20th to 23rd 
(JG/). Wraysbury Res, two on Aug 24th and one on Aug 30th (CL). 

Horton GP, one on Jan 28th (JE,LGRE,AVM) was the same as seen earlier at 
Queen Mother Res and one on Aug 22nd (CDRH). Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 
28th and one on Sept Ist (JAS). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, two on Aug 31st (SWR). 

Island Barn Res, one on Nov 6th (ML). Thorpe Water Park, one on Jan Ist, three 
on Jan 15th and two on Feb 19th (PH). Walton Res, one on Sept 7th (DMH). 


A better year than 1994, but still a poorish showing. At least there were a few 
spring passage records this year and it was encouraging to see birds attempting to 
winter again at least. The spring showing at Staines Res was again poor and the 
autumn passage there hardly inspiring. Balanced against this there were an unusual 
number of reports.from sites that rarely records this species. 


Gannet Sula bassana 
Status: scarce visitor. 


Bury Lake, a full adult on Apr 26th (RRD,GMH) made several circuits of the 
lake, landed amongst Mute Swans before ending up in a Rickmansworth garden 
from where it was taken into care. The bird recovered and was eventually released 
at Portland, Dorset at the end of May. 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, an adult flew N on Apr 22nd (RG). 


Two typically unpredictable records of this species - the 49th and 50th this century. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 


Status: recently established breeding resident at one site, common elsewhere 
especially in winter. 


The breeding colony at Walthamstow Res expanded again to a total of 152 nests 
(an increase of 16 over the 1994 figure of 136. However, readers should remember 
that the first breeding record was as recent as 1987 and other recent nest counts 
were 58 in 1993, 30 in 1992 and five in 1991. 


The species continues to increase throughout the Area with many sites where it 
was formerly only a scarce visitor or occasional flyover, now recording birds ona 
regular basis. There was a particularly good series of roost counts at Queen 
Elizabeth I] Res. Large counts from sites which held more than 100 birds during 
the year, other particularly interesting records and a summary of Inner London 


. records are given below. 


Fishers Green, 100 on Jan 13th. Walthamstow Res, monthly maxima (mostly roost 
counts): 206 in January, 200 in February, 255 in March, 190 in August, 243 in 
September, 365 in October, 115 in November and 96 in December. 

Broadwater GP, 250 roosting on Dec 29th. King George VI Res, 215 on Sept 17th. 
Staines Res, a series of large counts in October peaked at 220 on Oct 14th. 
Wraysbury Res, monthly maxima: August: 427, September: 241, November: 412, 
December: 23. Inner London: flyover birds very widely reported in groups 
numbering up to 16 birds. Maxima in the parks was up to 14 in Regent’s Park and 
similar numbers were seen regularly by the River Thames at Bankside and Lambeth. 
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Queen Mother Res, 252 on Jan 18th and 180 on Feb 17th. Wraysbury GP, 100 on 
Oct 28th, 206 on Nov 12th and 122 on Dec 10th. 

Thamesmead, peak counts of 125 in September, 110 in October and 103 in 
November. 

Island Barn Res, peak count of 188 in December. Queen Elizabeth II Res, peak 
counts of 260 in January, 291 in February, 345 in March, 160 in April, 102 in May, 
295 in August, 462 in September, 516 in October, 485 in November and 496 in 
December. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 


Status: irregular visitor, occasionally in good numbers. Usually occurs in winter 
but may stay for long periods. 


Rainham Marsh, one on Mar 4th and other singles on Nov 11th and Dec 30th 
(MKD,SRP). 

Brent Res, one on Feb 3rd (LAB). Bushy Park, a juvenile on Oct 20th (PG). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, two on Apr 12th and one on Dec 29th (SWR). 

Walton Res, one from Nov 22nd to 26th was also seen at Queen Elizabeth II Res 
(DMH,NJM,SJS). Jnner London: River Thames at Wandsworth, three on Feb 8th 
(RJA). 


Only eight records is a very low number compared to recent years but readers 
should remember that appearances of this species in the London Area are sporadic 
and unpredictable. Perhaps we have been rather spoilt by the notable influxes in 
recent years. 


Bittern _Botaurus stellaris 


Status: rare winter visitor which has become much more regular in recent years, 
often returning to favoured sites. 


Amwell GP, one from Mar 14th to 29th (MI,BR er a/). Cheshunt GP, two remaining 
from 1994 were present on Seventy Acres GP until Feb 12th with one staying to 
Mar 8th (TJH et a/); later in the year one was seen from Oct 5th, two from Oct 
26th, three from Nov 4th and four reported on numerous dates in December (TJH 
et al). Hilfield Park Res, one on Dec 3rd (BC,GSE,JFe). Rye Meads, one remaining 
from 1994 was present until Mar 3rd (RMRG ef a/) and one from Nov 5th to year 
end (DL g). 

Bedfont Lakes, one on Feb 24th (JH) and one on Noy 21st (DWN). Brent Res, one 
on Dec 27th (per LAB). 

Tilehouse South GP, one seen on three dates between Jan 7th and 29th (CL,AVM). 
Wraysbury GP, the bird from 1994 was seen again on Jan Ist (RRG) and presumably 
the same bird was seen on many dates between Feb Sth to Mar 16th 
(RRG,AVM,DJM ef a/); what may have been the same returning bird was seen 
from Dec 28th into 1996 (GMH,CL,PN ef a/). 

Ruxley GP, one on Dec 30th (SJG). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Dec 27th (SWR). 


Continuing the excellent run of recent years, seven birds were logged in the London 
Area in the first part of the year and 11 in the latter part. This made 1995 even 
better for this species than 1994 and surely the best year ever on record. This 
species has certainly become more regular in recent years in the London Area 
and, thanks particularly to the Cheshunt GP birds, there can be few areas in Britain 
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where the species 1s easier to see in the winter months. It is certainly worth looking 
for at any well vegetated gravel pit in the winter months. 


1994 Additional Record 
Bedfont Lakes CP, one on Jan 28th (RRG) and Feb 4th (JH,DWN). 


Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 
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Hampstead Heath, an adult female on June 18th from 18.00 hrs to nightfall 
(PJC,PWD,MAH,ASMS ef ai). 


A superb record, the first in the London Area since 1976 and only the eighth ever. 
There was considerable confusion when the bird was initially found (wrong species 
at the wrong site!) but thankfully 35 to 40 observers managed to see the bird 
before darkness fell. Sadly it was gone by dawn despite looking settled on the tiny 
Leg of Mutton Pond. See account on p.168. 


Little Egret Egretta garzetta 


Status: rare vagrant which has become much more regular in recent years as national 
records have increased. 


Bedfont Lakes CP, one on July 30th (DWN). King George VI Res, one on July 
30th was seen earlier at Staines Res and also in Bucks (FRC): Staines Moor, one 
on Aug 31st (DJM). Staines Res, one on July 30th (FRC). Tottenham Marsh, one 
on June Ist (JP7). 

Queen Mother Res, one on July 30th (JAS) - see photograph opposite p.32; also 
seen in Middx. 

Beddington SF, one on Aug 15th (AMP et al). 
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Yet another good year for this species in the London Area with four records taking 
the Area total to 20. The bird on July 30th was seen at four different west London 
sites. Someday, one will stay for an extended period. 


1991 Additional Record 
Beddington SF, one on June 2nd (PRA). 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Another bumper season; the overall breeding total rising yet again to 415 pairs 
(up from 391 in 1994). The fortunes of this species in the London Area appear to 
be healthy; it will be interesting to see if a decline follows the severe cold snap in 
the first half of January 1997. The largest concentration was once again at 
Walthamstow Res which holds the second largest heronry in Britain. All breeding 
records and the largest counts away from breeding sites are given. 


Waltham Abbey Wood, 23 occupied nests. Walthamstow Res, 111 occupied nests 
(116 in 1994). Dagenham Chase, 15 on Sept 29th and Oct 29th. Interesting 
observations included a melanistic bird at Dagenham Chase on Jan 29th. 
Amwell GP, one nest (1 in 1994); one was observed killing and eating a juvenile 
Starling on June 25th. Panshanger Park, one nest. Stocker’s Lake, 67 occupied 
nests (58 in 1994). Verulamium Lake, four nests (3 in 1994). 

Broadwater GP, 32 occupied nests (40 in 1994). Kempton Park, 50 occupied nests 
(35 in 1994). Osterley Park, nine occupied nests (7 in 1994). Syon Park, three 
occupied nests (same as 1994). Yiewsley GP, ten occupied nests (same as 1994). 
Away from breeding areas up to 18 were counted at Brent Res on several dates. 
Inner London: Chelsea Creek, 15 feeding on June 25th. Regent’s Park, 26 occupied 
nests (15 in 1994). 

Wraysbury GP, monthly maxima: January - 21, February - 23, March - 29, April - 
5, September - 6, October - 16, November - 11, December - 4. 

Swanscombe Marsh, seven nests; 49 on May 27th. 

Bookham Common, nine occupied nests (5 in 1994). Brentford Ait, 12 occupied 
nests (12 in 1994). Gatton Lake, 13 occupied nests (18 in 1994). Isleworth Ait, 
nine occupied nests (10 in 1994). Richmond Park, five occupied nests (7 in 1994). 
The maximum count away from breeding sites was 28 at Bell Lane Creek on the 
River Wandle and 25 at Beddington SF in July and August. /nner London: Battersea 
Park, 23 occupied nests (15 in 1994). 


1994 Correction 
Nower Wood, one pair present, but did not breed as published in LBR 59. This 
reduces the overall breeding total in London from 392 to 391. 


Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
Status: very rare migrant. 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, an adult flew NW at 15.05 hrs on Dec 2nd (SJS). 


The 20th London record on a very unusual date. Interestingly, one left the North 
Kent Marshes at 10.00 hrs on the same day. This remains a very rare and elusive 
bird in the London Area. 
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The number of breeding pairs for the past five years in each county is given in the 
following table. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
199] WD pl 3 a 3 3 3 63 
1992 13 Di, 8 6 4 6 8 72 
1993 20 16 9 4 9 6 12 76 
1994 21 18 11 6 8) 6 12 83 
1995 19 16 18 4 Y) 4 14 84 


The breeding population of this species seems to have stabilised at around 80 
pairs after the increases recorded in the early 1990s as a result of the ban on use of 
lead shot by fisherman. Please continue to submit all breeding records of this 
species so that we can continue to monitor the situation. The largest counts are 
given under respective counties below. 


King George V Res, 46 on Oct 4th. Walthamstow Res, 27 in February, 23 in April, 
26 in May, 60 in June, 89 in July, 88 in August, 65 in September and 42 in October, 
Bury Lake, 60 on Feb 19th, 58 on Mar 19th, 48 on Apr 16th. 

Broadwater GP, 69 on Oct Ist. Bushy Park, monthly max: January - 115, February 
- 121, March - 75, April - 88, May- 94, June - 125, July - 92, August - 74, September 
- 85, October - 173, November - 140, December - 100. Hampton Court Park, 63 
on Sept 16th, 43 on Nov 30th and 71 on Dec 13th. Inner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, maximum of 25 on Apr 4th. 

Wraysbury GP, monthly max: January - 5, February - 39, March - 14, July - 29, 
August - 35, September - 114, October - 101, November - 28, December - 37. 
River Thames at Molesey, 62 on Feb 26th, 56 on May 26th, 77 on Sept 3rd and 65 
on Nov 4th. Walton Res, 51 on July 21st. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 
Status: scarce migrant, usually in autumn, and winter visitor. 


Fairlop Lake, one on Dec 22nd and five on Dec 27th (AAB). King George V Res, 
two on Nov 13th (JF). 

Amwell GP, one on Dec 22nd (MI,BR). 

Horton GP, two on Dec 30th (CDRH). 


Another poor year for this scarce migrant and winter visitor to the London Area 
with only five records, four of which occurred in an eight day period at the end of 
the year. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Status: rare winter visitor. 


Hilfield Park Res, one flew SE on Dec 24th (GSE). 
Holmethorpe SP, three on Mar 4th (IK/,PK/). 


Whilst two records does not constitute a good year for this species, it was a 
considerably better showing than in 1994 when none was recorded. The Herts 
bird co-incided with a mini-influx of Bewick’s Swans. 
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White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers. Often 
difficult to ascertain whether odd birds are wild or escaped/feral. 


See also Appendix I for obviously escaped/feral birds. 


Netherhall GP, an immature on Dec 28th and 30th (AH,WR). 

Staines Moor, three (2 adults and one immature) on Dec 17th (PN). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, three or four on many dates from January to Apr 14th (SWR), 
four on Apr 2nd and three on 14th. Thamesmead, eight flew W on Feb 2nd (AP). 
Beddington SF, two adults flew E at 08.30 hrs on Apr 3rd (BBR). Holmethorpe 
SP. a first-winter bird flew E at 09.15 hrs on Dec 4th (GWJH). 


A poor showing for this species with no decent sized flocks at all. Some of the 
records given above may be of doubtful origin. 


1994 Additional Record 
Amwell GP, a first-winter bird from Feb Sth to 20th (BR). 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Status: common feral breeding resident. 


Widely reported in small numbers across the region from gravel pits, lakes and 
reservoirs. Breeding records (with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) and 
large counts are given below. The usual huge counts were reported from Sevenoaks 
Reserve. 


Belhus Woods CP (7); 66 on Aug 22nd. Hall Marsh (1). Rainham GP (3). 
Walthamstow Res (3); 19 on Mar Sth. 

Lynster’s Farm, 48 on Jan Ist, 24 on Feb 21st, 14 on Mar 31st, 47 on Aug 3 Ist, 21 
on Sept 8th and in November and December. Stocker’s Lake, 59 on Sept 13th was 
the maximum count for the year. 

Broadwater GP, 20 on Dec 28th. Jnner London: present in the Royal Parks in 
usual numbers throughout the year. 

Wraysbury GP (1). 

Holmethorpe SP (3); 55 on Aug 23rd, 52 on Sept 3rd, 53 on Oct 4th, 48 on Dec 
6th. 

Bexley (2). Darenth Lake (2); 85 on Jan 29th. Ruxley GP (2). Sevenoaks reserve, 
monthly maxima: January - 155, February - 186, March - 142, April - 103, May - 
126, June - 155, July -226, August - 285, September - 290, October - 156, November 
- 221, December - 100. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Status: very common feral breeding resident; controlled. 


The status of this common feral species in the London Area was examined in 
detail by Baker, 1992 (LBR 56: 175-182) and readers are referred to that paper. As 
part of the ongoing programme to control numbers, many eggs were pricked 
particularly at Inner London sites. Whilst this action seems to be having the desired 
effect at those sites chosen (e.g. the Royal Parks and Hampstead Heath where 
very few young were hatched) the species is still increasing at other sites such as 





ABOVE: Little Egret and Black-headed Gull at Queen Mother Res, July 1995 
(J.A. Simpson) 


BELOW: Blue-winged Teal at Brent Res, December 1995 (Brad Charteris) 
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Beddington SF and in the Lea Valley. Localities with five or more broods or 
breeding pairs (numbers in parentheses) and the highest counts from sites holding 
300 or more birds at some time during the year are given below, as well as details 
of an interesting breeding record. 


Belhus Woods CP (5). Dagenham Chase (5). Fishers Green, 150 on Jan 13th and 
435 on Dec 29th. Hainault Forest (7). Netherhall GP, 400 on Dec 28th. Rainham 
GP (5). Walthamstow Res (42); monthly max: January - 287, February - 227, 
March - 286, April - 267, May - 314, June - 1,076, July - 620, August - 416, 
September - 324, October - 151, November - 208, December - 288. 

Stocker’s Lake, at least ten broods. Rye Meads (8). 

Alexandra Park (19). Kempton Park, 500 on Sept 10th. King George VI Res, 417 
on Oct 21st. Osterley Park, one pair nested in a dusused heron’s nest seven metres 
up in an oak tree. Wood Green Res (5). 

Langley Park, 453 on Oct 3rd and 270 on Nov 27th. Wraysbury GP (16+), monthly 
max: January - 155, February - 90, March - 107, April - 47, May - 120, June - 147, 
July - 216, August - 177, September - 390, October - 67, November - 58, December 
=D iM. 

Beddington SF (10). 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Status: formerly scarce migrant and winter visitor, greatly increased in recent years 
especially in November. 


Great Parndon, Harlow, five flew E on Dec 4th (AH). Rainham Marsh, ten on Nov 
4th (SRP) and one on Dec Sth and 9th (SRP,PS). 

Broadwater GP, one on Dec 16th (CL). King George VI Res, one on Mar 25th 
(CL,AVM,PN), one of dubious origin on Aug 13th (PN) and five flew E on Nov 
12th (AVM,PN) - seen earlier at Queen Mother Res and later at Staines Res and 
Queen Elizabeth II Res. Queen Mary Res, two on Nov 12th (DJM). Staines Moor, 
one on Mar 26th (KLP). Staines Res, five flew E from King George VI Res on 
Nov 12th (APG,PAR) and four on Dec 3rd (AVM,PN). Stanwell Moor, two on 
Mar 27th (P Jackson). Tottenham Marsh, 15 on Dec 8th (JPr). Upper Halliford, 
12 flew SE on on Nov 26th (JASs). 

Queen Mother Res, five in the early morning of Nov 12th (CDRH,JAS), one on 
Dec Ist, 21 on Dec 4th and two on Dec 16th (JAS). 

Chipstead Lake, one on Dec 15th and 16th (TRS). Dartford Marsh, one on Sept 
30th (CW,NW,RW). Sevenoaks reserve, one on Dec 16th and 25th (SWR). 
Swanscombe Marsh, 15 circled over on Nov 4th (DM). Thamesmead one flew E 
on Nov 29th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, three flew SE on Nov 12th (JPPW). Beddington SF, 22 flew SE 
on Apr 20th (KJM). Holmethorpe SP, seven flew S on Nov 12th and one on Nov 
30th (PK). Queen Elizabeth IT Res, five on Nov 12th (DMH,SJS,DGn). Walton 
Res, seven flew in from the E on Dec 12th (DMH). /nner London: Southbank, 
SE1, 15 flew S on Dec 4th (DL). 


Another good year for this species but no really big groups this year. November 
was once again the key month with a clear influx on 12th. Nowadays, it is certainly 
worth looking for this species at any large body of water at the relevant time of the 
year. 
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1994 Additional Records 
Queen Mother Res, one on the water on Feb 28th, 31 flew S on Nov 17th and nine 
on the water on Nov 22nd (JAS). 


1994 Correction 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, nine on Nov 5th. Observer was DMH and not SJS as 
published in LBR 59. 


Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 


Status: uncommon feral breeding resident, recently established in the north-east 
of the Area. 


One pair bred again at Amwell GP and they managed to hatch three broods but 
none of the 17 young survived. Four adults probably remain in the Lea Valley and 
the best chance of spreading outside of this area seems to rest with the Surrey 
sector. All records are given or summarised below. : 


Fishers Green, one on Apr 9th and 16th. Nazeing GP, up to three adults all year. 
Paynes Lane GP, one seen on many dates - no doubt one of the Amwell/Nazeing 
birds. 

Amwell GP, one pair all year with a second visiting on occasion; one pair bred 
hatching three broods (5,5,7) none of which survived. Broxbourne GP, one on Jan 
Ist. 

Bedfont Lakes, one on Dec 1 Ith. 

Holmethorpe SP, two on Apr 27th. Oxted, three on many dates from Mar 23rd to 
Apr 24th. Walton Res, three on Jan 8th and 20th - may have originated from a 
nearby waterfowl collection. 


Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 


Status: decreasing breeding resident on Lower Thames, regular visitor to major 
inland waters where it breeds in small numbers. 


Reported widely throughout the Area but the number of breeding pairs reported 
was well down both on the Thames and on inland waters. There remains great 
cause for concern over the future of this species on the Lower Thames where 
habitat destruction is undoubtedly having an adverse effect. Long term breeding 
prospects are probably much better on inland waters. Breeding records (with number 
of pairs or broods in parentheses) and highest counts in each sector are given 
below. 


Barking Bay (2). Beckton (2). King George V Res (1). Rainham Marsh (6). The 
highest counts at principal localities along the Lower Thames are given in the 
following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Barking 78 = Ill VW 76 86 6128 38 of ~ 104 4230" 210 
Becton 50 90 70 15 - - - - - - ~ - 
Rainham 240) AO) ESO) 80 - - 30 18 30 77 10) 150 


Amwell GP (1). Stocker’s Lake (1). 
Perry Oaks SF, 17 on Mar 19th and 21 on June 24th. Queen Mary Res, 18 on Dec 
29th. Staines Res (1). Wraysbury Res (2). 
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Jani wieby Mar -Apra May-Jun.) (Julo Aue, Sep» “Oct. Noy “Dec 
Staines Res 16 36 46 44 68 68 18 20 3 l 3 B) 


Horton GP, seven on Feb 16th. Queen Mother Res, 15 on June 6th. Yiewsley GP 
(1) - the latter on the Bucks section of the pit. 
Stone Marsh (1). on the Lower Thames are given below: 


Jan. ‘Feb ‘Mar’ “Apr. May Jun Jul Aug Sep \Oct, Nov Dec 


Dartford Marsh 21 31 17 21 26 - 10 - 46 - = 16 
Charlton 71 95 28 15 8 9 D. = 8 2 23 85 
Thamesmead 178 25 Dp, - - = - = = lz! = = 


Dulwich Park, one feral pair produced four young. Walton Res, maxima of 20 in 
March, 48 in April and 30 in May. 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 
Status: established, locally common, feral breeding resident. 


Another good spread of counts which included a series of massive roost counts 
from Epsom Common in October. Other good counts outside the breeding season 
came from Connaught Water and Grovelands Park. The species remains 
surprisingly rare in the Kent sector. All breeding records are given below (number 
of pairs or broods in parentheses) together with large counts. Observers are 
encouraged to continue submitting all records to enable ongoing monitoring of 
the pattern for this species. 


Connaught Water (1); up to 50 in January (a record for this site), 36 in October, 
and 30 in December. Warren Pond, Chingford (1). 

Panshanger Park (4); up to 31 in June, up to 22 in July, 29 in August, 25 in 
September and 18 in October. 

Bushy Park (1). Grovelands Park (4), another good series of roost counts late in 
the year included 48 on Sept 25th, 49 on Oct 18th, 47 on Nov 19th and 35 on Dec 
29th. Osterley Park (1). Stanmore Common (1). Whitewebbs Wood Lake (1), 11 
adults on May 29th. ; 
Wraysbury GP, reported on many dates with a maximum of seven on Dec 28th. 
The species remains very scarce in this sector with reports coming from only one 
site - Sevenoaks Reserve, singles on Jan 14th, 23rd and Dec 30th. 

Bookham Common (2). Burhill Allotments, Hersham, 19 on the Mole on 
Dec 11th. Burwood Park, 24 on Sept 30th and 30 on Dec 30th. Epsom 
Common (1); maxima of 85 in September and then a series of massive roost 
counts in October - 117 on 3rd, 127 on Sth, 133 on 10th and 104 on 16th. Gatton 
Lake, 25 on Dec 23rd. Kew Gardens (1). Nower Wood (1). River Mole at 
West End (1). River Thames at Sunbury Lock (2). Rushett Farm (1). Wimbledon 
Common (1). 


Wigeon Anas penelope 
Status: common winter visitor, with occasional summer records. 


Good numbers of this attractive duck were reported at the beginning of the year 
with especially good counts at Walton Res and an isolated large count (probably 
involving the same birds) at Kempton Park in January and February. Numbers 
were generally lower at the end of the year but Walton Res again held a large 
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number in December. Monthly winter maxima from the main localities is given in 
the table below and is followed by a listing of unseasonal occurrences and summary 
of other interesting records under their respective counties. 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Hall Marsh 180 150 130 = = = 
Netherhall GP 89 74 54 = - 150 
Rainham Marsh 59 50 100 30 35 60 
Amwell GP 270 85 50 333 28 29 
Hilfield Park Res 85 WD 26 30 58 95 
Broadwater GP 116 - - 100 170 - 
Kempton Park RC - 400 80 - 180 360 
King George VI Res BA 137 8 305 88 120 
Staines Res 89 262 220 3 91 cal 
Wraysbury GP 2 4 4 212 96 ae 
Dartford Marsh ; 47 40 35 2 DD 66 
Thorpe Park 115 69 114 20 47 115 
Walton Res 430 509 324 78 156 524 


Nazeing GP, 99 on Dec 14th. Wm Girling Res, two on July 14th. 

Cheshunt GP, 113 on Oct 25th. 

Kempton Park Res, 128 on Feb 11th. Ponders End Lake, 106 on Dec 28th. 
Wraysbury Res, one on June | 6th. nner London: one at New River Walk, Islington, 
N1 from Mar 26th to Apr Ist. 

Queen Mother Res, 160 flew W in five flocks on Nov Sth. 

Swanscombe Marsh, one on May 18th. 

Beddington SF, one on July 16th. Walton Res, one on July 17th. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 
Status: local breeding resident and common winter visitor. 


A very, very poor year for this duck in the London Area. With mild weather in 
both winter periods it seems that very few Gadwall were displaced from the 
continent into the London Area. Evidence of breeding came from six sites with a 
particularly impressive minimum total of 25 pairs at Rye Meads. Counts at the 
beginning of the year were especially poor. Counts from some main sites are given 
in tabular form below and are followed by details of breeding birds and the 
remaining highest county counts. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Rainham GP - - - - - 65 Joe 100 
Amwell GP 53) NOS 11 8 61 - - - 
Rye Meads SOR aii 45 36 60 63 47 40 
Broadwater GP - - - - 172 - 210 - 
Kempton Park Res 1G ORS. | - - 46 3) lla 
King George VI Res 53) 78 7a 44 - 36 35, 2. 124, 
Stoke Newington Res 45 36 - - 45 90 70 60 
Horton GP 69 71 104 - - - - - 
Wraysbury GP 109 22 13 2 216; 366) =2633350G 
Thorpe Park 94 105 23 - - 47 44 60 
Walton Res 44 45 43 26 14 81 22) ali 


Beckton, 65 on Jan 4th. Hall Marsh, two broods seen. Hooks Marsh, four broods 
seen. Rainham GP, two pairs summered. Rainham Marsh, up to 100 in March. 
Amwell GP, three broods seen. Hilfield Park Res, 84 on Jan 2nd, 84 on Nov 29th 
and Dec 24th; four in late May and June. Maple Lodge NR, 110 on July 21st; one 
brood seen. Panshanger Park, one pair bred. Rye Meads, at least 25 pairs raised a 
minimum of 21 broods (150 young). 
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Brent Res, up to nine in June; 143 on Dec 16th. Kempton Park Res, 34 on June 
18th. King George VI Res, one on June 4th. Perry Oaks SE, 17 on June 10th. 
Staines Res, up to six in June. Stoke Newington Res, one on June 1 8th. Wraysbury 
Res, 11 on June 16th. 

Tilehouse GP, 66 on Aug 24th and 91 on Dec 17th. Wraysbury GP, one on June 
18th. 

Ruxley GP, 27 on Dec 24th was the best count in this sector. Sevenoaks Reserve, 
up to three in June. 

Barn Elms Res, 81 on Feb Sth. Beddington SF, a pair in June but no young seen. 
Holmethorpe SP, two on June June 28th. Richmond Park, 76 on Nov Sth. Walton 
Res, up to nine in June. 


Teal Anas crecca 
Status: common winter visitor and rare breeder. 


There were no definite breeding records in 19954, although a typical scattering of 
birds were present in summer. After the very poor numbers reported in 1993, 1994 
proved to be a better year and 1995 was better still. There were four counts 
exceeding 500 birds, compared to none at all in 1993 and two in 1994. The count 


’ of 1,100 at Rainham Marsh was particularly noteworthy, being the first four- 


figure count in London since 1,200 were present at the same locality in February 
1991. The Staines and Walton reservoir peak counts are also notable. Peak 
monthly counts from principal localities are shown in tabular form and details 
of summer records are given under respective counties in the text together with 
an Inner London record. Many of the late June records clearly relate to early 
returning migrants. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr SCD OCT NOM Dec 
Barking Bay 395 = 237 - Ii ASS DAG. aio 
Beckton 250 - - 100 - - - 
King George V Res 100 - - - 28 33 lb O20 e 
Rainham Marsh 383 200 400 20 40 100 120 1100 
Amwell GP 77 15 40 10 30 26 70 90 
Rye Meads QA ASO 80 7 10 60 60 ~=100 
Kempton Park Res IS) 46 - - 1] Se eLOOl 600 
King George VI Res 147 59 42 - - 344 438 381 
Staines Res (32 BO5 32 DS 7 80 55 34 
Wraysbury GP 38 36 4] 8 8 49 196 143 
Charlton (Thames) - - - - OME 6S S28) e011 
Dartford Marsh 355) TP 44 4 50 - 10 50 
Sevenoaks reserve LEG? 37) a) 4] 64 Sy) 89 166 
Thamesmead 373) 10 6 ] 70 60), W100) S265 
Barn Elms Res 529 - 249 - AN: BAS lage © he! 
Beddington SF 400 300 300 = 40 140 260 300 
Walton Res 340 57 36 25 S07 395 AOD 77/0 


Berwick Ponds, two pairs summered. Dagenham Chase, up to three in June. 
Rainham Marsh, two pairs in summer. 

Amwell GP, two in late June. Rye House Marsh, a pair on June 25th and 26th. 
Brent Res, one pair summered. Perry Oaks SF, a pair on June 24th. Stain Hill Res, 
one on June 18th. Staines Res, one on June 18th. Inner London: Bankside Reach, 
23 flew NW on Aug 9th (DL). 

Sevenoaks reserve, two on June 23rd. 

Barn Elms Res, one on June 26th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, two on June 25th. 
South Norwood CP, three on June 14th. Walton Res, two on June 18th, 21 on June 
24th, four on June 27th. 
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Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 


Status: very common and widespread breeding resident with numbers increasing 
in winter. 


Once again it must be stressed that the numbers reported to the Society certainly 
do not represent a full picture of the status of this very common species which 
must be present on just about every pond, lake, river, reservoir and puddle in the 
Area! Highest county counts, other counts in excess of 300 and the larger breeding 
concentrations are given below. 


Rainham Marsh, 12 pairs bred. Walthamstow Res, 177 on Jan 15th. 

Amwell GP, 336 on Jan 15th and 325 on Dec 30th. Panshanger Park, 500 birds 
were released for shooting in July which clearly accounts for a substantial 
proportion of the large counts later in the year at this site which peaked at 870 on 
Oct 22nd. Rye Meads, at least 24 pairs raised 118 young from 21 broods. 

Bushy Park, 174 on Oct 8th. Brent Res, ten broods. Hampstead Heath, minimum 
of 20 broods. Hampton Court Park, 187 on June 21st. Staines Res, up to 439 in 
August, 648 in September, 230 in October, 384 in November and 172 in December. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, 20 pairs bred; 301 on Dec 10th. St James’s Park, at 
least 20 broods seen; 123 on Feb 24th and 127 on July 23rd. 

Wraysbury GP, 160 on Sept 17th was the highest count for the sector. 

River Thames at Charlton, 152 on Aug 21st. 

Holmethorpe SP, 15 broods. Richmond Park, 200 on Nov 4th. 


Pintail Anas acuta 


Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers. Very occasional 
summer records. Declining. 


Recent LBR’s have lamented the decline of this species in the Area at its former 
strongholds on the Lower Thames. The situation in 1995 was little better with 
very few records from the Lower Thames - it is very sad to contrast this with the 
species’ regularity there only a few years ago. 


It seems almost invariable now that one of the west London reservoirs will have a 
good sequence of records of this species and this year it was the turn of King 
George VI Res. It is certainly now the case that the best chance of seeing this 
species in the London Area is during autumn migration in October and November 
or waiting for a lone bird or two to take up winter residence on a reservoir or 
gravel pit. All records are given or summarised. 


Barking Bay, one on Jan 15th. Connaught Water, one on Feb 14th. Cornmill Meads, 
one from Aug 27th to Sept 4th. Rainham Marsh, one on Feb 18th and 25th and 
three on Mar 4th. Wm Girling Res, two on Mar 13th and one on Sept 4th. 
Amwell GP, two on Mar 12th, one on Sept 23rd, one from Oct Ist to year end was 
joined by a second from Oct 18th and a third from Dec 30th. Hilfield Park Res, 14 
on Dec 30th. Maple Lodge NR, one on Nov 7th. Stocker’s Lake, one from Jan 8th 
to Mar 6th and one on Sept 10th. 

Broadwater GP, two on Oct Ist, four on Oct 7th, three on Oct 20th, two on Nov 


~ 19th and Dec 2nd. Hampton Court Park, one on Sept 2nd. Kempton Park Res, one 


on Apr 8th. King George VI Res, one on Jan 15th, one on Mar 5th, one on Sept Ist 
and then a good series of records to Nov 18th with a maximum of eight on Oct 
23rd. Perry Oaks SF, one on Apr Ist. Ravenscourt Park, two on Aug 23rd. Staines 
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Moor, one on Nov 6th. Staines Res, one on Jan 15th and 11 on Sept 17th. 
Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 17th. Jnner London: Regent’s Park, two flew NE on 
Aug | 1th (ARD,DJ). St James’s Park, six flew in on Jan 26th and were thought to 
be wild (RFS). 

Chalfont Park, one on Sept 14th. Horton GP, one from Dec 6th to year end. 
Dartford Marsh, singles on Jan 30th and Feb 25th. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on 
Sept 9th and 1 6th. 

Barn Elms Res, two on Feb 1 8th and Apr 4th, six on Aug 18th, two on Aug 28th, 
eight on Sept 10th and 15th, six on Sept 29th and two on Oct Ist. Beddington SF, 
five on Sept 5th, one on Sept 7th, one on Sept 27th and then one or two birds were 
regularly present to the year with also five on Oct 6th, 12 flew over on Oct 22nd, 
and four on Dec 30th. Holmethorpe SP, seven on Dec 29th and three or four on 
Dec 30th. Island Barn Res, five on Nov 8th. Lonsdale Road Res, three from Jan 
14th to 23rd and five on Feb 12th. Richmond Park, a wild bird on Nov Sth. River 
Wandle at Bell Lane Creek, ten on Oct 12th, eight on Nov 26th and three on Dec 
31st. Walton Res, five on Sept 2nd, one on Dec 19th and two on Dec 22nd. 


Garganey — j Anas querquedula 
Status: scarce passage migrant, very occasionally breeding. 


In contrast to recent years, a healthy spring passage occurred in 1995 with 11 
records. The record of a settled male at Swanscombe is intriguing and hopes must 
have been raised at Beddington SF when a pair arrived together on Apr 14th. 


Autumn was again very impressive with an excellent series of records especially 
in August. Walton Res took the honours for this in 1995 and there were also good 
presences at Amwell GP, Rye Meads, Beddington and especially King George VI 
Res. In spring the first was recorded on Apr 14th and the last on May 18th. The 
last bird of autumn proper departed Walton Res on Nov Ist but one remained at 
Brent Res until Dec 30th. All records are given. : 


Berwick Ponds, one on July 13th and 14th (KB ef a/). Hall Marsh, two on Oct 8th 
(AH). King George V Res, one from Sept 9th to Oct 10th (RMC er a/). Rainham 
Marsh, singles on May 8th (SRP) and Sept 17th (MKD). 

Amwell GP, singles on July 31st, Aug 7th, 12th, 14th and Sept 17th (BR ez a/). 
Hilfield Park Res, a male on May 11th (GSE,SHM) and one from Sept 3rd to 17th 
(JFe et al). Rye Meads, one seen on five dates between Aug 25th and Sept 16th 
(RMRG). Stocker’s Lake, a male on May 15th (RRD). 

Brent Res, one from May 16th to 19th (DLo et al), one on Aug 9th (JPC,AGV) 
and one from Sept 2nd until Dec 30th (LAB ef a/). Kempton Park Res, an eclipse 
male from Aug Sth to 20th (CL,AVM,PN et a/). King George VI Res, two males 
on May 7th (AVM) with one still present on 8th (CL), two on Aug 5th (PN), one 
on Aug 24th (CL) and two on Sept 17th and 19th (PN,DJM). Perry Oaks SF, one 
on Aug Sth and two on Aug 8th (CL). Staines Res, a male on May 3rd 
(JWH,AVM,DJM) and 5th (LGRE) and one on Aug 8th (PN). Stanwell Moor, a 
male on May 12th (PJ). Stoke Newington Res, singles on Sept 5th and 16th (JG/). 
Wraysbury Res, one from Sept Ist to 8th with a second on Sept 6th (CL,AVM et 
al). Inner London: Regent’s Park, a male from Apr 30th to May Sth (ARD,DJ). 
Old Slade GP, one on Aug 28th (DJM). 

Swanscombe Marsh, a male on May 18th (PB,DM ef a/) and perhaps the same 
male on May 27th, June 17th (when it was heard calling) and June 24th when it 
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had begun to moult (PB,BEW et al). 

Barn Elms Res, one from Sept 3rd to 13th (BEBG). Beddington SF, a pair on 
Apr 14th, a male from Apr 27th to 30th, one from Aug 18th to 20th, one from 
Sept Ist was joined by a second from Sept 16th to 27th (BBR). Walton Res, a 
male on June 12th and 15th (DMH), a good series in autumn as follows: one on 
Aug Ist and 2nd, one on Aug 4th, two from 5th to 17th, three on 18th, up to five 
between 19th and 26th, two on 21st, one on 27th, four on 28th one from 29th to 
Sept 2nd, one on Sept 8th and one from Sept 22nd to Nov Ist (DMH,NJM,SJS et al). 


Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Brent Res, a female from Dec 9th to 12th and from Dec 28th into 1996 (ASMS er 
al), see photograph opposite p.32. 


This bird arrived with an influx of Teal and was a fine reward for careful scrutiny 
of these birds. The third record for the London Area and the first in Middx. The 
others occurred in February and April. Accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor; scarce breeder but birds often 
recorded in summer. 


A very poor breeding season with only one brood noted this year at the regular site 
of Hall Marsh.There were the usual June records many of which probably relate 
to early returning autumn migrants - a phenomenon which has been noted before 
in this report. 


1995 was exceptional for this species in respect of the huge counts in the second 
half of the year. These included an enormous count of 1,134 birds at King George 
VI Res in November - not only a record London count, but also one of the largest 
counts at a single site anywhere in the country for many years. An average winter 
total of 400 or more qualifies as a site of international importance for this species. 
This only serves to emphasise how important the south-west London reservoirs 
are for this surface-feeding duck, which is prone to favouring different sites in 
different years. Numbers early in the year were fairly normal. Details of breeding 
or summer birds, peak monthly counts from all locations where more than 100 
were recorded sometime during the year in tabular form and notable Inner London 
records (where there was a very large count in Battersea Park) are all given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Walthamstow Res 33 12 4 4 118 96 93 76 
Stocker’s Lake NO Oa OV/eenO2 - 54 81 sy WS 
Brent Res 20 12 - 3 U1} 3X0) 97 47 
Broadwater GP - = - = 200- 100 - - 
King George VI Res 15] 85 209 = 570 463 1134 890 
Staines Res 5 3 70 ~=°108 2 13 D) 51 
Wraysbury Res 9 10 - - 238 86158 61 19 
Wraysbury GP 43 4 4 4 325 68 34 30 
Barn Elms Res = iis 00 = 116 98 86 = 168 
Beddington SF 80 98 45 10 96) 152 95 45 
Lonsdale Road Res 180 55) 80 - 38 4 11 41 
Queen Eliz. II Res ; - - - = 145 387 20 =106 
Walton Res 72 23 95 49 458 486 228 552 
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Berwick Ponds, one or two pairs in summer. Hall Marsh Scrape, one brood seen. 
Rainham Marsh, one pair summered. Walthamstow Res, four males on June 25th. 
Amwell GP, up to four in June. Rye Meads, one male in June. 

Brent Res, up to four in June. Perry Oaks SE, six, five males, on June 10th. Staines 
Res, one in June. The Causeway NR, one on June 17th. Inner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, up to nine in January, 25 in October, 20 in November and 16 
in December. Regent’s Park, up to 20 in August, 50 in September, four in October 
and 39 in December. 

Wraysbury GP, two on June 24th. 

Beddington SF, a pair in June. nner London: Battersea Park, 30 on Feb 18th, 28 
on Oct 27th and 162 on Dec 14th. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor with true status clouded by frequent escapes. 


This is a nightmare species to record in the London Area due to the large number 
of free-flying escapes present. Many of the records below certainly relate to these 
but due to the difficulty of working out origins all records are listed here together, 
except from sites where the species is known to be kept in collections in which 
case any records have been disregarded. Very occasionally wild birds must make 
it into the London Area but they are certainly rare and perhaps best looked for 
with autumn or hard weather influxes of Aythya species. 


Amwell GP, a male on Mar 5th (DLg,MI et a/). Hilfield Park Res, a male on Dec 
9th (BC,SHM.,JFe et al). Rye House Marsh, a female on Mar 27th (DLg). Stocker’s 
Lake, a male from July 22nd to Aug 29th (RRD,CL ef a/), a female on July 25th 
(SJC) and a male on Nov 4th (RRD). 

Brent Res, a male on June 14th and 15th (SEB et a/). Broadwater GP, a male on 
Dec 18th and from Dec 24th to 28th (IGJ,CL,PN). Bushy Park, up to seven birds,_ 
all free-flying birds from the collection, present from Jan 11th to Feb 6th. Osterley 
Park, one on Mar 8th (CL). Staines Res, males on Jan 15th and June 4th (NJM). 
Stoke Newington Res, recorded in January, May and August to year end with 
maxima of seven in January and November (JG). 

Horton GP, a male from Jan 10th to 28th (DJM,JAS). Queen Mother Res, a male 
from May 18th to 28th (JAS e¢ a/).Tilehouse North GP, a male on Dec 30th (AVM). 
Wraysbury GP, a male on Feb 5th and two on July 16th (NJM,VC). 

Footscray Meadows, a tame female for much of the year (SJG). Littlebrook Lake, 
a female on Nov 6th (BEW et al). 

Beddington Park, one on Mar 12th (AGA). Godstone, a male on Dec 3rd (RDE). 
Holmethorpe SP, a female on Aug 1 6th and 17th and on Sept 6th. Island Barn Res, 
a female on Nov 12th (DMH). Lonsdale Road Res, two recorded on many dates 
during the year (NA et al). Thorpe Water Park, many records of collection birds. 
Walton Res, a male on May 18th and female on May 27th (DMH) - may have 
involved birds from a nearby waterfowl collection. 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Status: common winter visitor and migrant, scarce but regular breeder. 


The total number of broods seen/summering pairs of this nationally rare breeding 
species fell to 46 in 1995 which 1s well below the fairly stable level of about 58 
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broods. Records were not received from several traditional sites but there were 
also decreases at sites from which we did receive breeding records. Once again, 
several observers commented on low survival rates of broods. 


The huge flock which built up at Staines Res in late 1994 remained into 1995. 
There was also an impressive number at Wraysbury GP at this time. Staines again 
attracted a four figure flock in the autumn but a larger number was counted across 
the road at King George VI Res. Details of breeding and summering birds, peak 
monthly counts from localities which held more than 150 birds during the year in 
tabular form, and notable Inner London records are given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug: (Sep. Oct~ Noy, Wee 
Fishers Green 50 200 - - - - - - 
Walthamstow Res 169 94 73 80 124 104 174 205 
Hilfield Park Res 5 8 - 109 18 244 97 agli 
King George VI Res - - - - 1000 1541 640 48 
Staines Res ; 4106 3518 669 244.. 719 1263, 1285s, i657 
Wraysbury GP 1245 900 112 20 30° 388 2555 398 


Berwick Ponds, four pairs summered but no broods seen. Paynes Lane GP, one 
brood of three. Rainham GP, five pairs summered; three broods seen. Walthamstow 
Res, five broods seen. 

Amwell GP, one brood seen. Rye Meads, two pairs bred. 

Alexandra Park, three pairs bred. Bedfont Lakes, one pair built a nest. Finsbury 
Park, one brood seen. Grovelands Park, two broods seen. Tottenham Cemetery, 
one pair bred. Wood Green Res, one pair bred. Jnner London: Hyde Park/ 
Kensington Gardens, four broods seen. Regent’s Park, 16 pairs bred; 141 on Dec 
10th. St James’s Park, at least two broods seen; maximum count of 51 on Mar 9th. 
Littlebrook Lake, 59 on Oct 20th. 

Barn Elms Res, two pairs bred. Lonsdale Road Res, up to ten present throughout 
June. Richmond Park, one brood seen on Lower Pond. Walton Res, up to 12 in 
June. 


Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 


Rare vagrant. 





Fishers Green, a female on Oct 8th (mo). King George V Res, a female on Sept 
28th, 29th, Oct 21st, Nov 3rd, 7th and 15th (AAB,PJV ef al). The same bird 
reappeared during 1996. 


Both records involved the same bird; the ninth London record: only the second 
female and perhaps rather surprisingly, given the strong autumn peak for this 
species in Britain, only the second during that season. 
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 


The large increase in the number of broods reported in 1994 was not maintained 
in 1995 even though records came from a similar number of sites. Many observers 
commented on a poor breeding season, often citing low water levels as the reason. 


Essex Herts Middx Inner Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
London 


1995 - Broods 45 72. 23 49 9 9 42 238 
- Sites 13 8 1] 4 4 4 10 56 
1994 - Broods 60 79 29 53 10 9 53 293 
- Sites 15 9 1] 4 4 4 11 58 


Large moulting flocks once again built up in the Lea Valley and a good number 
were also at Staines Res at this time. As with Pochard, winter numbers were very 
good early in the year at Staines Res. The four figure count at Wraysbury GP in 
January was a good number for this site and also coincided with a large number of 


-~Pochard. Peak monthly counts from all localities that held 500 or more birds 


sometime during the year in tabular form, the remaining highest counts in each 
county, large breeding concentrations and notable Inner London records are all 
given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


King George V Res 4S. 40 - A480" 62 678 230 = 270 
Walthamstow Res Oey. Sys AK W2i/n S025 OS Ose ane 
Wm Girling Res - - - 1300 - - - : 
Brent Res 92 48 110 = DAO)» 230 SX SLB 
King George VI Res Ie os - 704 Se) Oh 2) 6 

Staines Res 2897 3500 382 VIMS  BIS2 MASS Bileh aH 
Wraysbury GP 1550 860 366 XO) 4130) > 2S GID “SBI 


Walthamstow Res, 15 broods noted. The largest moulting flock was 1,500 at Wm 
Girling Res on July 3 Ist. 

Rye Meads, 47 broods noted. Stocker’s Lake, only one brood (15 in 1994). 
Brent Res, five broods seen. Hampstead Heath. five broods seen. /nner London: 
Hyde Park, three broods seen. Regent’s Park, 20 pairs bred; 154 on Dec 12th. St 
James’s Park, at least 25 broods seen; 214 on Feb 2nd. 

Chipstead Lake, 250 from October to December. Sevenoaks Reserve, 462 on Nov 
25th. Thamesmead, 231 in January. 

Thorpe Water Park, 434 on Jan 15th. Walton Res, 421 on Aug 13th. nner London: 
Surrey Docks, one brood seen. 


Scaup Aythya marila 


Status: regular but uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant; occasional large 
influxes in cold weather. 


Barking Bay, three (1 male) on Dec 1 1th (KB). Fairlop Lake, a female/immature 
on Nov 17th (AAB). Walthamstow Res, an adult female on Feb 12th (PL). 

King George VI Res, a female on Oct 21st (PN). Queen Mary Res, a female on 
Mar 8th (CL). Staines Res, a female from Jan 20th was reported on many dates to 
Mar 4th (CL et al) and a female on Oct 23rd (AVM). 

Queen Mother Res, two (1 male) from June 16th to 18th (JAS), a female from July 
10th to 13th (JAS), a female/immature from Aug 19th to Sept 9th (PN,JAS ef al) 
and a different immature bird on Sept 15th (JAS). Wraysbury GP, a female/immature 
present on many dates between Jan 4th and Feb 9th (CL,AVM,DJM,PN ef al), 
probably a different female/immature from Mar 25th to Apr 12th at least 
(AVM,PN,JAS ef a/) and an immature male on Dec 28th (CL). 
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A very poor year for this irregular visitor to the London Area. Making sensible 
assumptions about the birds at Staines Res and Wraysbury GP, there were no 
more than 13 records during the year. Hard weather is usually needed to push 
large numbers of this duck into the Area, but even for a year which had no 
particularly hard weather, this represents a poor showing. 


1994 Additional Record 
Queen Mother Res, an adult male on June 16th (JAS). 


Eider Somateria mollissima 
Status: very scarce visitor. 


Sevenoaks Reserve, four on Dec 16th and 17th, three from 18th to 25th and two 
on 29th and 30th (SWR). Thamesmead, 35 including at least three adult drakes, 
flew W on Dec 7th (NRW). 


Only the 34th and 35th records of this sea-duck in the London Area. A small flock 
at Sevenoaks is exceptional enough but a group of 35 flying past Thamesmead is 
absolutely incredible and left the observer wondering whether he was hallucinating! 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 
Status: scarce but annual winter visitor. 


Fairlop Water, the first-winter male present from November 1994 was still present 
on Jan 30th (AAB,MKD). 

Troy Mill GP, the same female was seen here on Jan 7th and 8th (RRD,AVM). 
Tilehouse GP, a female Apr Ist and 2nd (RRD,AVM,DR et al) 

Broadwater GP, the female remaining from 1994 was present Tan May Ist and 
again from Nov 18th to into 1996 (JE,CL,AVM,PN et a/). 


The Broadwater, Tilehouse and Troy Mill bird continues to break records, returning 
for her fifth consecutive winter in the Colne Valley having first arrived in October 
1991. The only other record was also of a bird which arrived in 1994, so 1995 
became the first year since 1989 that no ‘new’ Long-tailed Ducks arrived in the 
Area - a clear reflection of the mild winter weather at either end of the year. 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Status: passage migrant and occasional winter visitor; never common. 


King George V Res, a female/immature on July 10th (AM,PJV er al). Rainham 
Marsh, seven on the Thames on May 6th (MKD). Wm Girling Res, a male on Feb 
25th (SC), three males on July 31st and a female/immature on Dec 28th (PJV). 
Staines Res, two on Mar 11th (DJM,PN) and six (2 males) on June 3rd (AVM,PN). 
Queen Mother Res, two (1 male) on Apr 10th, four males on June 21st, a female/ 
immature from July 20th to 23rd, three males on July 26th, three males on Sept 
18th and one male on Sept 21st (JAS). Wraysbury GP, one on Apr 26th (CDRH). 
River Thames at Charlton, 12 (5 males) on May 24th (DM). Thamesmead, a male 
on Apr 26th (NRW). 

Island Barn Res, a male on Apr 3rd (DMH). Walton Res, a female on Nov 21st 
(DMB). 
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A fairly good showing in 1995 with 17 records including a good-sized flock on 
the Thames at Charlton. Records spanned nine months of the year - a typically 
haphazard showing. This species is worth looking for on major waters at almost 
any time of the year but most especially in spring and late summer/autumn. 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 
Status: rare passage migrant and winter visitor. 
Staines Res, a female/immature on Dec 5th (KLP,JASs). 


The third consecutive year that this species has made an appearance in the London 
Area. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Status: common winter visitor; occasional summer records. 


Counts of 15 or more came from a total of 11 sites compared to 14 in 1994, 11 in 
1993, ten in 1992 and 13 in 1991. Aggregate peak counts were well down on 1994 
levels. The best concentrations at Staines Res early in the year and isolated counts 
at Queen Mother Res and King George V Res later in the year. Peak monthly 
counts from principal localities (where more than 15 were reported at sometime 
during the year) are given below in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
King George V Res 26 18 50 40) | 40) - 
Amwell GP 9 15 13 : - I] 17 
Cheshunt GP 5 - - - - 15 - 
Stocker’s Lake 30 14 8 - - 7 6 
Broadwater GP 20 21 15 . | 10 - 
King George VI Res - 14 16 4 5 7 19 
Staines Res 40 67 80 M2 5 28 28 
Wraysbury Res 17 17 35 16 - 12 15 
Queen Mother Res - - - - 5) 35 9 
Wraysbury GP 37] BY 19 8 28 32 
Thorpe Water Park 23 43 14 - - - 13 
Walton Res ll 56 39 ES) 14 16 
Totals 28) 292 (9289 6S AW Dos ASS 


The only summer record was of a female at Queen Mother Res on July 27th. 


Smew Mergus albellus 
Status: winter visitor in highly variable numbers. 


Records from the main localities where the species 1s present reasonably constantly 
throughout winter are summarised in the following table which gives peak monthly 
counts. This is followed by all records from other sites given under their respective 
counties. Records for the premier sites of Wraysbury/Horton GPs are given together 
as there is much interchange between these two sites. 


Numbers were again low early in the year given the prevailing mild winter weather. 
There seemed to be yet another of this species’ famous ‘site shifts’ happening 
with Amwell GP holding the largest numbers at this time. The last bird of the 
spring was at Thorpe Water Park on the typical date of Mar 26th. 
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The second winter period was again very poor for Smew with only one November 
record (the first for two years in that month). However, there was a welcome 
influx in response to the colder weather in late December when double figure 
flocks were reported from five sites and smaller numbers turned up at many sites. 


Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec 
Walthamstow Res 5 - - - 6 
Amwell GP 9 12 7 - 14 
Tilehouse North GP 6 5 - - 4 
Wraysbury/Horton GP 8 6 1 - 19 
Thorpe Water Park 3 9 6 


Fishers Green, two on Jan 13th and 25th. King George V Res, one on Nov 4th and 
two on Dec 5th. Nazeing GP, five on Dec 31st. Netherhall GP, 15 on Dec 30th. 
Bowyer’s GP, two on Jan 14th and 15th. Hilfield Park Res, two on Dec 8th. Rye 
Meads, one on Feb 8th. Stanstead Abbotts GP, one on Dec 23rd and two on Dec 
27th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Jan 8th and two from Dec 17th, with nine on 28th. 
Bedfont Lakes, one on Jan 6th, 20th and 21st, Feb 10th and Mar 10th, and one 
from Dec 17th to 27th. Brent Res, one during February. Broadwater GP, singles 
on Dec 16th and 24th, six on Dec 28th, 11 on Dec 29th and six on 31st. Denham 
Studios GP, four on Jan 23rd, one on 24th and four on Feb 14th. Picketts Lock, 
one on Dec 28th. Ponders End Lake, one from Dec 27th to 30th. Queen Mary Res, 
eight on Dec 29th. Staines Res, singles on Mar | 1th and Dec 29th. Stanwell Moor 
GP, one from Mar 10th to 19th. 

Old Slade GP, three on Jan 22nd and one on Feb 6th. 

Thamesmead, one on the Thames on Dec 29th. 

Holmethorpe SP, one on Dec 17th, two on 29th and one on 30th and 31st. Island 
Barn Res, three on Dec 30th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 12 on Dec 28th. 


Red-breasted Merganser : Mergus serrator 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


Another good year for this species with 
16 sightings. A fairly typical set of records 
with the exception of the three at Queen 
Elizabeth II Res on the bizarre date of June 
24th and an unusually long staying male 
in Bucks. All records are given and relate 
to females/immatures unless otherwise 
indicated. 





King George V Res, eight on Apr 29th 
(RMC). Sewardstone, a pair flew S on Apr 
16th (GGG,DL). 

Amwell GP, a male on Dec 22nd (TA,BR). 
Brent Res, a pair on Dec 27th oo 
Staines Res, one from Dec 24th to 29th (KLP ef al). Wraysbury Res, a male that 
roosted on Feb 10th and Mar 3rd (CL), was the Thorney CP bird. 

Queen Mother Res, a male on Nov 13th and one on Dec Ist (JAS). Thorney CP, a 
long staying male on many dates from Jan Ist to Mar 13th (DR ef a/). Tilehouse 
North GP, a male on Dec 23rd (IGJ,DR). 

Stone Marsh, one on Mar | 1th (PB). 

Island Barn Res, one on Dec 30th (ML,SJS). Kew Gardens, one on Oct 
29th (NA). Queen Elizabeth II Res, a male from Jan 15th to Mar 6th (DMH) 
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and three on June 24th (DMH). Walton Res, the same male was seen on Feb 
14th, Mar 19th and 20th (SJS), another individual from Dec 17th into 1996 
(DMH,SJS). 


1993 Additional Records 

King George V Res, two flew S at 09.31 hrs on Apr 7th (DL) and one on 
Nov 19th (RMC). Walthamstow Res, one present from Jan 4th to 14th 
(SC etal). 


1994 Additional Record 
Walton Res, two males on Dec 26th (ML). 


1994 Correction 

The introductory paragraph stated “..there were 18 records in 1994 - a record total 
for the London Area”. This was incorrect since far bigger influxes were recorded 
in 1956, 1979 and 1985, indeed the latter year involved records from 29 sites. 


Goosander Mergus merganser 
Status: regular winter visitor, very rare in summer. 


Reports of more than 15 came from 11 sites compared to nine in 1994, ten in 
1993, eight in 1992 and 12 in 1991. There was a particularly good series of roost 
counts from Queen Elizabeth II Res which seemed to be this species favoured 
roost site during the year. 


Peak monthly counts from principal localities (those where more than 15 were 
reported at some time during the year) are given in tabular form below and other 
particularly notable records are given in the text. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec ~ 
Connaught Water 5) - - - - - 38 
Nazeing GP 32 3 6 - - 16 
Wm Girling Res 28 26 19 5 - 12 DY 
Cheshunt GP 17 17 | - - - - 
King George VI Res 19 13 40) + - 12 7 
Wraysbury Res Ibs) 14 10 2 IW} 
Thorney CP iL} 13 19 - l 7 
Wraysbury GP 14 6 3 l YS 21 
Queen Eliz. II Res 5] 62 56 - - 9 45 
Thorpe Water Park 16 3 10 - - l 6 
Walton Res 6 5 14 7 - 13} 38 


Reported from six sites in total. Fishers Green, eight in January. 

Reported from seven sites in total. 

Reported from 14 sites in total. Boxer’s Lake, Enfield, ten on Feb 23rd. Bushy 
Park, 15 on Jan 31st. 

Reported from five sites in total. 

Reported from three sites in total with a best count of three. 

Reported from 12 sites in total. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 
Status: widespread winter visitor of feral origin, localised but increasing breeder. 


A minimum total of 15 broods was recorded, less than the record total of 21 in 
1994, but still an encouraging total. Ruddy Ducks can be inconspicuous during 
the breeding season so this should be regarded very much as a minimum total - 
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several additional 
adults were seen in 
the summer months. 
The well publicised 
and controversial 
increase of this feral 
species continues to 
bemnenliectedhamm tine 
London Area in 
breeding numbers 
but winter counts 
were down again this 
year. Detatls of breeding and summering birds, peak monthly counts from 
the principal localities (those where more than 20 were reported at some 
time during the year) in tabular form and Inner London records are given 
below. 





Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Hilfield Park Res 101 97 28 I] 50 69 95° 120" 162 
Brent Res - 3 9 33 13 34 34 13 11 
Broadwater GP H1t3) 82 65 5 l - 27 39 7 eli 
King George VI Res - - - - - ] 23 Sih 92 
Queen Mary Res - - 39 7 - - - - - 
Staines Res 133 94 38 18 10 19 82 83 106 
The Causeway NR 12 - 3 14 - 22 y) 6 - 
Lonsdale Road Res 10 3 4 10 5 23 23 14 11 
Walton Res <39 46 7p) 19 i D, - S) 5 


Berwick Ponds, two pairs in summer. Dagenham Chase, one pair bred - first 
breeding record for this site. Rainham GP, two pairs summered. Walthamstow 
Res, one pair in summer. 

Amwell GP, one pair bred - one brood of four. Hilfield Park Res, up to eight in 
June - one brood of seven. Maple Lodge NR, two broods seen. Rye Meads, up to 
three in summer - one brood of seven, all of which died. 

Alexandra Park, one pair bred - one brood of three. Bedfont Lakes, one pair 
bred. Brent Res, two broods seen. The Causeway NR, two pairs bred. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, seven on Jan 3rd, three on Sept 7th and on Dec 10th 
(ARD,DJ). 

Only reported from Sevenoaks Reserve and one date at Swanscombe Marsh. 
Beddington SF, up to six in June. Lonsdale Road Res, two broods seen. Molesey 
GP, one brood seen. Walton Res, two broods seen. 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 


Status: very rare migrant. 


Brent Res, one on Aug 12th (SEB,RB,DM/,ASMS) was later seen over Hampstead 
Heath (PWD,MAH). 

Crystal Palace Park, one flew W at c300 feet on Aug 21st (DM). Greenhithe, one 
on Oct 11th (CGn). 

Richmond Park, one on Aug 23rd and Sept 6th (SC7). Inner London: Bankside 
Reach, one flew SW on Sept 19th (DL). 


The 25th to 29th records for London. Five records in one year is exceptional, with 
three falling in August, and one each in September and October, assuming that 
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the Richmond Park records relate to the same indivual. The Brent Reservoir record 
follows on from a record of one on at the same site on the July 25th 1994. 


1983 Additional Record 
Rye Meads, one on June Sth (AH). 


Black Kite Milvus migrans 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


1994 
Stocker’s Lake, one on June 26th. This record has now been accepted by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 
Status: rare but increasing visitor. 


Brent Res, one on Feb 26th (WGn,JC). Hampstead Heath, one flew NW at 07.00 
hrs on May 8th (PWD,MAH). Hillingdon, one on June | 1th (MAJ). Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, one at 06.20 hrs on May 8th (ARD), was later seen at Hampstead 
Heath. 

Woodmansterne, one flew S on Feb 17th (ANK). 


Four records is a drop from the eight recorded in 1994, which constituted the best 
ever year in the London Area. There were no specific reports of birds being wing- 
tagged; perhaps the bird that was most likely to have been wild was recorded on May 
8th, just fitting in at the end of the typical spring migration pattern. The very early 
morning timing of this record suggests that the bird may have roosted in Regent’s 
Park. Records of this species will surely continue, especially in the west with 
introduced birds now frequently seen less than 20 miles from the London Area. 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Status: scarce but increasing passage migrant. 


Copped Hall, one on Aug 27th (KM). Dagenham Chase, a female on Apr 23rd 
(MLr). Fairlop Lake, one on Sept 15th (AAB). Nazeing GP, a male on Apr 10th 
(AH). Rainham Marsh, an immature pair for most of May (MKD,SRP) and one 
on Sept Ist (PS). 

Amwell GP, one on Sept 16th (BR). Bells Wood, one on Apr 22nd (BR). Hawkshead 
Wood, a female on Oct 22nd (HBC). Rye Meads, one on Sept Ist (RMRG) and 
another on Sept 16th (DLg). Stocker’s Lake, a female/immature, on Apr 22nd 
(PC). 

Brent Res, an immature on Aug 5th (SEB). /nner London: Regent’s Park, one 
flew SW at 08.15 hrs on Nov Ist (ARD). 

Beddington SF, a male, on Apr 4th (KJM), with others on Apr 30th, May Ist and 
Sept 10th (BBR). Chertsey Meads, a female on Aug Sth, flew NE into Middlesex 
(HWE). Walton Res, a female at 06.00 hrs on May 23rd (DMH). 


With at least 20 records again this year, 1995 equalled last year’s record number. 
These records continue to reflect the increasing number breeding in south-east 
England. Again most records were from the east, with Beddington SF also 
continuing its annual run of records from the south. The immature pair remaining 
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at Rainham Marsh for most of May is an extremely interesting record, and is 
perhaps an indication of what could occur if this site was developed as a nature 
reserve. 


1994 Additional Record 
Paynes Lane GP, a male flew E on May Ist (SC,WR). 


1994 Correction 
Brent Res, one on Apr 30th - observers should include ASMS. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Status: scarce migrant; formerly a regular winter visitor to the Thameside marshes. 


Redhill, a male flying high to the N on Nov 12th (GWJH). 
Queen Mother Res, a male flew slowly SW mobbed by Carrion Crows at 15.25 
hrs on Oct 23rd (AVM). 


Still rather a poor showing for this once regular winter visitor, with a total absence 
of records from the old strongholds on the Thames marshes. 


Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Hampstead Heath, a ringtail (probably a juvenile) flew E at 11.30 hrs on Sept 2nd 
(PWD,MAH,WEO). 
Wraysbury GP, a ringtail flew E at 10.30 hrs on Sept 2nd (KJH,GBB,RRG) 


The 18th & 19th records for London, accepting that these are probably two different 
birds - however the timing of the records does allow for them to have involved the 
same bird. The last London record was in May 1994. Twelve of those records 
have been in spring and although a number of older records were evenly spread 
throughout London, the last seven before 1995 occurred in the East, with three in 
Essex, two in Kent and one in the Herts sector of the Lea Valley. 


Harrier sp Circus sp 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, a ringtail on Sept 21st (RG). 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 15 3 2 20 
Herts 4 ~ 3 1] 
Middx 9 2 6 17 
Inner London ] - . l 
Bucks y 0 0 13 13 
Kent 2 6 2 10 
Surrey 2D - - 15 
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The number of reported pairs proved as breeding decreased to 38 from last year’s 
68: a down turn from the increases in the past three years. The overall total of 84 
pairs was a 35% decrease from last year’s total of 125 pairs. With also a decline 
in the number of reports of non-breeding birds in the Area, this must be as a 
result of under recording. There is certainly no real decline. 


Again a good series of Inner London records, although only one pair bred this 
year (in Regent’s Park), with records from 79 different locations within this area 
alone, thus maintaining its increasing presence in this sector. 


A total of 15 pairs bred, considerably down from last year’s 42 pairs, with reports 
from only 22 sites, compared to 41 last year. 

Four pairs confirmed breeding, with reports from only 36 sites. 

Nine pairs bred, with reports from 53 sites, compared to 73 in 1994 and 30 in 
1993, showing just how variable recording of this species can be. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, one pair bred; reports from 79 other locations. 

No confirmed breeding this year, but with reports from 14 sites. 

Two pairs bred, with reports from 43 sites, an increase from last years 34 sites. 
Two pairs bred, with reports from 60. sites. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Status: increasingly regular visitor, occurring all months of the year. 


Netherhall GP, one on Aug 25th (AH,WR,BT). Walthamstow Res, one flew S on 
Jan 2nd (PL). 

Amwell GP, one on July 14th and 15th (LVPB,BR). Haberdashers’ School, one 
June 23rd (SHM), may have been an escaped bird. Hawkshead Wood, one from 
Aug 21st to Sept 23rd, with two on Aug 27th (HBC). Hertford Heath, one Aug 
23rd (MH). Prae Wood, one on Sept 9th and 22nd, with two on Sept 23rd (HBC). 
Rye Meads, singles on Aug 25th and Nov 4th (RMRG). Stocker’s Lake, one on 
Jan Ist (RRD). 

Brent Res, one on Sept 18th (RB,AGV). Enfield, one Aug 5th (AJO,LBO). 
Hampstead Heath, one Oct 8th (MAH). /nner London. Regent’s Park, one Aug 
28th (ARD). 

Beddington SF, one Jan 28th (RDW). Hersham, one on Sept 19th (GWJH). 


The total for 1995 is a minimum of 16 records continuing on from last year’s 
good showing. The spread of this species around London continues, with birds 
present at two Hertfordshire woods in late summer for prolonged periods. How 
long before breeding occurs at a site in this part of our recording Area? A number 
of records were again lost this year due to inconclusive notes or a complete lack 
of notes and observers are urged to submit descriptions for this species. 


1993 Correction 

The record of one bird seen at Woldingham, North Downs on Dec 3rd actually 
referred to an additional record for 1992, and not 1993 as published in LBR 58. 
Buzzard sp Buteo sp 
West Hyde, one Jan 6th (MH). 


It is possible this record relates to the Common Buzzard seen at nearby Stocker’s 
Lake on Jan Ist. 
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


Fishers Green, one at 16.45 hrs on Apr 30th was seen previously over Cheshunt 
GP (AH). Walthamstow Marsh, one at 08.55 hrs on Sept 17th (DM/). Walthamstow 
Res, one flew S at 08.45 hrs on Sept 17th (same as Walthamstow Marsh bird). 
Amwell GP, one on Apr 30th, was presumably the bird seen at Cheshunt GP and 
Fishers Green (HBC). Cheshunt GP, one on Apr 30th drifted NE into Essex (AH). 
Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 25th (BC,JFe,AS). Rye Meads, one on June 24th 
(AH). 

Staines Res, one on Sept 10th (JAT). /nner London: Regent’s Park, one flew S at 
09.30 hrs on Aug 14th (ARD). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Aug 23rd (SCi). 


Seven records represents a return to more normal figures, after last year’s record 
of 14 birds. Records were split between spring (2) and autumn (4); with an 
unseasonal bird in the Lea Valley on June 24th. The Inner London record follows 
on from a record at the same location last year. 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings together with those for Inner London. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 
Essex 15 5 9 29 
Herts 8 5 l 14 
Middx 18 - 3 21 
Bucks - - 8 8 
Kent 3 ~ 3 10 
Surrey 3 - - 3 
59 9) 31 104 


There was a reported decrease from last year’s 70 pairs proved breeding to 59 
pairs, with a decrease also in the overall number of pairs from last year’s 103 
pairs, the third consecutive year that an overall decrease has been reported. Are 
these decreases a reflection of the variation in observer coverage from year to 
year, or are they conclusive of an actual decline? It would be helpful if observers 
could send in all breeding or possible breeding records so this situation can be 
properly monitored. 


Fifteen pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, maximum count of 14 on Aug 4th, with reports 
from a total of 15 sites. 

Eight pairs bred, with reports from 12 sites. 

Eighteen pairs bred. Reported from only 11 sites. Inner London: one pair bred at 
Brunswick Park, with two pairs breeding in Regent’s Park. Reported from only 
four sites, compared to 26 the previous year - a vast under-recording. 

None reported as confirmed breeding this year, with reports from nine sites. 
Three pairs bred, with reports from 25 sites. 

Twelve pairs bred. Reported from a total of 17 sites. nner London: one pair bred 
at Nine Elms. 
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Merlin Falco columbarius 
Status: scarce migrant and winter visitor. 


Barking Bay, one on Oct 9th (DM/). Fairlop Lake, one on Jan 8th and Dec 25th 
(AAB). Rainham Marsh, singles on Jan 21st, Mar 20th, Nov 18th and Dec 17th 
(MKD,SRP,.PS). Romford, one on Oct 24th (KB). 

Staines Res, a male on Apr 18th (DM). 

Dartford Marsh, a female on Oct 16th and a male on Dec 16th (BEW,DW) 


Thirteen records shows a return to more normal low numbers. Most records were 
as expected, from the eastern Thames corridor, with Rainham Marsh and Dartford 
Marsh having a good series of records. Observers are strongly reminded that 
this species 1s rare in the London area and descriptions are required. A number 
of records were lost due to lack of descriptions being submitted. 


1994 Correction 
Beddington SF, one on Nov 14th and not Oct 14th as published in LBR 59. 


Hobby | Falco subbuteo 


Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant, greatly increased in recent 
years. 


Breeding status 1s shown in the table below, with all other records summarised 
under the county headings and Inner London records are given in full. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 
breeding breeding present Totals 


Essex D) 8 
Herts 3 | 4 8 
Middx 4 - = 4 
Bucks - - | | 
Kent 3 - - 3 
Surrey | l 2 

13 6 7 26 


The number of pairs proved breeding was a slight increase last year’s ten pairs, 
but the overall total of 20 pairs present, is fewer than last year’s 29 pairs. This is _ 
probably a fair reflection of the true situation, continuing the decline from 35 
pairs overall in 1993. The Bucks area had no confirmed breeding records for the 
first time for a number of years. The first record of the year was on Apr 15th at 
Brent Res, with the last record at Cheshunt GP on Oct 12th. 


Two pairs bred with at least two young raised. Reported from 20 sites. 

Three pairs bred with at least six young raised. Reported from 33 sites. 

Four pairs bred with at least three young raised. Reported from 38 sites. nner 
London: Regents Park, singles on Apr 19th, May 23rd, Aug 19th, Sept 4th, 6th 
and 15th (ARD,DJ). 

No confirmed breeding this year. Reported from only 7 sites. 

Three pairs bred with at least six young rasied. Reported from 18 sites. 

One pair bred with at least three young raised. Reported from 29 sites 


1994 Correction 
One additional pair bred in this sector and not three as published in LBR 59. 
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Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, increasing. 


Hornchurch CP, one on Apr 29th (MKD). Nazeing Marsh, one flew S on Oct 4th 
(WR). Rainham Marsh, one on Jan 28th, Mar 14th, Aug 8th and two on Dec Ist 
(MKD,SRP,PS). 

Crayford Marsh, one on Feb 10th (AP). Dartford Marsh, one on Sept 4th (DW). 
Littlebrook Lake/PS, one or two present throughout the year (mo). Swanscombe 
Marsh, one on Apr 22nd, 30th, two on May 24th and one on Sept 9th (PB, 
DM,BEW). Thamesmead, one on Oct 16th, Nov 13th and Dec 29th (NRW). 
Timberden Bottom, one on Jan 15th (KP). 

Brent Res, one on Oct 28th (MM). Hampstead Heath, one on Jan 18th (PWD). 
Staines Res, one on Oct 2nd (JWH). nner London: Aldgate, one from 1994, until 
Feb 10th (JA). Trafalgar Square, one on Jan 26th (CFT). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 4th (BEBG). Beddington SF, singles on Jan 2nd, 
6th, 12th, Feb 9th, 14th, 23rd, Mar 18th, Oct 6th and from Dec 16th to 28th (BBR). 
Dulwich Park, one on Apr 13th (PB). Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 22nd (SWG). 
Inner London: at least two different birds, possibly three at various locations 
between between Battersea PS and Bankside PS (DL et a/). 


It is difficult, if not impossible to assess the true number of birds involved for a 
species that can wander so far, especially with birds now resident in the Area, 
including in Inner London. What is unquestionable is that the fortunes of this 
marvellous species have taken a major upturn in the London Area - long may it 
continue. 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
2 5 - 2 ] - 10 


The sharp decline of this species in 1993, which was somewhat rectified in 1994 
with an increase to 25 pairs, was repeated again in 1995, with another decline to 
only ten pairs reported. Such fluctuations must be the result of observer coverage 
or the failure to detect breeding birds. There was an increase in sightings generally 
in 1995, but observers are still requested to submit all records of this and the next 
species. Confirmed breeding records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) and 
all other records are given below. 


Albridge, seven on Oct 25th. Dagenham Corridor, one on July 7th. Fairlop Lake 
(2). Nazeing GP, one on Aug 7th. 

Broxbourne GP, one on Jan 7th. Hertford, three on Mar 12th. Hilfield Park Res, 
two on Mar 25th, Apr 9th and May 21st. Panshanger Park, four on May 21st. Rye 
Meads, one on Mar 22nd, 25th, 26th and Apr 17th. St Albans, two on June 8th. 
Stanstead Abbotts GP, five on Jan 8th. Suttons Farm, six on Jan 12th. Tenements 
Farm, one on June 21st. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Mar 20th, two on Apr 10th and 
21st. West Hyde, two on May 3rd and 6th. 
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Enfield, two on Mar 19th. Kenton Recreation Ground, one Apr Ist. Vicarage Farm, 
one Apr 9th and June 1 Oth. 

Iver Heath (2), 22 on Oct 15th. 

Dartford Marsh, one on June 4th and 12th, and two on Aug 23rd. Polhill, seven on 
Jan 18th. Stone Chalk Pit, two on June 17th. 

Ashtead, one on Nov 29th. Downside, one Apr 14th. Fickleshole, one Mar 1 Ith. 
Sidlow Bridge, one on May 4th. Walton Res, one Apr 12th. Wimbledon Common, 
one on Aug 29th. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 

Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 

6 5 - - | - 12 

Last years dramatic decrease to 18 pairs continued in 1995 with only ten pairs 
reported. Unlike the previous species, this partridge is clearly undergoing a major 
decline, rather than just reflecting poor observer coverage. Please submit all 
records. Confirmed breeding records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) and 
all records are given below. 


Barking Bay (1), four on Mar 8th, 12 on July 19th, seven on Aug 13th, 14 on Sept 
19th and Oct 8th, two on Nov 12th and 16 on Dec 10th. Dagenham Chase, one on 
Jan 30th and May 24th. Rainham Marsh (4), one on Jan 30th, seven on Aug 8th, 
nine on Aug 26th, seven on Sept Ist, 14 on 2nd and nine on Novy 18th. 
Bedmond, 18 on Aug 2nd. Beech Farm GP, two on Mar Sth, Apr 29th, May 7th 
and June 11th. Colney Heath, two on Feb 26th and two in Apr, on 4th, 9th and 
10th. Essendon, seven on Jan 29th. Hatfield, two on Mar 26th and Apr 2nd. Noke 
Farm, | 1 on Jan 7th. Panshanger Park, two on Apr 15th, 22 on Nov 5th and 20 on 
Nov 6th. Rye Meads, one on Mar 25th. Symondshyde Farm, four on Feb 15th and 
three on Feb 17th. Tyttenhanger GP (1), present from Mar to Oct, max of 16 on 
Aug 6th, 20 on Sept 3rd and 11 on Oct 23rd. 

Brent Res, one on May 8th. Downe Barnes Farm, two on Mar 4th. Hounslow - 
Heath, one on Apr 2nd. Vicarage Farm, ten on Oct 31st, 11 on Nov 3rd, one on 
Nov 6th and 15th, ten on Nov 18th and 20th, nine on Dec 7th and ten on Dec 24th. 
Yeading Brook Meadows, one on Apr Ist. 

None reported. 

Dartford Marsh, two on May 2nd. Stone Marsh two on Feb 4th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on May 11th. Walton Res, one on Mar 4th. 


Quail Coturnix coturnix 
Status: rare summer visitor, irruptive. 


Chiswell Green, a male calling on June Sth (CME). Croxley Green, a male calling 
on July 5th (SJC). 


Two records is a good showing by recent standards. The last records were three in 
1994 and two in 1992. 
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
8 8 3 12 - iby) 48 


A slight increase in the number of reported pairs due to an increase in coverage 
for some areas, such as in Bucks. This species is unquestionably massively under- 
recorded and more records would be greatly welcomed, especially breeding records. 
Confirmed breeding records (number of breeding pairs in brackets), and locations 
recorded are given below: 


Rainham Marsh (6-8). Also reported from Dagenham Chase. 

Chiswell Green (1). Panshanger Park, where 7,500 were released for shooting as 
in 1994. Rye Meads (2). 

No breeding records submitted. Reported from Hampstead Heath. Hampton Court 
Park, with maximum of 12 on Oct 28th. Hill End. Stanmore. Yeading Brook 
Meadows, with maximum of ten on Feb 3rd, including one albino. 

Juniper Wood (1). Long Coppice (1). The Marish (1). Also reported from Black 
Park, Brown’s Wood, Chalfont Park, Coldharbour Farm, Gladwin’s Wood, Iver, 
Nockhill Wood, Oldhouse Wood and Upton Farm. 

No breeding records submitted. Reported from Bexley, Darenth Valley Walk, 
Dartford Marsh, Lullingstone Lake and Ruxley GP. 

Ashtead Common (1). Beddington SF (5). Bookham Common (1). Nower Wood 
(2).Oakend Wood (4). Park Farm, Chessington (4). Also reported from Chasemoor 
Farm, Cheam, Elmbridge, Holmethorpe SP, Kew Gardens, Richmond Park, South 
Norwood CP, Surbiton and Whyteleafe. 


Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 
Status: common but elusive winter visitor, rare breeder. 


Records showed an increase over last year’s totals, with a slight increase during 
the first winter period and a marked increase in the second winter period, with the 
totals in October, November and December 1994 being 24, 42 and 49 respectively. 
The totals of birds present each month for the first four and last four months of 
the year, are given in tabular form below: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex a 2) 2 ] 3 5) - 6 
Herts 17 18 13 5 2 1S 23 14 
Middx 7 4 4 | 2 6 8 12 
Bucks 3 l ] - - 3 2 
Kent 10 2 2 | - 5 8 3 
Surrey 9 - 8 ~ 5 1] 12 12 
50 33 30 12 10 42 58 49 


There were two confirmed breeding records this year, with birds present in summer 
at two other sites. Details of the breeding season records and peak winter counts 
at each site are given below. The figure in brackets represent the highest counts in 
each of the two winter periods (January to April and September to December). 
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Barking Bay (0:1). Berwick Ponds (1:3), two pairs in June, breeding status 
unknown. Dagenham Chase (2:3), one pair bred, with five young seen. Epping 
Forest, Warren Pond (0:1). Fairlop Lake (0:2). Nazeing GP (2:0). Rainham Marsh 
(1:0). Walthamstow Marsh (0:2). Walthamstow Res (2:3). 

Amwell GP (2:4). Bowyer’s GP (2:0). Broad Colney Lake (2:0). Broxbourne GP 
(2:2). Cassiobury Park (3:0). Cheshunt GP (4:4). Chess Valley (3:0). Croxley Moor 
(2:0). Hilfield Park Res (0:4). Maple Lodge NR (0:2). Panshanger Park (1:1) 
Rickmansworth (4:0) Rye House Marsh (1:2), with an adult and juvenile seen 
19th June. Rye Meads (3:3). Scotsbridge Meadows (1:0). Stanstead Abbotts GP 
(0:1). Stocker’s Lake (3:7). Troy Mill GP (1:0), with one on July 17th. 
Alexandra Park (0:1). Bedfont GP (1:2), with three on June 30th. Brent Res (7:5). 
Broadwater GP (1:2). Bushy Park (0:2). Hampstead Heath (0:1). Harefield Place 
GP (0:1). Hounslow Heath (1:1). Stoke Newington Res (0:1). The Causeway NR 
(0:1). Tottenham Hale (1:0). Tottenham Marsh (0:1). 

Denham, R. Colne (1:1). Tilehouse South GP (1:0). Wraysbury GP (2:2). 
Chipstead Lake (0:1). Danson Park (0:1). Darenth Lake (1:2). Dartford Marsh 
(0:1). Foots Cray. Meadows (1:0). Littlebrook Lake (1:0). Ruxley GP (3:5). 
Sevenoaks Reserve (3:3). Swanscombe Marsh (1:0). Thamesmead (0:3). 

Apps Court Farm GP (1:0). Barn Elms Res (1:0). Beddington SF (4:2). Godstone 
SP (0:1). Holmethorpe SP (1:3). Kingston, R. Hogsmill (0:1). Lonsdale Road Res 
(1:1). Molesey GP (0:1). South Norwood CP (1:3). Thorpe Water Park (1:0), with 
one present until May 31st. Walton Res (3:10). 


Corncrake Crex crex 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Amwell GP, one seen in the late evening of Sept 7th was still present early the 
following morning, but it was not seen subsequently (MI,BR ef a/). 


The eighth London record in the last 27 years, but only the second since 1985; all 
but one of these records have occurred during August and September. Despite the 
massive decline in the UK population this century there has been a slight upturn 
in their fortunes in the last few years, as well as an increase in the number of 
inland records over the same period. So keep watching your local patch! 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Status: very common breeding resident. 


Details of large counts, reported breeding records and Inner London records are 
given below. 


Berwick Ponds, 70 on Dec 29th. Dagenham Chase, 45 on Dec 13th. Essex Filter 
Beds, three pairs bred. Hainault Forest, five pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 30 pairs 
bred. Walthamstow Res, 115 on Dec 17th. 

Brickendonbury, three pairs bred. Bricket Wood area, 66 on Dec 20th. Hilfield 
Park Res, three pairs bred. Lynster’s Farm, 44 on Jan 4th. Panshanger Park, 61 on 
Mar 11th and 58 Aug 12th. Rye Meads, a full survey produced 75 pairs. Stocker’s 
Lake, 61 on Jan 19th and Feb 2nd. 

Bedfont Lakes, four pairs bred. Billingsgate Dock, one pair bred. Brent Res, 51 
on Dec 16th. Bushy Park, one pair bred, with 50 on Jan 30th. Hampstead Heath, 
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ten pairs bred. Lower Felthem, one pair bred. Middlesex Filter Beds, four pairs 
bred. Perry Oaks SE, one pair nested. Ravenscourt Park, two pairs bred. Stoke 
Newington Res, one pair bred. Waterlow Park, one pair bred. Jnner London: 
Regent’s Park, 58 on Dec 10th. St James’s Park, 59 on Feb 3rd and 62 on Oct Ist. 
Chalfont Park, 45 on Jan 3rd and 50 on Dec 28th. Wraysbury GP, 46 on Mar 19th 
and 51 on Nov 12th. 

Ruxley GP, one pair bred, with 48 on Dec 8th. Sevenoaks reserve, 36 on Aug 
13th. Southend Pond, two pairs bred. Wells Wood, two pairs bred. 

Barwell Court Farm, two territories. Beddington SF, 31 territories, 60 in Feb. 
Bookham Common, one pair bred. Ditton Field, one pair bred. Holmethorpe SP, 
eight pairs bred. Lonsdale Road Res, four pairs bred. Kingston, R. Hogsmill, eight 
pairs bred. Nower Woods, two territories. River Wandle, between Carshalton and 
Morden Hall, 52 territories. Walton Res, 51 on Aug 29th. Wimbledon Common, 
eight territories. Jnner London: Surrey Docks, one pair bred. 


Coot Fulica atra 
Status: very common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


Details of peak monthly counts outside the breeding season from principal sites 
where at least one count during the year exceeds 200, are given below in tabular 
form. Details of breeding concentrations in excess of ten pairs and Inner London 
breeding records are summarised under the county headings. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Fairlop Lake 336 - - - - - - - 
King George V Res 38 35 35 - 280 400 430 580 
Walthamstow Res 386 340 197 134 436 451 390 450 
Amwell GP 4385 189) ~ 152 : - 245 - 339 
Bowyer’s GP 200 - - - 183i) - - 
Hilfield Park Res 240 =100 SO mils S10 me pe262. - 378 
Rye Meads 152. 144 120 110 289" 252800 - 
Stocker’s Lake - 146 63 - 121 , 117 14885208 
Brent Res - 60 S)// 52 345 470 644 641 
Broadwater GP - - . - - 910 840 - 
Hampton Court Park 160 200 - - 87 =), 210057105 
Staines Res 14 51 32 33 627 431 439 456 
Stoke Newington Res - - - - 180. 200% 2505 250 
Old Slade GP 223 e200 ls - 170° 190" 2303200 
Wraysbury GP 1000 100 500 50 500 500 824 812 
Ruxley GP 135 90 70 53 130°, 1707 “210 ee 
Sevenoaks Reserve 290 eliGse 2.0) 66 273 308. 32395507 
Beddington SF - - - - Dia - 250559290 
Richmond Park 50 17 - 40 =f 163" 250¥ 7250 
Thorpe Park 393 200 141 - = | 499  -AT2 525 
Totals 4055 1874 1668 651 3864 5705 6097 6001 


Rainham Marsh, 22 pairs bred - a marked increase. Turnford Marsh GP, 13 pairs 
bred. 

Hilfield Park Res at least 15 pairs bred. Verulamium Lake, 20 pairs bred. 
Hampstead Heath, 15 pairs bred. Inner London: Regents Park, 133 on Dec 12th. 
St James’s Park, 58 on Feb 3rd and 59 on Oct 15th. 

Old Slade GP, 13 pairs bred. 

Swanscombe Marsh, 17 pairs bred. 

Lonsdale Road Res, 13 pairs bred. River Wandle, between Carshalton and Morden 
Hall Park, 23 territories with ten pairs raising young. Waddon Ponds, 20 territories 
with 15 pairs raising young. 
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Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Status: localised breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Pairs were regular during the summer months along the River Thames at Charlton, 
Dartford Marsh, Rainham Marsh and Swanscombe Marsh, but at no site was there 
any evidence of breeding. At Tyttenhanger GP in Herts a bird was present from 
Mar 11th until May 7th, but any hopes it had of meeting a mate were not fulfilled. 
Elsewhere, there was the usual wide scattering of migrants, mostly in March/ 
April and again in July/August. All records are given, except for the more regular 
sites on the Lower Thames where they are summarised. Dates refer to single birds, 
unless more are specified. 


Barking, a pair in May and June, also July 16th and Aug 16th. Dagenham 
Chase, Apr 25th (3). Fairlop, Apr 18th to 22nd and Dec 15th. Grays, Mar 1 1th (2) 
andy sunn(2)s Kner George Vi Res, Aprulsth, Aus .2nd)(@), sept 18th, 
Oct 9th. Nazeing GP, Aug 23rd. Rainham Marsh, up to four in May and one pair 
summered. West Thurrock, Mar 11th (6). Wm Girling Res, July 20th (4), 21st (5), 
Aug 8th. 

Rye Meads, July 28th. Tyttenhanger’GP, Mar 11th to May 7th. 

Hampstead Heath, May 27th. King George VI Res, July 26th (2) and Aug 20th 
(4). Staines Res, May 20th and Aug 13th. Stanwell Moor, Apr 7th. nner London: 
Regent’s Park, July 21st (ARD,DJ). 

Queen Mother Res, May 20th and 22nd, June 8th (2), and 13th (3), July 
21st, 24th and 28th, Aug 4th, 9th, 15th, 22nd and 29th (2), Sept 14th and Nov 
12th. 

Charlton, by River Thames, up to four between May 10th and Aug 13th. 
Chipstead Lake, Apr 15th. Crayford Marsh, Feb 22nd (2). Dartford Marsh, 
up to three regularly between February and May, also July 20th and Aug 
8th (2). Greenhithe, Feb 2nd and Apr 23rd. Littlebrook PS, Apr 23rd (2). 
Stone Marsh, Mar 25th (2) and then up to three regularly between May and 
August. Swanscombe Marsh, one or two regularly March to July, maximum 
Apr 30th (3). Thamesmead, Feb 2nd and 22nd (2), Mar 7th, May 7th (2) and 
July 24th. 

Barn Elms Res, May 16th and Aug 19th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, May 27th, July 
Ist, Aug 9th and 21st and Nov 4th. Walton Res, May 5th, June 17th (2), July 11th, 
Aug 5th, 25th and 27th. 


Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Status: scarce but increasing migrant. 


Berwick Ponds, one on May 23rd (KB). 

Wraysbury Res, seven on Nov 13th (FRC). 

Dartford Marsh, three on Dec 5th (BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 28th and five on Apr 29th (BEBG). 


A fairly normal year for this annual migrant through the London Area, 
though always a pleasure to see. Whilst spring still appears to be the peak 
period of occurrence, records in November and December have increased 
in the last decade in line with increasing numbers wintering in the south of 
England. 
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0469 Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 


0470 


Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 





Early migrants were reported on Mar | 1th at both Barn Elms and Staines reservoirs, 
but it was another ten days before there were any more sightings. A summary of 
pairs reported during the breeding season is provided by the following table. 


Sites Pairs proved Other pairs Total 

breeding present pairs 

Essex 6 14-15 - 14-15 
Herts 4 2 4 6 
Middx 7 5 5) 10 
Bucks l l - ] 
Kent l l - ] 
Surrey 7 if - qf 

Totals 26 30-31 9 39-40 


The total number of pairs reported is very disappointing, and is some 30% down 
on the average established during the last decade. Nevertheless this is more likely 
to reflect the vagaries of recording (and many other factors) rather than any long- 
term decline. Indeed the opposite is likely, as this species seems to very quickly 
set up territory on any habitat that is remotely suitable. What is perhaps more 
worrying is how vulnerable this species seems to be to predation and disturbance, 
both factors clearly linked with each other, and often leading to very low success 
rates in raising young. During the spring highest counts were 12 at Staines Res on 
Apr 14th, and again at Tyttenhanger GP on Apr 23rd. Largest post-breeding 
gatherings were 15 at Stanwell Moor tip on July Ist, 16 at Barn Elms Res on July 
11th, and 26 at Perry Oaks SF on July 25th. The last sighting of the year was of 
two at Wraysbury Res on the relatively early date of Sept 15th. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Status: localised breeder, common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Rather a poor year for this species. Only about 15 pairs were reported as breeding 
or on territory. Outside the breeding season, very few were reported on the Essex 
side of the Lower Thames, but it remained fairly numerous on the Kent side. 
Inland, few large flocks were seen during the main passage periods. The following 
summary gives details of all pairs reported in the breeding season, together with 
the highest counts in each county. 
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Breeding records came from Belhus Woods CP (1 pair bred), Paynes Lane GP (1 
pair with 3 small chicks) and Rainham Marsh (2 pairs bred). The only counts of 
note on the Lower Thames came from: Barking, 14 on Mar 8th; Grays, 35 on Jan 
8th; Rainham Marsh, where there were 25 on Feb 4th, ten on Mar 25th, 50 on Aug 
17th and then up to 15 in November and 25 in December. 

Tyttenhanger GP, five on Apr 7th and 10th, and subsequently one pair hatched 
two young. Elsewhere, no more than two were at five other sites. 

Kempton Park Res, three juveniles on July 28th, so may have bred here. Perry 
Oaks SF, two pairs bred (3 young seen). Stockley Park, three pairs raised seven or 
eight young. Most other records came from the following three sites, where monthly 
maxima are summarised. 


Heb) (Mar Apr May Jun. Jul: Aug Sep 
Perry Oaks SF - 4 2 7 11 NF 6 - 
Staines Res 2 5 8 2 l | | - 
Wraysbury Res - 2 - 3 - 12 32 


The peak count on the drained Wraysbury Res was on Sept 12th. 
Horton GP, two pairs with small young on May 28th. Wraysbury GP, four on Mar 
12th. . 
Charlton, two by the Thames may have come from the Essex side. Stone Marsh, a 
pair with three chicks. The table below shows highest monthly counts for two 
sites along the Lower Thames 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jul 


Dartford Marsh ” DiS = 5 6 130 85 85 3 
Stone Marsh BS 34 16 NZ 5 D, 20 3 = = 2 


Jun Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Other more sporadic counts came from other localities where the peaks were: 
Crayford Marsh, 22 on Jan 7th, Swanscombe Marsh, 16 on May 23rd and 
Thamesmead, 48 on Jan 7th. 

There were no breeding records. Most birds were reported in the spring from Mar 
11th. At Barn Elms Res, numbers reached a peak of 38 on May 17th, 19 on May 
20th and 12 on June 8th. At Walton Res, there was an influx at the same time, 
reaching 19 on May 23rd and ten on June 6th. At nearby Queen Elizabeth II Res 
there were six on May 17th. Otherwise few counts exceeded three, with practically 
none during August and September. 


American Golden Plover Pluvialis dominica 


Status: very rare vagrant. 
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King George VI Res, an adult in partial summer plumage on the evening of Sept 
2nd (AVM et al). 


Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee, and the first record for the 
London Area. This species is a very long distance migrant from its breeding grounds 
in North America, flying non-stop from Canada to South America in the autumn, 
and is an increasingly regular vagrant to the British Isles. Its eventual occurrence 
in the London Area is therefore perhaps not surprising; indeed, it was well predicted 
by Hardwick and Self (LBR 56:210). Astonishingly it shared the banks of the 
reservoir with a Pectoral Sandpiper which had been discovered shortly afterwards. 
It was particularly ironic that both birds should have settled on this reservoir (which 
was only partially drained) and not Wraysbury Res where vast areas of exposed 
mud were revealed and could have provided more suitable conditions. 
Unfortunately, neither bird remained the following day. See account on p.164. 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 


Status: regular winter visitor to parts of the Area, scarce winter visitor and passage 
migrant elsewhere. 


A summary of counts at the main wintering sites in the Area is provided by the 
following table, which gives monthly maxima for all localities holding flocks of 
more than 100 birds on the ground at some time during the year. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
Berwick Ponds 600 - - - - 80 - 
Corbets Tey - - - - 12 also - 
Dagenham Chas - - - 2 2 - 450 
Fairlop 1500 1000 265 100 465 1000 1000 
Fishers Green - 600 - - - de - 
Romford - - - - - 1100 1000 
Beech Farm GP - - - - - 240 - 
Coopers Green Lane 150 - - - - - - 
Coursers Lane Fields - - 2 - 3 1200 1800 
Hatfield 100 =100 - - - - - 
Colney - 1000 - - : - - 
Maple Cross 400 130 - - 7 122 
Rye Meads 8 1000 90 - - - 6 
Shenleybury - . - - 500 - - 
Tyttenhanger GP 400 1000 250 - - 15. S250 
West Hyde - - - - 10 =. “L03 
Dartford Marsh - 160 . - - 13 - 


Large numbers continue to winter at certain traditional sites with flocks of 1,000 
or more at four localities at the beginning of the year, and three in November 
and December, all north of the River Thames. There was some evidence of cold 


- weather movements in December, especially in the very frosty weather in the last 


few days of the year, including 360 flying W at Hampstead Heath on Dec 26th. 
Other records are summarised under counties below, including details of a leucistic 
bird. 


Collier Row, 300 on Oct 26th. Fairlop, 250 on Oct 25th. Hainault Forest, 40 on 
Apr 5th and 16 on Dec 16th, both flocks flying over. King George V Res, one on 
Sept 25th. Nazeing GP, nine flew S on Feb 4th. Rainham Marsh, 33 on Dec 20th. 
Aldenham, 50 on Nov 7th. Amwell GP, five on Oct 10th, seven on Nov Ist and 
ten on Dec 26th. Bedmond, one on Apr 11th, two on 19th, ten on 23rd and 
30 flying over on Dec 25th. Cheshunt, 150 flew N on Feb Ist. Cheshunt GP, 
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12 flew W on Jan Ist and 64 flew S on Feb 5th. Colney Heath, three flying 
over on Dec 18th. Coursers Lane Fields, a very pale leucistic individual on 
Nov 11th and 25th (and presumably the same individual seen at Shenleybury on 
Oct 29th). Great Amwell, 49 on Dec 23rd and 21 on Dec 26th. Nashes Farm, at 
least 20 on Jan 12th. Stocker’s Lake, 20 flew over on Jan 22nd. Symondshyde 
Farm, 85 on Jan 12th and 45 flew W on Feb 17th. Theobalds Park, 79 on 
Dec 23rd. 

Ashford, three at Hengrove Farm on Oct 29th, Hampstead Heath, ten flew W on 
Dec 5th and 360 flew W on Dec 26th. King George VI Res, maximum of two in 
October, 16 in November and 24 in December. Staines Moor, five on Nov Sth, six 
on 19th and Dec 9th. Staines Res, two on Feb 26th and one on Oct 30th. Wraysbury 
Res, one on Aug 25th. 

Colnbrook, 24 on Mar 3rd. Queen Mother Res, three flew W on Aug 22nd. 
Chevening, 13 on Jan 14th. Erith Reach, one on Feb 2nd. Polhill, one on Feb 4th. 
Sevenoaks, one on Dec 29th. 

Addlestone, one on Nov 17th. Beddington SF, singles on Sept 14th, Oct 16th and 
Dec 18th, and three on Dec 22nd. Egham, 50 flew W on Dec 25th. Holmethorpe 
SP, up to three in November. Morden, 100 flew SW on Dec 9th and 40 flew SW on 
Dec 18th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Dec 24th. Walton Res, 11 on Feb 2nd, 
singles on Mar 4th and Apr 9th. 


1994 Additional Records 
Horton GP, ten on Feb 21st, two on Nov 10th. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers and scarce winter visitor. 


Belhus Woods, one on Aug 22nd. Grays, three on Jan 8th. Rainham Marsh, four 
on May 22nd, singles on Oct 18th, 28th and Nov 18th. West Thurrock, one on Jan 
8th. Wm Girling Res, one on Dec 6th. 

Singles at Rye Meads on Dec 31st and Tyttenhanger GP on Apr 2 Ist. 

Brent Res, one on Dec 6th. Queen Mary Res, one on May 18th. Staines Res, - 
singles on Apr 9th, 20th, and 29th, May 13th and 21st, two on Sept 2nd. 
Dartford Marsh, up to eight regularly between Jan 3rd and 7th, then singles on 
July 12th, Oct 11th, Nov 2nd and 6th; in December four on 6th and five on 7th, six 
on 16th, two on 17th, three on 1 8th and one on 29th. Swanscombe Marsh, two on 
Jan 8th, three on Apr 30th, one on May 23rd, and seven on Dec 31st. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Jan 7th and one on May 17th. Beddington SF, one on May 
23rd. Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on May 6th, 17th and Sept 11th. River 
Thames at Wandsworth, one on Jan 6th 


Rather more in the winter months (mostly January and February) and fewer in the 
main migration months than is normal; overall a rather poor year 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Status: widespread breeding species, common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


In the region of 140 breeding pairs were reported during the summer months. 
Largest concentrations were at Rainham Marsh (15 pairs) and Tyttenhanger GP 
(11 pairs). Many reports were received of small numbers flying over urban areas, 
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mostly during the midsummer immigration from the continent between June and 
September. Some cold weather movements were noted around Christmas and the 
end of the year, but did not amount to any large scale movements. Again some 
massive flocks were noted on the ground with some exceptionally high counts in 
January and February and again in December. The largest numbers are detailed in 
the following table which gives peak counts during the winter months for the best 
sites. 


Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec 
Dagenham Chase 1000 - - 380 1200 
Fairlop 1500 - - - . 
Netherhall GP 624 1500 - 500 - 
Rainham Marsh 1200 1200 1000 - 2000 
Romford - - - 1500 1500 
Coursers Lane Fields - - - 1000 1500 
Maple Cross - 5000 2000 - 270 3000 
Rye Meads 1000 4000 1000 200 245 
Theobalds Park . = - - - 1000 
West Hyde - - - - 3500 
Cranford - 937 - - - 
Hanworth 1000 - - - - 
King George VI Res - - - 1558 3000 
Laleham 1200 - - - - 
Withybridge 800 - - - - 
Chevening 4000 - - - - 
Dartford Marsh 1450 2000 - 600 867 
Hoblingwell Wood 14 1000 - 100 65 
Polhill 2900 2600 - - - 
Sevenoaks reserve 150 1750 50 300 190 
Holmethorpe SP - 3000 50 2000 3250 
Walton Res 82 90 - 370 DBD. 


Inner London records came from Bankside Reach where 26 flew NE on June 26th 
(DL), and Regent’s Park where there were 93 on Jan 2nd, two on May Ist, two on 
June 21st, one on June 27th, two on Nov 4th, ten on Nov 17th and three on Dec 
Sth (ARD,DJ). 


Knot Calidris canutus 
Status: passage migrant in small numbers with occasional winter records. 


Rainham Marsh, singles on Sept 20th and Dec 29th (PS). 

Stanstead Abbotts GP, one on Sept 10th (per HBC). 

Staines Res, six flew W on Sept 3rd (DJM). Wraysbury Res, one on Aug 24th, 
five from Sept 6th to 9th, and a further single from Sept 12th to 18th (CL,AVM,PN). 
Queen Mother Res, one on May 14th flew off SE (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Dec 18th (BEW). Thamesmead, four on Jan 7th (DM). 
Barn Elms Res, two on Sept 20th (PMe). Beddington SF, seven flew over the lake 
on May 19th(BBR). 


Only three winter records, with one in January and two in December, all from 
Thameside localities. In spring only two sightings, but in autumn far more, mostly 
during the peak month of September. 


1994 Additional Records 
Fishers Green, on on Apr 8th (WR). 
Queen Mother Res, one on Nov 19th (JAS). 





BOVE: Red-crested Pochard at Queen Mother Res, May 1995 (J.A. Simpson) 


ELOW: Little Auk at Queen Mother Res, November 1995 (J.A. Simpson) 











\BOVE: Red-crested Pochard at Queen Mother Res, May 1995 (J.A. Simpson) 


3ELOW: Little Auk at Queen Mother Res, November 1995 (J.A. Simpson) 








Grey Phalarope at Hilfield Park Res, September 1995 (photos: Brad Charteris) 
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Sanderling Calidris alba 
Status: regular passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in winter. 


Walthamstow Res, two on Apr 29th (PSAA,DL). Wm Girling Res, singles on 
May 22nd, from July 16th to 19th and on July 25th (SC,PJV). 

King George VI Res, seven on May 20th, three on May 25th (PN), three on June 
Ath (AVM,PN) and one on Aug 20th (CL). Staines Res, one on May 20th (PN). 
Wraysbury Res, singles on Aug 20th (AVM,PN), Aug 24th (PN) and Sept 12th 
and 13th (CL,AVM,DJM). 

Queen Mother Res, two on Apr 30th (mo), four on May 8th, two on 12th (JAS), 
one on 17th (CDRH), then singles on May 22nd, 23rd and 28th (JAS), followed 
by nine on June 2nd and ten on June 4th (JAS). In autumn an adult from Aug 3rd 
to 7th and a juvenile on Sept 9th and 10th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, one on May 2nd (BEW) and two on Aug 24th (AJM). Swanscombe 
Marsh, three on May 23rd (BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Apr 29th, May 17th and 18th (BEBG). Beddington SF, 
one on Sept 2nd (BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on May 13th (SJS), 19th 
and 20th (DMH). Walton Res, one on May 22nd (DMH). 


The usual bumper crop of spring records followed the normal pattern, but only a 
few sites reported flocks larger than five. Quite widespread also in autumn, but 
nearly all single birds, again quite typical. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 
Status: passage migrant in variable, but usually small numbers, rare in winter. 


Dagenham Chase, two on Sept 18th (KB,P Massini). 

King George VI Res, two on Sept 2Ist, three on 23rd, two on 24th and one 
from Sept 30th to Oct 3rd (CL,AVM,DJM,PN); also one with Dunlin on Dec 
17th (AVM,PN). Perry Oaks SF, one on July Ist (CL). Wraysbury Res, 
records in September whilst the reservoir was partially drained were as: 
follows: 


ie OU NOt Line Sth 4th oth LO el (the a9 th 
4 4 2 18 20 17 6 6 6 | 


Queen Mother Res, singles from Aug 22nd to 28th (JAS ef a/) and on Sept 16th 
(JAS). 

Crossness, four on Sept 2nd (AM). Dartford Marsh, two on May 23rd (AJM), two 
between Sept 2nd and Sth (BEW,AJM) and singles on Sept 9th, 21st (AJM) and 
23rd (DW). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 1 1th (BEBG). Beddington SF, singles on Aug 25th, 
from Sept 8th to 13th and two on rae 20th (BBR). “Queen Elizabeth I Res, one 
on Sept 12th (DMH). 


Singles in May and July, followed by a scattering of juveniles between Aug 
22nd and Oct 3rd, mostly in ones and twos, but considerably more at 
Wraysbury Res, where water levels were very low for the first three 
weeks of September. The December record is notable, but by no means 
unprecedented. 
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Temminck’s Stint Calidris temmincki 
Status: rare but annual passage migrant, mainly in May. 


Queen Mother Res, a calling bird flew over the reservoir during the early morning 
of May 14th (CDRH). 
Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 2nd (BEBG). 


Rarely are there more than one or two records a year of this species in London 
Area, so it is always a good find. The autumn record is only the second at that time 
of year since 1985. 


White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Walton Res, an adult on Aug 30th (DMH). 


Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. The second London record; 
the first was at Perry Oaks SF from July 30th to Aug 12th 1984. 


Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Status: rare passage migrant, usually in autumn. 
King George VI Res, one on Sept 2nd (AVM er a/). 


Although a first record for this locality, its presence was somewhat diminished by 
the fact that an American Golden Plover was also using the same reservoir bank at 
the same time. Records in the London Area continue to increase, with very few 
years recently when one or two of this species have not been reported. 


1994 Correction 
Perry Oaks SF, the bird seen on Sept 20th was also present on Sept 22nd. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
Status: pasage migrant in variable numbers, most regular in autumn. 


King George V Res, one on Sept 21st (AM,PJV). 

King George VI Res, singles on Sept 12th (CL) and Sept 23rd and 24th (AVM,PN). 
Perry Oaks SE, one on July 27th (CL). Wraysbury Res, two on Aug 22nd (AVM,PN) 
and 24th (CL,PN), one on Sept 8th (FRC), six on Sept 12th (CL,PN), seven on 
13th (CL) and three on 14th (PN). 

Stone Marsh, one on the late date of Nov 17th (AJM). 


Although regular at Wraysbury Res in August and September, there were only 
five individuals elsewhere, so rather a poor showing. 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Counts along the River Thames remained at about the same level as in 1994, with 
the highest counts very much confined to the winter months. Very few were reported 
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between April and September, as is illustrated in the table below, which gives 
monthly maxima for both sides of the river at various sites. 


Jan-Feb ~Mar Apr May. Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct. Nov Dec 


Barking 88 =m) ()) (0) = 7 - = 203 445 
Beckton 20 2007 150 - - - - - - - - - 
Grays 175 eee 20) - - - - - - - - - 
Rainham Marsh 600 500 100 - 7 - 2 3 - 110 3000 2500 
West Thurrock 2700 - - - - - - - = | 269 = 
Crayford Marsh 480 250 100 - - - - - - - - - 
Dartford Marsh 1700 1500 600 11 4 = 3 2 13 124 2000. 1360 
Erith Marsh 305 200 500 - - - - - - - - - 
Stone Marsh - 1000 7 - - - - - - = 200 91650 
Swanscombe Marsh 220 200 90 - 4 l 6 - - - - - 
Thamesmead 840). 600) 500 - | - = - = 


Away from the Thames, records are summarised under counties. 


Very few records at inland sites, mostly singles. 

Four at Amwell GP on Sept 10th was the highest count. Otherwise seen in ones 
and twos at three other localities. 

Highest counts all came from the Staines area and were mostly in the winter months 
and below the level of recent years. Passage counts were very small. Monthly 
maxima for the main sites 1s given. 


Jan Feb Mar~ Apr May Jun: Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov. Dec 


King George VI Res - - 2 3 - 3 l 10 1] 75 104 
Perry Oaks SF 40 - 18 2 4 3 10 10 | - - - 
Staines Moor - - - - - - . - - - - 70 
Staines Res - - | 2 5 3 l - - - 45 5 
Wraysbury Res - - - - - - - 12 1] - 2 


Horton GP, four on Dec 30th. Queen Mother Res, up to three on six dates. 
There were no records away from the River Thames. 

Four sites produced birds on a regular basis. At the beginning of the year the 
wintering flock clearly moved from Perry Oaks SF (see above) to Walton Res. 
Records are summarised in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Barn Elms Res - 19 3 - 


l 2 
l 2 | 5 


L | 2 N 4 
Beddington SF 3 2 l 2 l 2 - 2 5 
Queen Elizabeth II Res 3 6 2 2 2 I 4 4 - - 3 4 
Walton Res 18 45 45 2 l 3 l 3 | 2 l 14 


There were also 45 at Apps Court Farm GP on Mar 4th and 11 on Mar 1 1th, no 
doubt the same birds as Walton Res. Island Barn Res held eight on Dec 30th. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Status: regular passage migrant, but decreasing winter visitor. 
All records are given or summarised for one or two sites. 


Cornhill Meads, one on Apr 24th, two on Aug 28th, one on 30th and 3 Ist, increasing 
to two on Sept 3rd, three on 4th, four from Sth to 8th, eight on 12th and 13th and 
one on Sept 16th. Dagenham Chase, one on Oct 3rd, 4th and 10th. Fairlop, two on 
Jan 15th. King George V Res, one on Aug 22nd and 27th. Nazeing GP, four on 
Dec 29th and 30th, two on 31st. Paynes Lane GP, one on Aug 24th. Rainham 
Marsh, one on Aug 4th and Sth. 

Amwell GP, four on Dec 29th: Broxbourne GP, two on Aug 20th. Rye Meads, two 
on Jan 26th, one until Jan 31st. Tyttenhanger GP, one on May 8th. 
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Broadwater GP, one on Dec 31st. King George VI Res, regularly present from 
Sept 19th to the end of the year as water levels were lowered, with a maximum of 
three between Sept 21st and 27th, then one throughout October, until two between 
Oct 21st and Nov 11th and three for the rest of the year. Perry Oaks SF, singles on 
Mar 12th and Apr 18th, and between July Ist and 27th, three between Aug Ist and 
5th and one on Aug 23rd. Queen Mary Res, five on Jan 20th. Staines Moor, three 
on Nov 19th and two on Dec 9th. Staines Res, four from Apr 11th to 13th, one 
remaining until Apr 19th. Wraysbury Res, regularly present on the drained reservoir 
between Aug 20th and Sept 21st, with up to three until Sept 5th, increasing to 
seven on 6th, nine on 12th and 19 on 13th, with smaller numbers thereafter. 
Horton GP, up to two between Apr 20th and 24th, but involving four different 
birds (two males and two females - see Staines Res). Queen Mother Res, two on 
Apr 18th, three on Aug 21st, two on Sept 4th, 11 on Sept 20th and one on Dec 
30th. 

Dartford Marsh, three on Feb 27th and one on Dec 4th. Swanscombe Marsh, four 
on July 26th. 

Addlestone, one on Dec 7th. Barn Elms Res, one on June 26th, three on 29th, one 
on July 10th and two on Sept 5th. Beddington SF, singles on Mar 24th, from May 
6th to 8th and June 24th, two from June 28th to 30th, singles on July Ist, 10th to 
17th and Aug 7th and up to three on many dates in September. Hogsmill SF, one 
from Aug 29th to Sept 6th. Walton Res, singles on Feb 2nd, Aug 3rd and between 
Sept 5th and 13th. 


Whilst there were several small influxes during the year, it still remained very 
scarce at most formerly regular sites, particularly in winter. Spring passage was 
mostly confined to the period from mid to late April, in small numbers. A few 
sites saw quite good numbers of juveniles in September, and the last few days of 
the year produced birds at many sites, no doubt connected with the cold snap at 
that time. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Status: widespread but elusive winter visitor and passage migrant. 
All records are given or summarised for some sites. 


Dagenham Chase, singles on Mar 10th, 11th and Dec 20th. Dagenham Corridor, 
two on Jan 16th. Essex Filter Beds, one on Mar 9th. Fairlop, singles on Jan 8th, 
Feb 2nd, 23rd, Mar 5th and 13th. 

Amwell GP, two on Jan 29th, maximum of four in March (on 17th) and singles on 
Apr Ist and 5th; at the end of the year singles on Oct 12th and Nov 5th and on six 
dates in December. Broxbourne GP, one on Mar 19th. Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s), 
one on Jan 8th and Mar 18th. Rye Meads, singles on Feb 4th and 12th, two on Oct 
21st and one on Nov 25th. 

Brent Res, one on Nov 6th. Hounslow Heath, two on Feb 3rd, four on 23rd and 
one on Apr 9th; singles on Oct 18th, Nov 10th increasing to two on Nov 29th, five 
on Dec 9th and six on Dec 29th. Perry Oaks SE, five on Jan 8th and four on 22nd. 
Queen Mary GP, one on Feb 25th. Stoke Newington Res, one on Dec 28th. West 
Ruislip GC, one on Dec 8th. 

Horton GP, one on Mar 25th, two on 27th and one on Apr 9th. Old Slade GP, one 
on Nov 17th. 

Chipstead Lake, one on Apr 15th. Sevenoaks reserve, one on Dec 2nd. Swanscombe 
Marsh, up to four in January, three in February, but six on Feb 25th and five on 


Surrey 


0519 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 


Surrey 


0529 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1995 69 


Mar 11th, but only singles at the end of the year on Nov 4th and Dec 29th. 
Thamesmead, six on Jan 12th, one on 30th, four on Mar 2nd, three on 23rd and 
30th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Jan 2nd. Beddington SF, singles on Jan 2nd and 7th, six on 
Feb 28th, two on Mar 18th and 19th and one on Dec 24th. Hersham GP, one on 
Jan 28th and three on 29th. Holmethorpe SP, in December one on 24th, two on 
25th, four on 28th and one on 30th. River Hogsmill at Kingston, singles on Dec 
8th and 16th. South Norwood CP, singles on Jan 2nd, Dec 16th and 28th. Walton 
Res, singles on Nov 4th and 22nd. 


Fairly widespread at the beginning of the year with the last bird departing Chipstead 
Lake on Apr 1Sth. Much less common at the end of the year, with the first not 
until Oct 12th at Amwell GP and only three other birds seen in October. There 
were rather more in November and considerably more in December. The highest 
count (at three sites) was only six. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce breeder. 


Only seen at five sites in the months of May and June, but no breeding was 
proved this year. Apart from one or two localities, numbers outside the 
breeding season were fairly low, the largest count only reaching 80. The highest 
counts in each sector, together with all summer and Inner London records are 
given below. — 


Cornmill Meads, one on June 21st; 77 on Sept 4th. Dagenham Chase, 31 on Mar 
12th. Hall Marsh, 50 on Jan 11th. Rainham Marsh, one or two were present until 
the middle of May, and possibly bred; 50 on Dec 9th. 

Amwell GP, two including a drumming bird on Apr 29th, two on May Ist and one 
on 2nd; in winter 65 on Jan 29th. Rye Meads, 80 on Feb 4th, six on Apr 29th, two 
pairs on May 7th and singles on six further dates in May, two on June 3rd and 
singles on four other dates in June. 

Brent Res, 24 on Jan Ist. Bushy Park, 30 on Mar 26th. Hampton Court Park, 20 on 
Dec 27th. Kempton Park Res, one on May 13th. Stanwell Moor GP, 21 on Sept 
21st. Syon Park, 24 on Feb 2nd. The Causeway NR, 28 on Mar 3rd. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on Oct 15th, 26th and Dec 11th (ARD,DJ). 

Horton GP, 12 on Mar 3 Ist. 

Crayford Marsh, 14 on Jan 7th. Dartford Marsh, 17 on Dec 7th. Sevenoaks reserve, 
19 on Dec 9th. Swanscombe Marsh, 33 on Feb 12th. 

Beddington SF, 40 on Jan Ist and one on several dates in May and June. Hersham 
GP, 53 on Feb 19th. Hogsmill SF, 30 on Feb 17th. Holmethorpe SP, 70 on Nov 
29th. Walton Res, 48 on Feb 4th. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 

Status: localised breeding species, passage migrant and winter visitor. 

The following table shows the number of sightings outside the breeding season. 
Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Sightings 8 2 6 ] 3 7 19 
Total no of birds 10 py) 6 1 3 ff 17 
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All these records were of single birds, apart from on three occasions when two 
birds were seen together. The usual pattern is followed, with most spring records 
in March, and small numbers of continental immigrants in late October, but mostly 
November. Birds become far more obvious in the winter when the ground is frozen 
and they are forced to disperse, hence the big increase in sightings in December 
when it was particularly cold. Nine birds birds were noted in the final three days 
of the year, when it was very frosty. 


Records during the breeding season are given below, together with all Inner London 
records. 


Epping Forest, five at Jack’s Hill on May 12th and two roding during June at Long 
Running. Ongar Park Wood, one roding in June. 

Broxbourne Woods, one on May 7th. 

Inner London: Bankside Reach, one flew upriver on Oct 24th (DL). Regent’s 
Park, singles on Mar 14th and Nov 14th (ARD,DJ). Tower of London, one flew 
past a nearby office window towards the Lloyds building on Dec 6th (per The 
Times). 

Black Park, up to two birds roding between April and June. 

Bookham Common, one roding on May 15th. Esher Common, one roding on May 
23rd in the Black Pond area. Limpsfield Chart, at least five roding males on June 
DBrd. 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Status: passage migrant in highly variable numbers; scarce in winter. 


Cornmill Meads, singles on 
July 13th (AM), Aug 20th 
(SC,PJV). King George V 
Res, four flew N on Aug 
15th (AM). Rainham 
Marsh, two on Aug 4th 
(MKD). Wm Girling Res, 
one from July 31st to Aug 
list(SC2PIN)): 

Amwell GP, one on Aug : 
20th (BR, WR) and eight on Sept 8th (MI,RP7). 

King George VI Res, a long-staying first year bird from Oct 7th until Nov 25th 
(AVM,PN eral). Perry Oaks SE, one on Mar 12th (CL). Ponders End Lake, one on 
July 2nd (AM). Stanwell Moor, one on May 16th (KLP). 

Horton GP, two on Aug Ist (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, 12 on July 20th, singles on July 26th and Dec 7th (AJM). 

Barn Elms Res, three on July 2nd, one on 12th and five on 13th (BEBG). 
Beddington SF, singles on Apr 22nd, Aug 3rd and Sept 2nd (BBR). Holmethorpe 
SP, one on Sept 8th (LC,HBR). Walton Res, seven on July Ist, three on 2nd, nine 
on 7th, one on Aug 2nd, four on 3rd (DMH) and two on Aug 4th and 6th 
(DMH,NJM,SJS). 





A few records in winter and spring, but as usual the majority occurred between 
July and September, although numbers were well below those recorded in 1994, 
with only one flock in double figures. 
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Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers; scarce in winter. 


King George V Res, one flew N on Apr 23rd (KM,PJV) and four flew N on Apr 
28th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, two on Apr 29th, four on May 7th (SRP), singles on 
May 8th, July 8th, Aug 19th and Sept 17th (MKD,SRP). 

Amwell GP, singles on May 6th and Sept 2nd (LVPB per HBC). 

Bruce Castle Park, one flew SE on Apr 29th (PL). Ponders End Lake, singles on 
Apr 24th (SC,AM) from Apr 26th to 28th, from May 8th to 10th and Oct 18th 
(AC,AM). Staines Res, one on Apr 30th (AVM,DJM). /nner London: Regent’s 
Park, one flew E on Apr 24th (ARD,DJ). 

Horton GP, seven in separate parties of three and four on Apr 28th (JAS). 
Dartford Marsh, three on May 11th (BEW), singles on Apr 19th (DW) and Sept 
10th (AJM). Swanscombe Marsh, singles on Apr 30th (PB,DM) and May 1I1th 
(BEW). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 23rd (BEBG). Godstone, 20+ flew SW on Sept 8th (K 
Brandwood). Queen Elizabeth II Res, 11 on Apr 29th in parties of one and ten, 
and singles on May | 1th and 17th (DMH). Walton Res, one on Apr 28th (DMH). 
Worcester Park, one flew high WSW on Dec 29th (RES). 


Prominent as usual during spring passage, especially between Apr 28th and 30th, 
when there were nine sightings totalling 29 birds, but no really large flocks were 
seen. In fact the highest count was on Sept 8th, when there were also nine Black- 
tailed Godwits seen in the Area. 


1994 Additional Records 

Walthamstow Res, 14 flew SW on July 17th (DL). 

Horton GP, one flew over with four Curlews on Apr 27th (JAS). 
Walton Res, one flew over on May 7th (ML). 


Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Status: regular passage migrant. 


All records are given, all dates refer to single birds unless shown in brackets. As 
usual, it was noted frequently on spring passage, which lasted from Apr 8th to 
May 23rd, and included one flock of 25, but otherwise the largest flock was seven. 
About 104 birds were seen in spring. A further 31 were recorded in autumn between 
July 8th and Sept 17th, with peak numbers in late July and early August. 


Barking, May 14th. Fairlop, Apr 16th (2). Hainault Forest, May 6th (2) at 22.47 
hrs. Harlow, July 20th (2). King George V Res, Apr 29th, May 2nd and 9th (4). 
Paynes Lane GP, July 11th flew N. Rainham Marsh, Apr 22nd, 25th and 29th (2), 
May Ist (2), 7th (2), 7th (4), 8th, 13th (2), July 8th, 15th (2), Aug 19th, Sept 4th 
and 17th. Wm Girling Res, Apr 8th. 

Amwell GP, Apr 30th. Broxbourne Woods, May 7th. Tyttenhanger GP, May 16th. 
Alexandra Park, Apr 27th. Charlton GP, May Ist. Hampstead Heath, Apr 29th 
flew E, and Sept 6th flew S. King George VI Res, Aug 30th. Staines Res, May Ist 
and 1 1th, and July 7th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, Apr 24th (7) flew E(ARD,DJ). 
Queen Mother Res, May 8th. | 

Charlton, July 23rd (4). Dartford Marsh, May 2nd, 7th and 9th and July 29th. 
Swanscombe Marsh, May 13th, July 9th and 22nd (3) and Aug Sth (2). 
Thamesmead, May Ist and Aug 7th. 
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Barn Elms Res, Apr 27th (2), May 14th, and 23rd (3). Beddington SF, Apr 22nd 
(3), 25th (4), 27th to 29th and Apr 29th (another 6). Holmethorpe SP, Apr 27th. 
Island Barn Res, Apr 19th (3). New Malden, May 11th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 
May.11th (25 flew over). Walton Res, May 14th (3). 


1994 Correction 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Apr 21st and not 22nd as published in LBR 59. 


Curlew Numenius arquata 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant. 


There were records from all counties in every month of the year. The best months 
were April (16 birds), August (36 birds, including one flock of 12), November (24 
birds) and December (29 birds). Many sightings came from the Lower Thames, 
especially in the last two months of the year, and particularly in the Dartford area. 
All records are given and relate to single birds, unless shown otherwise in brackets. 


Barking, Nov 12th to Dec 28th (3). Dagenham Corridor, July 30th. Fairlop, Jan 
Ist. King George V Res, Mar 11th, Apr 28th (2), Apr 29th and June 23rd (2). 
Rainham Marsh, Aug 26th, Sept 2nd (2), Oct 22nd (2), Nov 4th (2), 11th (3) and 
Dec 23rd (4). Sewardstone, Sept 8th. Walthamstow Res, Aug 13th, Sept 10th, Oct 
22nd. Wm Girling Res, July 11th and Aug 8th. 

Hilfield Park Res, Jan 8th (2). Rye Meads, Aug 18th and Sept 10th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, June 24th. Broadwater GP, Dec 16th. King George VI Res, 
Aug 13th (2), Sept 2nd (2), Nov 4th and Sth. Staines Moor, Nov 5th. Staines Res, 
Apr 27th, Sept 2nd and Oct 22nd (5). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, singles on June 
24th, Aug 22nd to 28th and two from 29th to Sept 3rd. Wraysbury Res, Aug 30th 
(12). Inner London: Regent’s Park, June 23rd (ARD,D/J). 

Queen Mother Res, Mar 21st, Apr 26th and 28th, May 5th (2) and 1 Ith, July 14th 
and 30th and Dec 31st (2). 

Crayford Marsh, Jan 7th (3). Dartford Marsh, Jan 4th (2), 7th and 9th (4) were the 
only records at the beginning of the year; Sept 23rd and 30th, Oct 19th, Nov 17th 
(2), 18th (2), 24th (4) and 29th, Dec 5th (6), 7th (3) and 9th . Hoblingwell Wood, 
June 24th (5). Littlebrook PS, Nov 17th (3) and Dec 29th. Swanscombe Marsh, 
Feb 25th, Mar 11th, Nov 4th and Dec 29th (2). Thamesmead, July 3rd. 

Barn Elms Res, July Ist (2). Beddington SE, Apr 4th and 23rd, May 8th, July 26th, 
Oct 12th, Nov Ist and Dec 16th. Dulwich, Dec 30th (4). Limpsfield Chart, July 
8th (several calling at 23.00 hrs). Queen Elizabeth II Res, Aug 9th (2), 14th (4) 
and 18th and Dec 9th (4). Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne, Apr Ist. Southwood 
Manor Farm, Feb 22nd (2). Walton Res, Apr 28th (8), June 24th (3) and 25th, July 
21st, Aug 9th, 13th, 29th and 30th (3). Inner London: Bankside Reach, June 28th, 
flew downriver (DL). 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 


Status: scarce passage migrant, 


Cornmill Meads, three juveniles on Sept 3rd and 4th, one remaining until Sept 6th 
(PJV et al). King George V Res, one flew N on Sept 15th (AM). Rainham Marsh, 
one on July 14th (SRP). 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 28th (MI). 
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King George VI Res, six at dusk on Sept 6th (AVM,PN), three on Sept 10th (DJM), 
singles on Sept 13th and 15th (AVM). Queen Mary Res, two flew N on Sept 9th 
(DJM). Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 3rd and 5th (AVM), two on Sept 6th (PN) and 
8th (CL), singles on Sept 9th and 12th (CL,PN). 

Queen Mother Res, singles on June 27th and Oct 18th (JAS). 

Barn Elms Res, one from Aug 28th to Sept 8th and three on Sept 10th (BEBG). 
Beddington SF, one flew NE on May 2nd and three juveniles on Sept 10th (BBR) 
- presumably the same as at Barn Elms Res. 


In contrast to recent years, a good passage of juvenile birds was noted between 
Aug 28th and Sept 15th in several small parties of up to six. 


1994 Additional Record 
Queen Mother Res, one on Apr 29th (JAS). 


Redshank Tringa totanus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant; regular but decreasing breeder. 


Details of all breeding records are given below, together with the highest counts 
in each county. There were no Inner London records this year. 


Barking, two pairs were present in the breeding season. Belhus Woods CP, one 
pair summered. Berwick Ponds, three pairs bred. Hall Marsh, two pairs present. 
Rainham Marsh, 14 pairs bred. Comparatively few were reported from the north 
shore of the Lower Thames, and the only counts were during the winter months. 
These are summarised in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Oct Nov Dec 
Barking 33 - 45 - 94 71 
Grays 84 - : - - - 
Rainham Marsh 150 200 200 105 300 250 
West Thurrock 80 - - - 65 - 


Amwell GP, highest count was seven on Apr 15th and a pair was present in May. 
Tyttenhanger GP, three or four pairs summered and one pair hatched young; largest 
counts from this site included eight on Mar 19th, 11 on Apr 7th and 12 on Apr 
13th. 

Perry Oaks SF, two pairs nested. Stockley Park, three pairs summered, at least 
two pairs seen with young. Highest counts from the south-western reservoirs and 
nearby localities were as follows: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Mar Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
King George VI Res 8 19 10 6 3 2 2 - - 4 4 8 
Perry Oaks SF l - 13 14 6 10 4 3 - - 
Queen Mary Res 2 i 3 - - - - . 3 4 
Staines Moor 2 10 TD - 4 2 - l - - - - 
Staines Res 6 D5) 10 10 5 ] 3 . - - 5 3 


Also of note in the same area were 12 at Stanwell Moor GP on Mar 12th and 
seven juveniles at Wraysbury Res on Sept 14th. 

Horton GP, 16 on Mar 23rd and 31st. Queen Mother Res, three on Aug 8th and 
Nov 9th. Wraysbury GP, three on Dec 17th. 

Dartford Marsh, three pairs were displaying in May. Swanscombe Marsh, two 
pairs nested. Monthly maxima at the main sites along the Lower Thames are given 
in the table below. 
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Jan Feb) Mar Apr Mar Jun. Jul Aug’ Sep. Oct, Nov) Dec 


Crayford Marsh 28 30 37, - - - - - - - - - 
Dartford Marsh 32 (QQ i134 22 4 6 - = 21 V2 54. 50 
Erith Reach 102 - - - - - - - - - = = 
Stone Marsh 36 72 65 - - - - - - - ] - 
Swanscombe Marsh 24 65 45 54 10 10 ] ] - 50 - = 


Apps Court Farm GP, a pair were displaying in April. Regularly reported at the 
following sites: Barn Elms Res (up to four in May), Beddington SF (up to eight 
between March and May) and Queen Elizabeth II Res (up to six in June). At 
Walton Res there was a high count of 21 on Feb Sth and up to five pairs were 
present in May, although there was no evidence of breeding. 


Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Status: common passage migrant. 


A rather poor passage was noted between Apr 8th and May 24th, and consisted 
mainly of single birds, counts reaching three at only two sites. As usual the number 
of birds seen in autumn was far higher. Single birds at Brent and Walton reservoirs 
on June 24th were probably the first returning migrants and several sites held 
double figures between July and September. The pattern and timing of migration 
is refelected in the following table, which gives approximate number of bird/days 
for each county between April and October. 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 
Essex 7 8 l 88 39 py) - 
Herts 8 - - - | 2 - 
Middx 2 3 | 10 35 135 y) 
Bucks - - - - 2 - - 
Kent | 3 - - 10 14 . 
Surrey 8 7! | 21 40) 16 - 
Totals 26 21 3} 119 147 i 7/2) 3 


A selection of the highest counts in each sector is given under counties below. 


Rainham Marsh, 12 on July 15th and Aug 19th. Wm Girling Res, up to seven 
between July 16th and 20th, but eight on July 19th. 

Wraysbury Res, ten on Sept Ist and 11 on 15th, with counts of five or more on 17 
other dates between Aug 22nd and Sept 21st. 

Ruxley GP, four on Aug 27th. 

Beddington SF, five on Sept 8th. Queen Elizabeth I Res, four on July 25th. Walton 
Res, four on Aug Sth. 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Status: widespread winter visitor and passage migrant, commonest in autumn. 


Reported from at least 77 sites during the year, so a very widespread bird in the 
Area, though often in only ones and twos on a few dates. At the beginning of the 
year counts only reached double figures at one site, Beddington SF, which held 11 
on Feb 2nd. High counts in spring included eight at Tyttenhanger GP on Mar 20th 
and nine at Beddington SF on Apr 16th; there were no sightings after May 2nd, 
but the first returning birds were noted on June 9th. Thereafter numbers built up 
rapidly in July and August with Rainham Marsh again proving to be the most 
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favoured locality, with a peak count of 45 on Aug 4th - a number unlikely to have 
been exceeded by many other sites in the whole of Britain. At the end of the year, 
six was the largest at any site. The table below gives the peak counts on a month 
to month basis for the best sites. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep.’ Oct Nov Dec 


Berwick Ponds ] ] 2 9 


Rainham Marsh 4 4 4 - - 3 35 45 10 4 3 3 
Amwell GP - - - | | - 3 4 2 2 | l 
Rye House Marsh 2 l | y) - 5 9 7 | | | 
Rye Meads 3 2 3 2 2 )) 4 4 6 5 4 
Tyttenhanger GP 2 4 8 6 l >) 6 4 2 3 4 
King George VI Res - - l - - 2 6 5 - 2 
Perry Oaks SF 4 | 3 - 10 12 5 2 | - 
Rammey Marsh 2 3 l | 5) 10 8 5 2 

Staines Res - - | | - - | | 5 2 
Horton GP - 6 4 6 - - 4 2 - 
Queen Mother Res | | 3 - | Z - 2 4 | 
Dartford Marsh 2 l - 5 2 - l | 
Sevenoaks reserve - 2 - -" - 2 8 7 2 2 ? l 
Beddington SF t li 6 9 - 14 17 14 10 5 4 6 
Holmethorpe SP 3 3 3 : es Wf 5 - - 4 4 
Walton Res : - - l 2 3 5 8 5 4 3 2 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 


Status: uncommon passage migrant. 


Cornmill Meads, one on Aug 3rd (SC et al). Essex Filter Beds, one on May Sth 
(GJ). Fairlop, singles from May 13th to 15th and on May 23rd (AAB). Rainham 
Marsh, singles on May 15th (WV), July 15th, Aug 4th (MKD), 8th and 19th 
(MKD,SRP). 

Stocker’s Farm, one on the flood meadow on May 5th and 7th (RRD,AVM), but 
not seen between these two dates. 

Perry Oaks SF, one on Oct 8th (CL). 

Barn Elms Res, singles in spring on May 7th and 8th, and from May 14th to 1 6th; 
in August further singles on 16th and 17th, with two on 20th, one of which remained 
until Aug 24th (BEBG). Beddington SF, two on May 20th and one on 21st; singles 
daily in August between 10th and 27th, with two from Aug 21st to 23rd (BBR). 
Epsom Great Pond, one on Aug Ist (SG). Putney Heath and Wimbledon Common, 
one on May 16th (DWs). Walton Res, one from Aug 3rd to 7th (DMH,NJM). 


An unexceptional year, with the ten birds in spring all noted during a 19-day 
period between May Sth and 23rd. Rather more in autumn (again mostly singles) 
between July 15th and Oct 23rd, all but two birds being seen in August. 


Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Status: common passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


The largest counts during spring and autumn are summarised in the following 
table, which gives monthly maxima for the best localities in each county. Spring 
counts were good including an exceptional ten at Holmethorpe SP on May 22nd. 
Autumn passage was well underway by early July and many sites achieved their 
highest counts for the year between July 28th and Aug 9th; numbers remained 
high at some localities until mid-September. 
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Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


King George V Res D: 5 l 14 10 7 . 
Rainham Marsh 1 30 40 5 3 
Wm Girling Res 2 12 14 5 - 
Amwell GP 2 l 5 3 3 - 
Hilfield Park Res 3 4 7 6 4 1 
Tyttenhanger GP 5 2 4 4 4 - 
Brent Res 2 4 4 5 2 - 
King George VI Res ] 2 17 16 - - 
Perry Oaks SF 3 - 10 16 7 ] 
Queen Mary Res - - - 14 15 8 - 
Staines Res 2 2 - 2 6 ] ] 
Wraysbury Res - - - | 12 1] - 
Queen Mother Res - 7 2 18 Dal 4 1 
Dartford Marsh 6 2 - 10 15 7 2, 
Swanscombe Marsh - 3 ] 12 88 - - 
Thamesmead ] 5 - 9 22 5 4 
Barn Elms Res 8 5 - 3 7 - 2 
Beddington SF 5 5 - ] 12 4 

Holmethorpe SP ] 10 - 3 5 + 

Queen Eliz.II Res 1 5 ] 9 2. 2 - 
Walton Res ] ] - 7 20 5 ] 


All winter (January/February and November/December) records are given below, 
together with all records from Inner London. 


Beckton, one from Jan 2nd to 29th and two on 15th. Creekmouth, Barking, two on 
Nov 12th. Rainham Marsh, two in January, February and from Dec 23rd to 31st. 
Bedfont Lakes, one on Nov 16th and Dec 21st. King George VI Res, one on Jan 
6th. Perry Oaks SF, one on Feb 4th. nner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 
18th, 24th and 30th, May 17th and 19th, Aug 2nd, Sept 4th, 13th and 18th 
(ARD,DJ). 

Wraysbury GP, one on Dec 17th. 

Belvedere PS, one on Feb 16th. Crossness, one on Feb 22nd. Dartford Marsh, one 
on Dec 16th. River Thames at Charlton, one on Dec 13th. Swanscombe Marsh, 
singles on Jan 8th, Feb 4th and 25th, Nov 11th, with two on Dec 2nd and one on 
Dec 29th. Thamesmead, one in January and February and one or two in November 
and December. 

Barn Elms Res, two in January, February and November and singles between Dec 
2nd and 6th and on Dec 20th. 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Status: passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Grays, 14 on Jan 18th, six on Mar | 1th and two on Mar 25th. King George V Res, 
singles on Apr 28th and July 30th, four on Aug 22nd, two on 23rd and singles on 
28th and 29th. Wm Girling Res, three on May 13th and singles on July 23rd, Aug 
3rd and Aug 23rd. 

King George VI Res, singles on May 20th and Sept 3rd. Staines Res, one on Apr 
23rd, two on Apr 28th and one on May 9th. 

Queen Mother Res, two on May 4th, singles on May 26th, Aug 4th and Sth and 
Sept 5th and 6th. 

Dartford Marsh, one on May 2nd, three on May 11th and one on May 23rd. 
Swanscombe Marsh, two on Jan Ist, one on Jan 8th, six on Apr 30th, five on Dec 
2nd and one on Dec 29th. Thamesmead, two on Aug 8th. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on May 17th and Aug 29th. Beddington SE, nine flew N 
on May 17th. Island Barn Res, one on May 6th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles 
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on Apr 23rd, May 17th, Aug 16th, 18th and 19th and Sept 9th and 10th. Walton 
Res, singles on May 2nd and 1 Ith. 


Records of wintering birds as usual all came from sites along the Lower Thames, 
which also produced most of the highest counts during the year. There was 
scattering of inland records (mostly at reservoirs) during spring and autumn, but 
numbers were unremarkable, indeed most were of single birds, with May and 
August the best months. 


Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Stocker’s Lake, a juvenile on Sept . 
18th (RRD etal). 


This record continues the good run 
of records of this species in the 
London Area in recent years, but only 
just, as it was not found until 17.00 
hrs and was gone the next day. The 
17th record for the London Area. 





Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
Status: rare visitor, normally in late autumn and early winter. 


King George V Res, one on Sept 10th (AM ef a’). 

Admirals Walk Lake, Broxbourne, one photographed by a fisherman sometime in 
October (per HBC). Hilfield Park Res, one from Nov 2nd to 8th (SHM eral), see 
photograph opposite page.65. 


The first records since 1991. The Hertfordshire bird formed a nice duo with a 
Little Auk on its arrival. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor. 


Barking Bay, a juvenile on Oct 8th (KB). Rainham Marsh, a dark-phase immature 
flew downriver on Oct 7th (SRP). 


The 19th and 20th London records, although they could conceivably have related 
to the same individual. This follows on from the single record in 1994, which was 
the first since 1987; interestingly 11 out of the 18 records fell in the three years 
from 1985-7 and only serves to emphasise its true scarcity in our Area. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Status: regular, but scarce, autumn migrant; rare in spring and summer. 


Queen Mother Res, two immatures on Aug 29th until 09.15 hrs; but they were not 
seen together (JAS). | 


‘Surrey Beddington SE one light-phase bird flew NE at 14.45 hrs on May 18th (JSW,RDW). 
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The autumn record is on a typical date; September is the peak month for this 
occasional overland migrant. However the spring record is the first since 1990: 
there have only been a handful of sightings at that time of year and generally 
autumn records outnumber spring records by ten to one. 


Skua sp Stercorarius sp 


Walthamstow Res, five flew S at 14.45 hrs on Aug 27th (PL), were considered by 
the observer to be Arctics. 

Dartford Marsh, three flew E on Sept 18th at 13.30 hrs (BEW) were most probably 
Pomarine Skuas. 


Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor. 


Tottenham, one flew SW over observers’ garden at 18.00 hrs on Sept 1 1th (DL,PL). 
Dartford Marsh, two flew E, down the Thames, on Sept 18th at 13.30 hrs (BEW). 


The 20th and 21st London records; once much scarcer than Pomarine Skua it has 
become much more regular than that species in recent years. The dates are typical: 
six out of the last nine records have involved flocks of birds. 


Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 
Status: rare autumn migrant. 


King George VI Res, a juvenile/immature on Sept 6th (CL et a/). Wraysbury Res, 
a dark-phase juvenile/immature on Aug 30th (CL). 


Only the ninth and tenth London records, but seven of these have occurred during 
the last 11 years. Of the ten records seven have fallen in September and eight have 
been juveniles. The Wraysbury individual is only the second August sighting. 


Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 
Status: regular, but increasing, winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The status of this gull in our Area took another quantum leap this year, following 
on from record totals in 1994. As ever it remains extremely difficult to be sure of 
exact numbers due to the inevitable duplication that takes place across the region 
with sightings from both feeding and roosting areas. Nevertheless it seems likely 
that a minimum of 79 birds were seen during the year - 73 between January and 
May followed by 30 birds between July and December (of which at least six were 
new birds). Significantly there were several sightings in February and March 
involving at least five birds together: Erith Reach, six on Feb Ist, Dartford Marsh, 
five on Feb 5th and Wm Girling Res, five on Feb 6th and Mar 7th. This expanding 
species has never been more regular or more easily seen than it is now. The table 
below tabulates the approximate annual total of birds for each of the last 11 years. 
All records are given, but summarised for key localities. 


Year 1995 1994 1993 1992 T99l 1990 1989) [ISS eS ve Secon cos 
Totals 79 49 29 -4 30 18 28 32 24 21 9 
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King George V Res, a juvenile on Aug 28th, one on Nov I1th (RMC). 
Nazeing GP, singles roosted on many dates between Jan 8th and Mar 10th, 
with two on Jan 12th (at least three individuals); singles on Aug 31st, Nov 
13th, 28th, two on Dec 4th and one on 28th (SC,AH,WR,PJV). Paynes Lane 
GP, one on Oct 30th (WR). Rainham Marsh, two on Jan 16th, one on Feb 4th and 
11th, two on Mar 4th and singles on Mar | 1th, Nov | 1th and 18th (KB,MKD,SRP). 
Sewardstone, a juvenile on Sept 8th (AM). Walthamstow Filter Beds, one on Jan 
10th, 22nd, Feb 5th, 12th and 26th; Dec 17th and 24th (PL,PJV). Walthamstow 
Res, one on Mar 5th (PSAA) and a juvenile on Aug 28th (DL). Wm Girling Res, 
present on many dates between Jan 2nd and Mar 7th with peaks of five on Feb 
6th, four on 18th, 26th, Mar 2nd and five on Mar 7th (SC); one on Nov 2nd 
(RMC). 

Hilfield Park Res, present in the roost on many dates between Jan Ist and 
Mar 14th, with peaks of three on Mar 12th and two on 14th; singles on Sept 
26th, 28th, Oct 5th and Nov 18th (GSE,JFe,SHM). Hoddesdon, one on Jan 
9th (GJW). Rye Meads, singles on Feb 4th and 26th (SC,RMRG). Stocker’s 
lake, conc on Var /thy(RRD). roy, Mill-GRvtwo: on Jan) 31st1(C)). 
Verulamium Lake, St Albans, one intermittently from Jan 2nd to 14th 
(GSE,PJSd,PAW ). 

Alexandra Park (and Wood Green Res), one on 12 dates from Jan 29th to Mar 
12th (AGr,LG,AGn,GN,PR). Ashford, one on Oct 29th (PN). Brent Res, one on 
Mar 12th (RB). Clapton Common, one on Dec 20th (JG). Durants Park, two on 
Nov 24th (AC). Enfield (The Ride), one on Nov 24th (PJV). Enfield Lock, one on 
Feb 6th and 13th (SC). Ponders End Lake, present on many dates from Jan 18th to 
Mar 15th with peaks of three on Feb 16th, 18th, 21st, four on 22nd, three on Mar 
Ist and 3rd (AC,SC,JG,AM); one on Nov 25th (PJV). Staines Res, singles on Feb 
10th, Apr 16th and Oct 30th (CL,AVM,PN). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Oct 
26th (RMC). Winchmore Hill, one on Jan 18th (BW). Wood Green Res, see 
Alexandra Park. Inner London: River Thames at Wandsworth, one from Jan 10th 
to Feb 25th (RJA). 

Langley, one on Mar 24th (CL). Queen Mother Res, singles on six dates from Jan 
6th to Mar 3rd with a peak of three on Mar 3rd; singles on Oct 28th and Dee 27th 
(CL,AVM,PN). Wraysbury GP, singles on Jan 7th, Nov 26th and Dec 6th 
(CDRH,DJM). 

Charlton (R.Thames), one on July 27th (DM). Crossness East, one on Mar 7th 
(AJM). Dartford Marsh area, present on many dates between Jan 3rd and Feb 2 Ist 
with peak counts of four on Jan 16th, 22nd, 24th, five on Feb Sth (AJM,KP,AP, 
DW,BEW)); one on Apr 21st (DD); one from Dec 13th to 17th (CW,NW,RW,BEW). 
Erith Reach, six on Feb Ist, four on 13th, two on 14th and 16th (AP). Hall Place 
Gardens, up to six birds present from Jan 3rd to Feb 12th with a peak of three 
on Jan 24th (DMr). Lamorbey Park, one on Dec 10th (JRH,NRCH). Littlebrook 
Lake, one on Dec 23rd (DW). Littlebrook PS, one on Feb 16th (AP). Long Reach 
SE, one on Nov 25th (DW). Thamesmead, one on May 13th, 17th and July 14th 
(NRW). 

Addlestone, one on Feb 25th (MBL).-Beddington SF, up to two birds seen on 
many dates between Jan 9th and Mar 12th, singles on May 17th, July 18th, 23rd 
(juvenile), Oct 17th and Dec 23rd (SG,BBR). Island Barn Res, singles on Mar 
18th and Nov 12th (SJS). Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on six dates between 
Feb 4th and Mar 14th involving three birds; one on Oct 28th and 30th (DMH). 
South Norwood CP, one on Jan 28th (DD). Walton Res, two on Mar 11th 
(DMH,ML,SJS). 
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1994 Additional Records 

Wm Girling Res, three on Mar 8th, one on 17th and two on Mar 28th (RMC). 
Enfield Lock, a first-winter bird from Nov 4th to | 1th and another, different, first- 
winter bird from Nov 21st to 25th (SC). 


Little Gull Larus minutus 
Status: regular passage migrant, occasional in summer and winter. 


Yet another record year with 730 bird/days involving about 444 birds; 
although 1989 was better in terms of bird/days 1995 was the best yet for the 
number of birds. As has been the case in most recent years there was a strong 
western bias to the records with Staines once again reigning supreme with an all- 
time record flock of 186 birds in late April - nearly 50% of all the birds seen in 
London were at this one locality. Unlike last year, when autumn passage 
predominated, 90% of all records were in April and May alone, indeed the autumn 
period was distinctly lacklustre. The table below shows the number of bird/days 
and approximate number of birds that have occurred in London during the last 11 
years. 


Year 19955. 19946 1993 S992 99T. A990 1989 MISS OS ae Oman on! 
Bird/days 7130 433 Jal... 212.) 283. , 44 15823.) 279 5 735 pees 
Birds 444 174 201 2 NaS SO) 3.07 salle On 74 76 


The first two birds of the year flew up the River Thames past Surrey Docks on 
Jan 12th (the only Inner London record of the year), followed by another 
past Thamesmead on [8th after strong southwesterly winds. A single bird 
was found in the gull roost at Hilfield Park Res on Feb 19th and presumably 
the same on Mar 7th; another was at Island Barn and Queen Elizabeth 
reservoirs on 18th. Probably the first true spring migrant was one that stayed a 
few days at Staines Res from Mar 26th, shortly followed by three more from 
Apr | 1th to 19th (when there was one at Barn Elms Res) rising to four on 20th 
and 21st and then six on 22nd (when there were singles at Beddington SF and 
Hilfield Park Res, increasing to three at the latter site on 23rd). 


Quite unexpectedly a completely unprecedented movement of 161 birds took 
place on Apr 28th including 15 at Fishers Green, 65 at King George V Res and 
75 at Staines Res. The next day the already impressive flock at Staines rose to a 
mind-boggling 186 (including 151 summer plumage adults); elsewhere on 29th 
the largest flocks were 11 at Island Barn, 14 at King George V and 16 at Queen 
Elizabeth II reservoirs. Although numbers declined after this there were still 
154 at Staines on 30th and 57 on May 2nd; the best remaining spring counts 
were seven at Holyfield on 4th and three at Rainham on 8th. The only June 
record was one at Netherhall GP on 24th and, apart from a summering individual 
in the Staines area, the only July record was a single at Beckton on 31st. Autumn 
passage was meagre with the best counts in August being two at Queen Mother 
and Wraysbury reservoirs; September fared little better with no more than three 
at Wraysbury Res, Dartford Marsh and Littlebrook PS and there was little 
evidence of any widespread passage. In October singles were at Beddington and 
Staines on 2nd followed by singles at Staines and Wraysbury the next day. Another 
single was at Staines on 22nd with four on 29th. Finally the last bird of the year 
was a single at Island Barn Res on 18th. The table below shows the bird/day 
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distribution by month and county. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov _ Dec Totals 


Essex - - = OP 12 ] 1 ] 4 - - = ~ 1D6 
Herts - | ] 10 - - - - - = = = 12 
Middx - - 3. 436 62 . 5 1] 25 8 - 2 > So) 
Inner London y - - - 2 : 2 = a z 2 3 2 
Bucks - - - = = 2 : 3 or SPy2 Z & 3 
Kent l - - - - - - 2) 6 - - - 9 
Surrey - - l 24 - - - - ] ] l - 28 

3 l sy 74 | 6 NW 36 9 | = 1/30 
1994 Additional Record 


King George V Res, ten adults on Mar 30th. 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Status: very common winter visitor and passage migrant; has bred. 


The best count of the year was 50,000 at the Queen Mother Res roost, the highest 
total in London since the same number were counted at nearby Wraysbury Res in 
December 1988. All counts of 1,500 or more, the highest counts in Inner London 
and records of abnormally plumaged birds are given. 


Rainham Marsh, 8,000 on Jan Ist, 15,000 on Feb 4th, 14,000 on Mar 4th, 4,000 
on Nov 25th and 9,000 on Dec 9th. Wm Girling Res, an adult leucistic bird on Jan 
9th and Feb 5th, was first seen in January 1990 (LBR 56:71). 

Amwell GP. an albino on Nov 12th, 19th and Dec 24th. Hilfield Park Res, leucistic birds 
seen in January and February, August, October and November and three in March. 
Brent Res, 1,500 on Feb 24th. Clapton Common, a leucistic bird on Dec 20th. 
Inner London: Bankside Reach, 224 on Feb 2nd, 250 on Aug 30th, 266 on Sept 
6th, 193 on Oct 30th, 158 on Nov 2nd and 141 on Dec 12th. Regent’s Park, 540 on 
Dec 10th. 

Queen Mother Res; an all black melanistic individual seen on several dates between 
Feb 14th and Mar 8th: at least 50,000 roosting on Nov 12th. 

Erith Reach, 1,660 on Jan 16th. Hall Place Gardens, 2,000 on Jan 27th and 29th, 
1,500 on Feb 26th and Dec 17th. River Thames at Charlton, 1,550 on Dec 29th. 
Thamesmead, 1,800 on Jan 7th, 2,000 on 24th, Feb 22nd. 

Holmethorpe SP, 4,500 on Dec Ist. 


Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Barn Elms Res, an adult on Jan 15th (JM/). Beddington SF, an adult on Feb 6th 
was present for 25 mins (RDW, KJM). 

Rockingham Recreation Ground, Uxbridge, the regular adult which returned for 
its fifth winter on Nov 21st 1994, remained until at least Mar 5th (CL et a/). 


Having returned for its fifth winter in November 1994 the Uxbridge bird failed to 
return for what would have been its sixth winter. One can only speculate as to its 
precise whereabouts, since gulls generally tend to be quite long-lived. The two 
Surrey sightings may have involved the same bird The two Surrey sightings 
represent the eighth and ninth records for London, although they could 
conceivably have related to just one bird. 
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Common Gull Larus canus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The highest counts as usual involved feeding flocks at Rainham, there were no 
significant roost counts. Highest counts in each county and significant Inner London 
records are given below. 


Rainham Marsh, monthly maxima: 800 on Jan Ist and Feb 4th, 1,500 on Mar 4th, 
600 on Nov 25th and 2,000 on Dec 9th; two birds showing characters of an eastern 
race were present on Nov 18th. 

Rye Meads, 40 on Feb 4th. Stocker’s Lake, 34 on Dec 18th. 

Brent Res, 327 on Feb 4th. Staines Res, 152 on Nov 12th, 119 on Dec 3rd. Stoke 
Newington Res, 50 on Dec 28th. Inner London: Kensington Gardens, 27 on Mar 
14th. Regent’s Park, no more than four between May and October, ten on Nov 
16th, 45 on Dec 10th. 

Charlton, River Thames, 128 on Jan 13th, 300 on Mar 30th and Apr 2nd, 112 on 
Dec 29th. Dartford Marsh, 127 on Jan 7th, 130 on Mar | 1th. Hall Place Gardens, 
585 on Jan 27th, 434 on Feb 25th, 232 on Mar 4th, 160 on Nov 12th, 336 on Dec 
17th. 

Beddington SE, 140 on Jan 8th. Holmethorpe SP, 150 on Dec Ist. Walton Res, 115 
on Nov Ist, 362 on Nov 15th, 412 on Dec 12th. Inner London: Bankside PS, 26 on 
May 3rd, then monthly peaks of five in June, six in July, three in August and 
September, four in October and 15 on Nov 22nd. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 


Status: common; most regular in autumn and winter; small numbers breed in central 
London. 


Only a single pair was proved to have bred this year, following on from last year’s 
record total of 17 pairs - although it is unlikely that this reflects anything more 
than the vagaries and difficulties of observer recording in the City. The table below 
tabulates the number of successful breeding pairs in London in the last eleven 
years. No winter counts exceeded 250, although the biggest early autumn gathering 
was an impressive 4,400 (5,400 including Wraysbury Res) at Queen Mother Res. 
The only counts over 2,000 in recent years have all been at reservoirs on the west 
side of London in autumn: 2,200 at Hilfield Park in October 1982, 2,700 and 
4.300 at Wraysbury in September 1984 and 1990 respectively and 3,000 at Queen 
Mother in August 1992. The last London count to exceed this figure was 5,330 at 
Queen Mary during the gull roost census in January 1983. All peak monthly counts 
over 100 are listed below (or the highest county counts if these were lower), as 
well as details of breeding birds in Inner London and elsewhere are given. 


Year 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 
No. of pairs ] 17 8 ] 2 6 5) - ) ] ] 


Nazeing GP, 230 on Feb 24th. Rainham GP, 120 on Mar 26th. Rainham Marsh, - 
120 on Mar 25th, 150 on Apr 29th, May 20th, 500 on June Ist and July Ist, 350 on 
Aug 13th, and Sept 17th, 200 on Oct 14th, 100 on Nov 11th. Wm Girling Res, 250 
on Apr 9th, 120 on July 27th. 

Amwell GP, 150 on Aug 10th, 316 on Sept 21st and 300 on Sept 25th. Hilfield 
Park Res, 209 on Aug 25th. Rye Meads, 300 on Oct 8th. 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 


Surrey 


0592 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 


Surrey 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1995 83 


Wraysbury Res, 1,000 on Aug 22nd. /nner London: King’s Cross, there were no 
reports on breeding success this year (11 pairs bred in 1994) but ARD states that 
the species “appeared to have had a very good breeding season in areas close to 
Regent’s Park”. 

Queen Mother Res, 4,400 on Aug 22nd (which were additional to the Wraysbury 
count), 2,000 on Aug 26th. 

Dartford Marsh, 200 on June 19th. Hall Place Gardens, 195 on June 14th, 138 on 
July 4th. 

Beddington SF, 100 flew W on-Jan 8th. Holmethorpe SP, 300 on Sept 2nd, 100 
on Dec Ist. Island Barn Res, 114 on Aug 28th, 236 on Dec 3rd. Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, 163 on Sept 18th, 596 on Oct 21st, 317 on Nov 5th and 188 on 12th. 
Thorpe Water Park, 111 on Nov 12th. Inner London: Bankside PS, present from 
July until December, with peak counts of 44 on July 19th, up to 48 in August, 40 
on Nov 29th, 50 on Dec 12th. Hyde Park, seven on May 24th was the highest 
count. Lambeth Bridge, 15 on June 21st was the highest count. Southbank, peaks 
of 17 in March and May and 15 in December. Tower Bridge, one pair nesting on 
a barge on May 23rd, but the barge had gone when the observer returned on June 
22nd. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Status: common; most regular in winter; breeds in central London in small numbers. 


Like the previous species only one pair bred this year, following on from the 
record 17 pairs in 1994. This is only the second instance of breeding success 
outside the Inner London zone. The table below tabulates the number of successful 
breeding pairs in London in the last 11 years. The only counts to exceed 500 were 
900 at Holmethorpe and 1,300 at Tilehouse - both in December. All peak monthly 
counts over 100 (or highest county counts where these were lower) as well as 
details of breeding birds are given. 


Year 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 1985 
No. of pairs l ik 4 - - 5 2 | | - - 


Beckton, one pair probably bred raising three young on disused factory buildings. 
Rainham GP, 200 on Mar 26th. Rainham Marsh, 250 on Jan Ist, Feb 11th, 310 on 
Nov 25th, 500 on Dec 16th. 

Hoddesdon, 210 in a pre-roost gathering on Dec 23rd. Rye Meads, 100 on Jan 
26th and Jan 31st. 

Staines Res, 50 on May 3rd. Stoke Newington Res, 58 on Dec 29th. /nner London: 
No information was received on breeding birds. The only records were: Hyde 
Park, 12 on Feb 20th. Regent’s Park, 30 on Dec 10th. St James’s Park, 16 on Apr 
24th. 

Tilehouse GP, 1,300 on Dec 31st. 

Dartford Marsh, 50 on Jan 22nd. The next highest count was 40 at Charlton where 
birds were seen regularly throughout the year. 

Beddington SF, 100 flew W on Jan 8th and 15th. Holmethorpe SP, 900 on Dec Ist. 
Limpsfield Chart, 330 flew SE on Feb 13th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 470 on Mar 
17th and 145 on 14th. Inner London: widely reported throughout the area, the 
highest counts were: 12 at Bankside Reach on Dec 19th and 17 at Southbank on 
May 9th. 
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0592.02 Yellow-legged Herring Gull Larus argentatus michahellis/cachinnans 
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Status: scarce migrant, commonest in autumn especially along the Lower Thames. 


Although the Lower Thames in east London remains the stronghold for 
this continental migrant, numbers are becoming more evenly balanced 
across London; totals were significantly lower this year with few counts 
from Aveley (60 in August 1994) and none from West Thurrock (42 in 
September 1994) probably reflecting lack of habitat. August remains far and 
away the best month, with lesser peaks in July and September. The largest 
count was 50 at Rainham Marsh, but apart from 27 and 15 on Wraysbury 
Res in August and September, respectively, and 16 at nearby Horton Fields in 
August no other site recorded double figures. The counts at the latter two sites 
are easily the largest counts in London away from the River Thames and 
reflect availability of suitable ‘loafing’ habitat at that time of year. All records are 
given in the table below in the form of monthly peak counts at each site, but 
summarised for those sites with only records of single birds; all Inner London 
records are given. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov UDec 
Aveley Landfill 2 - - - - l - - 20 10 - - 
Barking Bay - - Z - - - 
Beckton - - - 
Berwick Ponds - : 
Nazeing GP 2 ] - 
Rainham Marsh 3 2 ] l 2 10 
Romford - - - 
West Thurrock = 
Wm Girling Res ] - - - - - 
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Hampstead Heath 
King George VI Res 
Wraysbury Res : - - - - - 
Horton Fields - - = = = - = 
Queen Mother Res - - 2 - - - - 
Charlton - - 
Dartford Marsh 2 ] 
Erith Reach - 2 - - - 
Hall Place Gardens - - 
Swanscombe Marsh - - - - - 1 
Thamesmead - 
Barn Elms Res 3 
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Middx /nner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Feb 27th, Oct 2nd and 18th. 
Surrey Jnner London: River Thames at Bankside Reach, singles on Aug 24th, Nov 


Bucks 


Ist and Dec 19th. River Thames at Wandsworth, an adult from Jan 6th to 
Feb 11th, a second-winter on Feb 11th and a third-winter from Jan 6th to 
Feb 28th. 


1994 Additional Records 
Queen Mother Res, one on July 30th, three on 31st, two on Aug 4th and one on 
Sept 3rd. 
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Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
Status: scarce late winter and early spring visitor. 


Rainham Marsh, a first-winter bird from Jan 28th to Feb 4th (MKD,SRP). 
Amwell GP, an adult on Dec 26th (BR). 
Dartford Marsh Pig Farm, a first-winter bird on Jan 21st and 22nd (CG,RHN,BEW). 


Three records this year, although probably only two birds were involved, is a near 
average total. All records fell within the recognised peak period from late December 
to April. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
Status: scarce winter visitor; more regular in cold weather. 


Nazeing GP, a first-winter bird on Jan 1 1th (SC) and the same bird at Wm Girling 
Res on Jan 29th (SC). Ponders End Lake, a first-winter bird on Mar 7th (PJV et 
al). 

Amwell GP, a first-winter bird on Jan 29th (GJW). Rye Meads, a first-winter bird 
on Jan 8th (GJW). 

Queen Elizabeth II Res, a first-winter bird roosted on Jan 7th (DMH). 


It seems likely that all the Lea Valley sightings involved just one bird. Four records 
of two birds remains below average (although better than the single record of 
1994) and just about keeps up with Iceland Gull, which has been outnumbering it 
in recent years. The single record in 1994 was the poorest annual total since the 
last completely blank year in 1983. With annual average totals of 14 between 
1985-88 and four between 1989-93 this northern gull remains on a distinct 


_downturn. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 


Status: fairly common winter visitor in small numbers, less common at other 
seasons. 


The highest count this year was 210 at Nazeing following on from the peak count 
of 500 at the Nazeing roost in 1994, which was the largest London count since 
totals of 500+ at Queen Elizabeth II Res in 1989 and 650 at Wraysbury Res in 
1983. Breeding totals around the coast of Britain have declined by about 10% 
over the last 20 years -interestingly there were five counts of more than 500 birds 
in 1980, since when two winter roost censuses have failed to produce anything to 
equal it. All counts of ten or more and all Inner London records are given. 


Nazeing GP, 210 on Jan 12th and 175 on 20th. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Mar 4th, 
69 on on Dec 9th and 100 on Dec 23rd. 

Amwell GP, 32 on Dec Sth and 18 on 31st. Rye Meads, 100 on Jan 26th and 3 Ist, 
30 on Feb 4th. 

Broadwater GP, 150 roosting on Dec 29th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 15 on 
Jan 14th, four on Feb 6th, three on Dec 29th. 

Tilehouse GP, 16 on Jan 30th. 

Crayford Marsh, 20 on Feb 22nd, 19 on Mar 7th. Dartford Marsh, 74 on Jan 7th, 
29 on 24th, ten on Sept 15th, 27 on Nov 29th. Erith Reach, 21 on Jan 24th. 
Thamesmead, 53 on Jan 24th, 18 on Mar 7th. 
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Beddington SF, 25 flew over on Jan 8th and 35 on 15th. Holmethorpe SP, 60 on 
Dec 31st. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 40 on Oct 22nd, 52 on Nov 5th. Thorpe Water 
Park, 31 on Jan 15th. Walton Res, 113 on Jan 13th, 122 on 24th, 62 on Feb 10th 
and Nov 26th, 80 on Dec 7th, 56 on 20th /nner London: Bankside Reach, three 
on Mar 29th, two on Apr 4th then up to two in June and up to three between 
August and the end of the year. Hyde Park, one on Jan 25th. River Thames at 
Lambeth Bridge, singles on Jan 14th, four on Feb 6th, three on Oct 29th. 


Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 


Status: regular, but scarce, passage migrant and winter visitor, occasionally in 
large flocks. 


With 34 records of 91 birds it was a better than average year - as was the case in 
1994 there were records in every month of the year. The largest flock was one of 
4] over Dartford Marsh on Jan 30th. All adults unless stated. 


Beckton, nine on May 11th (PJV), one on June 11th (PJV) and two or three on 
Sept 18th (PS,PJV). Rainham Marsh, one on Oct 14th (MKD). 

Coursers Lane Fields, a first-winter bird from Jan 29th to Feb 26th (SHM ez a/) 
was also seen roosting at Hilfield Park Res on Feb 4th, 18th and 25th (GSE) and 
at Tyttenhanger GP, on Feb 19th (JHT). Hilfield Park Res, a first-winter roosting 
on Oct 28th and Nov Ist (BAC,GSE,JFe,SHM). 

Brent Res, singles on May 20th (JPC) and July Ist (ASMS). King George VI Res, 
one on Feb 10th (CL). Staines Res, seven on Mar 18th (CL), one on Apr 4th 
(MH), four (including one immature) on May 14th (DJM). Jnner London: Regent’s 
Park, four on June 24th (ARD,DJ). 

Queen Mother Res, four on May 14th (CDRH) were probably different from the 
Staines birds; an immature on Aug 28th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Jan 13th (BEW) and 41 (including two immatures) flew 
W at 13.15 hrs on Jan 30th (BEW). Thamesmead, an immature on Aug 2nd (NRW). 
Barn Elms Res, three (including two immatures) on Dec 2nd (NPS). Beddington 
SF, a one flew W on Sept 2nd (BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, first-summer 
birds on Mar 27th (DMH), one on Nov 24th (DMH). Richmond Park, one found 
dead on Nov 4th at Pen Ponds (BAM). /nner London: Bankside Reach, one 
on June 29th (DL). Surrey Docks, an immature present from Aug Sth to 12th 
(PTW). 


1994 Additional Records 

King George V Res, one on Mar 28th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on May 27th, a juvenile on Aug 10th and one on Dec 3rd 
(JAS). 


= 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 


Status: uncommon passage migrant, mainly from April to September; often in 
flocks. 


Another good year with 44 records of about 110 birds (35 records of 100 birds in 
the autumn), although there was probably some duplication of sightings along the 
Lower Thames in September. The first record of the year was of two birds at Barn 
Elms Res on Apr 2nd and the last, also of two birds was at Staines Res on Oct 
15th. All records are given. As was the case in 1994 autumn records greatly 
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outnumbered spring ones. The largest counts were of ten at Beckton and Rainham 
on Sept 17th. All records are given. 


Beckton, ten on Sept 17th (PJV), four on 19th (PS). Rainham Marsh, three on 
Sept 2nd, one on 9th, ten on 17th (same as Beckton) (MKD,SRP), eight on 19th, 
one on 20th (PS). Walthamstow Res, two flew W on Aug 28th (DL), one flew S on 
Sept 10th and two flew S on Oct 15th (PL). 

Rye Meads, three flew N on Sept 18th at 07.00 hrs (RMRG). 

King George VI Res, four on Sept 19th (DJM), two on Oct 9th (AVM), four on 
Oct 10th (CL). Staines Res, one flew E at 11.40 hrs on Apr 28th (CL,KLP), four 
on Oct 10th (same as King George VI), two on Oct 15th (APG). Wraysbury Res, 
one on Sept 17th (PN), four on Sept 18th (AVM). /nner London: Regent’s Park, 
one flew SE on June 23rd (RG). 

Charlton, two flew upriver on Aug 28th, two on Sept 21st and three on Oct 8th 
(DM). Dartford Marsh, three on July 24th (DW), two on Sept 16th (AJM) and 
18th (BEW). Littlebrook PS, one on July 26th (AJM). Swanscombe Marsh, one 
on Apr 30th (PB,DM), one on Sept 9th (BEW). Thamesmead, one flew W on Apr 
27th, three flew E on July 31st, six flew E on Sept 19th, three flew E on Oct 9th 
(NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, two flew SE on Apr 2nd (NPS). Beddington SF, one on Apr 24th, 
May 17th, three on Sept 2nd, one on Sept 8th, six flew W on Sept 9th and one flew 
S on 19th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 22nd (SWG,PK). Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, one on May 1 8th, two on Aug 24th and two on Sept 19th (one of which was 
also seen on Walton Res) (DMH). South Norwood CP, one flew NE on Apr 22nd 
(JBd). Walton Res, one on Sept 19th (DMH). /nner London: Battersea Park, three 
on the River Thames on Sept Ist (BM). 


1994 Additional Record 
King George V Res, two flew S on Aug 23rd (RMC). 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 


Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant, increasing rapidly as a 
breeding species. 


The number of pairs breeding increased yet again with a minimum of 187 pairs 
(up from 170 in 1994. and 145 in 1993), 168 of which reared a minimum total of 
133 young (204 from 139 in 1994 and 137 from 90 in 1993). Very much a case of 
mixed fortunes this year, with the productivity per pair being as low as it has ever 
been - normally it is around 1.5 young per pair. Despite this the overall trend 
remains upwards; although the likely predation of the Stocker’s Lake young by 
mink represents a worrying threat. All breeding records are given below; passage 
records are summarised under 0615/0616. 


Dagenham Chase, one pair bred rearing three young. Nazeing GP, bred, but totals 
not known. Paynes Lane GP, one pair present, but did not breed. Walthamstow 
Res, 12 pairs bred, but success not known. Weald Park, one pair summered. 
Amwell GP, no information on breeding (9 pairs bred in 1994). Broxbourne GP, 
one pair hatched three young, but none survived. Cheshunt GP, six pairs bred. Rye 
Meads, 38 pairs bred rearing at least 36 young. Stocker’s Lake, 11 pairs hatched 
22 young, but only one chick was reared; almost certainly all were lost to mink. 
Tyttenhanger GP, one pair present, did not breed. 
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Blackwall Basin, one pair bred reared one young. Brent Res, 12 pairs bred rearing 
26 young. East India Dock, two pairs bred rearing three young. Hampstead Heath, 
one pair bred and reared one young. Millwall Docks, one pair attempted to breed, 
but was not successful. Ponders End Lake, five pairs bred rearing 12 young. Staines 
Res, 75 pairs bred rearing a minimum of 27 young; many young were lost probably 
due to cold weather in the first few weeks of June. Wood Green Res, one pair 
present in May. 

Thamesmead, two pairs bred on a raft rearing one young. 

Barn Elms Res, two pairs bred rearing three young. Lonsdale Road Res, five pairs 
reared three young. Queen Elizabeth II Res, up to 12 pairs bred reared 16 young. 


0615/0616 Common/Arctic Tern 


There were several notable waves of passage during April with 51 birds on 23rd, 
48 on 25th, culminating with 220 on 29th (including 160 at Staines - easily the 
largest flock of the year), with a further arrival of 145 birds on 30th. Autumn 
passage was generally disappointing. Passage records of Common Terns are 
summarised her, together with unspecified observations of Common/Arctic Terns. 


April: Four birds at Staines Res and one at Fishers Green on 6th were the first 
arrivals of the year, followed by three at Cheshunt GP, two at King George VI Res 
and three at Staines on 8th. No more clear arrivals took place until 16th when 
there were 14 at Staines, followed by ten at Walthamstow Res on 18th. Totals 
gradually increased at Staines with 17 on 23rd (when there were 30 at King George 
V Res), 32 on 25th (when there were 16 at Hilfield Park Res) and 40 on 27th. A 
clear surge occurred on 29th with 15 at Island Barn Res and 15 at Rainham Marsh 
and a huge total of 160 at Staines in the late evening. Further waves past through 
on 30th with 21 at Hilfield, 20 at Island Barn and 32 at Queen Mother Res. 


May: As was the case in previous years there was little clear evidence of further 
arrivals with the peak counts being 60 on 9th and 100 on 28th at Staines, both of 
which probably related to breeding birds; although a flock of 64 birds at Nazeing 
GP on 18th may have concerned through migrants. 


August: A very disappointing month for passage birds with no clear evidence of 
any movement through the region. Counts of 28 and 35 on at Rye Meads on 4th 
and 10th and 27 at Hall Marsh on 8th probably concerned locally reared birds and 
55 at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 13th were similarly tainted. The only count away 
frony known breeding areas was 20 at Thamesmead on 9th and 28th. 


September: Apart from 30 at Nazeing GP on 2nd all the peak counts this month 
came from along the Thames with 30 at Crossness on 2nd, 70 at Beckton and 60 
at Rainham (both 17th) and 27 at Dartford Marsh on 20th, with seven remaining 
the next day. The only sighting after that date was one at Walton Res on 29th. 


October: There were only two records during the month. A gathering of 38 on the 
River Thames at Charlton on 8th was quite surprising given the lack of sightings 
during the previous two weeks and the final sighting of the year was of one in 
Regent’s Park on 12th. 


Middx Inner London: Little Venice, one on June 12th. Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 


22nd, 29th, June 4th, two on 15th, one on July 13th, two on 18th and singles on 
19th and Oct 12th. 
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Surrey Inner London: Bankside Reach, two on June 28th and July 13th. Battersea Park, 
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one on July 28th, two on 29th and singles on Aug Ist and 7th. Southbank, SE1, 
one on July 27th. Surrey Docks, two observed food passing at Greenland Dock on 
May 11th and one bird was seen daily in June and July. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
Status: regular spring and autumn passage migrant, occasionally in large flocks. 


An excellent spring passage this year with a total of 271 birds moving through. 
The first bird of the year arrived at Staines Res on Apr 17th followed by another 
on 19th. A marked influx of 126 birds occurred on Apr 24th with 28 at Beddington 
SE, 37 at Fishers Green, 36 at King George V Res and 25 at Nazeing; 11 more 
were at King George V on 26th and | 1 at Staines on 27th. Another arrival followed 
on 28th with 25 at King George V and then again on 29th with 25 at Queen Elizabeth 
II Res and Walton Res. The first returning bird of the autumn was over Battersea 
Park on July 28th followed by another at King George VI Res on Aug 5th, 
but the remainder of the autumn was disappointing with the best count 
being three at Fishers Green on Aug 13th. The last bird of the year was at 
King George VI on Sept 24th. Overall the best year since 1991 with 321 bird/ 
days, although the autumn total of 50 bird/days was unexceptional. All records 
are given. 


Barking Bay, two on Sept 8th (KB). Beckton, one on Sept 15th, two on 17th 
(DMI/,PJV). Fishers Green, 37 on Apr 24th, two on 25th, four on 28th, one on May 
Sth, three on Aug 12th and 13th (SC,WR). King George V Res, 36 on Apr 24th, 
11 on 26th, 25 on 28th, two on May 9th, two on Sept 4th, one on 9th and 17th 
(SC,AM,KM,PJV). Nazeing GP, 25 on Apr 24th, two on 28th, one on May 18th, 
Sept 2nd, 6th and 9th (SC,WR,PJV). Rainham Marsh, five on Apr 29th, one on 
Sept 9th, 16th and two on 17th (MKD,SRP). Walthamstow Res, singles on Apr 
22nd and 30th (PL). Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 27th, two on Sept 2nd (PJV). 
Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 25th, five on 26th, two on 30th (GSE). 

Brent Res, one on Aug 9th (ASMS). Broadwater GP, one on Apr 26th (IGJ). King 
George VI Res, singles on May 14th, 28th, Aug 5th, Sept 6th, 7th, two on 19th, 
singles on 21st, 23rd and 24th (CL,PN et a/). Queen Mary Res, three on Apr 28th 
(CL). Staines Res, one on Apr 17th and 19th, 11 on 27th, one on 28th, two on 
29th, May Sth, one on 11th, three on 12th, one on Sept 16th (FRC,CL,PN et al). 
Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 8th, 9th, two on 16th (FRC,CL,PN,AVM). 

Queen Mother Res, six on Apr 30th (CDRH,JAS), two on May 3rd, seven on May 
17th, one from Aug 11th to 13th (JAS). 

Charlton, one on Sept 13th (DM). Chipstead Lake, two on Apr 27th (TRS). 
Littlebrook PS, one on Sept 20th (AJM). Thamesmead, one on Aug 9th (NRW). 
Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 27th, three on 30th, six on May 17th and one on Sept 
17th (BEBG). Beddington SF, 28 on Apr 24th (BBR). Island Barn Res, one on 
Apr 28th and 29th (ML,SJS). Queen Elizabeth II Res, 25 on Apr 29th (also seen 
at Walton Res), one on Sept 17th (DMH,SJS). Walton Res, 25 on Apr 29th, singles 
on May 27th, Aug 1 1th, Sept 2nd (DMH,SJS,HV). /nner London: Battersea Park, 
one on July 28th (BM). 


1994 Additional Record 
King George V Res, two on May 21st (DL). 
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Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
Status: scarce but annual passage migrant. 


A slightly better than average year with 13 records of 24 birds with a typicallly 
random scattering of dates spread over five months. The table below documents 
all birds and records for the last 12 years. All records are given. 


Year Nays SEDAN TUR LTE TOMI EN TOT Woh) Hors, NCI Soto) US I a es) 
Records 13 12 7 16 18 14 9 y) 10 13 14 2) 1] 
Birds 24 24 12 45 28 3)7/ 11 14 43 18 29 19 17 


King George V Res, three flew N on Apr 24th, six flew N on Apr 28th, one on 
May Ist (PJV). Nazeing GP, one on May 4th (WR). 

Hampstead Heath, one on July 6th was only the third record for the site (MB/). 
Staines Res, singles on Apr 28th (CL) and May 18th (DJM). 

Queen Mother Res, two on Apr 30th and one on Aug 9th (CDRH,JAS). 
Charlton, River Thames, four on June 15th (DM). 

Barn Elms Res, one on May 4th (BEBG). Beddington SE, one flew S on Sept 19th 
(BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on May 25th (DMH). 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 


Status: regular, often common, spring and autumn passage migrant, occasional in 
summer. 


A rather lacklustre year, both in spring and autumn, with an overall total of 219 
bird/days. overall there were 152 birds at 25 sites (813 at 27 in 1994). The table 
below shows the bird/day distribution by month and county. 


Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Totals 

Essex 9 9 - 2 3 24 - 47 
Herts 2 8 - - - - - 10 
Middx 12 76 - l 13 Ibs) - 117 
Bucks l 2 - - - 2 - 5 
Kent - - - - 6 11 - tel 
Surrey ] 10 . - - 2 10 - 28 
2a els - 3 24 62 - 219 


April: The first bird of the year was at Staines Res on 25th, followed by another 
on 27th and then a small arrival on 28th with five at Nazeing GP and Staines and 
two at King George V with a smaller movement of seven widely scattered birds on 
30th. 


May: Sightings of one or two birds continued for the first few days with the peak 
being five at Staines on 2nd, three at Island Barn and Hilfield Park reservoirs on 
3rd followed by a flock of 18 at Staines on 6th which dispersed by 8th to be 
followed by another group of 18 on 9th (somewhat surprisingly the largest flocks 
of the year). Staines mustered a further seven on 18th and five on 23rd, but no 
other site had more than two birds in what amounted to a disappointing passage. 
The last of the spring were two at Barn Elms Res on 27th. 


July: With no records in June the first birds of the autumn were singles at Brent 
Res on 11th, Wm Girling Res on 17th and 26th. 


August: A slow trickle of migrants began with singles at Fishers Green on 12th 
and Thamesmead on 14th and then four at Staines on 19th (along with a White- 
winged Black Tern). Probably the same four were at Wraysbury Res on 20th with 
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two at Queen Elizabeth II Res. The only other fresh arrivals during the month was 
one at King George V on 23rd and five at the Littlebrook PS outfall on 26th. 


September: A rather dismal autumn passage continued with two birds at King 
George V on 3rd, one at King George VI on 6th, two at Beddington SF and one at 
Holmethorpe SP, both on 7th, singles on the Thames at Barking, Battersea Park 
on 8th. A small arrival occurred on 9th with three at King George V, two each at 
Queen Mary and Queen Mother and one at Island Barn. Another was at Nazeing 
GP on 10th and three more at Staines on 12th. A group of ten birds that was on the 
Thames at Thamesmead on 15th was the largest flock of the autumn. Barn Elms 
received two more birds on 16th with another at King George VI and three flew 
upriver past Rainham on 17th. The final movement of the year took place on 19th 
with three at Beckton and the last bird of the year was on King George VI on 23rd. 
During this period one bird was resident on Wraysbury Res from Aug 20th to Sept 
19th. 


Inner London: River Thames at Chelsea Reach, Battersea Park, one on Sept 8th 
(BM). 


White-winged Black Tern 
Status: rare vagrant. 
Staines Res, a juvenile on Aug 19th (BMz et ai). 


The 26th London record; a superb individual that allowed exceptional views in 
brilliant sunlight during the afternoon and evening; sadly it had gone the next day, 
although the four Black Terns that accompanied it moved to Wraysbury Res on 
20th. Of the 26 records only three have been in spring. Accepted by the British 
Birds Rarities Committee. 


Little Auk Alle alle 
Status: scarce late autumn visitor, rare in winter. 


Borehamwood, one found exhausted on Oct 31st was taken into care (MDR). 
Hilfield Park Res, two on Nov 2nd (SHM), one of which flew N at dusk and the 
other remaining until Nov 2nd. St Albans, one found exhausted on Oct 31st was 
taken into care and released in Norfolk on Dec 25th (PW/). 

Queen Mother Res, one from Nov 2nd to 3rd (CDRH,JAS) was aged as a first- 
winter bird based on the extent of the pale collar - see photograph opposite page 
64. 


Ata time when vast flocks of this Starling-sized auk were flooding along the east 
coast of Britain five birds found their way into London - the best year ever; 
remarkably they all arrived during a three-day period. The first records since 1993, 
although there have been sightings 1n all but three of the last 13 years. 


Feral Rock Dove ~ Columba livia 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


It continues to be a widespread resident of the London Area with large populations 
established in some areas. It appears to be expanding in some parts with increases 
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in breeding populations reported from Romford town centre and Holmethorpe SP. 
The largest flocks outside central London were: 1,000 at Collier Row on Sept Ist, 
300 at Hainault Forest on Aug 28th, rising to 500 in September, 200 in Romford 
town centre all year, 250 at Rainham Marsh on Sept 30th, up to 155 at Ruxley GP 
on May 20th, 500 at Vicarage Farm, Enfield in late September, and 200+ at 
Holmethorpe SP during September. It was widely reported from central London 
with for example the flock in Kensington Gardens/Royal Albert Hall area peaking 
at 200-300 for much of August and September. More reports of Inner London 
flocks would be welcomed. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Status: breeding resident and passage migrant. 


It was reported from over 60 sites during the breeding season, a slight increase on 
last year. At Hainault Forest there was a slight increase from seven to eight 
territories, while at nearby Dagnam and Weald Parks the populations remained 
stable for the second successive year. Other healthy population reports included: 
Black Park - several pairs, Havering CP, four or five pairs - increasing, Bricket 
Wood/Common, eight pairs, Hampstead Heath, 15 pairs - a slight decline from 20 
pairs in 1994, Holmethorpe SP, four pairs bred and Rainham Marsh where only 
three pairs were located - a continued decline over the past three years since the 
cessation of grazing. Outside the breeding season the largest flocks were 120 
roosting in the Cormorant trees at Fishers Green on Oct 22nd, 350 flew S over the 
River Thames at Charlton on Nov 27th and 200 roosting at Broadwater GP on Jan 
28th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Kensington Gardens, at least one pair present in the breeding season. 
Regent’s Park, up to seven in May and two or three pairs throughout the year, 
probably bred. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
Status: abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Numbers during the first winter period were unexceptional with no large flocks 
reported. Reports of breeding came from widely scattered sites including 25 pairs 
at Hainault Forest and 12 pairs at Rainham Marsh (unchanged from last year). 
More reports of large breeding concentrations would be welcomed, together with 
comments on status. 


As in most recent autumns there was a major influx extending from mid-October 
until November with a peak in the first two weeks of November. Movements of 
several hundred birds were noted over Hampstead Heath on several dates from 
mid-September onwards with peaks of 3,000 in mid-October, 5,000 in late October, 
2,000 on Nov 6th and 3,000 on Nov 18th. Other large scale movements in November 
included 5,500 over Holmethorpe SP on the 6th with 4,500 there on the 15th, | 
3,000 SW over Richmond Park on the 1 8th and 2,000 two days later, and 2,800 S 
at Queen Mother Res on the Sth with 5,500 S there on the 12th. Several other 
localities recorded similar four figure flocks flying S or SW at this time, a movement 
which continued until late in the month. Subsequent winter flocks included 2,000 
roosting in Richmond Park on Dec 20th and up to 1,000 on Hampstead Heath in 
early December. 


Middx 


Surrey 


0684 


Middx 


0687 


Middx 


0712 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1995 93 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, 2,000 on Oct 6th, 300 on Oct 30th, 500 on Nov 13th 
rising to 600 on Nov 17th. Royal Parks, common breeding bird. 
Inner London: Bankside PS, two resident pairs. Southbank SE1, five resident pairs. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Status: common breeding resident. 


As in most recent years, numbers remained relatively stable and there were few 
reports of any major changes in status. It can be locally common in suburban and 
some rural parts of the London Area and is now extending its range into densely 
built up areas. For example, it is still increasing in the Hampstead Heath area 
where only two years ago it was very scarce and local. Strongholds continue to be 
in suburban and rural parts of the London Area with 12-14 pairs in the Collier 
Row area (12 pairs last year), 15-20 pairs in the Havering Village/Havering CP 
(unchanged from 1994) and several pairs in the Wykeham Green area of Dagenham. 
Other breeding season reports included four pairs at Hainault Forest, four territories 
at Ashtead Common CBC (5 in 1994) and five pairs at both Rainham Marsh and 
Dartford Marsh. Outside the breeding season the largest flocks were reported 
from George Green (B), 160 on Oct 3rd; Oxted, 150 at Perrysfield Farm on Oct 
28th; Pymmes Park, Edmonton 160 on Dec 17th and 135 on Dec 20th. 


Inner London: Cheapside, EC2, one on May Ist. Kensington Gardens, one on Apr 
23rd. Regent’s Park, one or two on several dates throughout the year. Southbank, 
SE1, two flew SW on Oct Sth. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Status: localised breeding summer resident and passage migrant. 


One at Brent Res on Apr | 8th was the first of the year and was followed by a small 
scattering of arrivals in the last week of the month and during the first week of 
May. As noted in most recent springs, passage was very light with no movements 
of any size reported. For the second successive year breeding numbers were below 
average in many areas; only in parts of rural London were numbers anywhere near 
normal. The largest breeding concentrations were three pairs at both Rye House 
Marsh and Rainham Marsh, four pairs at Hainault Forest, four to five pairs at 
Hornchurch CP, six pairs at Berwick Ponds and eight pairs at Rye Meads . Few 
birds were reported on autumn passage with by far the largest count being 17 at 
Rye Meads on Aug 23rd. Most had departed by mid-September but the last bird of 
the year was a rather timid individual photographed at Surbiton on Oct 29th. 
There were two Inner London records as follows: 


Inner London: Regent’s Park singles on May 6th and 14th (ARD,DJ). 


Ring-necked Parakeet : Psittacula krameri 
Status: feral breeding resident, increasing. 


The marked increase in the population of the London Area noted in recent years 
has probably stabilised at about 1,500 birds, perhaps indicating a breeding 
population of about 700 pairs, although as usual relatively few breeding reports 
were received. It was reported from over 60 sites during the year with new record 
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roost counts for the second year running being made in Surrey. This roost, which 
uses poplar trees at Elmbridge Leisure Centre peaked at a massive 770 birds in 
December (following the previous record of 697 birds set in December 1994) and 
is probably the largest concentration yet recorded in Britain. Elsewhere the London 
population is mainly concentrated in the SW and SE of the area with very few 
records coming from Herts and Essex. The estimated peak numbers for each county 
are given below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
9 ep. 


1995 2 251 83 69 1185 
1994 10+ 2 520 80 310 840 
1993 ] ] 280 170 159 50 


Flocks exceeding 50 birds, breeding records and all records from Essex, Herts, 
and Inner London are given. The data for Surrey must be regarded as a minima as 
there was much interchange between pre-roost sites and the Elmbridge Leisure 
Centre roost. 


Romford one from late in 1994 remained in observer’s garden throughout January. 
No reports received from the Woodford breeding colony this year. 

Bedmond, single on July 11th and 12th. Stocker’s Lake one from Sept 18th 1994 
remained until May 3rd and again from Sept 28th to Nov 19th. 

Present at 20 sites. Bred or probably bred at Bushey Park (5-7 pairs) and Syon 
Park. Shepperton, 60 on Aug 20th. /nner London: Regent’s Park, one on Aug 12th 
(ARD,DJ). 

Present at five sites. Wraysbury GP, 70 on Nov 25th with smaller double figure 
counts on many other dates during the year. 

Present at eight sites. Highest count was 40 at Foots Cray Meadows on July 2nd: 
no counts were received from the large roost at Hither Green Cemetery which 
held up to 200 in November 1994. 

Bred at Hersham, Lonsdale Road Res, Reigate Priory, Richmond Park (at least 
three pairs) and Thorpe Park. Elmbridge Leisure Centre, the large numbers recorded 
in late 1994 continued into 1995. Largest counts included 690 on Jan Ist, 692 on 
Jan 14th, 687 on Jan 23rd, 494 on Feb Sth, 451 on the 26th, 500 on Mar 10th and 
400 on Mar.3 Ist. In the second half of the year there were 100 on the June 6th and 
200 on 14th, 170 on Aug Ist, 183 on Sept 24th, 200 on Sept 29th, 400 on Oct 3 Ist, 
565 on Dec Sth rising to a massive 770 on Dec 27th. Pre-roost gatherings, 
presumably for the Elmbridge roost, were noted at Molesey, 103 on Oct 21st and 
Walton-on-Thames, 226 E on Sept 29th and 132 Oct 5th. Elsewhere counts of 50 
or more came from Richmond Park with 50 on Oct 25th and Reigate Priory with 
69 on July 17th. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 


Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird was at Colney Heath on Apr 9th and was followed by a scattering of 
individuals from Apr 11th onwards. Most areas recorded their first arrival during ~ 
the period Apr 20th to May Ist but passage continued well into May. 


It was widely reported during the breeding season across the London Area with 
few reports of any change in status. A further slight increase was reported from 
Rainham Marsh with up to six males and two to three females present but it was 
still considered scarce in the Limpsfield area. Three or more males were also 
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reported from Berwick Ponds (5), Hainault Forest (4), Dartford Marsh (4), Brent 
Res (4), Rickmansworth (3), Wraysbury GP (6) and Rye Meads (6). An interesting 
report concerns up to two males and a female apparently holding territory 
throughout the summer in suburban gardens at Collier Row. 


Most birds had gone by the end of August with a few September records at 
Beddington on the 2nd, Dagenham Corridor on 15th, Hampstead Heath on the 
20th with the last at Woldingham on the 23rd. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 29th, June 3rd and July 3rd (ARD). 
Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on Apr 11th and June 19th (BM). 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 


Status: rare breeding resident. 
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It remains a scarce and probably declining resident in the London Area with its 
strongholds in parts of Essex. It was recorded from 21 sites - a similar position to 
last year. The improvement noted in Surrey from 1992-94 was maintained and 
more reports were received from Middlesex. It still remains under-recorded from 
elsewhere in Essex - including the Bulphan Fen/North Ockendon area which held 
breeding pairs in recent years. There was a welcome increase in the number of 
reports from Kent - a former stronghold for the species in the London Area. All 
sightings and reports of absence would be welcomed. All records are given but 
summarised for sensitive sites. 


Brentwood, one on Oct 29th. Havering CP, one resident pair. Rainham Marsh, 
least two pairs on the marsh with another at nearby Rainham Village. Walthamstow 
Res, one found dead on July 8th. Wennington, one pair present. 

Amwell GP, one in February and again on May 6th and 7th - captive bred and 
colour ringed. Barnet, one on June 29th. Rye Meads, one on Aug 25th. Stanstead 
Abbotts GP, one on Jan 3rd and one found dead by the road on June 20th. 
Hounslow Heath, one found dead on Apr Ist. South Ruislip, one during January 
and February and again on June Ist. 

Bexley Hospital, one during January - nest site used by Kestrels in 1995. River 
Thames at Charlton, a bird roosting from Mar 12th to Apr 19th. Dartford Marsh, 
singles on Feb 18th and 25th. Dartford Marsh Pig Farm, one on Dec 27th. 
Swanscombe Marsh, one on July 22nd. 

Beddington SF, one on Jan Ist was first seen on Dec 31st 1994; the same or 
another bird was found dead in a nearby garage on Jan 14th bearing a non-BTO 
ring - possibly an escaped captive bred bird. Cheam, one seen regularly from July 
27th to Oct Ist. Ewell, one on Sept 17th. Park Farm, Chessington, one seen regularly 
all year. Redhill, one on Feb 21st. Sidlow Bridge, Woodhatch, one on May 4th at 
a possible breeding site. © 
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Little Owl Athene noctua 
Status: localised breeding resident. 


It was reported from about 40 sites, a reduction on last year due in most part to 
variable recording, rather than to any real decline. It is thinly scattered throughout 
the London Area but only four or five sites were occupied in Essex and it has 
apparently gone from some former localities in this sector. In Kent one at Chipstead 
Lake on Aug 14th was the first there for nine years, but at Holmethorpe there was 
a decline to only one pair this year from three in 1993. Breeding counts mainly 
concerned only one or two pairs. Larger counts included Hainault Forest, three 
pairs on surrounding farmland, Weald Park, three pairs (5 pairs in 1994), Osterley 
Park, four pairs, Bushy Park five to seven nests, Beddington SE, six in March 
and Richmond Park, calling from five sites in September. Pairs reported in the 
breeding season given below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1995 12 9 14 4 3 14 
1994 16 12 8 2 4 9 
1993 15 14 9+ 3 2 Sr 
1992 17 7 8+ Ile 1+ 20+ 
Tawny Owl Strix aluco 


Status: common breeding resident. 


It remains the most widespread of our owls with a range extending from inner 
suburban areas to the most rural localities. As last year the largest numbers were 
found in Middlesex and Surrey while there was continued improvement in Kent. 
However it was found at only four sites in Essex, where it must surely be woefully 
under-recorded. In suitable habitat it can be quite numerous as the largest breeding 
concentrations indicate: eight pairs at Hainault Forest (stable for the past four 
years), three pairs at Havering CP (4 in 1994), three pairs at Dagnam Park (stable 
numbers), three pairs on Hampstead Heath, three pairs at Black Park and three 
pairs at Richmond Park. In Surrey two territories were located at Nower Wood 
(none in 1994) while one at Ellice Road, Oxted in November was the first in the 
area for some years. Most other populations appear to be stable but for the second 
year running none were reported from the Collier Row, Romford and Upminster 
areas of Essex where there has been a recent decline in numbers. All reports 
of any local fluctuations would be welcomed. Inner London records are given 
below. 


Inner London: Aberdare Gardens, one on Feb 9th and 26th. Buckingham Palace, 
one on Aug. Ist. Hyde Park, one on Jan 25th was reported to be eating Feral 
Pigeons! Regents Park, three territories. 


Long-eared Owl : : Asio otus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare breeder. 


Although numbers were low at the end of 1994, there was a small influx in January 
and subsequently up to 28 birds were present at seven roosts scattered across the 
London Area. Most tended to disperse during the latter half of March, but six 
lingered well into April. 
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Two breeding season records were received: a pair possibly bred at a site in Essex 
while one was present in May and June at a locality in Herts. Given the secretive 
nature of the species it is probable that a few pairs breed in the London Area on an 
annual basis. 


Numbers at the close of the year were very low with only five or six birds present 
by the year end. Almost all were at one traditional roost site in Kent, with no 
roosts established elsewhere. It was even absent at Dagenham Chase for the first 
winter in over 16 years. All records are given below. 


One pair possibly bred at a site used in previous years. Dagenham Chase, up to 
two from January to early March. Nazeing GP, one on Apr 30th and May 
Ist.Rainham Marsh up to four in a roost in January and February. 

Rye Meads, one on May 19th and June 15th. 

Brent Res, five on Jan Ist, then four during the rest of January and three during 
February and March, with one remaining until Apr 19th; one on Dec 17th. 
Deephams SF, two or three from January to March. Hounslow Heath, one on Apr 
2nd. Ickenham, one on Dec 10th. Rammey Marsh, four in February and March, 
one or two in April with the last on the 9th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Apr 
15th. 

Dartford Marsh, up to seven in January, six in February, with the last two on Apr 
5th; at the end of the year five to six in November and four in December. 
Beddington SE, five on Jan 6th, with one to five seen at roost until Feb 26th when 
SIX Were present, seven on Mar 8th, three to five daily during early March with 
one or two present until Apr 1 0th. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in summer. 


For the second successive winter numbers were very low with only eight or nine 
birds present during the first three months of the year. Virtually all the birds were 
at one site, Rainham Marsh, where they were increasingly disturbed by 
motorcyclists, falconers and road developments. This latter threat forced most of 
the birds onto the extreme eastern end of the site. Rather unusually there was a 
sprinkling or records during May, but there were no summer records this year. 


The first returning bird in September heralded another poor winter for the species, 
with only eight or nine birds present. Once again all birds, apart from three migrants, 
were at Rainham Marsh where up to eight birds wintered. The following table 
summarises month by month the numbers reported: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Essex 7 6 6 3 2 0 2 8 8 
Others 1 3 2 1 1 1 4 1 0 
Totals 8 9 8 4 3 1 6 9 8 


All records are given but summarised for the main sites. 


Dagenham Chase, one on May 12th. Hornchurch CP, one on May Ist. Rainham 
Marsh, six or seven from January to the end of March with three remaining until 
Apr 18th and one until Apr 30th; two on Oct 6th with eight during November and 
December. 

Rye Meads, one on Feb 25th. 
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Hampstead Heath, one on Mar 10th. Northolt RAF Aerodrome, one on Feb 6th. 
Dartford Marsh, one on Oct 10th. 

Beddington SF, one flew E on Jan 15th, one from Jan 25th to Feb 4th and one from 
Mar 11th to Apr 10th; one on Nov Ist. South Norwood CP, one on May 22nd and 
23rd. Walton Res, one from Sept 12th to Oct 17th. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Status: rare breeding summer visitor and rare passage migrant. 


The continued upsurge in this species’ fortunes was well maintained with reports 
of pairs at three localities during the breeding season. For the second year at least 
one pair bred at a specially managed site in Bucks while up to six males were 
present at one site in Surrey. Elsewhere, a traditional site in Essex held birds 
during the breeding season which may herald the recolonisation of that county 
after an absence of some years. With populations increasing elsewhere in Britain 
it is worth checking other suitable and traditional sites in the London Area. All 
records are given below. 


Locality witheld, one or two present during the summer. 

Locality withheld, present in an area of restored heath from June 11th to Aug 
22nd. At least one pair bred successfully with an additional male present in the 
area. 

Joydens Wood, one heard churring for 45 minutes from 22.00 hrs on June 6th. 
The bird was not heard subsequently. 

Localities withheld, present from May 24th to June 26th. Up to four males and one 
female present in one area with a second pair which probably bred plus an additional 
male churring at a different site. Wimbledon Common, one on Aug 29th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Present during the breeding season at a former breeding site not used for nearly 
20 years. 


Swift Apus apus 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


One at Beddington SF on Apr 15th heralded an early arrival which peaked during 
the last week of April. A general arrival occurred during early May but the first 
large flocks did not occur until the 11th onwards. Three figure flocks became 
widespread by the middle of the month and numbers remained high for the rest of 
the month. Counts included 1,000 at King George V Res on the 21st, 1,000 at 
Queen Mother Res on the 28th, 1,000 at Beddington SF on the 31st and up to 
1,000 at Staines Res in early June. 


Breeding numbers appeared stable in most areas with birds being found in most 
built up areas. Small numbers continue to be reported from inner suburban and 
urban areas - Stratford for example, and it is probably distributed thinly throughout 
Inner London as a breeding species although there were no breeding reports this 
year. Large mid-summer flocks included, 2,000 at Queen Mother Res on June 
11th, 1,200 at Cranham Marsh on June 16th, 1,500 at Brent Res on July Ist and 
1,000 at Rainham Marsh on July 8th. For the second year running departure was 
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more protracted than usual with sizeable flocks being reported until the end of 
August. At least 50 were still present at Rainham Marsh on Sept 2nd and 75 
were at Vicarage Farm, Enfield on Sept 3rd. Small flocks continued to be reported 
well into September with for example up to 30 at Dartford Marsh on the 9th. A 
few lingered at scattered localities until the last week of September with the last 
at Beddington SF on Oct 2nd. 


Inner London: no breeding records were received. Present from Apr 29th to Sept 
15th with peaks of 100 at Regent’s Park (M) on Aug 8th and up to 75 at Vauxhall 
Bridge (S) in June. 


1994 Correction 
Tottenham Cemetery, one on Nov 12th and not Dec 11th as published in LBR 59. 


Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Status: breeding resident, locally common in some areas. 


Only 47 pairs were reported, representing a slight decline on the previous two 
years (60 pairs in both 1993 and 1994), probably due to variable recording than to 
any real decline. The largest fall came from Essex where only eight pairs were 
located compared with a record 22 in 1994. Part of this decrease was caused by 
disturbance at several sites, Rainham Marsh and Berwick Ponds being the most 
significant. In contrast there was a notable increase in Surrey while the Kent 
population is apparently stable. Most reports concerned single pairs, but two pairs 
were present at Darenth Lake. It was again widely reported outside the breeding 
season particularly from mid-summer onwards as post-breeding birds dispersed. 
The number of pairs in the breeding season are summarised in the following table. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1995 8 10 8 | 1] 9 
1994 22 12 8 4+ 10 Siti 
19.95 15 17 10+ 4+ 12 War 
1992 14 17 12 2-3 9 6 


Inner London: recorded for the third successive year. Battersea Park (S), singles 
on Aug 12th, Sept 29th and Oct 6th (BM). Regent’s Park (M), one on Mar 3 Ist 
(ARD). 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 





Status: common breeding resident. 


A widely distributed and increasing resident which 
was reported from well over 100 localities 
throughout the London Area. Numbers have 
stabilised after increasing totals over the last few 
years, aided in part by a succession of milder winters. 
Although there was a reduction in the number of 
sites from Essex this was probably due to variable 
recording than to any real decline. As noted last year 
it appears to be extending its range into the lower 
Lea Valley with reports from Essex Filter Beds for 
example. For the second successive year it was found 
at two Inner London sites; only six years ago Inner 
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London records were very few and barely annual. It also appears to be spreading 
along Thames-side localities with the first breeding from Rainham Marsh and a 
pair. present across the River Thames at Dartford Marsh. It was also seen with 
greater frequency in gardens in the Morden area of Surrey, where it was described 
as “as common as Great Spotted Woodpecker”. Counts of breeding pairs included: 
Berwick Ponds area, four plus pairs (as in 1994), Hainault Forest, 12 pairs (same 
as 1994), Thorndon Park four or five pairs and Hampstead Heath, three or four 
pairs bred (as in 1994). The number of localities reporting the species per county 
are given in the table and followed by all Inner London records. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
1995 She 20+ 14 2 26 22 30 
1994 30+ 20+ 1] 3 16 23 31 
1993 22 33 30 l DM 29 24 
1992 20+ 30+ 28+ - 11 22 10 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one from Jan 4th to 27th, one on Mar 6th and one 
from Dec 8th to the year end. 

Inner London: Battersea Park, one from Aug 18th to the end of the year and into 
1996. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Still our most widespread woodpecker being widely reported across the London 
Area. Many reports indicate that the recent increase 1s continuing and it is extending 
its range into more marginal and built up habitats. It remains the most numerous 
of our woodpeckers in well wooded areas as indicated by the following counts: 
Black Park, six territories, Hainault Forest, 18 pairs (still increasing with current 
population the highest on record). Havering CP, seven or eight pairs (6 in 1994), 
Berwick Ponds, four or five pairs, Essex Filter Beds, still increasing in the area, 
Bricketwood Common, |1 pairs in the area, Northhaw Great Wood, 14 pairs, 
Wormley Wood, 11 nests found, Dartford Heath, eight territories, Hampstead Heath, 
even more common this year with at least ten pairs found (10 in 1994). Dulwich, 
four pairs and Dulwich Woods, five pairs. Inner London records and the number 
of localities reporting the species per county are given below. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
lov 20 17 2 24 24 40 


Inner London: only two records received and no breeding this year. Aberdare 
Gardens, NW6 one on Jan 29th. Kensington Gardens, one or two during August. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor 
Status: common, but elusive, breeding resident. 


This remains the least common woodpecker in the London Area with reports 
from over 100 sites during the year - a reduction from 1994. This however was 
largely due to variable recording, particularly from Essex. It is widely but sparsely 
distributed across the London Area and there were no reports of any significant 
change in status. The largest number of breeding pairs were Hainault Forest, six 
(same as 1994) and Hampstead Heath, five, with two nests found (5 pairs in 
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1994) with most other breeding reports concerning one or two pairs only. Inner 
London records and the number of localities reporting the species per county 


are given below. 
Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
11 19 21 l 6 13 37 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 3rd, July 14th, Sept 11th and Oct 
19th and 31st (ARD). 


Woodlark Lullula arborea 
Status: scarce passage migrant and recently re-established rare breeder. 


For the second successive year this delightful songster was present during the 
breeding season with up to four singing males in two counties. At the Bucks site 
occupied last year, two pairs were present, although breeding was not confirmed 
in 1995. There was however a welcome return to a site in Surrey where two singing 
males were present in early May. The recent upsurge of passage birds was 
maintained with one late spring and three autumn birds reported. As noted last 
year it may well be that the species is a regular migrant across the London Area - 
particularly in autumn. All records are given. 


Coppetts Wood, one on Sept 30th (AC). Hampstead Heath, one on Nov 7th 
(PWD). Queen Mary Res, one on Sept Ist (CL). 

Locality withheld, present from Feb 4th and 18th (when 5 birds were present) to 
Aug 19th, although rather intermittently during June and July. Up to two singing 
males were present during April/May at least one of which was paired. However 
there was no definite evidence of breeding this year. 

Locality witheld, two singing males on May Ist. Beddington SF, one on June Ist 
(JSW). 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


The only flock of note in the first winter period was 100 at Chiswell Green on Jan 
7th and for the fourth winter running mild weather resulted in no large flocks 
being recorded elsewhere during the first three months of the year. As in most 
recent years there was little evidence of any real passage in April and May apart 
from 40 at Dartford Marsh on Apr 21st. 


Breeding reports included 84 territories at Rainham Marsh (a continuing decline 
from 100 territories in 1993), Chiswell Green, 25 singing males, Bedfont Lakes, 
11 pairs (6 in 1994), Dagenham Chase, | 1 singing males (an increase on 8 singing 
males 1994), Fairlop, 25-30 pairs - a slight increase, nine territories at 
Holmethorpe SP (10 in 1994), eight singing males at Osterley Park and nine 
pairs at Swanscombe Marsh. 


As usual autumn passage took place from late September onwards, with a peak 
during the second half of October. As in 1994, numbers were below average with 
only four counts exceeding three figures: 100 at Dartford Marsh on Oct 7th, 100 
at Rainham Marsh on Oct 14th and 100 at Coppetts Wood on Oct 15th and 21st. 
Subsequent wintering numbers were slightly above average with the largest flocks 
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being 100 at Colney Heath on Nov 25th, 150 at Rainham Marsh on Dec 9th, 120 
at Rushett Farm (S) also on the 9th and 600 at Dartford Marsh on Dec 15th with 
300 still there on Dec 24th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Feb Sth, four on Mar 1 6th, two on Apr 29th, 
eight on Oct 11th and singles on seven dates between Oct 18th and Nov 10th. 
Inner London: Bankside Reach, three on Sept 29th. Battersea Park, three on Oct 
Ath and 30 on Oct 30th. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first bird was at Holmethorpe SP 
on Mar 8th with several other 
localities noting their first birds from 
Mar 13th onwards. As in most recent 
years there was an early and 
widespread arrival during the second 
half of March with treble figure 
flocks recorded from Belhus Woods 
CP on the 26th, Walton Res on the 
29th and Dagenham Chase on several 
dates at the end of the month. A . 
strong passage continued well into 
April and included counts of 260 at 
Walton Res on the 15th, 300 at 
Littlebrook Lake on the 22nd and 800 
at Beddington SF on the 30th. For the 
second year running passage 
continued well into May with up to 
500 at Hilfield Park Res on the 11th 
the largest flock noted. 





The slight improvement in breeding 
numbers noted in 1994 (when 444 
nests were found at 12 colonies) was not maintained this year and the few breeding 
records received are given in full: Apps Court Farm GP, at least 200 pairs (although 
the site has subsequently been destroyed by infilling), Belhus Woods CP, 50 pairs 
breeding in new workings, Fairlop, 50-60 pairs breeding, Purfleet Chalk Pits, 30- 
40 nest holes, Rainham'GP, 30 pairs bred, Lea Valley, up to 20 pairs in drainage 
pipes, Rye House Marsh, four pairs bred in an artificial bank, Tyttenhanger GP, 
bred, no numbers given, Stone Chalk Pit, 39 nest holes, Swanscombe Marsh, four 
active nest holes, Bell Warf Harefield, six pairs bred, Holmethorpe SP, 40 pairs 
bred, River Hogsmill at Kingston, 15 pairs, Long Ditton, five pairs possibly 
breeding in drainage pipes. All reports of breeding would be welcomed by the 
recorders. 
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A count of 300 on June 24th at Walton Res was unusual, as was a report of an 
albino bird at the same site on July 7th. Return passage was well underway by the 
end of July and continued into August. Several large counts were recorded, the 
largest being 970 at Queen Elizabeth II Res on July 15th rising to 1,500 there two 
days later, 200 at Paynes Lane GP on Aug 8th and 200 at Walton Res on Aug 3 Ist. 
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There was a notable passage in September with 1,000 at Wraysbury GP on Sept 
2nd, 500 at King George VI Res on 10th, 200 at Wraysbury Res on 15th, 500 over 
Reigate Hill on 17th and 300 at Beddington SF on 24th. Thereafter, few birds 
remained and apart from odd stragglers most had gone by the end of September. 
The last report concerned five at Beddington SF on Oct 17th. 


Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one on Aug 27th and 20 on Aug 28th. Regent’s 
Park, two on Apr 4th, five on July 29th, two on July 30th, singles on Aug 29th and 
31st, in September up to 60 on the 5th with 30 on the 11th and the last (4) on the 
22nd. 

Inner London: Battersea Park, two on Sept 30th. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The main arrival was not until the last week of March with the first at Barn Elms 
Res on the 23rd and although it was widespread during the first two weeks of 
April, numbers were unexceptional. Passage movements continued well into May 
but again few large flocks were reported, by far the largest being 700 at Beddington 
SF on Apr 30th. 


The few breeding reports received referred mostly to a continued decrease that 
has been in evidence since at least 1985. At Hainault Forest and Rainham Marsh 
only six pairs bred at each site - the lowest numbers ever recorded - while at 
Barwell Court Farm only two pairs were located (3 in 1994). All comments on any 
change in status would be welcomed by the recorders. 


Autumn passage began in early September with a peak during mid-month. Counts 
included: 1,000 at Wraysbury Res on the 2nd, 1,000 at King George VI Res on the 
10th, 500 over Regent’s Park on the | 1th, 600 at Beddington SF during heavy rain 
on the 15th, 500 at Wraysbury Res also on the 15th, 500 at Staines Res on the 18th 
and 600 over Dartford Marsh on the 19th. Small numbers were seen until the third 
week of October with the last at Old Harlow on the 30th. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, one on Oct 7th. Regent’s Park, present from Apr 15th 
to May 19th with a maximum of six on Apr 29th and again from Sept 2nd to Oct 
9th with maxima of 100 on Sept 10th, 500 on Sept 11th, 100 on Oct 2nd and 30 on 
Oct 9th. 

Inner London: Bankside Reach, one on Sept 5th. Battersea Park, one on May 15th 
and three on Sept 25th. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first two, at Molesey on Mar 24th,-were followed by a scattering of records 
during the next two weeks. The main arrival was as usual during the third week of 
April but birds were not really widespread until well into May. Few flocks of any 
size were reported, the largest including 175 at Paynes Lane GP on May 1 Ith, 150 
at Island Barn Res on May 12th and 150 at Walton Res on May 13th. As reported 
last year, many breeding colonies were not re-occupied until late May or early 
June and many reports were of continuing below average breeding numbers. The 
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fortunes of this species are giving some concern. In the Collier Row/Romford 
area only a few scattered single nests were located and numbers are barely a third 
of what they were ten years ago. At Bellingham (K) 20-30 nests were destroyed, 
while at Cowley only one or two pairs were present - a decline from seven or eight 
pairs in 1991. In the Hampstead Heath area it was again a poor summer for the 
species with only a few pairs present and at Holmethorpe SP there was a dramatic 
decline in the local breeding population. On a more positive note 20 pairs nested 
on one house at Thorpe and a fairly comprehensive survey in July in the Molesey 
area of Surrey revealed 155 nests, at least 130 of which were active. There were 
also 17 nests at Long Ditton (18 in 1994) and 11 nests at Cobham. More reports of 
colonies would be welcome. 


For the second year running there was a good autumn passage particularly during 
September. Peak movements occurred as usual from late August onwards, with 
the following large counts: Wraysbury Res, 500 on Aug 27th rising to 1,000 on 
the 28th with 3,000 there on Sept 2nd, Dagenham Chase, 800 on Sept Ist, 500 at 
Reigate and 5,000 over Staines Res on Sept 1 0th, 600 over Regent’s Park on Sept 
11th, 1,000 at Wraysbury Res on Sept 15th and 1,000 at King George VI Res the 
next day. There was a strong passage in SW London on Sept 18th with 1,000 at 
King George VI Res, Staines Res and Wraysbury Res. Up to 1,000 were noted 
flying east at Reigate Hill on Sept 20th while another strong movement occurred 
on Sept 24th with 5,000 at Beddington, 675 over Tottenham Cemetery, 550 at 
Limpsfield, 500 at Rainham Marsh and 500 over Stocker’s Lake. Movements 
later in September included 500 at King George VI Res on the 27th with 1,000 
there on the 29th. Passage continued into the first week of October with counts of 
500 at Havering CP and 800 at Hilfield Park Res on the Ist, 2,000 at Beddington 
on the 2nd, 500 over Hampstead Heath on the 6th, 700 at King George VI Res and 
600 at Rainham Marsh on the 7th and 500 at King George VI Res on the 8th. As 
with the previous two species passage petered out amost completely after the first 
wek of October with few subsequent records: The last was one over Hampstead 
Heath on Oct 16th. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Park Road, NW1, 12 nests. Elsewhere in Inner London it was widely 
reported, with larger numbers than usual. In the Kensington Gardens/Royal Albert 
Hall area there were up to 60 during the 101st season of Henry Wood Promenade 
Concerts (July 15th to Sept 10th) while in Regent’s Park counts included 100 on 
Aug 28th, 300 on Aug 31st, 500 on Sept Ist 100-on Sept 5th, 600 on Sept 1 1th and 
200 on Oct 2nd. : 

Inner London: Bermondsey, one or two pairs nested. Old Kent Road, five nests. 
Elsewhere in Inner London it was widely reported, with larger numbers than usual. 
At Battersea Park counts included 300 on Sept 30th and 200 on Oct 3rd. 


Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Status: rare passage migrant. 


Queen Mother Res, a bird was present from Apr 30th to May 2nd (CDRH,JAS 
et al). : 


This was London’s 14th record, the sixth in spring and only the second in May. 
This record maintains the atypical nature of records of this species in London 
when, nationally, it is far more common in autumn than in spring. 
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Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Status: breeding summer visitor (declining) and passage migrant. 


There was no overall improvement in the breeding situation and the number of 
singing males remained very low. The reduction in the number of sites used in 
Essex and Bucks 1s disappointing, although the increased number of singing males 
at Limpsfield Chart (S) in May give some cause for optimism. Once again there 
were no records at all of singing males from Middlesex, Hertfordshire or Kent. 


The first birds in spring were singles at Hainault Forest (E) and Staines Res (M) 
on Apr 8th. There were about 15 spring migrants recorded away from the breeding 
areas and between 45 and 50 reported on passage in the autumn, with Hampstead 
Heath again recording the largest concentration of seven on Sept 10th. The last 
bird of the year was at Rainham Marsh on Oct 7th. 
Number of singing male Tree Pipits in the London Area 1985-94 

Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

No of males 72 SI) BI) SE DB. ATED DOB 9 DOM a MIAN. B15 

The summary shows the breeding season distribution with numbers of singing 
males in parentheses and all Inner London records. 


Chingford Plain (2). Dagnam Park, three singing males; two pairs bred successfully. 
Epping Forest, other than Chingford Plain (4). Hainault Forest (1). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 20th, 24th and 28th, Sept 10th and 
17th (ARD,DJ). 

Black Park (1). 

Limpsfield Chart (6-7). 


Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor and common but increasingly 
localised breeder. 


The Thames Marshes provided the majority of records in the breeding season, but 
this 1s a declining habitat with much of Stone Marshes now gone and reductions in 
Crayford, West Thurrock and Rainham. Small numbers are found elsewhere in 
suitable habitat and these are probably under-represented, as more probably breed 
on the few areas of heath and common than are recorded. For instance regular 
visits to Woolwich Common this year revealed a population of five pairs. Spring 
passage was recorded from Mar 8th to the end of April. At Hampstead Heath the 
peak spring count was 50 flying N on Mar 29th. At Beddington SF (S) movements 
of 1,400 on Mar 17th and 18th and 400 moving N on Mar 24th were high counts. 
The largest numbers in autumn were noted from in the first half of October with 
the largest counts being 200 at Dartford Marsh on Oct 7th, 250 at Rainham 
Marsh on Oct 14th and 200+ at Coppetts Wood (M) on Oct 15th. Wintering 
birds were widely scattered mostly in small numbers although there were 100 at 
Rye Meads (H) on Dec 9th. Records of singing males or known breeding pairs 
(with numbers in parentheses) are shown below as well as Inner London records. 


Barking Bay (15). Belhus Woods CP (4-5). Berwick Ponds (2-3). Chingford Plain 
(1-2). Corbets Tey (14). Fairlop (8). Harold Wood (1). Hornchurch CP (20). 
Rainham Marsh (99). Wennington (1-2). 
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Rickmansworth (2). Stocker’s Farm (1). 

Bushy Park (4). Hampton Court Park (1). Perry Oaks SF (1). Rammey Marsh 
(4). Tottenham Marsh (1). Jnner London: Hyde Park, one on Oct 7th. Regent’s 
Park, spring passage from Mar 16th to Apr 8th, with only small numbers; autumn 
passage noted from Sept 7th to Oct 9th, with peaks of 30 on Sept 28th, 50 on Oct 
2nd and 25 on Oct 9th. 

Crayford Marsh (1+). Dartford Marsh (12+). Stone Chalk Pit (4). Swanscombe 
Marsh (6+). Woolwich Common (5). 

Chertsey Mead (1). Hersham GP (1). Holmethorpe SP (8+). Molesey Heath (2). 
Riverside Open Space, Molesey (2). Inner London: Bankside, one flew N on Sept 
22nd. Battersea Park, three on Oct 15th. Southbank, one flew N on Mar 29th. 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Beddington SF, one on Novy 2nd (SJA). 


This was London’s eighth record; the first four records were all in spring, but the 
subsequent four records have all been in autumn. Not one has stayed long enough 
to be seen by observers other than the finders. Accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. A claim of another bird at the same site in October has not been 
submitted. 


Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor. 


As usual most wintering birds were found on the marshes adjacent to the River 
Thames in Essex and Kent. Numbers were slightly lower than normal in Essex but 
showed an increase in Kent. Passage was noted away from the Thames at reservoirs 
and sewage farms, but in lower numbers than last year. 


Beckton, singles on Dec 3rd and Dec 11th. Cornmill Meads, two on Oct 24th. 
Fairlop, one on Mar 26th. King George V Res, singles from Oct 9th to 11th and 
15th, two on 20th‘and 25th, three on Nov 4th and one from Novy 8th to 10th. 
Rainham Marsh, maxima of two in January, 12 in February, eight in March; in the 
second half of the year monthly peaks were: five in October, 12 in November and 
16 in December. Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 8th. 

Hilfield Park Res, singles on Mar 15th and Oct 21st. 

Brent Res, two on Oct 22nd and one on Nov | 1th. King George VI Res, one on 
Oct 10th and 1 Sth. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Mar 13th; present almost continually from Oct 7th to 
Nov 10th, with peaks of three on Oct 10th, 22nd and 23rd and two on Oct 21st, 
24th, 25th and Nov 3rd. 

Charlton, singles on Oct 11th, Oct 16th and Nov 8th. Crayford Marsh, one on Mar 
2nd. Dartford Marsh, maxima nine in January, nine in February and one in March; 
in the autumn singles were present in November and December. Swanscombe 
Marsh, maxima at least 20 in January, 33 in February, and 15 in March; in the 
autumn at least ten in November and 22 in December. Thamesmead, singles on 
Dec 9th and 3 Ist. 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Apr 13th and 14th, Oct 8th and 9th, Oct 15th, three on 
Nov Ist and one on Nov 12th. Beddington SF, singles on Mar 16th to 18th, Oct 
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8th, 22nd and 27th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Oct 29th. Walton Res, two from Oct 
7th to Oct 16th, with one to Oct 21st, singles on Nov 7th, 8th and 27th. 


Birds showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race A.p.littoralis were 
recorded as follows (these are included in the totals above). For a discussion on 
this and the next species see LBR 59 and relate this to the comments under 
Swanscombe below. 


Fairlop, one on Mar 26th. Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 8th. 

Dartford Marsh, one on Mar 29th. Swanscombe, all the birds remaining into March 
showed characteristics of A.p./ittoralis as the pre-breeding moult occurred. One 
colour ringed bird had been present in December making it probable that all the 
birds in March had remained throughout the winter and there had not been a 
replacement of A.p.petrosus by A.p.littoralis during migration. This strongly backs 
up the view held by some members of the records committee that the majority, if 
not all, of the wintering Rock Pipits in the London Area are in fact A.p./ittoralis. 
Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 13th and 14th. Beddington SF, one from Mar 16th to 
18th. ; 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Status: regular but localised winter visitor. 


The total number of birds recorded for the year was at least 49, the lowest since 
1990, although three times the average the previous five years. Wintering numbers 
at the main site of Rainham Marsh were slightly down and this was the only winter 
site in Essex, compared to four in 1994. At the other major sites numbers were 
lower than last year with flocks at Rainham, Rye Meads and Beddington present 
for three months at each end of the year; there may well be a turnover of birds at 
these sites making the true number higher. All records are given. 


Rainham Marsh, maxima of 12 in January and February, 15 in March, falling to 
seven by Mar 25th and one on Apr Ist (KB,MKD,SRP et a/); in the second half of 
the year one on Oct 14th, rising to five on Oct 28th, four on Novy 4th increasing to 
seven on Nov 7th and six by Nov 18th, and 11 during December (KB,MKD,SRP). 
Rye House Marsh, two on Oct 27th and up to three in December (DLg). Rye 
Meads, maxima: four in January, seven in February, ten in March, two in April, 
with the last on Apr 9th; in second half of the year, first recorded on Oct 14th, then 
up to three in October and three in November (RMRG et a/). 

Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Feb 18th (RMC,RJW). 

Erith Reach, one Nov 9th, almost directly opposite the Rainham birds (AJM). 
Swanscombe Marsh, the bird from 1994 remained to Mar 4th 
(PB,AJM,BEW,BMU) 

Beddington SF, monthly maxima: five in January, two in February, five in March, 
six in April; in autumn four on Oct 23rd, three in November and three in December 
(BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Nov 13th (GWJH). 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 


Status: common passage migrant and decreasing breeder. 


The first spring migrant was at Tyttenhanger GP on Apr Ist with only a further 14 
birds in the first week of April. Spring passage was again light. The largest 
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concentration was 50 at Beddington SF on Apr 15th. Passage continued in very 
small numbers until the end of May. The number of breeding pairs reported fell 
from 63 to no more than 48 and possibly as low as 40. Habitat changes certainly 
account for some of the changes but the long term decline may also be due to 
factors outside the UK. Autumn passage began as early as July 17th, the largest 
concentration reported being 80 at King George VI Res on Sept 9th. Passage 
continued well into October, the last being at Walton Res on Oct 21st. A summary 
of breeding season records (numbers in parentheses), passage concentrations and 
Inner London records is given below. 


Belhus Woods CP (3). Berwick Ponds (3). Corbets Tey (6). Cranham Marsh (3) 
Fairlop (4). Havering CP (2). Holyfield Hall Farm (1+). Rainham Marsh (7-8). 
Dagenham Chase, 43 on Sept 20th. Fishers Green, 70 on Sept 10th. King George 
V Res, 30 on Apr 16th. Paynes Lane GP, 56 on Sept 9th. Walthamstow Marsh, 30 
on Oct 20th. 

Panshanger Park (1). Rye Meads (2). Tyttenhanger GP (1-2). West Hyde Fields 
(1). Colney Heath, 30 on Sept 12th. 

King George VI Res, 73 on Sept 3rd, 80 on 9th, 55 on 16th and 25 on Oct 7th. 
Perry Oaks SF (3). Tottenham Marsh (1). Perry Oaks SE 28 on Aug 8th. Wraysbury 
Res, 40 on Sept 8th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, spring passage: one or two 
recorded on seven dates from May Ist to May 20th; autumn passage: recorded on 
ten dates between July 21st and Oct 15th, maximum three on Aug 9th. 

Iver, Shredding Green Farm (3). Chandlers Hill, 35 on Sept 17th. Queen Mother 
Res, 20 on Apr 30th. 

Swanscombe Marsh (one present in July but no breeding seen). The former 
strongholds in Kent are now deserted and passage appears to almost totally bypass 
this area. 

Beddington SF (5); 50 on Apr 15th. Barn Elms Res, 32 on Apr 29th. Queen 
Elizabeth I Res, 27 on Sept 9th. Walton Res, 32 on Sept 17th. 


Records of birds showing the characteristics of races other than Mf flavissima 
were as follows: 


Blue-headed Wagtail Vf flava. 
Fairlop, two on Apr 19th and a single on May 26th (AAB). Paynes Lane GP, one 
on Sept 6th (WR). 
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Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 4th (SHM). 

Staines Res, one on July 9th and 10th (DJM) 

Queen Mother Res, one on Apr 30th and May Ist (CDRH,AVM,DJM). 

Barn Elms Res, two on Apr 21st, two on Apr 29th and 30th and one on May 2nd 
(BEBG). 


Grey-headed Wagtail M.f. thunbergi 
Dagenham Chase, one on May 6th (VH). 


Syke’s Wagtail M.f-beema 
Stocker’s Lake, one May 7th and May | 1th (RRD,AVM). 
Beddington SF, two on Apr 15th (BBR). 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


There were reports from 69 sites with birds present during the breeding season 
although breeding was not proved at every site. The variable coverage from year 
to year means that while some areas have shown marked decreases the opposite 1s 
true for others. Breeding season totals are shown in the table below and maximum 
counts are given by county. 
Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 


No of sites holding birds 8 6 8 4 6 15 26 
during the breeding season 


Very few records were received for Essex. Rainham Marsh, six on Nov 1 Ith. 
Walthamstow Res, six on Nov Ist. 

Rye Meads, peak monthly counts of 15 on Jan 14th, six in July, four in September, 
eight in October and six in December. 

Widely distributed, but outside the breeding season maximum counts were no 
more than four at any site. Inner London: Regent’s Park, a juvenile on June 16th 
had probably fledged in the area. Buckingham Palace, one on June 9th. Outside 
the breeding season records also from Barbican, Kensington Gardens, Millbank 
Tower, St James’s Park, Spitalfields and Thorney Street, Westminster. 

Present at six sites during the breeding season but no counts of more than two 
outside this period. 

Widespread in small numbers. Erith Reach, five in a one mile stretch of the Thames 
river bank on Feb 10th. Sydenham, five flew NW on Oct 23rd. 

Widely distributed with an increase in reported breeding. Outside the breeding 
season maximum counts were: Beddington SF, present throughout the year with a 
maximum of six; Holmethorpe SP, ten on Oct 22nd; River Wandle (Carshalton to 
Wandsworth) eight on Oct 28th. Inner London: Blackfriars, a pair raised one brood. 
Bankside, present all year, with six in September and five in October. Southbank, 
present all year. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii 


Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


This common species often occurs in towns where winter roosts are regularly 
noted. However, apart from the Surrey sector, records of these seem much depleted 
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compared to previous years. We would be particularly interested to receive more 
counts of such gatherings. Large counts and roosts and Inner London records are 
summarised below. 


Dagenham Chase, 16 on Sept 12th. Harold Wood SF, 120 on Jan 7th, 80 on Dec 
3rd. Rainham Marsh 40 on Oct 24th and Dec 3rd. 

Hatfield, 100 on Feb 6th. Potters Bar, 34 on Sept 24th. Rye Meads, maxima of 35 
in September, 120 in October, 60 1n November and 120 in December. Stocker’s 
Lake, 35 on Feb 15th. 

Alexandra Park, 50 on Oct 31st. Laleham, 41 on Jan 20th. Perry Oaks SF, 70 on 
Aug 23rd. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 23 on Oct 29th. Wood Green Res, 76 on Oct 
31st and 71 on Nov 7th. Wraysbury Res, 40 on Aug 31st. Inner London: widely 
reported from a total of 21 Inner London sites with a maximum of ten at Regent’s 
Park on Oct 3rd. 

Iver, 40 on Oct 19th. Yiewsley GP, 36 on Nov 23rd. 

Joyce Green Hospital, 32 on Oct 7th. Ruxley GP, 19 on Oct 10th. 

Barn Elms Res, 70 on July 24th, 100 in August, 70 in October and 76 in December. 
Barwell Court, one territory on CBC plot (same as 1994). Beddington SF, maximum 
winter count of 56. Croydon, George Street, 30 on Oct 16th. Holmethorpe SP, at 
least three territories; 25 on Feb 12th, 35 on Mar 4th and 40 on Oct 12th. Kingston- 
upon-Thames, 40 roosting in Kingston Hospital on Nov 27th. Oxted, Hurst Green, 
425 on Nov 2nd (pre-roost gathering). Park Farm, Chessington, one territory in 
CBC plot. Redhill, 450 in town centre roost on Dec 4th and 328 on Dec 29th. 
Richmond, 170 at roost on Feb 15th, and 130 on Mar 10th. South Norwood CP, 28 
on Jan 31st. Surbiton, 30 on Aug 13th. Sutton, 130 at roost on Jan 3rd, 55 in 
February and 35 in March, but only ten had returned by December. Walton Res, 
25 on Sept 25th, 42 on Sept 27th, 120 on Oct 21st and 173 on Nov 4th, the roost 
ceased in December. 


1020.01 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba 
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Status: passage migrant, rarely identified in autumn. 


With around 61 birds reported at 30 sites, 1995 was above average for the decade. 
The first two were at Rainham Marsh and Barn Elms Res on the early date of Mar 
12th. There were four records of singles in autumn, and the last at Rainham Marsh 
was on the late date of Oct 7th. All records are given. 


Belhus Woods CP, singles on Mar 12th and Apr 15th. Dagenham Chase, singles 
on Apr 10th, and Sept 12th: King George VI Res, one on May 21st. Nazeing GP 
three on Mar 21st and one on Mar 22nd. Rainham Marsh, singles on Mar 12th, 
Apr 15th and Oct 7th. Walthamstow Res, one on May 14th. Wm Girling Res, one 
on Apr 15th. 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 7th. Colney Heath, one on Apr 9th. Coopers Green GP, 
one on Apr 14th. Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 29th. Rye House Marsh, one on 
Apr 28th. Rye Meads, one on Mar 19th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Mar 22nd and 
23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, two on Apr 8th and one on Apr 22nd. 

King George V Res, singles on Mar 19th, Mar 31st, Apr 14th and May 20th. 
North Finchley, one on May 6th. Perry Oaks SE, one on Mar 12th and two on Apr 
18th. Rammey Marsh, one on May 3rd. Ruislip Lido, one on Sept 15th. Wood 
Green Res, one on May | 1th. Jnner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 21st 
and May 17th (ARD,DJ). 
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Horton GP, singles on Mar 20th and 23rd. Queen Mother Res, two on Mar 20th, 
singles on Mar 29th and 31st, two on Apr 8th, one on Apr 1 6th, five on Apr 18th, 
two on Apr 23rd ,one on Apr 25th and 26th, two on Apr 30th and singles on May 
Ist, 20th and 21st. 

Hornfair Park, Charlton, one on May 2nd. Swanscombe Marsh, one from May 
19th to 23rd. | 

Barn Elms Res, singles on Apr 8th, 29th, three on Apr 30th and one from Sept 
27th to 29th. Beddington SF, one on May 3rd. Long Ditton, one on May 6th. 
Queen Elizabeth IT Res, a pair displaying on Apr 30th. Walton Res, one on Apr 
18th. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 
Status: uncommon, but sometimes numerous, irruptive winter visitor. 


Amwell GP, one on Dec 29th (MI,BR,MSA). 


The first since 1992; the latter ended a sequence of London records over seven 
consecutive years from 1986. This rather lonely individual was the precursor of 


‘ Britain’s (and London’s) largest ever invasion of this Nordic visitor... 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus 
Status: rare winter visitor and passage migrant. 


River Lea at Lemsford Springs and Stanborough Lakes, one first trapped on Sept 
29th was seen intermittently until Nov 11th (JFe,MI,BR,PJSd,BTr). This bird, 
although not seen again during 1995, reappeared in 1996; it was first seen at 
nearby Kimpton Mill (outside the LNHS Area) on Sept | 1th and 19th. It had some 
chestnut on the belly and, in the hand, showed some of the characters of the central 
European race C.c.aquaticus, and would, if accepted as such, be the first record 
of this race in the UK. 


1994 Additional Record 
River Gade at Cassiobury Park, one on Mar 9th seen near the watercress beds was 
considered to be of the black-bellied race C.C.cinclus (MGi). 


These two records, the first since as long ago as the winter of 1987/88, take the 
London total to 14. The River Lea at Lemsford is a particularly favoured site 
having played host to Dippers on two previous occasions. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
Status: abundant resident. 


For the fourth consecutive year a mild winter has enabled the Wren population 
to maintain increased levels. Only one Common Birds Census plot showed a 
marked decrease - Nower Wood in Surrey. Elsewhere there were some 
minor decreases but also some larger increases. A selection of records is given 
below. 


Hainault Forest, 70 pairs (an increase on 1994). Rainham Marsh, 20 pairs bred 
(18 in 1994), 
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Hiltield! RParkakes™ atrleasiwe 
breeding pairs. Oak Hill Park, 14 on 
July Ist. 

Bedfont Lakes, 16 territories. Bushy 
Park, 34 territories in census plot 
(same as 1994). Hampstead Heath, 
again present in good numbers. /nner 
London: in the breeding season 
reported from Buckingham Palace (4 
territories), St James’s Park (8 
territories) and Islington (10 
territories in TQ3284) 

Bexley Woods, six pairs. Darenth 
Lakes, 29 on Apr 2nd. Dartford 
Heath, 66 singing males in May. 
Ruxley GP, maximum of 21 on June 
24th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 29 on May 
11th. 

Arbrook Common, 70 territories in 
CBC plot (72 in 1994). Ashtead 
Common, 38 territories in CBC plot (41 in 1994). Barwell Court, 24 territories in 
CBC plot (19 in 1994). Beddington SF, 90 territories (67 in 1994). Bookham 
Common, 19 territories in CBC plot. Long Ditton (Sugden Road), five territories 
in CBC plot (same as 1994). Nower Wood, 28 territories in CBC plot (38 in 1994). 
Park Farm, Chessington, 27 territories in CBC plot (24 in 1994). Reigate Priory, 
maximum counted, 40 in April and June. nner London: recorded in the breeding 
season from Bankside Reach, two territories. 





Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Status: abundant resident. 


As with the Wren, the mild winters of the 1990s have seen consistently high 
population levels of the Dunnock. Census plots mainly showed an increase in 
populations in 1995. Records of census counts and Inner London records are 
given below. 


Hainault Forest, 60 territories, an increase on 1994. Rainham Marsh, ten territories 
(same as 1994). 

Bushy Park, ten territories in CBC plot (same as in 1994). Inner London: 
Buckingham Palace, one or two territories. Regent’s Park, 24 singing males, St 
James’s Park, two territories. 

Old Slade GP, 12 on Oct 12th. 

Dartford Heath, 16 singing males in May. Ruxley GP, 19 on Apr Ist. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 1-1 on Mar | Ith. 

Arbrook Common, four territories in CBC plot (one in 1994). Ashtead Common, 
nine territories in CBC plot (11 in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, 11 territories in 
CBC plot (9 in 1994). Beddington SF, 29 territories in breeding survey (14 in 
1994). Long Ditton (Sugden Road), 11 territories in CBC plot (same as 1994). 
Park Farm, Chessington, |] territories in CBC plot (seven in 1994). Inner London: 
Bankside Reach, two territories. 
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Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Status: abundant breeding resident, with influxes in autumn and winter. 


The breeding population, where reported, appears to be at a similar level to last 
year. Early breeding due to the mild weather was noted. There was some evidence 
of an influx during September. Large counts are given below. 


Dagenham Chase, 50 on Sept 7th. Hainault Forest, 65 pairs bred, a small increase 
on 1994. Rainham Marsh, 12 pairs bred (six in 1994). 

Hilfield Park Res, at least five territories. Rye Meads, at least ten territories. 
Alexandra Park, following the mild weather a juvenile was being fed on the very 
early date of Mar 24th. Bedfont Lakes, 17 on Sept 22nd. Bushy Park, 29 territories 
in CBC plot (15 in 1994). Wormwood Scrubs, at least 20 on Sept 16th. Jnner 
London: Buckingham Palace, four or five territories. Regent’s Park, 30 singing 
males. St James’s Park, five territories. 

Darenth Lakes, 22-on Apr 2nd Dartford Heath, 70 singing males in May. Dartford 
Marsh, at least 15 on Sept 20th. Ruxley GP, maximum 19 on Oct 21st. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 18 on Mar 1 1th. Swanscombe Marsh, eight territories. 

Arbrook Common, 38 territories in CBC plot (40 in 1994). Ashtead Common, 45 
territories in CBC plot (46 in 1994). Barwell Court, 27 territories in CBC plot (22 
in 1994). Nower Wood, 20 territories in CBC plot (24 in 1994). Park Farm, 
Chessington, 31 territories in CBC plot (26 in 1994). Reigate Priory, maximum 
count 43 in March. 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
Status: breeding summer visitor in small numbers; scarce passage migrant. 


The number of singing males reported increased to approximately 34, some of 
which may have been migrants, with Surrey and Essex providing the majority of 
records. There was just, one record in autumn away from breeding areas, on 
Hampstead Heath, a well earned reward for local patch diligence. The first bird to 
arrive in the spring was at Wraysbury GP on Apr 9th and the latest departure was 
at Hampstead Heath on Aug 21st. All records are given. 


Epping Forest, four pairs present around Connaught Water (AAB ef a/). Fishers 
Green, one singing male (AAB,JF). Noak Hill, one pair probably bred 
(MKD,CRJ,SRP). Sewardstone, three singing males in the breeding season 
(PAB,SC,AAB,GGG). 

Broxbourne, one in song on May 8th and 13th (BR). Cheshunt GP, one on May 
4th (IK). Pond Wood, a male singing on May 3rd and 23rd (JS). Rye Meads, one 
on May 7th (BR). Slipe Lane GP, a male singing on Apr 23rd (SC). Turnford 
Marsh GP, at least two singing on May 7th (MI,BR). Cheshunt GP, Slipe Lane GP 
and Turnford Marsh GP records probably involved the same birds. 

Brent Res, one on Apr 28th (ASMS). Hampstead Heath, one on Aug 21st (MAH). 
Wraysbury GP, one on the early date of Apr 9th (CDRH,RRG), one on Apr 14th, 
(JAS) and birds singing until June 3rd with a maximum of three on May 25th 
(FRC,RRG,DH,AVM et al). 

Crayford, one from May 7th to May 21st (DMr,AJM). Littlebrook Lake, one singing 
from May 2nd to May 26th (DD,AJM,BEW,DW). 

Bookham Common, first seen on Apr 21st (RHK,SG), then up to five singing 
during the breeding season (RHK,NJM,SG). Chessington, one singing from Apr 
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28th into May (TSC,AG). Earlswood Lake, Redhill, one singing on May 4th (SJG). 
Nower Wood, one on Apr 21st (GWJH). Reigate Hill, one on May 14th was 
probably a migrant (GWJH). Walton Res, a migrant singing from May 5th (DMH). 
Winterdown Woods, one on Apr 27th (NJM). 


1994 Correction 
Wraysbury GP, the first sighting was Apr 25th (JAS) and not Apr 27th as published 
in LBR 59. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 


Status: breeding summer visitor, passage migrant and winter visitor in small 
numbers. 


An increase in the number of proved breeding pairs compared to last year was not 
matched by reports of other birds present in the breeding season. The choice of 
industrial sites, Power Stations and London’s city centre makes it a difficult species 
to observe and the sound of singing males is often difficult to hear above the noise 
of traffic, railways and machinery. Many birdwatchers do work in such areas and 
we rely on them to maintain their awareness, even when not birding. There was 
some evidence of passage in October away from breeding sites and wintering 
birds were recorded at four sites. Breeding records are tabulated below and they 
are followed by all records of wintering and passage birds. 


Pairs Other Additional 

Proved Pairs Singing 

Breeding Present Males Observer 
Essex Filter Beds I GJ 
King George V Res l PAB 
Brimsdown 2 2 SC 
Finsbury ] CBk 
Heathrow | SG 


Inner London: 


Cheapside 2 MW 
Farringdon ] TR 
Limehouse | RBG 
Spitalfields area | CEE 
Charlton | DM 
Littlebrook PS : 2 AJM,DW 
Swanscombe (Paper Mill) 1 PB 
Dulwich Woods P PB 
Inner London: 

Battersea PS | BM 
Bermondsey Wall l RBG 
Southbank I DL 


1] ] 10 


Hornchurch CP, a juvenile on June 15th was presumably fledged nearby (KB). 
King George V Res, one from Jan Ist into March (JEAAB), one on Aug 30th 
(PJV), seven on Oct 20th, four on Oct 21st (KM), seven on 28th, four on Nov 9th, 
then two intermittently until Dec 13th (PAB,RMC,JF). Sewardstone, singles on 
Mar 13th, 19th, Apr 20th, 21st, 25th and 27th (GGG,KM). 

Bushey, a male on Mar 31st (HBC). Croxley Green, one on Mar 30th and 31st 
(HBC). Rye Meads, one on Jan 7th and 8th (SC,MI,BR). 

Alexandra Park, a female on Mar 23rd (JPr), a male on Apr 12th (APBR). Brent 
Res, one on Apr 13th (WG). Brimsdown, one on May 12th; up to four outside the 
breeding season from Sept Ist to Oct 23rd (AM). Hampstead Heath, one on Mar 
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22nd (PWD). King George VI Res, a first-winter male on Oct 29th and 30th 
(AVM,PN). Sewardstone, one from Mar 13th to Apr 27th (GGG,KM). Pickett’s 
Lock, one on Oct 29th (AC). Tottenham Marsh, one on July 23rd (PL). 
Twickenham, one on Dec Ist (MBe). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, singles on Oct 21st 
(RMC,RJW) and Oct 26th (RJW). 

Queen Mother Res, two on Oct 21st (JAS). 

Charlton, two on Sept Sth, a month after the last record of the breeding birds may 
have been on passage, one on Dec 30th (DM). Erith Reach, one on Feb 16th (AP). 
Thamesmead, a female on May Ist (NRW); no breeding is known nearby but 
suitable sites exist. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 10th, two males on Mar 14th, one from Mar 15th to 
26th, a female on May 2nd, a female on Oct 25th and a male from Nov 29th to 
Dec 6th (BEBG). Beddington SF, a female on Apr 4th, 5th and 7th and a male on 
Apr 25th (BBR). Dulwich Woods, one on Mar 31st (PB). Holmethorpe SP, a 
female on Oct 11th (JAP). Morden Hall Park, a male on Mar 24th (RHK). South 
Norwood CP, one on Mar 23rd (DJMr) and one on June 4th (JBd). 


1994 Correction 
Rammey Marsh, one on Nov 8th and not | 1th as published in LBR 59. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Status: passage migrant, never common; formerly bred. 


The first bird was on the early date of Apr Ist at Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne, 
with the next on Apr 8th at Ruxley GP. There were records of 19 bird/days in 
spring, an increase from 15 in 1994. The last passage bird of spring was at Brent 
Res on May 9th. There was no evidence of breeding, although a singing male was 
at Havering CP on Apr 23rd. The Redstart was once a common breeding bird in 
London, for instance The Birds of the London Area states that it was not an 
uncommon breeding bird in Hampstead and Highgate in 1928. 


Autumn passage commenced with a single at Hertford on Aug 21st. There were 
approximately 86 bird/days in autumn, a 25% increase compared to 1994 and the 
highest total in ten years. The majority of new arrivals where dates are known fell 
in the period from Sept | 1th to 20th, when a large fall of Redstarts occurred on the 
east coast. The last bird of the year was at Rammey Marsh on Oct 8th. All records 
are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Apr 20th (AAB). Chingford Plain, singles on Ist, 2nd, 
4th, 6th and 1 1th (KM). Dagenham Chase, singles on twelve dates in September 
(KB,DBG). Dagenham Corridor, one on Sept 24th (KB). Fairlop, one on Apr 
23rd, one from Aug 26th to 28th, two on Sept 4th and 5th and one from Sept 13th 
to 15th (AAB). Hainault Forest, singles on Sept 10th and Sept 23rd (MKD,SRP). 
Havering CP, a singing male on Apr 23rd (AAB,MKD,SRP); although seen in 
suitable breeding habitat the bird was thought to be a passage migrant. Rainham 
Marsh, one on Sept 24th (MKD). 

Hertford, one on Aug 21st (HBC). Hilfield Park Res, one on Sept 3rd (GSE,BC). 
Rye House Marsh, one on Sept 12th (DLg). Rye Meads, one on Sept 23rd (RMRG). 
St Albans, one on Apr 20th (SS). 

Brent Res, one on May 9th (ASMS). Brimsdown, one on Sept 21st (AM). Bushy 
Park, one on Apr 23rd (DH), Sept 4th (PG) and another on Sept 10th (DH). Enfield 
Lock, one on Sept 22nd (AM). Hampstead Heath, one on Apr 20th and two on 
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Apr 21st (PWD,WEO), singles on Aug 24th, Aug 28th, Sept 10th and Sept 15th 
(PWD,WEO,MAH). Rammey Marsh, singles on Sept 30th (SC,AM) and on Oct 
8th (SC). Ten Acre Wood, two from Sept 23rd to 30th (AY,MP). Vicarage Farm, 
Enfield, singles on Aug 22nd, 24th, Aug 29th to 31st, two on Sept 12th and 13th 
and one on Sept 20th (RMC,RJW). Wormwood Scrubs, one on Sept 4th (DLo). 
Inner London: Park Road, NW1, one on May 5th (RG). Regent’s Park, one on 
Apr 21st, one on Apr 25th, singles on Aug 30th and Sept 13th (ARD,DJ). 
Horton GP one on Apr 29th (DJM). Wraysbury GP, one trapped on Sept 2nd 
(RRG). 

Chipstead Lake, one on Sept 23rd (TRS). Dartford Marsh, three on Sept 9th 
(AJM,BEW,DW) and one on Sept 28th (BEW). Ruxley GP, one on Apr 8th (SJG). 
Beddington SF, singles on Sept 13th and 19th (BBR). Belair Park, one on Apr 
10th (PB). Croydon, one on Apr 25th (JJW). Elmbridge Leisure Centre, one on 
Sept 17th (NJM). Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 20th (GWJH), three on Sept 10th 
(SWG,GWJH,PK) and one on Sept 30th (SWG), the spring bird was in the same 
bush on the same date as in 1994!. Richmond Park, one on Sept 22nd (JBy). 
Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne, one on Apr Ist (GJH). Whyteleafe, one on Apr 
12th (BJT). 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 


Status: regular passage migrant but now almost extinct as a breeding summer 
visitor. 
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There was one record of probable breeding at Rainham Marsh, the most recent 
site of confirmed breeding, although records of a bird at Dagenham Corridor from 
June 4th to 6th and two on the unusual date of June 30th at Beddington SF are 
intriguing. The first bird of spring occurred on the slightly early date of Apr 12th 
at Queen Mother Res (B). There were no records of more than two birds at a site, 
and numbers were low with approximately 70 bird/days reported at 29 sites, a 
small decrease compared to 1994. The last bird of spring, apart from those 
mentioned above, was at Sewardstone on May 24th. 


Winey Hil aii 
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AY ye | | 1 A 
VA r' |THE 


In the autumn, passage started on the early date of July 2nd with one at Vicarage 
Farm, Enfield. A male was at Queen Elizabeth II Res on July 8th and there were 
other July records at Brimsdown and Chingford Plain on the 21st. There were no 
further records until singles on Aug 10th and | 1th. This large gap in records surely 
suggests that the June and July records did not involve normal passage migrants 
and raises the possibility of a few pairs attempting to breed, either in, or just 
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outside the London Area. Migration commenced properly on Aug 1 8th and there 
were a steady stream of records until the first week of September, when there was 
a large increase with several sites holding more than ten birds during September. 
The maximum counts were 16 at Fairlop Plain (E) on Sept Ist, South Norwood CP 
on Sept 5th and Dartford Marsh on Sept 20th. Passage ended in October with just 
two birds seen after the 11th - singles at Watford on Oct 17th and the last at 
Hampton Court Park on Oct 28th. The total in autumn was approximately 700 
bird/days reported from 67 sites. The number of autumn records was 27% up on 
1994 but the seasonal ratio stretched to ten to one in favour of the autumn (compared 
with 6.5:1 in 1994). Where sites hold a number of birds for several days an 
indication by observers as to their estimate of the total bird/days would help 
with analysis of the volume of passage. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on May 4th and one from Aug 26th to 31st 
(ARD,DJ). 

Inner London: Battersea PS, one from Sept 3rd to Sept 16th and two on Sept 8th 
(BM). : 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Status: localised breeding resident, regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The number of pairs recorded in the breeding season was 18-20 at six sites. The core 
site in the Thames marshes area, Rainham Marsh, held 11-12 breeding territories 
representing a small recovery, which was reflected by the return of at least one pair 
on the south side of the river. Again it was encouraging to see at least six pairs at four 
sites in Surrey. Juveniles were recorded at two other sites, possibly indicating breeding 
nearby. Records were received from a total of 62 sites, a slight decrease on 1994. 
Breeding, passage, and winter records are summarised below. 


Breeding was noted only at Rainham Marsh, | 1-12 pairs, a small increase over 
1994. Wintering records at the following sites: Barking Bay (5), Berwick Ponds 
(1), Dagenham Chase (1), Holyfield Hall Farm (2) King George V Res (1), and 
Rainham Marsh (10). Passage was noted as follows: Barking Bay, two in spring. 
Berwick Ponds, two in spring. Dagenham Chase, two in spring and one in autumn. 
Essex Filter Beds, one in spring. King George V Res, three in autumn. 
Walthamstow Marsh, up to five in autumn. Walthamstow Res, one in autumn. 
Wintering records at the following sites: Colney Heath (2), Rye Meads (2) and 
Tyttenhanger GP (2). 

In the breeding season a juvenile at Osterley Park on July 7th could indicate a 
local breeding pair. Wintering records at the following sites: Bedfont Lakes (1), 
Brent Res (1). Brimsdown (2), Bushy Park (7), Downe Barns Farm (1), Fryent CP 
(1), Hampton Court Park (1), Hounslow Heath (2), Perry Oaks SF (4), Rammey 
Marsh (5), Staines Res (2) and Tottenham Marsh (4). Passage other than wintering 
birds was noted as follows: Bushy Park, numbers peaked at six at the end of 
February and eight in October. Downe Barns Farm, two in autumn. Hampstead 
Heath, one in autumn. Osterley Park, two in autumn. Parkside Farm, two in 
autumn. Ponders End Lake, one in autumn. Rammey Marsh, up to four in autumn. 
Tottenham Marsh, numbers peaked at three at the end of February and four in 
October. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, two in spring and three in autumn. 

Wintering records of one at Iver and two at Wraysbury GP. Spring records of 
singles at Horton GP and Wraysbury GP. 
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Breeding occured at Dartford Marsh where there was probably just one pair. 
Wintering birds were noted as follows: Dartford Marsh (4), Erith Marsh (3), Hall 
Place Gardens, Crayford, (2), Stone Marsh (2), Swanscombe Marsh (2) and 
Thamesmead (1). There were two spring records: two at Bessells Green and one 
at Sevenoaks Reserve. 

Breeding season records occurred at the following sites: Barn Elms Res, a juvenile 
on the early date of July 2nd. Beddington SF, three juveniles in July were locally 
bred. Hersham GP, one pair bred. Richmond Park, three pairs bred. Walton Heath, 
one pair bred. Wintering records were: Barn Elms (up to 5), Beddington SF (up to 
7), Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne (1), Hersham GP (1), Holmethorpe SP (3), 
Richmond Park (7), South Norwood CP (3), Warlingham (1) and Whyteleafe (1). 
Passage was evident at several sites: Barn Elms, one in spring. Beddington SF, 
peaks of five in March and seven in October. Cheam, one in spring. Chertsey 
Meads, one in spring. Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne, an increase to three in spring. 
Holmethorpe SP, one in spring and four in autumn. South Norwood CP peaks of 
nine in spring and four in autumn. Warlingham peaks of six in spring and two in 
autumn. /nner London: Battersea PS, one from Oct 12th to 14th (BM). 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Status: common passage migrant and very occasional breeding visitor. 


The first bird of spring was on Mar 7th at Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne. Six 
birds arrived on Mar 12th but only a further six in the next week. After this records 
were widespread and at least 204 bird/days were recorded in March. A steady 
flow of birds continued and in April up to the 10th there were approximately 200 
bird/days reported. As in 1994 there were few arrivals in the next ten days with 
only 22 bird/days reported in this period. From Apr 20th to May 2nd passage was 
widespread, with a further 318 bird/days and after this a trickle of 43 bird/days 
ending with the last spring migrant on May 29th at Dartford Marsh (K). The overall 
spring total of 787 reported bird/days at 76 sites was 5% higher than 1994 and the 
highest since 1989. The highest number reported was 18 at Barn Elms Res on Apr 
3rd. 


Autumn migration commenced on July 25th at Queen Elizabeth II Res, with another 
July record of one at Hilfield Park Res on 30th. Numbers were small and no site 
reported more than five on any day. There were 78 bird/days in August, 127 in 
September and 38 in October. Birds were recorded from 41 sites in autumn with at 
least 245 bird/days being recorded, the highest since 1991. The last record came 
from Wm Girling Res where one was present from Nov 9th to Nov 11th, the only 
November record. All Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Mar 31st, ten on Apr 3rd, singles on Apr 
4th, 22nd, 25th, 28th, two on 29th and singles on Apr 30th and May Ist, two on 
Aug 24th and 25th, singles on Aug 26th, 29th and 30th and from Sept 2nd to Sept 
Sth (ARD,DJ). 

Inner London: Battersea PS, six on 24th, singles on Mar 25th and Apr 5th, two on - 
Apr 7th and 9th, 12 on Apr 12th, one on Apr 20th, 15 on Apr 21st, ten on Apr 
23rd, singles on Apr 25th and 27th, three on Sept 4th, two on Sept 9th, singles on 
Sept 12th, 13th and 15th (BM). 


There were at least seven records of birds showing the characteristics of the 
Greenland race O.o. leucorrhoa. 
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Rainham Marsh, two on May Sth (MKD). Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 29th 
(RMC). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 22nd, 25th and 28th (ARD,DJ). 

Barn Elms Res, two on May 2nd (JPPW), two on May 8th (BEBG) and one on 
May 18th (JPPW). 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Status: regular passage migrant, but never common. 


There were records of about 25 birds at 16 sites, almost exactly the average since 
1986 of 26 records per annum, which is more than three times the average for the 
previous 40 years. The first bird in spring arrived on Mar 12th at Barn Elms Res, 
equalling the earliest record since 1944, the other being at Ham Lands in 1990. 
There were a further 20 spring birds including two together at Beddington SF on 
Mar 25th. April records were spread throughout the month. Where the sex of 
spring migrants is given, ten were males and two females; whether this is a 
reflection of actual ratio of migrants in our Area or the distinctiveness of 
the males 1s open to conjecture. Autumn passage was confined to three records 
and the last bird of the year was Tottenham on Oct 16th. All records are given 
below. 


Hainault Forest, a male on Apr 10th (AAB). 

Colney Heath, a male from Apr 7th to Apr 10th (BLs). 

Brent Res, a male on Apr 21st (ASMS). Hampstead Heath, a male and a female in 
different areas on Apr 24th (MAH,WEO) and a second male on Apr 29th (MAH). 
Hounslow Heath, a male on Apr 6th (KLP). Staines Moor, a male on April 4th 
(PJ). Tottenham, Lordship Lane Recreation Ground, one on Oct 16th (PL). Trent 
Park, a male on Apr 22nd (RMC,RJW). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, a male on Apr 
29th (RMC,RJW). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Oct 6th (RG). 

Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 12th and two on Apr 3rd (BEBG). Beddington SF, a 
male on Mar 24th and a female on Mar 25th, then singles on Apr 6th, 15th and 
29th (BBR). Dulwich one on Apr 3rd and 4th (PB). South Norwood CP, one on 
Apr 24th (SNBR). Warlingham, one on Apr 17th (DLd). 


1994 Additional Record 
King George V Res, two on Oct 11th and one on 12th (RMC : 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
Status: abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The Blackbird is widespread throughout the city centre as well as suburban gardens 
and the rural habitats that ring our region. Evidence of migration came from three 
sites in October. Large counts and breeding surveys are given. 


Hainault Forest, numbers similar to 1994 when 60 pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 14 
pairs bred (same as in 1994). 

Hilfield Park Res, five pairs bred. Oak Hill Park, 29 on July Ist. Rye Meads, at 
least 15 territories. 

Bedfont Lakes, 16 on Apr 7th. Bushy Park, ten nests in CBC area. Hampstead 
Heath, a small influx of migrants noted in mid-October. Islington, TQ3284, 20 
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territories in one square kilometre. Queens Wood, Highgate, estimate of 100 
territories in May. /nner London: Buckingham Palace, nine territories. Regent’s 
Park, 20 on Nov Ist. St James’s Park, 11 territories. 

Bexley Wood, 20 on May 29th. Danson Park, 15 on Dec 26th. Darenth Valley 
Walk, 25 on Jan 2nd. Dartford Heath, 40 singing males in May. Hornfair Park, 
Charlton, an influx of 30 on Oct 30th. Ruxley GP, 18 on Nov 17th. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 23 on Mar 1 I th. 

Arbrook Common, 1|5 territories in CBC plot (12 in 1994). Ashtead Common, 25 
territories in CBC plot (23 in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, 20 territories in CBC 
plot (18 in 1994). Beddington SF, 37 breeding territories (24 in 1994); 40-50 flew 
S on Oct 20th. Bookham Common, ten territories in CBC plot. Elmbridge Leisure 
Centre, 20 on Nov | 1th. Long Ditton (Sugden Road), 16 territories in CBC plot 
(14 in 1994). Nower Wood, 15 territories in CBC plot (same as in 1994). Park 
Farm, Chessington, 14 territories in CBC plot (15 in 1994). Reigate Priory, 
maximum, 58 in June. Inner London: Bankside Reach, three resident pairs. 
Battersea Park, 50 on Jan 24th. Southbank, two resident pairs. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Status: regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The first two months of the year were generally unsettled with mild and 
exceptionally wet weather. March was much colder, with snow in the south of 
England at the beginning and end of the month. Yet another mild winter resulted 
in a lack of any large flocks of winter thrushes and in many areas a complete 
absence was noted. The highest counts of this period were of 200 at Delaford 
Park on Jan 14th, 200 at Bessels Green on Jan 15th and 200 at Sevenoaks Reserve 
on Jan 21st. The last record of the spring was of one at Amwell GP on May 7th. 
An odd record of one at Swanscombe Marsh on June 10th is a reminder of the 
breeding record in 1991. 


There were no August records, and although September was a cold month with a 
northerly influence, the first record of autumn was not until six at Downe Barns 
Farm on Sept 30th. October and November were mild months and the next record 
was not until Oct 21st, when there were 100 flying W over Hampstead Heath. The 
next day 100 flew W over Reigate Priory and 102 were at Brent Res on Nov 2nd; 
these were the only records of more than 100 in October and November. The 
species was very scarce until Dec 12th when there were 300 at Hornchurch CP 
and 300 at Havering CP on Dec 13th. Numbers during the rest of the year remained 
exceptionally low, although there were 200 at Downe Barns Farm on Dec 29th 
and the number at Havering CP had increased to 400. Overall this year 1s probably 
the poorest on record, for this species, both for wintering flocks and visible 
migration. Significant counts are shown below. 


Belhus Woods CP, 100 on Mar 25th. Clayton Hill, Nazeing, 128 on Jan 17th. 
Fishers Green, 150 on Jan 10th. Havering CP, 300 on Dec 13th and 400 on Dec 
30th. Hornchurch CP, 300 on Dec 12th. Paynes Lane GP, 102 on Dec 29th. 
Thorndon Park, 150 on Dec 27th. 

Brickendonbury, 105 on Jan 4th. Hertford Heath, 100 on | Jan 28th and 3\|st. 
Stanstead Abbotts GP, 140 on Feb 12th. 

Alexandra Park, 100 flew W on Dec 26th. Brent Res, 102 on Nov 2nd. Downe 
Barns Farm, 200 on Dec 29th. Hampstead Heath, 100 flew W on Oct 21st; apart 
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from this very few at either end of the year. Highway Farm, Harefield, 150 on Feb 
25th. Potters Bar, 117 on Feb 20th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, four on Mar 
23rd, six on Mar 25th, six on Nov 2nd, one on Nov Sth and 15 on Novy 13th. 
Colnbrook, 130 on Feb 17th. Delaford Park, 200 on Jan 14th and 175 on Mar 
13th. 

Bessels Green, 200 on Jan 15th. Foots Cray Woods, one on May 23rd was the last 
in spring. Sevenoaks Reserve, 200 on Jan 21st. Swanscombe Marsh, one on June 
10th. 

Holmethorpe SP, 100 on Feb 12th, 130 on Mar 14th and 150 on Dec 17th. 
Limpsfield, 150 on Mar Sth. Reigate Priory, 100 flew W on Oct 22nd. [nner London: 
Battersea Park, four on Nov 14th. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelus 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The decline of the Song Thrush was noted last year. The figures in London census 
plots show that a small improvement may have taken place, but long term the 
threats remain the same: changes in agricultural practice and garden chemicals. 


Collier Row, four or five pairs bred, a slight increase. Hainault Forest, 32-35 
breeding pairs, a slight increase. Rainham Marsh, three pairs bred (5 in 1993). 
Toot Hill, four pairs bred (same as in 1994). 

Amwell GP, 20 on Oct Ist. Hilfield Park Res, two or three pairs bred. Rye Meads, 
five territories; 15 on Nov 12th. 

Bedfont Lakes, two territories (3-4 in 1994). Bedford Park, two singing in May. 
Bushy Park, 11 pairs bred in CBC plot (7 in 1994). Crouch End Hill, four singing 
males on July 11th. Denham Court Park, nine singing birds on Nov 25th. Hampstead 
Heath, a small influx noted on Oct 10th of about ten birds and on Oct 22nd about 


_ 20 birds moving with other thrushes. /nner London: Regent’s Park, at least 12 on 
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Sept 30th, ten on Oct 17th. St James’s Park, five territories. 

Dartford Heath, 18 singing males in May. 

Arbrook Common, four pairs bred in CBC plot (5 in 1994). Ashtead Common, six 
territories in CBC plot (same as in 1994) Barwell Court, six pairs bred in CBC 
plot (same as in 1994). Beddington SF, 13 territories in breeding survey (10 in 
1994). Bookham Common, one territory in CBC plot; six singing males on June 
15th. Nonsuch Park, a study of Song Thrushes showed that seven birds 1n January 
were all of the British sub-species ['p.clarkei, and not migrants. Nower Wood, 


_ seven pairs in CBC plot (10 in 1994). Park Farm, three pairs beds in CBC plot (2 


in 1994). Wimbledon Common, 13 on Dec 3rd. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


No significant flocks were reported during January, which was a very mild and 
wet month; the largest counts at this time were 100 at Horton CP on Jan 2nd and 
140 at Sevenoaks Reserve on Jan 28th. In February, which was also mild, 
Redwings were described as very scarce by several observers, maximum counts 
being 250 at Limpsfield and 200 at Bessels Green on Feb 5th and 100 at Bushey 
on Feb 26th. The cold snap in March brought a few more birds in and there were 
200 at Dartford Marsh on the 13th and 100 at Richmond Park from Mar 13th to 
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Mar 25th. After this numbers dropped away and there were very few April records. 
The last bird of spring was at Regent’s Park on Apr 30th. 


The first arrival in autumn was on Sept 21st at South Norwood CP, but very few 
birds were noted from only five sites until Oct 13th. The first major movements 
were noted at various sites on Oct 21st and 22nd, with 2,000 flew SW in one hour 
at Hainault Forest on the 21st and 500 moving W at Hampstead Heath on the 
22nd. Smaller numbers were noted from several sites at this time. A further influx 
on Novy 2nd saw 500+ fly over Aldenham and 680 moving NW between 07.00 and 
08.30 hrs at Tottenham. From then numbers were low until Dec 17th when there 
were at least 400 at Holmethorpe SP. On Dec 23rd 240 flew over Foots Cray 
Meadows in 30 minutes, 340 flew NE over Holmethorpe SP and 300 were at 
Tolworth Court Farm. The end of the month saw 250 at Downe Barns Farm on 
Dec 29th and there were scattered birds feeding in many areas. Significant counts 
and Inner London records are given below. 


Collier Row, 150 flew W on Nov 2nd. Hainault Forest, 2,000 flew SW in one hour 
on Oct 21st, 150 on Oct 22nd and 100 on Nov 4th. 

Aldenham, at least 500 flew over on Nov 2nd. Amwell GP, 120 on Noy 2nd. 
Brickendonbury, 109 on Jan 4th. Bushey, 100 on Feb 26th. Hilfield Park Res, 100 
on Dec 24th. Rye Meads, 200 on Oct 21st. Stocker’s Lake, described as very 
common in late December.. 

Brent Res, 184 on Nov 2nd. Downe Barns Farm, 250 on Dec 29th. Hampstead 
Heath, 1,500 moved W on Jan 21st, 500 W on Oct 22nd, then very few until the 
end of December. Hampton Court Park, 110 on Mar 15th. Tottenham, 680 moved 
NW between 0700 and 0830 hrs. Tottenham Cemetery, 108 flew N on Oct 22nd. 
Inner London: Green Park, one on Oct Ist. Hyde Park, five from Mar 10th to 25th. 
Kensington Gardens, seven on Feb 26th. Regent’s Park, six on Jan 3rd, 14 on Mar 
19th, 20 on Mar 29th, one on Apr 30th, one on Sept 27th, 30 on Oct 21st and 
22nd, 70 on Oct 30th, 25 on Nov 2nd and 120 on Nov 13th. 

Bessels Green, 200 on Feb 5th and 100 on Dec 30th. Dartford Marsh, 200+ on 
Mar 13th, Foots Cray Meadows, 240 over in 30 minutes on Dec 23rd. Sydenham, 
172 on Oct 30th. 

Holmethorpe SP, c400 on Dec 17th and 340 flew NE on Dec 23rd. Horton CP, 
100 on Jan 2nd. Limpsfield, 250 on Feb 5th and 110 flew NW on Oct 22nd. 
Reigate, Colley Hill, c100 on Dec 26th. Richmond Park, c100 from Mar 13th to 
25th. Sanderstead Church, 100 on Dec 30th. Sydenham Hill, 107 over on Oct 
30th. Tolworth Court Farm, 300 on Dec 23rd. West End Common, 200 on 
Nov 2nd. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Unlike the Song Thrush the Mistle Thrush population appears to be stable, having 
increased in the early part of the century to make use of suburban gardens and 
parks. Counts of post-breeding gatherings, local census counts and Inner London 
breeding records are given. 


Barking Marsh, 28 together on Aug 13th. Dagenham Chase, 11 on Oct 20th. 
Hainault Forest 15 pairs bred (same as 1994); 20 on Aug 19th. Rainham Marsh, 
two pairs bred, 21 on Aug 18th. Sewardstone, 33 on Jan 29th. Wm Girling Res, 
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20 on July 16th. 

Panshanger Park, 14 pairs bred (9 in 1994). 

Alexandra Park, six pairs bred (3 in 1994). Brent Res, 15 on Sept 4th. Bushy Park, 
two pairs bred in CBC plot; 20 on Aug 27th. Hampton Court Park, 22 on Sept 
10th. Hendon, Copthall Fields, 39 on July 15th. Osterley Park, 20 on July 30th. 
Pymmes Park, Edmonton, 27 on Aug 14th. Trent Park, 29 on Sept 29th. /nner 
London: Buckingham Palace, one territory. Hyde Park, ten on Oct 7th. Regent’s 
Park, 20 on Oct 22nd. St James’s Park, one pair. 

Dartford Heath, five territories in May. Foots Cray Meadows, 12 on Aug 29th. 
Hall Place Gardens, ten on Nov 17th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 16 on Mar | Ith. 
Arbrook Common, two territories in CBC plot (1 in 1994). Ashtead Common, one 
territory in CBC plot (none in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, three territories in CBC 
plot (same as in 1994). Bookham Common, three singing males on Mar 3rd, one 
territory in CBC plot (same as in 1994). Cannon Hill Common, New Maldon, 11 
on Aug 16th and 23rd. Holmethorpe SP, four territories (three in 1994). Lonsdale 
Road Res, 25 on Sept Ist. Nower Wood, one pair in CBC plot (same as in 1994). 
Park Farm, one pair bred in CBC plot (three in 1994). Inner London: Battersea 
Park, a pair with two young in a nest on the late date of Sept 30th. 


Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 


Status: scarce migrant, winter visitor and breeding species, subject to periodic 
colonisation. 


Berwick Ponds, one from Oct 29th into November (MKD et a/). 
Rye House Marsh, one on Oct 28th (DLg). Rye Meads, one on June 10th (LVPB). 


After a blank showing in 1994, a welcome return for this species. A full analysis 
of the status of this species in the London Area was given in the 1994 LBR. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 


Status: scarce passage migrant and breeding summer visitor mainly in the north 
and east of the Area. 


Spring was dominated by an excellent series of records at Wraysbury GP 
where up to 12 singing males were present (Apr 29th). How many of these 
stayed to breed is open to conjecture. Elsewhere, there was a typical spread 
of singing spring birds in mid and late April into early May. The record at 
Highbury Fields is most notable as this is a very urban location. The first 
birds of the year were at South Norwood CP and Warlingham on the early 
date of Apr 12th and the last was at Rainham Marsh on Sept 2nd. All records 
are given. 


Chingford Plain, one singing on May 3rd. Fishers Green, one singing on May 2nd 
and 7th. Hornchurch CP, up to four singing males in late April an May. Rainham 
Marsh, one on Sept 2nd. 

Amwell GP, one singing on Apr 15th. Bowyer’s GP, one singing on May Ist. Rye 
Meads, up to four singing males in the breeding season, of which two were paired 
and bred; one on Aug 26th. 

Brent Res, one singing on May 3rd. Highbury Fields, one singing on Apr 23rd. 
Hounslow Heath, one singing from Apr 23rd to 30th. 
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Wraysbury GP, a superb series of spring records started with one from Apr 17th 
to 21st; then eight singing on Apr 23rd and 28th, 12 singing on Apr 29th, four 
singing on Apr 30th, eight singing on May 6th, one on May 7th and 8th , five on 
May 27th and two in much of June. 

Chipstead Lake, one on Aug 14th. Dartford Marsh, one or two singing birds from 
Apr 24th to 30th. 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 23rd. Horton CP, one singing male from Apr 1 6th into 
July. South Norwood CP, one singing from Apr 12th to 15th and again on Apr 
21st; one on Aug 9th. Warlingham, one singing at Court Farm from Apr 12th to 
28th. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Status: common and widespread migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


Most observer comments continued to indicate increasing breeding populations. 
During a special survey at Rainham Marsh no less than 105 territories were counted 
and when this is combined with the large number at nearby Berwick Ponds, then 
this area of Essex certainly contains a huge density of this species. Attention is 
also drawn to the very interesting results of a special survey at Wraysbury GP. 


The first bird of the year was at Wraysbury GP on Apr 2nd, but most birds arrived 
after Apr 20th. The last was at Dartford Marsh on Oct 2nd. The species is 
undoubtedly under-recorded but localities with ten or more pairs or singing males 
(totals in parentheses) and Inner London records are given. 


Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (50). Fishers Green (12). Hornchurch CP (10). 
Rainham Marsh (105). 

Amwell GP (10). Rye Meads (68). 

Broadwater GP (10). Rammey Marsh (16). Tottenham Marsh (14). nner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on nine dates between Apr 22nd and May 29th (ARD,D)J). 
Wraysbury GP, a special study by the Runnymede Ringing Group revealed 37 
singing males. By the end of the study there were 13 active nests out of 29 located 
but the predation rate was very high (55%) with small mammals, and weasels in 
particular, being cited. 

Beddington SF (11). 


Marsh Warbler _ Acrocephalus palustris 
Status: rare summer visitor and passage migrant, more regular in recent years. 


1994 was the third exceptional year in succession for this species with four records, 
compared to three in each of the previous two years. The presence of singing 
males for more than one day in the middle of the breeding season must give hope 
that this species will colonise the London Area. From being a very rare migrant 
only a few years ago, this species is now surely worth keeping an ear open for 
almost anywhere in the Area. All records are given. 


Perry Oaks SF, a singing male on June 24th and July Ist (CL). 

Beddington SE, one singing male from May 31st to July 30th with a second present 
from June 21st to 30th (BBR et al). Walton Res, a singing male from June 8th to 
10th (DMH er al), see photograph opposite p.128. 
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


As noted in last year’s LBR, the breeding population increased steadily from 
1988 to 1992, and seems to have stabilised since then. That trend was confirmed 
in 1994. A special survey at Rainham Marsh revealed an extraordinary 
number of territories. This species penetrates further into built-up London than 
Sedge Warbler, although there were no breeding records for Inner London this 
year. 


The first bird of the year was at Lonsdale Road Res on the very early date of Apr 
7th, with a scattering of records after this until the main arrival in the last week of 
April. The last bird of the year was at Dagenham Chase on Oct Ist. Localities with 
ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and all Inner London 
records are given: 


Belhus Woods CP (12). Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (100). Dagenham Chase 
(14). Essex Filter Beds (13). Hornchurch CP (10). Middlesex Filter Beds (27). 
Rainham Marsh (266). 

Hilfield Park Res (10). Stocker’s Lake (11). Rye Meads (45) 

Bedfont Lakes/GP (25). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 6th and two on 
May 8th (ARD,DJ). 

Tilehouse GP (17). Wraysbury GP (10). 

Ruxley GP (10). Swanscombe Marsh (22). 

Beddington SF (31). Walton Res (39). Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on 
May 15th, Aug 17th and Aug 25th (BM). 


Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 
Status: rare but annual passage migrant and winter visitor, formerly bred. 


Four new records, as well as three remaining from 1994 represents another good 
year, if not quite as good as 1994 when seven different birds at six localities 
were recorded. These records no doubt reflect the rapidly increasing British 
population which quadrupled between 1984 and 1994, probably as a result of mild 
winters and better heathland management. All of the new birds arrived 
in late autumn - a typical pattern. Also typical was the fact that the Beddington 
individual and the new bird at Richmond Park kept the company of 
Stonechats. 


This year’s four new records brings the total number of records of this species in 
the London Area since 1939 to 24 or 25 and it has been recorded every year since 
1987. 


Bushy Park, a pair remaining from 1994 was seen to Feb 25th with the female 
until Mar 10th (MBe et a/). Rammey Marsh, a female remaining from 1994 was 
seen on Jan Ist and a female on Oct 8th, 12th and 21st (AM,SC). Upper Halliford, 
one on Nov 6th and 30th (JAS). 

Beddington SF, one from Oct 31st to Nov 14th (BBR ef a/). Richmond Park, the 
female present from 1994 stayed until Jan 8th, then a male on Nov 13th and 29th 
and one on Dec 30th (MBe,NSB et al). 
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The few breeding reports received indicated that the breeding population is stable. 
The first bird of the year was at Elmbridge Leisure Centre on Apr 14th but most 
sites recorded their first birds in the last week of April. 


There were some good autumn passage records and these included ten at Brent 
Res on Aug 12th, 40 at Wraysbury GP on Aug 19th and 18 trapped there on Sept 
2nd, 12+ at Hampstead Heath on Sept 2nd, ten at Holmethorpe SP on Sept 2nd; 
the latter date was an exceptional day for migrants in the London Area - see 
elsewhere for details. At the end of the autumn one was at Trent Park on Oct 8th, 
followed by a very late individual at Tottenham Marsh on Nov 25th. Inner London 
records are given where the species must be under-recorded. 


Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Aug 2nd and four on Sept Ist. Regent’s 
Park, in spring singles on Apr 30th, May Ist, 4th and 7th 24th; in autumn recorded 
on 15 dates between Aug 24th and Sept 22nd, mostly singles but four on Sept 4th. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


An enormous increase in breeding populations was apparent in 1994. To illustrate 
this there were 106 territories at Rainham Marsh compared to 65 in 1994 and 73 at 
Beddington SF compared to 48 in 1994. The vast majority of observers reported 
increases with populations re-establishing themselves in areas where they have 
not bred for many, many years. There is no doubt that the breeding population of 
this warbler in the Area is the now the highest since the infamous ‘crash’ in the 
late 1960s. 


The first birds recorded were on Apr 7th at Littlebrook Lake and Wraysbury GP 
with a steady arrival between then and Apr 20th after which the main spring deluge 
occurred. In autumn, a very strong passage was reported which included birds on 
31 dates at Hampstead Heath between Aug 5th and Sept 21st, an excellent series 
at Rye Meads which included 20 on Aug Sth, 25 on Aug 9th, 30 on Aug 12th and 
20 on Aug 20th, an enormous 70+ at Wraysbury GP on Aug 19th and 25 trapped 
there on Sept 2nd and 25 to 35 present at Beddington SF in early August. The last 
migrants of the year were at Brent Res on Oct 5th and finally at Romford on Oct 
Sth. Localities with ten or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and 
Inner London records are given. 


Barking Marsh (15). Bedford Park (10). Belhus Woods CP (15-20). Berwick Ponds/ 
Ingrebourne Valley (70+). Corbets Tey (15-20). Cranham Marsh (12). Dagenham 
Chase (22). Hainault Forest (20+). Havering CP (10). Hornchurch CP (35). North 
Ockendon (12+). Rainham Marsh (106). 

Bricket Wood (15). Rye Meads (14). 

Hounslow Heath (31). Lower Feltham (20). Rammey Marsh (12). Vicarage Farm, 
Enfield (11). Inner London: Compayne Gardens, NW6, singing male from Apr 
30th to late May at least. Regent’s Park, in spring two on May Ist and one on May 
4th and 7th; in autumn recorded on ten dates between Aug 14th and Sept 20th. 
Wraysbury GP (20). 

Crockenhill (13). Dartford Heath (19). Swanscombe Marsh (10). 
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Beddington SF (73). Ham Lands (29). Molesey Heath (11). Wimbledon Common 
(18). Inner London: Hays Wharf, one on Sept 16th. South Bermondsey BR 
Station, one on Sept 9th. Surrey Docks, three singing males on May 3rd. Battersea 
Park, singles on June 8th and Aug 22nd. 


Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


There were no comments at all received on breeding status and more breeding 
information would be appreciated. The largest number of territories recorded were 
14 at Hainault Forest, 11 at Rye Meads and eight at Wimbledon Common. 


The first bird of the year was at Wraysbury GP on Apr 15th and the last birds were 
at Crystal Palace Park and Dagenham Chase on Oct 3rd. Autumn passage was 
widely reported and included 30 at Rye Meads on Aug Sth with 20 there on Aug 
9th and 12th and 25 at Wraysbury GP on Aug 5th. At Hampstead Heath birds 
were seen on 18 dates between Aug 6th and Sept 2nd - described as ‘not prolific’. 
Perhaps surprisingly, this species was only recorded at one site on the ‘big fall’ 
day of Sept 2nd although it should be remembered that this is later than the main 
passage period for Garden Warblers. Inner London records are given. 


Inner London: Bernie Spain Gardens, Bankside, one on Apr 28th. Regent’s Park, 
in spring singles on Apr 21st and 29th, May 2nd, 3rd, 6th and 15th; in autumn 
recorded on eight dates between Aug 14th and Sept 15th with a maximum of five 
on Aug 26th. 

Inner London: Battersea Park, one on July 30th, two on Aug 13th and one on Aug 
17th. 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 


Status: very common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor, increasingly 
widespread in winter. 


After the enormous expansion in the breeding population in recent years there 
was some evidence that this stabilised in 1994. The well monitored sites of Berwick 
Ponds, Hainault Forest and Hampstead Heath all reported similar breeding numbers 
in 1995 to those in 1994. It does of course remain the commonest warbler in most 
areas. With so many wintering birds present at the beginning and the end of the 
year it is impossible to identify the first and last migrants, but in spring the first 
multiple arrivals were in early April. 


A tabular summary of winter records, with Inner London records, are given below. 


Inner 

Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
January - 
Individuals 1 1 13 ] 2 2 Dy 47 
Localities | 8 1 1 2 12 26 
February 
Individuals - 2 6 el l 3 25 38 
Localities - 2 5 1 2, 13 24 
November 
Individuals - | 8 1 | 7 5) 2 
Localities - ] 5 1 ] 5 4 17 
December 
Individuals - 5 14 ] 4 6 14 44 
Localities - 5 8 ] 2 5 9 30 
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The number of birds present in the 
early winter period largely mirrored 
those in late 1994 -fairly low totals 
by recent standards. At the end of 
the year it was much more 
widespread with the very mild Pe ZA 
weather no doubt aiding survival. LL 


ITZ 


Gardens, Bankside, one on Mar 
23rd. Buckingham Palace, one on 
Apr 24th. Kensington Gardens, two 
singing males in May and June. 
Regent’s Park, up to six present in spring and autumn. 
Inner London: Battersea Park, one on many dates from January to March, up to 
three singing males in May and one on Dec 12th. 
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Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 


Status: scarce passage migrant mainly in spring, and irregular breeding summer 
visitor. 


A very poor spring was followed by one of the best autumns on record. This 
species is normally scarce and difficult to locate at this time of the year but not 
during 1995 when autumn records outnumbered those in spring by two to one. 
The autumn series at Regent’s Park was especially noteworthy, for the second 
consecutive year, and this Inner London site is now surely the best place to see 
Wood Warblers in the Area. 


The first bird of the year was on Apr 24th at Regent’s Park and the last on Sept 
26th at Battersea Park. All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, one on Aug 6th and 13th. Epping Forest, one at Warren Pond on 
Aug 16th. Hainault Forest, one singing male on May 6th and one on Sept Ist. 
Havering CP, one on Aug 21st and 30th. 

Alexandra Park, one on Aug 25th and 26th, two on 27th, singles on 28th, Sept 7th 
and 8th. Hampstead Heath, one on Aug 13th, two on Aug 28th and one on Sept 
2nd. Tottenham Cemetery, one on Aug 23rd. Trent Park, a singing male on May 
Ist. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 24th, May 2nd, May 20th, July 
21st, Aug 27th, two on Sept 3rd, singles from Sept 4th to 7th, three on Sept 10th 
and one on Sept 21st (ARD, DJ). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 30th. Dulwich Golf Course, one on Apr 29th. Epsom 
Common, one pair bred producing one young. River Ember at East Molesey, one 
on May Ist. Wimbledon Common, one on Apr 30th. Inner London: Battersea 
Park, singles on Aug 8th and Sept 8th and two on Sept 26th (BM). 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 


Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor; 
increasingly widespread 1n winter. 


Breeding records from well monitored sites suggest that the populations continues 
to increase. For example, Hainault Forest, 35 territories compared to 31 1n 1994, 





\BOVE: Marsh Warbler at Walton Res, June 1995 


SELOW LEFT: Snow Bunting at Queen Mother Res, November 1995 (JA. Simpson) 
3ELOW RIGHT: Sanderling at Queen Mother Res, May 1995 (J.A Simpson) 
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Wimbledon Common, 38 territories compared to 30 in 1994, Arbrook Common, 
ten territories compared to six in 1994 and Ashtead Common, 12 territories 
compared to ten in 1994. 


With so many wintering birds present throughout the Area at the beginning and 
the end of the year it is difficult to identify with certainty the first and last migrants, 
but there did seem to be a multiple arrival on Mar 4th. In autumn, there was an 
early passage peak in mid-August when there were 50 at Hainault Forest on 13th 
and 50 at Wraysbury GP on 19th and a distinctly larger second peak in early 
September. Notable counts in the latter period included 50 (26 trapped) at 
Wraysbury GP on Sept 2nd, 50 at Hainault Forest the next day, 40 in Regent’s 
Park on Sept 10th and 60 at Hainault Forest also on 10th. Later in the month the 
best count was 40 at Rye Meads on 23rd. Passage tailed off quickly in October but 
there were two double figure counts both in Regent’s Park - 15 on 2nd and 12 on 
Sth. 


A widespread phenomenon in autumn 1995 was the widespread presence of birds 
with an unfamiliar sharp “pseeeeuu” call (vaguely recalling Greenish Warbler). 
At Hampstead Heath for example these birds were as common as ‘normal’ 
Chiffchaffs with ten present on one day. It has been suggested that these birds 
may be of the disputed race ‘fu/vescens’ - if anyone knows please let the editor 
know! ! 


A tabular summary of winter records, with Inner London records, are given below. 


Inner 

Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
January 
Individuals | 8 16 | 5 7 7 45 
Localities 1 4 6 3 4 6 25 
February 
Individuals 4 17 10 - 5 8 7 5] 
Localities 2 6 7 - 3 6 6 30 
November 
Individuals 7 4 iL7/ 2 6 12 1] 59 
Localities 5 Dy: 12 yD, 3 5 7 36 
December 
Individuals 10 8 36 2 8 20 7) 105 
Localities 5 6 13 D, 4 9 7 46 


The very large number present in late 1994 was reflected in records received in 
early 1995 when a similar number were reported. Late in the year numbers were 
again very high, with the 105 individuals representing the second highest winter 
count since these figures were first published in 1981. Multiple winter occurrences 
included ten at Rye Meads on Feb Ist and seven at Broadwater GP on Jan 30th, 15 
at Broadwater GP on Dec 26th (probably the largest ever winter count of this 
species in the Area) and 12 on Dec 28th. 


Birds showing characteristics of one of the northern/eastern races, perhaps fristis, 
were reported from Broadwater GP on Mar 25th and Beddington SF on Nov 19th. 
Birds resembling the Scandinavian abietinus race were reported from Wraysbury 
GP on Apr 9th and two at Hampstead Heath on Oct 17th. 


Inner London: Bankside Reach, singles on Apr 4th, Sept 22nd and 29th. Battersea 
Park, one on Jan 11th, one on Mar 12th, two on Apr 6th; autumn passage from 
- Aug 8th to Nov 7th with peak of 12 on Sept 12th; one on Dec 3rd. Buckingham 
Palace, singles on Apr 24th, Sept 13th and Oct 8th. New Cross Gate NR, two 
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singing on Apr 15th. Regent’s Park, spring passage from Mar 24th to May 30th: 
probably bred; autumn passage Aug 26th to Nov 2nd with peaks of 40 on Sept 
10th and 20 on Sept 21st and 27th. St James’s Park, several records in September 


1994 Additional Records 
Rammey Marsh, one on Nov 2nd and Sth. 
Holmethorpe SP, one from Jan Ist to 12th. 


Both the above records refer to birds showing characteristics of one of the eastern 
races, most probably tristis. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


After several years of being in the doldrums. this species may have staged 
something of a comeback in 1995 with a number of encouraging reports of breeding 
increases - at Wimbledon and Ashtead Commons for example. The large count 
from Dartford Heath was also very notable. 


The first bird of the year was at Staines Moor on the typical date of Mar 24th. 
Most spring birds arrived from Apr 3rd onwards.In autumn, passage was fairly 
constant from mid-August to mid-September with a peak count of 70 on Sept 2nd 
at Wraysbury GP. Other large autumn counts included 40 at Wraysbury on Aug 
12th, 30 at Hampstead Heath on Aug 22nd, 28th and 29th, 30 at Regent’s Park on 
Sept Ist and 10th with 50 there on 11th and 12th and 40 at Battersea Park on Sept 
12th. On Aug 29th, a very grey northern type bird was present at Hampstead 
Heath with c30 ‘normal’ birds (WEO). The last bird of the year was at Wraysbury 
GP on Oct 21st. 


Localities with twenty or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses), and 
Inner London records are given. 


Belhus Woods (12-15). Berwick Ponds (15). Dagenham Chase (12). Fishers Green 
(10). Havering CP (20) - down from 25 in 1994. Hainault Forest (48) - down from 
58 in 1994. 

Stanmore Common (20). /nner London: Bankside Reach, singles on Apr 7th and 
14th, Aug 29th, two on Aug 31st and singles on Sept 6th and 22nd. Hyde Park, 
two singing on Apr 21st and one on Aug 20th. Regent’s Park, spring passage from 
Apr 3rd with a maximum of ten on Apr 21st; autumn passage from July 14th to 
Sept 27th with a series of double figure counts in late August and early September 


peaking with 50 on Sept 1 1th. St James’s Park, singles on May 10th and July 20th. 


Wraysbury GP (30). > 

Dartford Heath (40). 

Ashtead Common (20). Epsom Common (28). Wimbledon Common (33). /nner 
London: Battersea Park, one on Apr 4th and two on 6th; autumn passage from 
Aug 22nd to Sept 30th with a peak of 40 on Sept 12th. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Status: breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


A good total of 108 breeding pairs or territories was reported, back to a similar 
level as in 1993 after the disappointing total last year. This represents a doubling 
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of the total reported since 
1992. The Herts sector was 
much better reported this 
year with one observer 
(CME) putting in a sterling 
effort to locate territories. 


The largest number of i 
territories reported was at. / 


Wimbledon Common (10) 
and as usual the largest 
parties of autumn migrants 
were at Hainault Forest. 
Breeding season records 
(number of pairs or 
territories in parentheses), 
parties of more than twenty p DL 

and a summary of Inner London records, where breeding was recorded in Regent’s 
Park, are given below. Please continue to contribute all records from the breeding 
season. 






Belhus Woods CP (1-2). Hainault Forest (3); monthly maxima of 30 in September, 
100 in October and 50 in November. Havering CP (6-7); up to 40 in October and 
December. Collier Row, Romford (1). 

Aldenham Church (1). Aldenham (4). Berrygrove Wood (4). Bricket Wood (5). 
Garston (5). Grove Mill (1). Hilfield Park Res (3-5). North Watford Library (1). 
Potters Crouch Plantation (6). Stocker’s Lake (1). Verulamium Lake (2). Wall 
Hall (2). Whithern Park (1). 

Bedford Park (1). Bushy Park (1). Finsbury Park (1). Hampstead Heath (5+). 
Hounslow Heath (1). Tottenham Cemetery (2). Trent Park (6). Inner London: 
Bankside Reach, one on Nov 29th. Buckingham Palace, one or two from August 
to November. Regent’s Park (3); seven on Sept 22nd. St James’s Park, singles in 
February and October. 

Black Park (6+). Iver Heath (1). 

Bexley Wood (1). Bromley (1). Dartford Heath (2). Lullingstone Park (1). Orpington 
(1). 

Arbrook Common CBC (1). Barwell Court Farm CBC (1). Bookham Common 
(1). Epsom Common (1). Holmethorpe SP (3). Hook (1). Moorhouse (1). Oxted 
(1). Sanderstead (1). Wimbledon Common (10). /nner London: Battersea Park, 
ten on Jan Ist, 20 on Mar Sth and 20 on Oct 27th were the largest counts of the 
year. 


Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, rare breeder. 


Dagnam Park, a singing male on May 7th (CRJ). Fishers Green, one on Dec 26th 
(MD). Havering CP, one singing male present in April and May in the same area 
as last year (MKD). 

Cheshunt GP, one on Jan Ist (RGB). 

Alexandra Park, one on Mar 26th (AGr) and two from Nov 25th to year end 


- (DL,APBR et al). Bedfont Lakes, a female with a poor brood patch trapped on 
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May 13th (DGH). Brent Res, one on Oct 15th (SEB) and one from Nov 23rd to 
Dec 10th (ASMS er a/). Hampstead Heath, one on Dec 10th (MAH). /nner London: 
Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 24th, 28th and May 19th (ARD,DJ). 

Wraysbury GP, one trapped on Oct 14th (RRG). 

Barnes, one in Rodes Lane Cemetery on Feb 19th (JAt). Crystal Palace Park, 
one on Oct 3rd (DM). Dulwich Park, one on Apr 15th (PB). South Norwood CP, 
one from Apr Ist to 3rd (DJD et al). Wimbledon Common, one on Mar 11th 
(RHK) and one on Oct 28th (PG?t). Inner London: Battersea Park, one 
intermittently from Jan Ist to Mar 25th, gne on Sept 25th and Oct Ist, then 
singles on Nov 7th, 14th and Dec 13th (BM). 


The only records possibly indicating breeding came from Havering CP and Bedfont 
Lakes where a female with a brood patch was trapped on May 13th. It was generally 
a poor year for this species with a low number of migrants and winter visitors 
recorded. Interestingly, the most notable series came from Inner London - Battersea 
Park and Regent’s Park. Appearances in the Area of this little gem are always 
rather sporadic and unpredictable. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Status: declining breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The table below summarises the number of pairs reported in each county in 1995 
compared with each year from 1988 to 1994. There was a another large decrease 
in 1995 and although this species is under-recorded there can be little doubt that 
the long term decline continues and this was commented upon specifically by a 
number of observers. We make a special plea to contributors to send in all records 
suggestive of breeding. 


Inner 

Essex Herts ~ Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
1988 61 19 18 - - 1] 15 124 
1989 47 17 34 8 - 1] 15 131 
1990 23 10 20 3 - 5 il 77 
199] By T 20 - 8 6 Bis 
1992 43 i 31 2 v7 6 96 
1993 3 14 16 ] 3 l Le i 
1994 21 3 12 ] 6 5 8 57 
1995 16 3 6 - 3) 5 3 38 


There were no records in spring until the late date of May 6th when the first was 
recorded at Middlesex Filter Beds. Spring passage was poor and many sites did 


- not record birds until late May or early June. In autumn, notable double figure 


counts of migrants came again from Hampstead Heath which seems to hold a 
peculiar attraction for this species, although it is only a scarce breeder there now. 
Most sites had their last record in the final week of September but there were five 
October records this year with the last at Brent Res on Oct 10th. Inner London 
records are summarised below. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on May-16th, 27th and June 18th and in 
autumn a good passage of birds between Aug 23rd and Sept 28th with a maximum 
of seven on Sept 12th (ARD,DJ). 

Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on July 30th, Aug 20th and 25th an Oct Ist 
(BM). 
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Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, sometimes very scarce. 


The best year for a very long time for this species with about 60 records (much 
higher than the average of 42 records per year for the ten year period to 1993). 
Only seven of these records were in spring, with the first being a male at 
Bletchingley on Apr Sth. Autumn passage was very impressive, especially in late 
August, with a number of well watched sites producing a series of records. The 
widespread nature of this passage is exemplified by the number of birds which 
turned up in observer’s gardens. Sites in north London and Battersea Park produced 
especially good numbers. All records are given. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Apr 21st (MKD). Chingford Plain, two on Sept Ist (KM). 
Dagenham Chase, one from Sept 2nd to 7th (PM er a/). Dagnam Park, one on Aug 
13th, two on 19th and one on Sept 13th (per MKD). Hainault Forest, singles on 
Aug 13th (SRP) and 24th (MKD). Havering CP, one on Aug 21st (MKD). Nazeing 
GP, one on Aug 11th and 12th (WR). Rainham Marsh, one on Aug 25th (SRP). 
Romford, two in observer’s garden on Aug 18th and another on Sept 14th (KB). 
Woodford, one in observer’s garden on Sept 9th (KM). 

Cheshunt GP, one on Aug 19th (NA,AGm). Rye Meads, one on Aug 26th (RMRG). 
Alexandra Park, one on Aug 24th, two from 25th to 27th, one on 28th, one on Sept 
3rd, 4th and 10th (AGr,APBR ef a/). Brent Res, one on Aug 28th (LAB,ASMS). 
Bruce Castle Park, on Sept 25th (PL). Hampstead Heath, singles on Aug 6th, 7th, 
16th and 20th, three on 24th and 25th, one on 28th, one on Sept 2nd and | 1th and 
two on 12th (PWD,MAH,WEO). Horsenden Hill, one on Apr 30th (NB). Lordship 
Lane Recreation Ground, one on Aug 8th (PL). Pymmes Park, singles on Aug 
11th, 19th and 20th (RMC). Tottenham Cemetery, singles on Aug 3rd, 9th and 
19th, three on 20th, singles on Sept 2nd and 1 8th and two on 21st (DL,PL). West 
Ealing, one on Aug 16th (SRs). /nner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 24th, 
one on Aug 24th and 26th, two on 28th, singles on Sept Ist and 9th, three on 20th 
and one on 21st (ARD,DJ). 

Bessels Green, one in observer’s garden on Oct 8th (TRS). Crystal Palace Park, 
singles on Aug 19th and 21st (PB,DM). Maryon Wilson Park, Charlton, one on 
Sept 23rd (DM). Sevenoaks reserve, one on Apr 23rd (SWR). Thamesmead, one 
on Aug 21st (NRW). Wilmington, one on Apr 29th (GCN). Woolwich Common, 
one on Aug 6th (DM). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 30th (BBR). Bletchingley, one on Apr 5th (KBd). 
Hogsmill SF, one ringed on Aug 20th (MW). Holmethorpe SP, two on Sept 3rd 
(SWG,SR). Richmond Park, one on Aug 21st (JQ). South Croydon, one on Aug 
24th (RSPB). South Norwood CP, one from Sept 13th to 14th (DJD ef al). Inner 
London: Battersea Park, one on Aug 11th, two on 14th, one on 15th, five on 17th, 
three on 19th, one on 20th, three on 22nd, two on 23rd, three on 25th, two on 26th 
and five on 29th (BM). 


Bearded Tit ; Panurus biarmicus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor, very rare breeder. 


The pair present in April and May in Essex were not at the same site as last year 
but still gives hope for the species colonising the Area. Otherwise, records were 
all in autumn apart from a long-staying bird in Surrey. The flock of nine flying 
over Banstead Heath must have made a grand sight. 
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fe re VV Ne) fe . 
Locality withheld, a pair in April/May may have bred. 
Amwell GP, six on Oct 22nd, two from Oct 29th to Dec 17th with one remaining 
until the year end (BR,MI et a/). Broxbourne GP, five on Nov 26th (SHM). 

Banstead Heath, nine flew NW on Oct 28th (IPW). South Norwood CP, one 


remaining from 1994 was last seen on Jan 19th (DJD eral). 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Status: common and widespread resident. 


Larger counts and a summary of Inner London records are given below. More 
counts and breeding records of this common species would be appreciated. 


Dagnam Park, seven or eight pairs bred. Fishers Green, 50+ on Feb 21st. Hainault 
Forest, 40+ pairs bred (increase). Havering CP, 50 on Dec 13th. 

Cheshunt GP, 40 on Nov 22nd. Panshanger Park, ten pairs bred. Rye Meads, six 
pairs bred. 

Inner London: Holland Park, three pairs thought to have bred. Hyde Park, one 
pair bred. Regent’s Park, 50 on Sept 10th and 80 on Oct 22nd. St James’s Park, 
one pair bred. 

Wraysbury GP, 50 on Nov Ist. 

Dartford Heath, 27 territories. Foots Cray Meadows, 40 on Aug 27th. Sevenoaks 
reserve, 50 on May 21st. 

Holmethorpe SP, at least eight pairs bred. Reigate Priory, 46 on Jan Ist. Surbiton, 
40 on Sept 25th. Wimbledon Common, 65 on July 9th. Inner London: Battersea 
Park, bred; maximum count of 30 in November and December. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris 
Status: localised breeding resident 


The minimum number of breeding pairs reported in each county was as follows: 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
9 3) - : 6 18 


A disastrous total of only 18 1s certainly the worst ever on record and compares to 
27 in 1994 and 59 in 1993. Whilst coverage was poor in a number of sectors, there 
can be little doubt that the species continues to decline. Breeding numbers in 
Hainault Forest for example (the species’ stronghold in the Area) have now fallen 
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by 50% in the past ten years. The species appears to now be extinct in Middx with 
no records of any type at all during the year. Apart from the breeding birds at 
Hainault Forest, the largest counts were four at Panshanger Park on a number of 
dates, four territories at Bookham Common and four at Little Farleigh Green on 
Jan 20th. It would be most helpful if observers could contribute all records of 
this and the next species on a consistent basis. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 
Status: scarce and declining breeding resident. 


It gets worse and worse. After last year’s total of 17 sites reporting the species, a 
situation described in LBR 59 as ‘absolutely desperate’, the corresponding number 
this year was only 12. Whilst there must be some unreported pockets of this 
species in the Area, the situation is clearly very, very serious. Only one site 
reported the species as breeding. The histogram published in the 1993 LBR showed 
the number of sites reporting the species in the breeding season in 1970, 1980 
and every year since 1986. If this 1s updated with the 1993 and 1994 records the 
further decline is very obvious. Once again we would make a plea for all 
records to be submitted and we would be very interested to receive all 
comments on local status changes for this species, even from sites where it 
has been extinct for some time. 


All records are given. 


Dagnam Park, one throughout the year, but two were present on Aug Sth and 6th. 
Passingford Bridge, one on Mar 9th. 

Amwell GP, one from Oct Ist to 27th. Bricket Wood area, apparently “still present 
in the area”. Brookmans Park, two on Sept 3rd at Gobions Open Space. Cheshunt 
GP, one on Jan Ist. Panshanger Park, one on Mar 30th - “did not breed”. Rye 
Meads, singles on Feb 4th, June 27th, July 17th, 20th, Aug 4th, Dec 2nd and 30th. 
Sevenoaks reserve, one on Feb 26th and June 25th. 

Headley Heath, one on Nov 20th. Reigate Priory, singles on Feb 19th, Sept 3rd 
and Nov 5th. South Norwood CP, one on Jan 18th, Feb 10th and Sept 8th. 


Coal Tit Parus ater 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Like all of the common tit species, the Coal Tit is very under-recorded in the 
Area. Double figure breeding territory counts were received from Hainault Forest 
(25 pairs - stable), Hampstead Heath (c20 - stable), Havering CP (14) and 
Wimbledon Common (15 - 17 in 1994). At several CBC plots in Surrey, the species 
is either stable or increasing. Inner London records are given below. 


Inner London: Buckingham Palace, one territory. Regent’s Park, bred as usual. St 
James’s Park, one or two territories. 


Blue Tit ~ Parus caeruleus 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


A widespread, common breeding species which 1s very under-recorded. Breeding 
records from consistently monitored sites generally indicated a stable breeding 
population. Some selected breeding records and large counts are given. 
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Hainault Forest, cl110 pairs bred (further increase from 100 in 1994 and 80 in 
1993). Havering CP, 120 on Dec 13th. Middlesex Filter Beds, seven pairs bred (2 
in 1994). Rainham Marsh, ten pairs bred (12 in 1994). 

Haberdashers’ Girls School, 26 pairs bred in nestboxes from 68 provided (12 of 
which were occupied by Great Tits). Rye Meads, 12 pairs bred. 

Bushy Park, 16 nests in CBC area. Hampstead Heath, very widespread, 100+ 
pairs bred. Jnner London: Hyde Park, 20+ territories. Kensington Gardens, 15 
territories. Regent’s Park, many pairs bred. St James’s Park, eight territories. 
Dartford Heath, c50 territories. 

Arbrook Common, 16 territories in CBC plot (20 in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, 
16 territories in CBC plot (16 in 1994). Beddington SF, 14 territories (9 in 1994). 
Bookham Common, 20 territories in CBC plot. Long Ditton, 16 territories in CBC 
plot (11 in 1994). Nower Wood, 29 territories in CBC plot (41 in 1994). Park 
Farm, 25 territories in CBC plot (24 in 1994). 


Great Tit Parus major 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


As with the previous species, Great Tits are massively under-recorded. Some 
selected breeding records are given. 


Hainault Forest, c80 pairs bred (60 in 1993). 

Haberdashers’ Girls School, 12 pairs bred in nestboxes out of 68 provided (26 of 
which were occupied by Blue Tits). Rye Meads, 13 pairs bred. 

Bushy Park, 11 pairs bred in CBC plot. Jnner London: Holland Park, bred. Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens, bred widely. Regent’s Park, bred widely. St James’s 
Park, five territories. 

Dartford Heath, c24 territories. 

Arbrook Common, 15 territories in CBC plot (16 in 1994). Ashtead Common, 18 
territories (19 in 1994). Beddington SF, six territories (7 in 1994). Bookham 
Common, ten territories in CBC plot. Nower Wood, 21 territories in CBC plot (18 
in 1994). Park Farm, 15 territories in CBC plot (13 in 1994). 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


From the few records received, it seems that this species is stable or 
perhaps increasing again. It certainly seems to have stabilised in Hainault Forest 
after recent declines and at the stronghold of Hampstead Heath, there was no 
appreciable change of status. An encouraging increase was reported from 
Wimbledon Common. A selection of breeding counts and all Inner London records 
are given below. 


Bedfords Park, two or three pairs bred. Curtismill Green, three pairs bred. Hainault 
Forest, eight pairs bred (stable after recent decline). Havering CP, three pairs 
bred =a 

Garston, five pairs bred - recent decline. 

Broomfield Park, one pair bred. Bruce Castle Park, one pair bred. Bushy Park, 
two pairs bred. Hampstead Heath, 20+ territories. Osterley Park, one territory. 
Pymmes Park, two pairs bred. Tottenham Cemetery, one pair bred. nner London: 
Kensington Gardens, pair bred. Regent’s Park, singles on Jan 31st and July 4th. 
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Bexley Wood, two pairs bred. Dartford Heath, one pair bred. 

Arbrook Common, one territories in CBC plot (two in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, 
one territory (none in 1993). Dulwich area, ten territories. Nower Wood, three 
pairs in CBC plot (same as 1994). Wimbledon Common, nine territories (4 in 
1994). 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The largest number of breeding territories reported was again at Hampstead Heath 
with 25; the only other double figure count coming from Hainault Forest (18). As 
with Nuthatch it seems from the limited reports received that this species is stable 
or increasing. A selection of breeding counts and all Inner London records are 
given below. 


Bedfords Park, five pairs bred. Hainault Forest, c20 breeding territories. Havering 
CP, seven or eight pairs bred. 

Hampstead Heath, estimated 25 territories. Trent Park, six territories. Inner London: 
Kensington Gardens, one territory. Regent’s Park, singles on Aug 9th, Oct 24th, 
Nov Ist and Dec Sth. St James’s Park, one on June 18th. 

Arbrook Common, three territories in CBC plot (same as 1994). Holmethorpe SP, 
two pairs bred (same as 1994). Nower Wood, one territory in CBC plot (3 in 
1994). Wimbledon Common, five breeding territories (3 in 1994). 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
Status: rare but increasing passage migrant, mostly in May. 


Whipps Cross, one heard on May 25th (PF ef a/). 
Hampstead Heath, different singing males on May 21st (PWD) and 27th (MAH). 
Inner London: Battersea Park, a singing male on May 20th (BM). 


Four records of this splendid songster is a typical showing by recent standards and 
all records fell in the usual late May period. Hampstead Heath has now recorded 
this species in three consecutive springs and the Inner London record was very 
unusual indeed. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Status: rare migrant, mainly in autumn. 


Walthamstow Marsh, one on Sept 2nd (DM/ et al). 

Tottenham Marsh, a summer-plumaged male on June 18th (PL). 

Happy Valley, Old Coulsdon, one on July 5th (GH,KT). Horton CP, one on 
Oct Ist (MNC). South Norwood CP, one from Aug 28th to Sept 9th (MJIN,MCk 
et al). 


A very good year for this species with three autumn juveniles and two more unusual 
mid-summer records, the second consecutive year that the species has appeared at 
this time of the year. The South Norwood bird was seen by many observers during 
its extended stay. 
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Woodchat Shrike Lanus senator 


Status: rare vagrant 





Barking Marsh, one from July 5th to 7th (AM etal). 


A very good find indeed and, despite the fact that it was a female in heavy moult 
in mid-summer rather than the more typical smart spring birds that turn up in 
Britain, it was enjoyed by many London birdwatchers during its three day stay. 
The ninth record for the London Area and the first since one at Bushy Park in May 
NS ODF 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 


Status: common breeding resident with numbers boosted by immigrants in autumn 
and winter. 


There was less evidence of an autumn influx than in recent years but a small 
increase was reported from several well watched sites in late September and 
October. Inner London records came from two sites only but the species is 
undoubtedly commoner than this in central areas. At several CBC sites in Surrey 
Jays seem to be stable. Notable breeding records and Inner London records are 
given. 


Hainault Forest, 14 pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, one pair bred - a new breeding 
species for this site. 

Hampstead Heath, at least ten pairs bred; small influx in late September. /nner 
London: Millbank, one on Aug 24th. Regent’s Park, at least five pairs bred. 
Dartford Heath, c12 pairs bred. 


Magpie Pica pica 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


A very successful species in the Area which will occupy almost any area of suitable 
habitat, including small green spaces in heavily built-up areas. It is well established 
in the central London Royal Parks and is beginning to establish itself outside of 
these-areas in the centre of the city. High breeding counts, counts of fifty or more 
and Inner London breeding records are given below. 
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Hainault Forest, 30 pairs bred. Havering CP, 60 on Nov 12th. Rainham Marsh, 
eight pairs bred; 70 on Jan 21st and 100 on Dec 9th. 

Amwell GP, 63 on Dec 24th. Maple Lodge NR, 53 at roost on Nov 7th. Stocker’s 
Lake, 51 at roost on Feb 17th. Rye Meads, eight pairs bred. 

Deephams SF, 50 on Jan 7th. Hampstead Heath, ten plus pairs bred; up to 70 birds 
present in both winter periods. Jnner London: Buckingham Palace, two pairs bred. 
Millbank, one pair all year. St James’s Park, one pair bred. 

Dartford Heath, c20 pairs bred. 

Croham Hurst GC, 50 at roost on Jan 7th and Dec 3rd. Devilsden Wood, 100 to 
150 at roost on Mar 5th. Horton CP, 50 on Oct Ist. South Norwood CP, 71 at roost 
in late January. Jnner London: Bankside, bred. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 


Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant; much scarcer 1n urban 
areas. 


Evidence that this species migrates through the Area in good numbers in 
spring, but especially in autumn, was once again very clear and the counts seem 
to get better and better as more observers keep an eye on the skies. In spring, 
a light passage was evident in March and early April (see Regent’s Park 
records for example). In autumn, many sites recorded birds on visible 
migration in October and November and several sites had their only records of the 
year at this time. At Hampstead Heath for example, 48 birds were seen on six 
dates in October, mostly moving SW. Please continue to submit all counts of visible 
migrants as these are being collated and may form the subject of a paper in the 
future. 


All breeding records, counts of 100 or more and all Inner London records are 
given below. 


Curtismill Green, ten pairs bred. Hainault Forest, 14+ pairs bred. Havering CP, 
four or five pairs bred. Passingford Bridge, ten pairs bred. Rainham Marsh, 120 
on Feb 18th, 150 on Feb 25th, 140 on Mar 4th, 100 on Mar 12th, 120 on June 1 1th 
and Dec 17th; one pair bred. 

Amwell GP, 150 on Feb 4th. Beech Farm GP, 150 on Apr 15th. Brickendonbury, 
five pairs bred. Coursers Lane Fields, 100 on Dec 2nd. 

Hampton Court Park, 500+ on June 21st. Inner London: Regent’s Park, spring 
migrants recorded on five dates between Mar 1 8th and May 3rd; in autumn recorded 
on five dates between Sept 20th and Nov 13th with a maximum of eight on Oct 
29th. 

Chalfont Park, two pairs bred. Denham, seven pairs bred. Langley Park, bred and 
200 on Oct 3rd. Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath, three plus pairs bred. Mopes Farm, 
bred. Richings Park, bred; 70 on Nov Ist. 

Barwell Court Farm, four pairs bred. Beddington SF, 200 on Mar 23rd. Bookham 
Common, 100 on May 25th. Chessington, 500 on Oct 7th. Epsom Common, 176 
on Apr 13th and 220 on April 23rd. Holmethorpe SP, 2,000 at roost on Feb 25th. 
Surbiton, roosts flights of 130 on May 28th, 200 on June 25th and 26th and Oct 
11th. Whyteleafe, 120 on Mar 27th. Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on Mar 
23rd, 30th and Apr 7th. 
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Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Status: common breeding resident; much scarcer in urban areas. 


Most breeding records received indicated stable populations - a continuation of 
the trend reported last year after a period of decline referred to in the 1993 LAR. It 
would be very helpful if observers could send in all records of rookeries. 


The species remains a scarce spring and autumn migrant in the inner urban areas 
from where there were only a handful of records for the whole year. Further evidence 
of migration through the Area came from Banstead where there was a light passage 
noted in October. The highest counts for the year were 150 at Havering CP in 
October and at Rainham Marsh in February and March. Breeding counts and the 
sole Inner London record are given below. 


Clay Tye Wood, North Ockendon, 40-50 nests (30 in 1994). Curtismill Green, 
80+ nests (85 in 1994). Epping High St, 12 nests (7 in 1994). Passingford Bridge, 
15 nests (5 in 1994). Theydon Bois, 15 nests. 

Borehamwood, six nests (five in 1994). Grove Mill Lane, Watford, 21 nests. Hunton 
Bridge Hill, 32 nests. Juniper Hill, Rickmansworth, 12 nests (7+ in 1994). 
Verulamium Lake, 16 nests. 

Inner London: Regent’ s Park, two on Mar 21st (ARD). 

Downe, 23 nests (28 in 1994). Lullingstone Park, 18 to 20 nests (221 in 1994), 
Nutfield Ridge, 12 nests (14 in 1994). Tandridge, 27 nests (43 in 1994). Titsey, 
two different rookeries - 47 nests (same as 1994) and 14 nests. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 
Counts of 150 or more and Inner London breeding records are given below: 


Fishers Green, 1,000 at roost on Jan 13th. Rainham Marsh, monthly max of 500 in 
February and March, 450 in May, 300 in June, 250 in August, 300 in October, 200 
in November and 250 in December. 

Bricket Wood, 400 at roost on Jan 13th. Hertford Heath, 300 on Dec 7th. 

Brent Res, 210 at roost on Mar 22nd. /nner London: bred at Buckingham Palace, 
Holland Park, Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, Regent’s Park and St James’s 
Park. River Thames at Wandsworth, 168 on Feb 10th. 

Kingcup Farm, 150 in November and December. 

Dartford Marsh, 220 on Apr 4th and 21st. 

Beddington SF, peak count of 500 on Mar 23rd. Holmethorpe SP, 800 at roost on 
Feb 25th. Wimbledon Common, 150 on Feb 26th. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Status: very common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Despite suggestions of a declining population the recently published BTO Atlas 
of Breeding Birds for 1988-91 revealed no marked range contraction. Recently 
published BTO Common Bird Census indices do reveal a marked decline, 
although these annual censuses do not cover urban or suburban areas, where 
substantial proportions of the population breed. What little recent evidence is 
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available does indicate a small progressive decline in the Area. All records of 
1,000 or more, those of unusually plumaged birds, as well as Inner London records 
are given 


Dagenham East, 10,000 roosting on Oct 3rd. Fairlop Plain, 1,000 on Sept 10th. 
Rainham Marsh, 3,000 on Feb 25th, Mar 20th, 2,500 on Nov 3rd. Waltham Abbey, 
2,000 flew S on July 4th. Wm Girling Res, an albino bird on June 28th. 
Cheshunt, 2,000 flew S on Sept 20th. Hilfield Park Res, 2,000 roosting in a reed- 
bed in October and 3,000 in November. Tyttenhanger GP, 3,000 on Nov 12th. 
The highest count was 540 at Bedfont Lakes CP on Mar 24th. An albino bird was 
reported at Tottenham on Aug 25th. 

Charlton, 1,000 on Oct 15th was a pre-roost flock. Dartford Marsh, 1,000 on Sept 
10th. 

Barwell Court Farm, nine nests were located in a CBC count (compared with five 
in 1995). Chessington, 1,000 on July 28th. Holmethorpe SP, 5,000 roosting on 
Aug 19th. Kingston-upon-Thames, 2,000 roosting near Richmond Park on Oct 
4th and 4,000 roosting in the city centre on Oct 22nd. East Molesey, 1,000 roosting 
in Green Lane on Sept | 1th. Molesey, 1,000 roosting in Molember Road on Sept 
30th. Molesey GP, 3,000 roosting on July 9th. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Status: very common breeding resident, probably declining. 


Localised and patchy evidence of falling populations continue to be reported; 
nationally the population has fallen by about 6% in the last 20 years and this has 
been reflected in Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden. Gatherings of 300 or 
more, sightings that provide evidence of falling populations as well as all Inner 
London records are given. 


Borehamwood, 55 on May 8th was the largest count of the year. 

Hampstead Heath, population apparently stable (seven territories in Kenwood in 
1994 compared with 13 ina similar survey in 1990). Inner London: Acton Street, 
W1, 25 pairs breeding. Bankside Reach, 35 on Nov 24th was the highest count for 
the year. Kensington Gardens, a census on Nov 14th located only 81 birds, 
compared with similar November censuses in 1925 and 1975 that produced 2,603 
and 544 respectively. 

Charlton, a roosting flock of 300 in the Barrier Gardens on Oct 15th. 

Park Farm, Chessington, 16 nests compares with 19 in 1994 and 22 in 1993 at this 
CBC site representing a continuing decline. /nner London: Brunswick Park, two 
pairs bred. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Status: scarce and local breeding resident, population probably now stable. 


The Beddington population - London’s stronghold - remained fairly static with an 
estimated 83 territories (89 pairs bred in 1994 and 85 in 1993); away from this site 
23 pairs bred (similar to recent levels of 24 in 1994, 23 in 1993 and 26 in 1992). It 
seems that during the last four to five years at least breeding totals have been 
relatively stable. One particularly interesting record was the bird at Hogsmill SF 
which had originally been ringed at Beddington - providing hope that strong 
breeding populations create an overspill of birds that eventually colonise other 
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suitable areas. All breeding localities (total numbers of pairs in parentheses), 
gatherings of five or more (except for Surrey where all records are listed) are given. 


Berwick Ponds (2-3) - down from five in 1994. Corbets Tey (3) - down from seven 
in 1993. Essex Filter Beds, see under Middlesex Filter Beds. Passingford Bridge 
(3). Rainham Marsh (1-2), 35 on Apr 23rd. Upminster (4). Walthamstow Res (2); 
seven on Jan 7th and four on Oct 15th. 

Beech Farm GP (1); six on Apr 2nd, ten on June 11th and 25th. Coursers Lane 
Fields, 30 on Sept 10th, 60 on Nov 11th, 37 on Dec 12th, 17th and 35 on Dec 26th. 
Middlesex Filter Beds (8), also up to 20 young feeding on aphids in June; the 
observer states “this species has been increasing in the area over the last three 
years”. Perry Oaks SF (3); monthly peaks were: seven on Jan 8th, Mar 12th, 
eight on Apr 23rd, 21 on July 27th, 25 on Aug Sth, 19 on Sept 30th, 20 on Oct 
15th, 25 on Nov 19th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 31st and Oct 
10th. 

Shredding Green Farm, Iver (1). 

The only records were Littlebrook PS, three on Mar | 1th and Sevenoaks reserve, 
one on Mar I Ith. 

Addlestone, up to ten from January to March. Beddington SF, 83 territories were 
counted and between 50 and 70 were present through much of the year. Chertsey, 
five north of Great Grove Farm on Mar 14th. Hogsmill SE, one trapped on Aug 
20th had originally been ringed at Beddington. Holmethorpe SP, as was the case 
in 1994 a male held territory in May but again failed to attract a mate; no more 
than one bird was seen during the year. Oxted, absent from Perrysfield Farm during 
the breeding season (1 pair bred in 1994). South Norwood CP, one on Aug 18th 
and 30th - the first records since 1993. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 


Status: common breeding resident, augmented by continental influxes in autumn 
and winter. 


Nationally the population is stable, but all available recent evidence in London 
suggests a slight decline. At the beginning of the year there were only two flocks 
of 100 or more and at the end of the year there were three flocks of 100 or more, 
the best being 200 at Rainham. Details of flocks of 100 or more, breeding totals at 
regularly monitored sites, Inner London records, as well as a summary of autumn 
passage 1s given below. 


Hainault Forest, 20-25 pairs bred (25 bred in 1993); 100 in September, November 
and December. 

Post Wood, 100 on Mar 19th. Rye Meads, 100 on Jan 14th, 120 on Mar 4th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, 60 on Nov Ist. 

Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath, 100 on Nov 23rd. 

Arbrook Common, | 1 territories on CBC site (same as in 1994). Ashstead Common, 
11 territories on CBC site (7 in 1994). Barwell Court Farm, 17 territories on CBC 
site (13 in 1994 and 16 in 1993). Nower Wood, seven territories on CBC site 
(same as in 1994). Park Farm, Chessington, nine territories on CBC site (9 in 
1993 and 10 in 1994). Wimbledon Common, 41 territories (not assessed in 1994). 
Inner London: Southbank, SE1, one on Apr 30th. 


As in 1994 autumn passage was disappointing and poorly reported. The first wave 
of overflying autumn migrants took place on Oct Sth when 40 flew S over 
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Hampstead Heath, followed by 55 on Oct 8th and 30 on 9th. On Oct 15th 32 
flew W over Barn Elms and 23 W over Sydenham. The latter site then recorded 
51 W on 22nd and 61 W on 30th. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Status: regular autumn migrant and winter visitor, sometimes in large numbers. 


At the start of the year there were records from at least 27 localities (the same as 
in 1994) the only double figure counts coming from Addlestone (15), Wraysbury 
GP (20), Chertsey (25) and Bedmond (10); the last birds of the spring were two at 
Sydenham Hill on Apr 21st and a very late individual in Dulwich Park on May 
15th. Autumn passage began on Sept 30th with three at Brent Res, followed by an 
impressive 55 flying south over Sydenham on Oct Sth and 74 on 15th, then 20 
over Hampstead Heath on 22nd and eight on 28th. These counts apart, autumn 
passage amounted to little more than a trickle. The only double figure wintering 
flocks were at Nower Wood (10), Black Park (17), Limpsfield Chart (16) and 
Thorndon Park (12); about 220 birds were seen at the end of the year. During the 
autumn and early winter period there were records from 30 localities. Records of 
three or more, as well as Inner London records are given 


Hainault Forest, six on Oct 21st. Thorndon Park, five on Dec 24th, 12 on Dec 
28th. 

Bedmond, ten on Apr 10th. 

Bentley Priory, three from Mar 2nd to 17th, ten on 22nd. Brent Res, three on Sept 
30th. Bushy Park, three on Jan 31st. Hampstead Heath, at least 20 flying over on 
Oct 22nd, eight flew NW on Oct 28th. Staines Moor, four on Mar 31st. Jnner 
London: Regent’s Park, seven on Jan 3rd and one on Nov 20th. 

Black Park, 17 on Nov 27th. Wraysbury GP, five on Jan 28th, six on Feb 4th, 
rising to 14 on 15th and 20 on 17th, up to six in March, 14 on Apr Ist and four on 
7th. 

Hoblingwell Wood, three on Oct 29th. Maryon Wilson Park, three on Oct 30th. 
Sydenham, 74 flew S on Oct 15th in three groups (32,40,2). 

Addlestone, up to 15 between January and March. Beddington SF, four flew over 
on Oct 22nd. Chertsey, 25 on Mar 14th. Limpsfield Chart, 16 on Dec 17th. Nower 
Wood, ten on Nov 7th. Sydenham Hill, 55 flew S on Oct 5th. Inner London: 
Battersea Park, five on Oct 6th and singles on Nov 9th and Dec 7th. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


Only three sites recorded flocks of 100 or more - continuing the poor runs of the 
last two years (5 in 1994, 2 in 1993) compared with totals in previous years of 
seven or more flocks. A population decline was noted from one site. Flocks of 100 
or more, or the highest county counts were these are lower, breeding totals from 
regularly monitored sites and all Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, at least 12 pairs bred - similar to last year’s figure. Rainham 
Marsh, four pairs bred “declining”; 100 on Sept 24th, Oct 14th and 21st. 

Post Wood, 70 on Jan 28th. 

Finsbury Park, 40 on Jan 28th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 20 on Feb 22nd. 
Old Slade GP, 80 on Nov 9th. 
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Kent Hall Place Gardens, 101 on Feb 12th. 

Surrey Holmethorpe SP, at least five pairs bred (similar to 1995): 110 on July 21st, 180 
on Aug 8th and 200 on Aug 15th. Inner London: Bankside Reach, two resident 
pairs. Battersea Park, 12 on Jan 19th. Southbank, SE1, four resident pairs. 


1653 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 


Status: fairly common breeding resident and passage migrant. 
BRIAR PAS : 






At the beginning of the year there were no flocks of 100 or more (1 in 1994) with 
five flocks at the end (3 in 1994); the largest gathering being 220 at Rainham on 
Oct 7th. Few comments on breeding status were received. Groups of 30 or more 
and all Inner London records are given. 


Essex Dagenham Chase, 120 on Sept 22nd and 65 on Nov 3rd. Dagenham Corridor, 120 
on Oct 6th. King George V Res, 60 on Feb 16th. Rainham Marsh, 150 on Aug 
25th and Sept 2nd, 220 on Oct 7th, 100 on Nov 4th and 110 on Dec 9th. 
Walthamstow Marsh, 35 on Jan 8th. 

Herts Broxbourne GP, 36 on Oct 18th. Hertford Heath, 107 on Aug 23rd and 75 on 24th. 
Rye Meads, up to 30 in March, 50 on Sept 17th, 30 on 23rd and Oct 28th, 80 on 
Dec 9th. Stocker’s Lake, 40 on Sept 8th. 

Middx Bedfont Lakes CP, 40 on Sept 8th, 32 on 22nd. Brent Res, 31 on Aug 8th. Rammey 
Marsh, 50 on Nov 11th. Staines Moor, 105 on Sept 3rd. Jnner London: Regent’s 
Park, small numbers seen during the autumn with a peak of 12 on Oct 9th 

Bucks Delaford Park, 30 on Oct 19th. 

Kent Dartford Marsh, 30 on Jan 2nd, 40 on Aug Sth, 60 on Sept 10th. Hoblingwell 
Wood, 31 on Sept 20th, 40 on Oct 20th. Sevenoaks reserve, 42 on Feb 25th. 

Surrey Cannon Hill Common, 40 on Aug 21st and Oct 30th. Holmethorpe SP, up to 40 at 

each end of the year. Hook, 40 on Oct 22nd. Molesey GP, 30 on Oct 15th. Oxted, 
60 at Hurst Green on Nov 14th. South Norwood CP, 100 from late July into 
September. Walton Res, 33 on Aug 24th. Jnner London: Bankside Reach, singles 
on Apr 5th and Aug 7th. Bernie Spain Gardens, Bankside, two pairs present on 
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May 5th. Burgess Park, two on Apr 18th, eight on Sept 2nd and four on 18th. 
Lower Marsh, SE1, four on July 24th. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 


Status: common winter visitor, passage migrant and increasingly regular in summer; 
potential breeding species. 


It was quite widespread at the beginning of the year with eight flocks of 100 or 
more (4 in 1994). Apart from one bird seen during the breeding season at Amwell 
GP on June 2nd the last record of the spring was of five birds at Black Park on Apr 
29th. Disappointingly there were no breeding season records this year. The first 
autumn migrant arrived at Holmethorpe SP on Aug 17th, followed by another on 
Sept 10th and then one in Regent’s Park on 13th. It proved to be extremely scarce 
at the end of the year with no flocks of 100 or more (4 1n 1994), in fact the largest 
count was of 50 at Stocker’s Lake on Nov 10th. Groups of 70 or more, or the 
highest county counts, one midsummer record, as well as Inner London records 
are given. 


Fishers Green, 100 on Jan 2nd, 24th and Feb 21st. The next highest count was 20 
at Thorndon Park in late December. 

Amwell GP, 90 on Feb 11th, one on June 2nd. Cheshunt, 200 in four separate 
flocks on Jan 14th. Cheshunt GP (Seventy Acres), 200 on Feb 5th. Panshanger 
Park, 80 on Jan 22nd. Stocker’s Lake, 80 on Jan 7th. 

Broadwater GP, 100 on Jan 23rd. Bushy Park, 100 from Jan 14th to Feb Ist. 
Harefield Place GP, 100 on Feb Sth. Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on Jan 2nd 
reaching a peak of 30 in mid-January, one on Mar 27th, three on Apr 3rd, one on 
Sept 13th, ten on Oct 2nd and one from Nov Ist to the end of the year. 

Black Park, 70 on Mar 11th. Wraysbury GP, 80 on Feb 9th. 

Chipstead Lake, 150 on Jan 7th. Foots Cray Woods, 70 on Jan 7th. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 150 on Jan 3rd, 300 on Jan 14th and 550 on Jan 16th. 

Sunbury Lock, 130 on Jan 29th. The next highest count was 40 along the River 
Mole at Buckland on Dec 25th. Inner London: Battersea Park, ten on Feb 2nd, | | 
on 4th, nine on 6th, and 16 on 18th. 


Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At the beginning of the year there were no flocks of 100 or more (4 in 1994) and 
at the end of the year there were eight flocks of 100 or more (12 in 1994). Gatherings 
of 100 or more (or highest county counts where these were lower), larger breeding 
concentrations, evidence of any passage movements, as well as Inner London 
records are given. 


Barking Bay, 200 on Sept 19th. Hainault Forest, 15-16 pairs bred - a slight increase. 
Rainham Marsh, 30 pairs present; monthly maxima: 150 on Aug 22nd, 200 on 
Sept 24th, 200 on Oct 7th and 125 on Dec 9th. 

Leavesdon Green, 63 on Mar 11th. Rye Meads, 55 on Dec 12th. Watford, 55 on 
Dec 9th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 100 on Sept 22nd. Hampstead Heath, an almost continous 
southbound passage was noted from Sept 20th to Oct 19th with a peak of 130 on 
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Oct 8th. King George VI Res, 100 on Aug 13th. Osterley Park, 100 on Sept 22nd. 
Perry Oaks SF, 120 on Nov 19th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one or two on 
several dates from Mar 27th to May 10th, 12 on Sept 2nd, three on Oct 8th and 
two on 30th. 

Old Slade GP, 46 on Oct 12th was the highest count. 

Swanscombe Marsh, 200 on Sept 9th. The next highest count was 86 at Ruxley 
GP on Sept 23rd. 

Barn Elms Res, up to 70 in March and 27 flew S on Oct 15th. Holmethorpe SP, at 
least six pairs bred; 200 on Aug 8th. Jnner London: Hays Wharf, SE1, 25-30 on 
Jan 6th. Southbank, SE1, three on May 23rd. 


1994 Additional Record 
Rammey Marsh, 140 on Oct 2nd. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris 


Status: scarce late autumn and winter visitor at Rainham, rare elsewhere. 





King George V Res, one on Nov 10th (AM er a/) was the Girling individual. 
Rainham Marsh, three on Feb 24th and Nov 1 1th, five on Dec 9th (MKD.SRP). 
Wm Girling Res, one on Nov 9th (RMC). 

Ponders End Lake, one on Dec 27th (AC). 3 

South Norwood CP, the bird first seen on Dec 9th 1994 was last seen on Feb 18th 
(JBt,JB7). 


A rather meagre distribution of records this year with sightings at three sites away 
from Rainham, where totals remain at very much of a low ebb. 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea 
Status: uncommon breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The poor winter totals of recent years were repeated this year with no flocks of 
more than 50 birds being seen at the start of the year and four at the end - this 
compares with 1987 when there were 66 flocks of more than 50 birds at the end of 
the year. A clear influx of birds at the end of the year resulted in the massed arrival 
of the frosty plumaged Mealy Redpolls, as well as several Arctic Redpolls - 
providing strong evidence of their northern origins. The largest flock was 200 at 
Thorndon Park in December. Comments on breeding sucess of this attractive 
woodland finch were only received from Hainault Forest “the lowest total for 25 
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years’. Breeding records (total number of pairs or singing males in parentheses), 
counts of 20 or more and Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, 50 on Dec 16th rising to 100 by 30th - including many Mealy 
Redpolls (C.fflammea); only one pair bred - “the lowest total for 25 years”. 
Havering CP, up to 100 in late December, including many Mealy Redpolls. 
Thorndon Park, 150 on Dec 18th including at least 40 Mealy Redpolls rising to 
200 by 27th. 

Bricketwood Common (1). Broxbourne Meadows, 26 on Jan 3rd. Broxbourne 
Woods, up to 150 on Dec 31st “were mostly Mealy Redpolls”. Scots Hill area, 
Rickmansworth, 25 on Jan 3rd and 20 on Feb Sth. 

There were no breeding records this year. Broadwater GP, 24 from Dec 24th to 
26th “were mostly Mealy Redpolls”. Ponders End Lake, three on Dec 16th included 
one Mealy Redpoll. Inner London: Acton Street, WC1, five flew NW on Feb 
28th. Regent’s Park, 12 on Feb 18th, then singles on Apr Ist, 4th, Oct 11th and 
20th. 

Black Park, 20 on Jan 4th. 

Crofton Heath, at least 30 on Dec 20th. The only breeding season record was of 
two birds at Orpington on June 6th. Beckenham Place Park (6). The only other 
double figure counts were: Sevenoaks reserve, 15 on Jan 30th and 12 on Feb 4th. 
Holmethorpe SP (1). Selsdon, 20 in November. The only other double figure count 
was ten at Sanderstead in December. /nner London: Battersea Park, one on Apr 
7th. 


Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Hainault Forest, one on Dec 26th 
(MKD). Thorndon Park, up to four 
birds were present from Dec 17th into 
1996 (GBd,CM et al). 


It was inevitable that a few birds would 
find their way into London following 
an unprecedented nationwide influx of 
this ghostly little finch. These are the 
fourth and fifth London records and 
the first to include a multiple 
occurrence. Interestingly all previous 
records have been in early spring. Both 
records have been accepted by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. 





Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Status: irruptive visitor; rare breeding species (usually following irruptions). 


St Albans, one on Aug 22nd (IB). 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Sept 5th (ARD,DJ). 
Reigate Priory, one flew over calling on Oct 22nd (JHz). 


Following last year’s bumper total (when six pairs bred) this year returned to 
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normality with a bang - three records is very disappointing and the lowest total 
for many years. 


Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Perry Oaks SE, a female/immature on Oct 8th (CL). 
Beddington SF, an adult male in red breeding plumage was in full song at 07.15 
hrs on July 13th (SJA), but could not be found subsequently. 


The fifth and sixth London records. Of the previous four records two were in 
winter, one in spring and one in autumn. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Status: fairly common breeding resident. 


At least 33 pairs were reported this year, compared with 47 in 1994, nine in 1993, 
16 in 1992, 21 in 1991 and 28 in 1990, it seems unlikely that this relates to any 
real change in status; the largest count was 35 at Hainault Forest. National BTO 
Common Bird Census indices document a decline since the mid-1970s, which 
continues into the present decade. Most comments on breeding status were 
indicative of declines. Counts of ten or more birds, significant breeding 
concentrations, as well as breeding records from regularly monitored sites and all 
Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, ten pairs bred (compared with 12 in 1994, 11 in 1993 and 15 in 
1992); 35 on Dec 31st. 

Bricket Wood, at least ten pairs present. Rye Meads, four territories; 14 on Dec 
Oth. 

Bentley Priory, 12 on Oct 7th. Harefield Moor Wharf, 12 on Dec 19th. Jnner 
London: no records were received from this sector. 

Present at 18 sites during the summer; peak count was seven at Wraysbury GP on 
Apr 29th. 

Crofton Heath, five singing males. 

Arbrook Common, three territories (5 in 1994). Epsom Common, ten juveniles 
seen during the summer and ten birds seen on Dec 9th. Wimbledon Common, five 
territories (4 in 1994). Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Jan 8th and a pair 
with two juveniles on July 20th. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 


Status: scarce and probably declining breeding resident; occasional passage 
migrant. 


Only two indications of breeding were provided this year and continue the dismally 
disappointing run of previous years. There were no records from Dagnam Park 
this year, although it seems unlikely that they are extinct there despite recent and 
continuing disturbance from motorcyclists. All records are given. 


Hainault Forest, two pairs present during the breeding season (down from 4 in 
1994 and 6 in 1993) (MKD,SRP). Thorndon Park, one on Dec 8th (KB). 
Amwell GP, one on Apr 7th and two on Apr 23rd (IK,BR). Hoddesdon, three on 
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Jan 9th (RPr). Post Wood, two on Feb Sth, 12th, 19th, ten on 21st, three on 28th, 
up to two in March and one carrying nest material on Apr 14th (TA,MI,BR). 
Stocker’s Farm, one on Jan 7th (RRD). 

Enfield Golf Course, one on Jan 14th (RMC). Queens Wood, Highgate, one on 
June 3rd and 8th (PR). Tottenham Marsh, one flew NE on Nov 25th (DL). Trent 
Park, three on Mar 6th (PT). 

Thamesmead, one on Nov 22nd flew in from the E, landed briefly and left to the 
W (NRW). 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 


Status: rare, but annual, autumn and winter visitor. 
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Rainham Marsh, one along the Thames foreshore on Dec 9th, 23rd and 31st 
(MKD,SRP). 
King George VI Res, one from Oct 7th to 9th (AVM,PN et a/). 


The first year that there have been fewer than three records since 1985. Rainham 
has now managed to notch up records in each of the last five years. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Status: scarce autumn and winter visitor. 


Queen Mother Res, one, a male, from Nov Sth to 12th (JAS), see photograph 
opposite p.128. 

Queen Elizabeth II Res, one, probably a first-winter male, from Nov 4th to 5th 
(SJS). 


Two records, both on typical dates; continuing the disappointing recent run of 
fewer than three records per annum during the 1990s. 


Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
Status: widespread but declining breeding resident away from the suburbs. 


At least 74 pairs or singing males were reported during the breeding season, 
compared with recent totals of 82 in 1994, 142 in 1993, 75 in 1992, 57 in 1991 and 
37 in 1990. This is similar to recent totals - the 1993 total was largely due to 
several intense breeding surveys in Kent. Available evidence continues to suggest 
that this once familiar and widespread farmland bird is declining in London (for 
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instance numbers have fallen by 75% at Hainault Forest over the last 20 years) 
which would be contrary to national Common Bird Census indices. All breeding 
records (with the number of pairs in parentheses) and all counts of ten or more are 
given. 


Fairlop Plain, 25 on Jan 14th. Hainault Forest (1) - “the lowest total ever”. Havering 
CP - “a few pairs”. Netherhall GP (3); 29 on Feb Sth. 

Bricket Wood/Common (10). Chiswell Green, 20 in the area on Jan 7th. Hilfield 
Park Res (1). Oxhey, ten on June 16th - “many in song”. Panshanger Park, “no 
birds present during the breeding season due to scrub clearance”. Rye Meads, 40 
on Feb 12th. Shepherds Lane, Rickmansworth (2). Tyttenhanger GP, ten on Mar 
18th. West Hyde (2). 

The only records were singles flying over Hampstead Heath on Jan 31st and Apr 
24th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, four on Oct 8th and one on 22nd (ARD,DJ). 
Black Park (1). Langley Park (2). Mopes Farm/Shire Lane area (5) - down from 
ten pairs in 1993. Rowley Farm (1). 

Chipstead Lake, the highest count during the year was 30. Darenth Valley Walk, 
20 on Feb Ist. Dartford Heath (4). Ebbsfleet Valley (2). Lullingstone Park/Lake 
(4). Stone Chalk Pit (3). 

Ashstead Common (2) - same as 1994. Banks Common, Effingham (2). Chasemoor 
Farm, Downside (1). Cheam, Howell Hill (2). Epsom Common (3-4); ten on Dec 
24th. Farley, ten at Court Farm on Feb Ist. Godstone, 20 at Church Town on Dec 
24th. Holmethorpe SP (8). Horton CP (2). Limpsfield, 35 at Moorhouse Bank on 
Mar 24th. Limpsfield Chart (3). Moorhouse (1). Mugswell (1). Park Farm, 
Chessington (3) - down from four in 1994 and six in 1993. Rushett Farm (1). 
Whyteleafe, ten on Apr 12th. 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
Status: rare vagrant. 

Beddington SF, a well-watched first-winter bird on Sept 13th (AGh,GDJM et al). 
The 13th London record, the fifth since 1972 and the sixth in autumn. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Three of the six comments on variations in breeding status indicated a decline - 
slightly better than in 1994. Counts of 20 or more (or the highest county count if 
that was lower), breeding concentrations of five or more pairs or singing males (or 
lower totals if a change in breeding status has been noted), as well as indications 
of a change in status, are given. 


Essex Filter Beds (2) - same as in 1994. Hainault Forest (3). Rainham Marsh (77) 
- down from 100 in 1994 and 120 in 1993: 45 on Dec 8th. 

Amwell GP, 20 on Oct 5th and 35 roosting on Nov 19th. Croxley Moor (6). Hilfield 
Park Res (8). Rye Meads (11); 30 on Sept 30th, 20 on Oct 2nd and 14th. 

Black Park (1) - first for six years. Bedfont Lakes (5). Middlesex Filter Beds (1) - 
“declining”. Perry Oaks SF (5). Staines Res (6). 

Tilehouse GP (6). Wraysbury GP, 20 during April and May - breeding totals not 
known. 
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Dartford Marsh, 12 on Nov 29th was the highest county count. Chipstead Lake 
(3). Ruxley GP (3). 

Ashstead Common (1) - none in 1994. Beddington SF (23) - up from 21 in 1994; 
40 on Mar 24th. Chertsey Meads (6). Richmond Park (5). Walton Res (7). 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 
Status: widespread but declining breeding resident away from the suburbs. 


Ultra-efficient modern farming techniques, allied to the continuing habit of 
grubbing up hedgerows, are largely responsible for the decline of this once familiar 
farmland bird. Records this years do little to assuage fears that this decline 1s 
terminal. Records of 15 or more and breeding concentrations of five or more pairs 
or singing males (totals in parentheses) are given. 


Berwick Ponds (5). Dagenham Chase, 53 on Mar 6th. Fairlop, (12). North 
Ockendon (5-6). Rainham Marsh, 60 on Feb 22nd, 45 on Dec 3rd and 32 on 29th. 
Chiswell Green (9). 

Darenth Lake, 46 on Jan 29th. Dartford Marsh, 19 on Jan 10th, 15 on Dec 4th, 60 
on 15th, 30 on 23rd. Horton Kirby (5). 

Holmethorpe SP, 30 on Sept 30th flew low NE. 
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Appendix I: Escapes 


The following records relate to birds known or presumed to be of captive origin. 
Full details are given for species that also occur in a wild or established feral state 
in the Area, all official Category D species and any others of special interest or 
rarity, e.g. those which may achieve Category C status by establishing viable feral 
populations. In addition to those listed, there are full-winged individuals of several 
species of wildfowl in St James’s Park. 


Cattle Egret Bulbulcus ibis coromandus 


Theydon Garnon, one seen near the M25/M11 junction on Sept 6th and 21st. 
Walthamstow Res, an egret sp considered by the observer to be a Cattle Egret, 
flew N at 09.05 hrs on Aug 6th. 

Bowyer’s GP, one on Aug 6th. Cheshunt GP, one seen on Seventy Acres GP and 
in fields around Fishers Green in mid-October. Hertford Heath, Foxhole Farm, 
one from Aug 22nd to 29th. Stocker’s Lake, one roosted every evening from July 
20th until July 22nd and was last seen on the morning of July 23rd. 

Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Sept 9th. 

New Addington, one, video-taped, was present from July Ist to 7th. Walton Res, 
one flew E along the River Thames at 06.10 hrs on Aug 15th. i 


In line with the British Birds Rarities Committee we have treated all records as 
escapes and it seems very likely that all sightings refer to the same coromandus 
individual. Observers should take care with the racial identification of Cattle Egrets, 
features to note are bill structure (longer and thinner on coromandus) and in summer 
plumage the extent and precise shade of any buff feathering, particularly around 
the face. Observations made during poor light are especially likely to make 
determination of precise plumage tones difficult to define. 


In addition to the above records there were sightings outside the London Area 
likely to have involved the same individual as follows: June 15th (Abberton Res, 
Essex), June 22nd to 29th (Bough Beech Res, Kent), July 29th (River Ver, St 
Albans), Aug 13th and 14th (Twyford GP, Berks), Aug 22nd and 25th (Hanningfield 
Res) and Aug 26th (near Basildon, Essex). 


Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 


Stocker’s Lake, one on June 19th. 
Richmond, one during October. Molesey, one on Jan 30th. Presumably the bird 
from the River Thames at Twickenham seen during 1994. 


Puna Ibis Plegadis ridgwayi 
Coopers Green Lane, one on Aug 20th. 


This bird has been present in the Whitwell area (outside the London Area) for the 
last ten years. 


Black Swan Cygnus atratus 


Queen Mother Res, one discontinually from May 28th to Aug 19th. Wraysbury 
GP, singles from Jan 22nd to Apr 23rd and from Oct 1 6th until the end of the year. 
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Deptford Creek, one on Aug 19th. Littlebrook Lake, one on June 6th. Ruxley GP, 
one on June 17th and July Ist. 

Barn Elms Res, one from July 13th to Sept 16th. Beddington SF, one seen in 
September and October. Holmethorpe SP, one on Mar 13th, May 13th and June 
29th. Molesey, one on May 13th, 26th and June 7th. Thorpe Water Park, three 
throughout the year with five on Feb 19th, Oct 15th and Dec 17th. Walton Res, 
one from July 17th to Aug 9th. 


Black-necked Swan Cygnus melanocoryphus 


Amwell GP, one on Aug 1 6th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Mar 12th and two from Aug 
8th to Sept 13th. 


Whooper Swan Olor cygnus 


Stanborough Lakes, the bird first seen in 1993 was present all year. 
Barn Elms Res, one on Sept 1 6th. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 


Stocker’s Lake, one present intermittently all year. 
Holmethorpe SP, one on Aug 23rd, Nov 29th and Dec 6th. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Stocker’s Lake, one on Apr 18th and 22nd. 
Moorhall GP, one on Apr 23rd. 


Lesser White-fronted Goose Anser erythropus 


Lonsdale Road Res, one with Canada Geese on Jan Ist. 


Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus 


Hall Marsh, one on Aug 12th. Waltham Abbey, two on Aug 12th (moved to Hall 
Marsh). 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 19th, from Aug 24th to 27th and Sept 17th. Maple Lodge 
NR, one on Aug 22nd. Stocker’s Lake, one on Mar 12th, two from Aug Ist to Sept 
8th. 

Hampton, one on the River Thames on Mar Sth and Apr 14th. King George VI 
Res, one on Oct 21st. Staines Moor, one from Oct 28th to Dec 17th. Staines Res, 
one on Sept 10th. Stockley Park, one pair with four young on May 20th and 25th. 
Yiewsley GP, one on Apr 25th. 

Langley Park, two with Canada Geese on Oct 3rd. Queen Mother Res, one on 
Aug 26th. 

Dulwich Park, two on Nov Ist. River Thames at Richmond, four on Sept 28th and 
Oct 16th. River Thames, Barnes, one on May 24th. Molesey, one present all year 
also seen at Walton Res and Apps Court GP. South Norwood CP, one present most 
of year. Thorpe Water Park, one on May 2nd. 
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Snow Goose Anser caerulescens 


Walthamstow Res, one white phase bird on Jan 15th, Feb 12th, 26th and Mar 3rd. 


Emperor Goose Anser canagicus 


Nazeing GP, one present from April until the end of the year. 
Amwell GP, one on Aug 20th. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 


Fishers Green, six from Jan Ist until April, with eight on Apr 28th. Hall Marsh, 
one on Mar 6th. Nazeing GP, three on Dec 29th. Paynes Lane GP, one on Apr 
24th, 12 on May 9th. 

Brent Res, two on Mar 20th. Colnbrook, one on May 30th. Kempton Park, two on 
Sept 10th. Lordship Lane Recreation Ground, singles on Jan 5th and 10th. Osterley 
Park, four on Jan 2nd, three on Mar 8th and ten on Dec 8th. Staines Moor, one on 
Jan 15th. Staines Res, one on Jan 22nd and Sept 2nd. Wood Green Res, one on Jan 
2nd, two on Jan 6th. 

Langley Park, one on Nov 27th. Wraysbury GP, one on Feb 19th, seven from Feb 
25th to Mar 12th, 11 from Mar 16th to Apr 5th, three on Apr 16th, four on Apr 
17th and one on Dec 25th. 

Holmethorpe SP, one on Sept 2nd, two on Sept 8th and one during November. 
South Norwood CP, one intermittently from January to May. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 


Barking Bay, one from Jan Ist to Mar 19th, Apr 16th, July 16th, Sept 8th and 
10th, Nov 12th and Dec I 1th. Beckton, one on Jan 4th. Fishers Green, singles on 
Apr 9th and 16th. Hall Marsh, one on Feb 19th. Nazeing GP, one on Feb 16th. 
Nazeing Marsh, one on Apr 30th. Paynes Lane GP, three on Apr 4th, two on Apr 
6th and 7th and one on Apr 16th. Rainham Marsh, one on Mar 7th. Walthamstow 
Res, one throughout the year with four additional birds from June 25th to Aug 6th, ~ 
two until Nov 12th. 

Broxbourne, one present intermittently throughout the year with Canada Geese. 
Cheshunt GP, one on Friday Lake on Feb 18th. Hilfield Park Res, one on Apr 
30th. Stocker’s Lake, one on May Ist. 

Alexandra Park, two on Apr 26th, one on July 24th, two on July 25th, two on Aug 
29th, three from Sept Ist to Oct 2nd. Wood Green Res, three on Feb 2nd and 5th, 
two from Apr 6th to 28th, July 23rd and Aug Ist, three from Aug 10th to Oct 11th. 
Horton GP, two on Mar | 1th. Queen Mother Res, two on May 3 Ist. 

Chalkhurst Wood, one on May Ist. 

Queen Elizabeth II Res, one with Cape Shelduck on June 21st. Queen Mary Res, 
two pairs on July 9th. Walton Res, one on May 13th. 


Cape Shelduck Tadorna cana 


Walthamstow Res, five on Oct 22nd. 

Brent Res, six flew in from the east on Sept 23rd. Hampton Court Park, six on 
Aug 10th. King George VI Res, six on July 29th and Sept 23rd, one on Dec 17th. 
Tottenham Cemetery, six flew W on Sept 23rd; seen later on Brent Res. 
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Beddington SF, one on Mar 16th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, up to nine seen regularly 
here and Walton Res from Feb 19th to end of the year. May have bred locally. 
South Norwood CP, one on Mar 16th. Thorpe Water Park, one on Mar 25th. 


Wood Duck Aix sponsa 
Bushy Park, a pair on Jan 11th, singles on Feb Ist and Sth. 


Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata 


Claremont Lake, two pairs present. Holmethorpe SP, five birds, all free-flying on 
July 18th, gradually declining until all had gone by November. Lonsdale Road 
Res, one from Feb 17th to May Ist. 


Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix 


Stanborough Lakes, one on Oct 14th. 

Richmond Park, two pairs on Mar 12th. Up to four birds seen between Mar Sth 
and Dec 3rd in the Queen Elizabeth II Res/Walton Res area and also on the River’s 
Thames and Ember; one or two of these birds may be hybrid offspring. 


Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 


Connaught Water, a pair on Feb 14th and three (one male) on Dec 12th. 


Bahama Pintail Anas bahamensis 


Cornmill Meads, one from Sept 28th to Nov | 1th. 
Amwell GP, one on Apr 21st and Aug 23rd. Rickmansworth, one on the Grand 
Union Canal on Apr 23rd. Rye House Marsh, one on Apr 7th. 


Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca 


Cheshunt GP, the tame adult male first seen in 1993 remained until Feb | 1th. 


Pink-eared Duck Malacorhynchus membranaceus 


Staines Res, a male on May 6th and from June 6th to 8th and 16th and July 3rd 
and 8th. 


1994 Additional Record 
Rammey Marsh, one on Nov 3rd. 


Red-tailed Hawk - Buteo jamaicensis 
One seen from Beckton on Mar 16th (on the north side of the River Thames) 
soaring over a wood on the south side of the river was wearing jesses. 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus 


Inner London: Trafalgar Square, one wearing jesses on Mar 10th. 
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Peruvian Thick-knee Burhinus superciliaris 
Wood Green Res, one from Jan 10th to 12th. 


Presumably the same bird seen at Barn Elms Res in spring 1994. 


Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 


St Albans, one present from March until July was often to be seen perched on the 
north transept of the Abbey. A record from Potters Bar on Mar 19th may refer to 
the same individual. 


Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 


Millwall Docks, one on July 27th. West India South Dock, one on Jan 10th. 
Haberdashers’ Girls School, one on July 4th and 5th. Hilfield Park Res, one on 
July 3rd and Aug 10th. Oxhey Woods, one on Oct 28th. Watford, one on July 20th. 
Staines Res, one on June 18th. Tottenham, one on Jan 20th. 

New Maldon, one on June 17th, had been present before this date. Ravenscourt 
Park, one on July 28th. Richmond Park, one on July 22nd. South Norwood CP, 
one on Oct 18th 


Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus 


Watford, one on July 20th. 
Queen Mary Res, one on Mar 4th. 
Ravenscourt Park, one on July 26th. 


Raven Corvus corax 


Sutton, a tame bird associating with Carrion Crows on July 6th and 7th. Wallington, 
one seen on one date during July, presumably involved the same individual. 


Canary Serinus canaria 


Garston, one on May 3rd. 


Orange-cheeked Waxbill Estrilda melpoda 
Enfield Town Park, two on Sept 20th. 


Zebra Finch Poephila guttata 


Cobham, one on Aug 31st in Ferndown Gardens. 
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Appendix II: Hybrids 
The following records probably relate to wild or feral hybrids. 


Canada Goose x Greylag Goose 


Holmethorpe SP, one on Mar 25th. 


Ruddy Shelduck Hybrid 
Rainham Marsh, one on Jan 24th, Mar 7th, Apr 19th. 


Wigeon x Mallard 


Staines Res, the male first seen in 1985 was present again from May 6th to 8th. 


Aythya Hybrid 


Walthamstow Res, a female Scaup x Tufted hybrid on Dec 27th. 

Amwell GP, a female on Feb 5th resembled a Ferruginous Duck. Hilfield Park 
Res, a Red-crested Pochard x Pochard hybrid on June 22nd. 

Broadwater GP, a male on Feb 4th. Staines Res, a male Pochard x Tufted on Jan 
13th, Feb Sth and 19th, two on Jan 20th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, a male 
Lesser Scaup type on Feb 6th. 

Horton GP, a male Lesser Scaup type on Feb 1 2th. 

South Norwood CP, one Pochard x Tufted Duck hybrid (a male) present in January 
and February, Apr 4th, 13th and 15th and Oct 17th. 


Glaucous Gull x Herring Gull 
Rainham Marsh, a first-winter bird on Feb 24th and 25th and Mar 1 8th. 


1993 Additional Record 
Wm Girling Res, a first-winter bird seen on at least three dates during January. 
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Appendix III: Unsubmitted Records 


The following are a list of records that were known by the recorders to have occurred 
in the London Area during 1995, however they were not accompanied by 
descriptions. All these species are amongst those listed at the back of this report 
for which we require satisfactory descriptions before we can publish them in the 
systematic list. The committee would welcome descriptions for any of these records. 


Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Beddington SF, one on Aug 30th. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Beddington SF, a male on Apr 4th and a female on 30th. 


Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Beddington SF, one on Sept | Ith. 


Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Beddington SE, one flew S at 15.30 hrs on Sept 15th and one flew SSW at-09.20 
hrs on Sept 16th. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 
Wormley, one on Apr 15th. 
Queen Mother Res, a female on Jan 23rd. Wraysbury GP, one on Feb 9th. 


Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
Beddington SF, one on Aug 30th. 


ArcticSkua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Beddington SE, two dark-phase birds flew W on Sept 8th. 


Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 
Beddington SF, one on Sept 13th. 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
Beddington SF, one on Oct 15th. . 


Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 
Broxbourne Woods, one on Dec 31st. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 


Summer Migrants 
Garganey 

Marsh Harrier 
Osprey 

Hobby 

Little Ringed Plover 
Sandwich Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 

Black Tern 

Turtle Dove 
Cuckoo 

Swift 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 

House Martin 
Tree Pipit 

Yellow Wagtail 
Nightingale 
Redstart 

Whinchat 
Wheatear 

Ring Ouzel 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Wood Warbler 
Willow Warbler 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 


Winter Migrants 
Bittern 

Smew 

Goosander 

Jack Snipe 

Water Pipit 


- Fieldfare 
Redwing 
Brambling 


Arrival 

Apr 14 Beddington SF 

Apr 4 Beddington SF 

Apr 25 Hilfield Park Res 

Apr 15 Brent Res 

Mar 11 Barn Elms and Staines Res 
Apr 2 Barn Elms Res 

Apr 6 Fishers Green and Staines Res 
Apr 17 Staines Res 

Apr 17 Staines Res 

Apr 18 Brent Res 

Apr 9 Colney Heath 

Apr 15 Beddington SF 

Mar 8 Holmethorpe SP 

Mar 23 Barn Elms Res 

Mar 24 Molesey 

Apr 8 Hainault Forest and Staines Res 
Apr | Tyttenhanger GP 

Apr 9 Wraysbury GP 

Apr | Scratch Wood, Woodmansterne 
Apr 12 Queen Mother Res 

Mar 7 Dungeon Hill, Woodmansterne 
Mar 12 Barn Elms Res 

Apr 12 South Norwood CP 

Apr 2 Wraysbury GP 

Apr 7 Lonsdale Road Res 

Apr 14 Elmbridge Leisure Centre 
Apr 7 Littlebrook and Wraysbury GP 
Apr 15 Wraysbury GP 

Apr 24 Regent’s Park 

Mar 24 Staines Moor 

May 6 Middlesex Filter Beds 

Apr 5 Bletchingley 

Departure 

Mar 29 Amwell GP 

Mar 26 Thorpe Water Park 

Apr 29 Wraysbury GP 

Apr 15 Chipstead Lake 

Apr 15 Rye Meads 

May 7 Amwell GP 

Apr 30 Regent’s Park 

May 15 Dulwich Park 


Departure 

Nov 1 Walton Res 

Nov | Regent’s Park 

Sept 17 Walthamstow Marsh 

Oct-12 Cheshunt GP 

Sept 15 Wraysbury GP 

Octls Staines Res 

Oct 12 Regent’s Park 

Sept 24 King George VI Res 

Sept 23 King George VI Res 

Oct 29 Surbiton 

Octe23 Woldingham 

Oct 2 Beddington SF 

Octal, Beddington SF 

Oct 30 Old Harlow 

Oct 16 Hampstead Heath 

Oct 7 Rainham Marsh 

Oct 21 Walton Res 

Aug 21 Hampstead Heath 

Oct 8 Rammey Marsh 

Oct 28 Hampton Court Park 

Nov 11 Wm Girling Res 

Oct 16 Lordship Rec.Ground 

Sept 2 Rainham Marsh 

Oct 2 Dartford Marsh 

Oct 1 Dagenham Chase 

Nov 25 Tottenham Marsh 

Oct 8 Romford 

Ochs Dagenham Chase 

Sept 26 Battersea Park 

Oct 21 Wraysbury GP 

Oct 10 Brent Res 

Oct 8 Bessels Green 

Arrival 

Oct Cheshunt GP 

Nov 4 King George V Res 

Oct 28 Panshanger Park 

Oct 12 Amwell GP 

Oct 14 Rainham Marsh and Rye 
Meads 

Sept 30 Downe Barns Farm 

Sept 21 South Norwood CP 

Sept 30 Brent Res 
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Ringing Report for 1995 
PE.Jones 


This was another quiet year, although several species were caught in good numbers. While 
winter migrants were few and far between, a number of our summer migrants did 
particularly well. The highlight of the year for most was the huge increase in Whitethroats 
with most ringers recording their “best ever year’ - nearly a thousand were ringed in the 
Area. Pride of place must go to the Runnymede Ringing Group who increased their 
Whitethroat catch from 223 in 1994, to 511 in 1995. Warblers on the whole increased at 
most sites with larger numbers of Reed Warbler, Chiffchaff and Sedge Warbler recorded. 
The mild winter at the start of the year led to above average numbers of Long-tailed Tits 
being caught, although this is also partly due to the recently developed habit of visiting 
garden bird tables to feed on peanuts, which appears to have helped their survival rates; 
this habit has become widespread in the last year or so. Siskins also had a good year. 


Particular note must be made of the continuing project at Beddington Sewage Farm to 
ring the Tree Sparrows with 13 adult and 339 pulli ringed. The number of pw//i in total 
ringed in the London Area was up on last year, thanks mainly due to the efforts of Rye 
Meads and Runnymede Ringing Groups. In addition to the Tree Sparrows, 975 nestlings 
were ringed of 28 species, including: 178 Sedge Warbler, 44 Common Tern, 31 Kestrel, 
six Grey Heron, six Yellow Wagtail and ten Lapwing. 


A number of the more unusual birds caught included: one Water Rail, 17 Stock Dove, one 
Black Redstart, one Wheatear, two Whinchat, three Firecrest and one Pied Flycatcher. 


A number of interesting recoveries were reported during the year and a selection are 
noted below. 


Key to symbols used: » 

V Controlled (caught or trapped, released with ring) 
VV Field or sight record 

i Shot or killed by man 

x Found dead 


Cormorant , 

L07961 25.06.94 Puffin Island, Anglesey 
VV_ 18.01.95 Hilfield Park Reservoir, Herts, 312km. 
VV_ 16.12.95 Hilfield Park Reservoir, Herts 


Grey Heron 
L280284 20.04.95 Osterley, Middx 
X 09.06.95 Kingston upon Thames, Surrey, 9km. 
Greylag Goose 
5115145 28.06.87 Sevenoaks Reserve, Kent 


X 08.06.95 Aborfield, Reading, Berks, 76km. 


Canada Goose 
5168490 


Gadwall 
FC43237 


Tufted Duck 
FC43248 


Kestrel 
ES39953 


ES01879 


Coot 
FH46398 


Little Owl 
ES01876 
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13.07.91 Hampton, Middx 
20.10.95 Sevenoaks, Kent, 40km. 


26.01.92 Rye Meads, Herts 
16.01.95 Earith, Cambs, 65km. 


22.08.92 Rye Meads, Herts 


26.08.94 Portimojarvi, Ylitornio, Lappi, Finland, 2105km. 


07.01.95 Kempton Park, Surrey 
17.01.95 Ottinge, Elham, Canterbury, Kent, 109km 


30.06.94 Osterley, Middx 
03.06.95 Micheldever, Hants, 70km. 


02.12.89 Rye Meads, Herts 
30.03.95 Elmley, Sheppey, Kent, 71 km. 


16.06.94 Osterley, Middx 


X 26.05.95 Banbury, Oxon, 92km. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker 


RB45709 


Sand Martin 
H019019 


Swallow 
KK05873 


_ Meadow Pipit 
- J351684 


Grey Wagtail 
J056954 


Wren 
9F6124 


30.09.92 Sandwich Bay, Kent 


V_ 20.07.95 Hurst Green, Oxted, Surrey, 96km. 


05.07.92 Rye Meads, Herts 
06.08.95 Tallington, Lincs, 101km. 


30.08.86 Rye Meads, Herts 
cl1991 Boje-Ebok, Nigeria, 5100km. 


03.10.93 Mitcham Common, Surrey 
25.08.94 Nr Ainthorpe, Whitby, N Yorks, 344km. 


28.09.94 Landguard, Suffolk 
29.04.95 Hogsmill SF, Surrey, 133km. 


29.04.93 Rye Meads, Herts 
15.06.94 Stodmarsh, Canterbury, Kent, 96km. 
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Blackbird 
RH38986 11.03.95 Rye Meads, Herts 
X 15.04.95 Ohlenstedt, Luneberg, Germany, 616km. 
Grasshopper Warbler 
ISZ3333 02.06.94 Beckley Rifle Range, Oxon 
V_ 01.07.94 Wraysbury GP, Bucks, 58km. 
Sedge Warbler 
F228884 14.04.95 Rye Meads, Herts 
V 30.07.95 Wick, Nr Christchurch, Dorset, 169km. 
4505382 08.08.93 Wetteren, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium 
V_ 07.05.94 Wraysbury GP, Bucks, 312km. 
Reed Warbler 
F228764 27.06.94 Rye Meads, Herts 
V 31.08.94 Hondarribia, Guipuzcoa, Spain, 943km. 
J161300 05.06.94 Littlebrook, Dartford, Kent 
V 29.04.95 St Ouen, Jersey, Channel Islands, 303km. 
H607304 18.09.93 Rye Meads, Herts 
V 25.09.93 Le Teich, Gironde, France, 796km. 
Lesser Whitethroat 
H878538 20.08.94 Rye Meads, Herts 
V 29.04.95 Fagbury, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk, 90km. 
Blackcap 
33V77991 30.04.93 Den Haan, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium 
V 24.04.94 Rye Meads, Herts, 217km. 
J228720 18.07.93 Lower Feltham, Middx 
V_ 13.04.94 Vladslo, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, 237km. 
Chiffchaff 
9X3780 15.10.94 Kempton Park, Surrey 
V_ 05.01.95 Casablanca, Morocco, 2061km. 
4W8295 01.07.95 Nr Didlington, Norfolk 
V 30.09.95 Kempton Park, Middx, 141km. 
Willow Warbler 
4W3095 05.08.94 Cissbury Ring, Worthing, Sussex 


V_ 01.07.95 Kempton Park, Middx, 61km. 


Long-tailed Tit 
0W3873 02.10.94 Sevenoaks Reserve, Kent 
V_ 07.02.95 Holland Park, Middx, 37km. 
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Chaffinch 
B754132 13.10.89 Eekenkooi, Noord-Braband, Netherlands 
V_ 05.11.94 Croxley Green, Herts, 361km. 
Siskin 
J574739 16.04.94 Croxley Green, Herts 
V_ 22.01.95 Pentyrch, Glamorgan, 196km. 
JB44563 10.02.94 Sevenoaks, Kent 
V_ 14.02.95 Lauwe, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, 216km. 
C3355 11 16.03.95 Sevenoaks, Kent 
X 25.05.95 Kildary, Invergordon, Highland Region, 769km. 
Reed Bunting 
H281762 01.02.92 Itchen Abbas, Hants 
V_ 29.04.95 Wraysbury GP, Bucks, 63km. 
F673073 29.10.94 Roptazijl, Friesland, Netherlands 


V_ 07.02.95 Beddington SF, Surrey, 430km. 


There are also a large number of gulls from the Continent which winter in the London 
Area. The following countries provided ringing movements for Black-headed Gulls (with 
most of the rings read in the field): Belgium (1), Denmark (6), Estonia (6), Finland (7), 
Germany (2), Lithuania (4), Poland (1), Sweden (3) and Latvia (1). In addition two foreign 
ringed Common Gulls were recorded, one from Germany and one from Holland. 


List of Contributors 

The compiler gratefully acknowledges the valuable information received from the 
following: S. Connor, C.W. Dee (Rye Meads Ringing Group), P. Delaloye (Maple Cross 
Ringing Group), J. Forss (Hersham Ring Group), J. Gent, A. Gibson, D.G. Harris, K. 
Herber (Runnymede Ringing Group), M. Netherwood, R.F. Sanderson and M. Waller. 


P Jones, Sheppards Barn, Hurst Green, Oxted, Surrey RH8 OBS 
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American Golden Plover 
at King George - 
VI Reservoir - 
New to the 
London Area 


A.V.Moon 


ACCOUNT eae 

The forecast for Saturday September 2nd 1995 was, I seem to recall, for morning showers 
or more persistent rain, followed by a sunny afternoon. I decided to wait for the promised 
afternoon improvement before venturing out; I already knew that quite a few birds were 
on the move and in particular I had already received a call from Mark Hardwick to say 
that he had seen a Montagu’s Harrier on Hampstead Heath - an excellent London bird. In 
addition a Red-backed Shrike had been found on Walthamstow Marsh - clearly something 
unusual was happening - it seemed propitious for a good afternoons birdwatching. 

My first port of call was at Wraysbury reservoir at about 15.00 hrs which I walked 
round and probably left at about 17.15 hrs. I then decided to call in at the nearby King 
George VI reservoir and I probably arrived at that site at about 17.30 hrs. This reservoir 
had been full until about August 21st when the water level started to drop at rate of about 
three metres per week; by September 2nd the level was about four or five metres down 
and a large area of the sloping concrete bank had become exposed. This is always a major 
attraction for birds (mostly ducks and Lapwings) which rest on the bank just above the 
water line. The colour of the concrete normally covered by water is strikingly bright 
(compared to the section above the normal water level which is distinctly dirty), this has 
the effect of silhouetting any bird along the water’s edge -making observations that much 
easier. 

King George VI reservoir is rectangularly shaped, about 1,800 metres long and between 
600 and 1,000 metres wide and orientated with the long axis running north-south. Because 
of the time of day and the angle of the sun I guessed that the south end would be the best 
point to arrive at (there are only a few access points around the reservoir and none on the 
west side). I spent quite a while (probably about 40 minutes) just scanning through the 
multitudes of ducks along the west and northwest banks, as well as on the water. Because 
of the excellent viewing conditions (bright with no heat haze) I thought it was worth a 
scan along the whole northern margins of the reservoir (this could save me a long walk!), 
something that is quite feasible with a Questar in good conditions. 

At about 18.10 hrs I saw a plover towards the northeast corner at a range of about 
1,600 metres. My initial impression was of a small Golden Plover in faded summer plumage 
(about 25% lost), with a vaguely dainty gait, an unbelievably striking white supercilium 
and white sides to the breast. It looked, superficially, rather like a small summer plumaged 
Grey Plover. I considered then that it might well be an American Golden Plover, but the 
likelihood seemed too preposterous for words (it had never been recorded in the London 
Area before). I needed better views. I left the south side and drove round to the north side 
and I arrived on the north bank at its west end at about 18.25 hrs. The plover was in almost 
exactly the same place (it was feeding constantly) and I picked it up straight away, but it 
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was still 7-800 metres away; the light from this angle was ideal with the sun almost directly 
behind me. The plover was still looking good but I needed to get a lot closer before I could 
safely clinch its identity, so I started to walk briskly along the top of the bank in the 
direction of the bird. 

However, I had not gone more than a few hundred metres along the top when I flushed 
a mass of Lapwings and assorted ducks from the bank (I hadn’t even bothered to look at 
these at all, despite the fact that they were a lot closer than the plover) and [heard a wader 
calling from amongst the Lapwings with a loud, persistent and rather trilling ‘prrrrt’ “prrrrt’. 
I immediately suspected that it was a Pectoral Sandpiper so I frantically scanned through 
the Lapwings and sure enough there was a wader with the appearance of a Ruff flying 
amongst them - my suspicions were confirmed. After flying around for a while (fast, 
direct flight) it then settled on the bank 70 metres away allowing excellent views (albeit 
against the light). This was now a major distraction; what a ludicrous situation to be in 
with one, probably two American waders and no-one else in sight. The time was now 
18.35 hrs. 

I immediately phoned Dave Morris on my mobile phone (sadly Pete Naylor, the most 
regular observer at this site, was in the America at the time) to tell him that I had a 
Pectoral Sandpiper and a probable American Golden Plover on King George VI and urged 
him to come down as quickly as possible. Unfortunately, with disastrously bad timing, the 
battery on my phone decided to give up the ghost and so attempts to phone other people 
were completely thwarted. With only two hours light left I would have to clinch the 
identification and then leave the reservoir again before I could phone the news out. Time 
was not on my side. I edged closer to the plover (which was still in much the same place 
on the western bank) but I was still about 400 metres away; nevertheless many of the 
salient features were now apparent - it was strikingly long-legged (especially above the 
knee), it seemed long-winged (but I still couldn’t be absolutely sure of the primary 
extension), it was quite streamlined, it had a striking pure white supercilium which extended 
down the sides of the neck in a ‘tear-drop’ shape and the black of the summer plumage of 
the belly extended right up to the closed wing in places. Dave Morris arrived at about 
18.50 hrs. 

As soon as he arrived he told me that he had had a partially summer plumaged “Golden 
Plover’ flying over Staines, in the direction of King George VI, at about 16.00 hrs which 
gave a disyllabic call...... 

The Pectoral Sandpiper was still feeding happily on the bank about 50-70 metres 
away. However we could add no further features to the plover at 400 metres. We had to 
hear it call and see the underwing. We walked towards the bird and then dropped down 
and walked outside the reservoir bank (to avoid flushing other birds) and came up close to 
where we thought the bird was. Unfortunately we had judged it too well, since, although 
we crawled along the top of the reservoir bank, the bird was directly below us and we 
’ flushed everything - Lapwings, ducks as well as the plover - as we popped our heads over 
- the concrete edge. It called almost immediately - a disyllabic ‘chur-lee’ initially and then 
several further calls that were much closer to a Spotted Redshank and more disyllabic - 
‘chu-weet’ or ‘chew-deep’, quite a clipped call especially on the second note (very different 
from the plaintive monosyllabic call of Golden Plover). As it was always flying away I 
had some difficulty seeing its underwing, although I had managed to pick the bird up 
quite quickly in the Optolyth as it outpaced the Lapwings, nevertheless its underwing 
seemed dark. However on landing on the northern bank it held its wings pointing skywards 
for a second or so and I was able to see that there was no white or pale wing lining and the 
axillaries were dark. 

It was 19.10 hrs. We both left immediately (it was ten minute walk back to our cars) to 
phone out the news. I returned to the reservoir in the northwest corner at about 19.40 hrs 
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and quickly picked up the bird where it had landed about half way along the northern 
bank, it was motionless, just standing at the edge of the water and was completely broadside 
on. It was now only 100-150 metres away. It was still bright (with the sun behind me) and 
the dull, flat evening light, and complete lack of wind, provided excellent viewing 
conditions. Now that it was no longer feeding it provided the best views and at last I was 
able to see conclusively the considerable extension of the primary tips beyond the tail tip. 
Three other observers arrived to see it and I watched it until dusk and left it resting in the 
same place at 20.20 hrs. It was not present the next day (and I had not expected it to be 
since the reservoir had no ‘holding power’ and I had urged people I phoned to come down 
that evening since, I did not expect it to be present the next day). 


DESCRIPTION 


General Character and Appearance: 

The only waders alongside were Lapwings, which were about half as big again (in 
terms of body bulk), but it was obviously a Golden Plover type with quite a long neck, 
and a very horizontal head and body posture, with long thin legs and a streamlined 
rear-end. Overall it lacked the rather more tubby appearance of Golden Plover. It was 
feeding continually from when I first saw it until it was flushed - typically it would run 
for a few steps, stop and either look ahead or stoop down to pick up a food item from 
the reservoir bank. It seemed to me to be a little bit more active than the comparatively 
sluggish Golden Plover (although that has to be rather subjective since there was no 
direct comparison). It always seemed long-legged (Golden Plover seldom seems to 
show much leg above the knee) and always gave the impression of being long-winged, 
although I did not confirm the latter until I saw it at its closest. 


Upperparts: 

Very striking pure white supercilium (blazingly white as the light deteriorated) meeting 
above the bill; the supercilium was quite wide along its whole length, although at its 
thinnest over the eye. The superciltum extended around the rear of the ear coverts 
right down onto the sides of the breast; from the upper rear corner of the ear coverts 
downwards to the breast the whiteness of this supercilium ‘extension’ was a little less 
strikingly white. The crown was very dark brown or black (with a few paler spots) 
which extended in a narrow band down the centre of the back of the neck onto the 
back and mantle. The back, mantle, scapulars and coverts were all strongly spangled 
with irregularly shaped and patterned spots; the overall background colour was very 
dark brown or black, whilst the spots were mostly rather dull golden. In particular 
there were two lines of white dots running across the covert region and quite a lot of 
white ‘slashes’ in the greater covert region. The overall appearance of the spots in 
bright sunlight was golden, but as the light deteriorated it seemed more black and 
white. The tertials had dark brown centres with buffy-white notches at intervals along 
the whole length of each feather. The primaries (which were only visible beyond the 
tertial tips) were black. The primaries on the closed wing extended way beyond the tip 
of the tail (although I only really clinched this on the closest views when it was broadside 
on) and I would estimate - since I could not make out the precise feather tips - that at 
least two and probably three primary tips extended beyond the tail tip. I would also 
estimate that four or even five primary tips were visible beyond the tertials. In other 
words the tips of the tertials fell well short of the tail tip. 


Bill: 
Black and slim; I estimated the length to be approximately equal to that from the bill 
base to the rear of the eye. 
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Underparts: 

Side of face, ear coverts, throat and the breast and centre of the belly was entirely 
black, except for the sides of the breast (as an extension of the supercilium) which 
were off white and extended downwards and widened considerably into a ‘tear-drop’ 
shape towards the leading edge of the closed wing - this white patch was bordered 
below by black which extended right up to the closed wing. In addition there was one 
patch of white showing on the side of the breast. The black on the belly also extended 
right up to the closed wing on both sides, but it was patchy here and intermixed with 
white feathering. The rear belly was blotched with black (but did not extend up to the 
closed wing) and the undertail coverts were wholly white. 


Legs: 
Black. Long and quite thin with a good extension above the knee (I would estimate 
this extension to be about 33-50% the length of the leg below the knee). On the final 
views when it was motionless on the bank it was a little more hunched, making the leg 
length less obvious. 


In flight: 
The upperwing and uppertail seemed uniform and I did not note a pale wingbar. Legs 
not noted to extend beyond tail tip. Wings seemed slim and long compared with Golden 
Plover. The whole of the underwing and axillaries were uniformly dusky and showed 
no white or pale wing lining. 


Call: 
Only called in flight. A distinctly disyllabic ‘chur-lee’ initially on being flushed, then 
several calls that were much closer to a Spotted Redshank and more disyllabic - ‘chu- 
weet’ or “chew-deep’, quite a clipped call especially on the second note (very different 
from the plaintive monosyllabic call of Golden Plover). 
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Andrew Moon, 46 Highfield Way, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2PR. 
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Little Bittern 
at Hampstead Heath - — 
June 1995 


M.A. Hardwick 


The following is an account of the finding, in rather 
bizarre circumstances, of the adult female Little 
Bittern at Hampstead Heath on June 19th 1995. 

At about 19.15 hrs on June 19th I received a | 
call from Andrew Moon saying he had just received 
a telephone report of an adult Night Heron in 
Bushy Park. I said thank you very much and good luck if you are going to see it. Fifteen 
minutes elapsed before another call from Andrew this time sounding rather anxious and 
asking “is there a Leg of Mutton Pond on Hampstead Heath?”’. I replied in the affirmative 
and he said that it seems the Night Heron was there rather than the identically named 
pond in Bushy Park (the telephone caller ringing in the sighting had not mentioned the 
site but did say it was near Jack Straw’s Castle - a local Hampstead pub of some repute!). 
This sent me rushing off in a complete panic as Night Heron would be a superb bird for 
this site and I could not bear the thought of missing it on my local patch. 

I arrived very breathless at the Pond at about 20.10 hrs to find no other observers 
present. After a few moments scanning I found what had to be the bird partially obscured 
low in an overhanging willow. However, it clearly was not a Night Heron. Even with 
relatively poor views of the obscured bird I strongly suspected Little Bittern. This sent me 
into an even greater state of panic and extraordinary thoughts of doubt began to enter my 
head. Was I right? Why wasn’t it a Night Heron? After about five minutes (it seemed 
longer) of complete and utter panic I calmed myself down and started to note the visible 
features of the bird. It had to be a Little Bittern but to ease the burden of doubt I called 
Andrew Self (who lives nearby) on my mobile and talked through the visible features with 
him. He immediately agreed that it had to be a Little Bittern and said he would leave for 
the site straight away. 

I continued to: watch the bird which was becoming more active and finally revealed 
itself in all its glory moving very carefully and slowly into the dead overhanging branches 
of the willow. I was now not only able to say it was a Little Bittern but that it was an adult 
female. The first other observers to arrive were fellow local patcher Peter Dickinson and 
Andrew Self. I telephoned just about every London birdwatcher whose number was handy 
and by complete darkness at 22.10 hrs, between 35 and 40 observers had managed to see 
the bird. This was despite some considerable confusion on the information services and 
the main paging service putting out an incorrect grid reference. Somewhat surprisingly, 
the bird was gone by 04.00 hrs the following morning and was not seen again. 

A bizarre set of circumstances (wrong species, wrong site - Night Heron at Bushy 
Park becoming Little Bittern on Hampstead Heath!) had led to a superb rarity being found 
on my local patch. 





DESCRIPTION 


General appearance and behaviour: 
A tiny hunched heron, dark brown above with obvious pale wing panel and paler 
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below. Perhaps slightly larger in terms of length than the nearby Moorhen, but more 
considerable in bulk especially when hunched. Dark capped head with orangy yellow 
dagger-like bill. Green legs. Movements were few and very circumspect and typical 
of a small heron species. On two occasions the bird jolted into frozen “vertical 
alarm” posture stretching its neck and pointing its bill skywards. The first of these 
was in response to a passing aircraft and the second when a very noisy group of 
Italian tourists passed nearby. The bird was seen to catch a small fish on one occasion. 


Plumage and hardparts: 
Dark brown back with very noticeable pale edges to the scapulars. Flight feathers 
contrasted strongly with paler, buff coverts forming a pale wing panel effect. Dark tail 
which was solidly dark as far as could observed. Pale buff underparts with faint tea- 
coloured vertical streaks, which were most obvious on the upper-breast and barely 
discernible on the lower belly and flanks. Green legs. Chin was paler than the rest of 
the underparts and perhaps best described as a dirty-white colour. 


At first glance the head appeared uniformly buff with a dark crown. Upon closer 
examination the pattern was much more subtle than this. The crown was satin-black 
with a distinctly blue hue to it in good light. This contrasted strongly with the rest of 
the head giving the bird a capped appearance. Dark crown extended back onto the 
nape but became gradually slightly paler as it merged into the mantle. Ear coverts 
were a beautiful, subtle orangey-brown colour and this feature was more pronounced 
than in any field guide paintings or photographs I have seen. Plain buff side of neck 
and throat. Dark brown lores. Pale buff supercilium, strongest in front of and above 
the eye, contrasting strongly with the black crown and also with the orangey-brown 
car coverts. Pronounced eye with a yellow iris and dark pupil. No eye ring noted. 
Long bill was very sharp and pointed, orange-yellow in colour and dagger-like in 
appearance. The combination of this bill and the yellow and black eye gave the bird 
a somewhat fierce, jowled expression. 


_ The bird was not heard to call. 


Mark A. Hardwick, The Garden Flat, 13 Southcote Rd, London N19 5BJ. 
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Autumn Bird Counts in 
Kensington Gardens 
ROO aoe 


R.FE-. Sanderson 


INTRODUCTION 
In 1995 the Society published Max Nicholson’s material that he prepared in the mid- 
1920s for a popular book entitled ‘Bird-Watching in London’. The material deals largely 
with his own detailed observations on the birds of Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park. I 
was very pleased to be asked to prepare an appendix to Max’s work, summarising by 
species both personal and published bird records for the two parks, thereby bringing the 
picture up to date. Last year, 1995, also happened to be the 70th anniversary of Max’s first 
series of censuses of the birds of Kensington Gardens. It therefore seemed appropriate to 
carry out another census, particularly as the most recent census in the series was 20 years 
ago. Details of that 1975 census, together with a comparison with the first census of 1925, 
are included in *Bird-Watching in London’. ; 

The table on page 174 summarises the results of the five autumn bird counts in 
Kensington Gardens between 1925 and 1995. 

Despite the many variables that affect bird numbers from year to year, I believe that 
periodic counts of this nature, of a well defined area, are of great value. They identify 
trends in local populations of common species, which other recording methods do not 
always have time or space to report. These can be used to measure the effects on some 
species of site management, or lack of it, on the lakes as well as the shrubberies. 

Although a census is only a ‘snapshot’ of birds present on a particular day in the year, 
it does, in my opinion, accurately reflect what regular observers to an area perceive to be 
happening to their bird population over time. 

Bird counts cannot be 100% accurate for all species. In all probability the 1995 bird 
census of Kensington Gardens under-counted those elusive species that stay well hidden - 
in the shrubberies with hardly a hint of their presence (eg Wren, Dunnock and House 
Sparrow). But I doubt if many birds were missed in that way, and perhaps a similar number 
was missed in previous censuses. Complete accuracy is desirable and care was taken, 
during the total of nearly 17 man-hours of fieldwork, to look at every tree and shrubbery, 
and to watch for over-flying birds that might already have been counted. But in the final 
analysis minor changes from year to year can be ignored, Small fluctuations probably 
denote a fairly stable population. 

The objectives are to monitor significant changes in numbers of the common species 
and to note the diversity of species using an area, then to compare the results with published 
data for similar habitats nearby, and with national trends. 





KENSINGTON GARDENS 
Kensington Gardens cover an area of 111 hectares of which six hectares is water (the 
Long Water and Round Pond). There are areas set aside as shrubberies and a large number 
of trees which combine to give the gardens a certain tranquillity, in contrast to the wide 
open expanse of adjoining Hyde Park. 

In recent years a large proportion of the mature trees have disappeared either from 
disease (Dutch elm), or from the effects of very strong winds (1987 and 1990 in particular). 
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Extensive replanting has taken place since the 1970s, but the lack of planting during and 
just after the war has meant fewer trees are currently approaching maturity. 

The area devoted to shrubberies has remained largely unchanged since the 1975 census, 
but some improvements have taken place in their maintenance. Previously leaf debris was 
removed by January each year, but attempts to compost the leaves was not successful, as 
the tough leathery London plane leaf accounted for some 80% of the material and so took 
many years to decompose. A larger shredder was purchased and since 1992 all of the 
shrub areas have been forked annually and spread with generous quantities of leaf mould. 
The surface soil which used to be compacted is now more drought resistant and the worm 
population appears to have benefited from the improved soil condition, as should some 
species of birds. 

The Long Water was completely closed for boating in the late 1970s, previously rowing 
boats coming under the bridge from Hyde Park, Serpentine could use about two-thirds of 
the water area. This has encouraged some birds like Cormorant and Grey Heron to spend 
more time in the gardens and created more potential nest sites for Coot and Great Crested 
Grebe. 

One other important change that could have affected the bird life of the parks is the 
growth of grey squirrel numbers. During the 1925 census 21 were counted; shortly 
afterwards they were eliminated, not reappearing until the early 1970s. In 1975 ten were 
counted, but by the time of the 1995 census their numbers had grown to 85. Three nest- 
boxes, erected for owls, were used by squirrels in 1995. 

The 1995 census shows a fall in total numbers of over 900 birds: a 40% reduction 
from the 1975 total. Most of the fall is accounted for by four species - Mallard, Woodpigeon, 
Blackbird and House Sparrow. The number of species, which increased from 28 in 1966 
to 44 in 1975, remained high at 42 species in 1995S. 

An earlier census was carried out on November 7th 1995, but unfortunately the notebook 
containing the detailed results was dropped and picked up by a woman jogger, who went 
off at speed in the opposite direction! Although a total of 15 man-hours of fieldwork was 
wasted that day, it did give valuable experience to the team who put that to good use the 
following week. The November 7th census recorded three species that were not seen 
during the second census: 


Stock Dove | 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 3 

Herring Gull l 
DUCKS, GEESE AND GULLS 


Both Mallard and Tufted Duck have shown a dramatic fall in numbers since the 1975 
_ census. During the summers of 1994 and 1995 lower water levels led to an outbreak of 
_ botulism on the Long Water which killed many of the wildfowl. In 1994 the death toll 
included 81 Mallard, with a further 43 dying the following year. Monthly wildfowl counts 
‘show that on September 14th 1994, when we might expect at least 100 Mallard, there 
were only 21 and on the September 13th 1995 there were just five. This suggests that 
_ although the death toll was lower in 1995 the cumulative effect had devastated Mallard 
numbers. There was also low breeding success in 1995. In July there were five broods 
totalling 28 young on the Long Water and Serpentine, but by the time of the August count 
there were none. Some may have died of botulism, others were preyed upon by Herring 
Gulls and Lesser Black-backed Gulls present in small numbers throughout the breeding 
season. Five broods of Mallard is the lowest number reported in any year since regular 
reporting of wildfowl in the park began thirty years ago. 
_ There is a similar explanation for the low numbers of Tufted Ducks. The November 
counts are shortly before the influx of wintering birds from the continent and should 
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therefore represent the largely resident population. Botulism accounted for 19 Tufted 
Duck in 1995, but in contrast to the Mallard, there was an unprecedented count of 76 
young in 12 broods on July 19th 1995 and most of these were on the Round Pond. But as 
with Mallard, the survival rate of the young was very low. 

Shoveler has appeared on the census list for the first time. This species has become a 
regular autumn and winter visitor since the mid-1970s, coinciding with a tendency for 
increased sighting of Shoveler in Central London and the closure of the Long Water to 
boating which has encouraged them to stay longer. 

The increase in Canada Goose numbers in London has been well documented (H 
Baker, 1984 and 1992). In Kensington Gardens the peak was passed in the late-1980s and 
numbers have now stabilised. This has only been achieved by preventing breeding in 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, where in 1996 thirty pairs nested and 193 eggs were 
pricked, and there was some culling under licence. Ringing has shown that there is a post- 
moult influx of Canada Geese from all parts of Greater London. Since 1994, when 1,700 
geese were ringed in the London Area, birds from 16 other locations have been sighted in 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens. Another new species on the census list in 1995 is the 
Greylag Goose. A flock of about 120 geese commute between St James’s Park, Buckingham 
Palace Garden, Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens; their numbers have increased since 
the mid-1980s despite attempts to control breeding. They nest in shrubberies often further 
from the water’s edge than the Canada Geese and nests are not easy to find. 

Although Herring Gull is missing from the census list for 1995, they are still regularly 
seen in the Gardens, more particularly during the period when young ducklings are present. 
About six birds fly between St James’s Park, Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens throughout 
the year, with larger numbers occasionally seen, those probably coming from north London 
where they breed in small numbers. 


RAPTORS 

Numbers have always been low. Up until the start of the 1990s Kestrels were frequently 
seen around the Gardens. At that time they nested regularly in the Kensington area and 
probably to the north of the Gardens as well. Since 1994 sightings of Kestrel have been 
substantially lower while those of Sparrowhawk have increased. In 1995 a pair of 
Sparrowhawks nested to the west of the gardens, rearing five young. 


WADERS 

The sighting of Snipe and Woodcock on the same day was quite exciting as both are rare 
visitors; each with only 19 previous sightings in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens this 
century. The Snipe was seen flying over and the Woodcock emerged from a shrubbery in 
the flower walk. 


WOODLAND BIRDS ; 

Among the species that are more usually found among the areas of trees in the gardens is 
the Woodpigeon. A few have joined the Feral Rock Doves and become quite tame, but 
most of the birds form small feeding flocks throughout the Gardens. Those flocks move 
around depending on food availability, so although numbers have halved compared to the 
1975 census there is no significance in this and the bird appears to be numerous as ever. 
A near relative that has never appeared during a census is the Stock Dove. Two or three 
pairs are usually present in the nesting season and at least one pair bred in Kensington 
Gardens in 1995. A single bird was seen a week before the November 14th 1995 census. 
Another species seen on November 7th 1995, but not during the census, was the Great 
Spotted Woodpecker. Three birds were seen that day and they are known to have nested in 
the leaf yardin 1995. ~ 
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The Tawny Owl has not been lost either. Indications are strong that one of the nest- 
boxes was used by them in 1995 and two birds were together in a tree above the flower 
walk in March 1996. 


BIRDS OF THE SHRUBBERIES 

Numbers of Wren and Dunnock are lower in the 1995 census, and although it is possible 
that some birds escaped our notice, regular observations and breeding season counts confirm 
recent reductions in numbers in Kensington Gardens. Similarly, Blackbird and Song Thrush 
counts are down. None of the species seem to have benefited from the changes in shrubbery 
management, or are other factors at work? In contrast Robins certainly appear to have 
benefited, with a healthy increase in numbers. 

Tit numbers have held up well since 1975, with a significant increase in Long-tailed 
Tits, which bred successfully in 1995. Small mixed tit flocks can often be seen around the 
shrubberies in autumn and these sometimes include Goldcrests. 

Without doubt the most significant change highlighted by the 1995 census has been 
the massive reduction in numbers of House Sparrow. All of the earlier censuses have 
shown a steady fall in numbers, but the rate of fall has accelerated over the last 20 years. 
In Kensington Gardens the autumn count showed the birds to be confined to one part of 
the Long Water Sanctuary; the sunken garden bordering Kensington Palace and two areas 
of the flower walk. Many of the birds now appear very shy; seldom coming to the hand to 
feed, nor even staying close by for the next morsel of food to be thrown to them. Preliminary 
findings from the 1996 breeding season census puts the breeding strength at no more than 
30 pairs - no longer as EMN described it in 1925, “exceedingly common”. 

As to the reason for this rapid and continuing decline in numbers, one could be parochial 
and suggest that they have not managed to compete with the Feral Rock Dove for food 
provided by visitors, but pigeon numbers according to the census have stabilised over the 
last twenty years. The loss of nest sites within the Gardens, where old buildings have 
recently been renovated was thought to be a factor, but during the 1996 nesting season 
there were many old oak trees, that appeared suitable as nest sites, which remained 
unoccupied. Predation may be a contributory factor - the House Sparrow was one of the 
main food items found at a nearby Sparrowhawk nest, 38 being counted among the prey 
species (Giddins, 1996). This might explain why some birds do not linger for long in open 
spaces, although it is unlikely to be the main cause of the continuing decline of the species. 
I fear that the real reason 1s to be found away from Kensington Gardens, for the House 
Sparrow is now also less common in St James’s Park, and indications are that this is 
becoming a national phenomenon. 


OTHER SPECIES 
Surprisingly, although the huge Starling roosts have disappeared from Trafalgar Square 
~ and St James’s Park, numbers of Starlings in the 1995 Kensington Gardens census actually 
_ increased. There are many movements of Starlings both mside and from outside Britain at 
this time of year. A more sedentary species is the Carrion Crow, now more numerous in 
Kensington Gardens than the House Sparrow; a most unlikely scenario in a less urban 
environment. Crows have been seen to take ducklings, Feral Rock Doves and Starlings in 
the Gardens and a rogue pair nesting over the sunken garden, destroyed many Blackbird 
and Song Thrush nests in 1995 and 1996. Most of the Carrion Crows are non-breeding 
individuals and, while others are nesting, a loose flock of more than 50 others can usually 
be found in the vicinity of the Speke monument west of the Long Water. 

Magpie numbers have increased since the last census. They first nested successfully 
in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens in 1971 and have increased steadily to their present, 
-probably stable, population of seven or eight breeding pairs. 
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Table 1. Autumn Bird Census of Kensington Gardens 1925-1995. 


1925 1948 1966 1975 1995 
Little Grebe - - - 1 - 
Great Crested Grebe - - - 5 ] 
Cormorant - - - - 2 
Grey Heron - - - ] 2 
Mute Swan - - z 5 13 
Canada Goose - - 34 59 116 
Greylag Goose - - - . 43 
Gadwall 1 - - - = 
Mallard 240 81 129 246 29 
Pochard 16 18 - 13 6 
Tufted Duck 7 ) 126 142 42 
Shoveler - - . - 9 
Sparrowhawk - - - ] 2 
Kestrel ] - l 2 - 
Snipe - - - - 1 
Woodcock - - - - 1 
Moorhen 26 10 19 20 15 
Coot - - 17 29 18 
Black-headed Gull 289 618 709 251 219 
Common Gull - 40 - 16 8 
Lesser Black-backed Gull - 1 Z 2 2 
Herring Gull - 1 - ] - 
Woodpigeon 241 5 56 386 159 
Tawny Owl - ] - ] = 
Great Spotted Woodpecker ] - - l . 
Skylark 11 - 2 - 
Grey Wagtail - - - - 1 
Pied Wagtail 1 - 1] 1] 10 
Wren 6 - 3 eS 6 
Dunnock 6 8 8 17 4 
Robin 16 fl 5 14 26 
Blackbird 72 99 250 191 111 
Song Thrush 4 16 i 2 
Redwing - - - 8 7 
Mistle Thrush 3 12 4 4 8 
Goldcrest - - - 4 2 
Long-tailed Tit - - - 1] 2a 
Coal Tit 3 3 5 3 5 
Blue Tit 3i7/ 16 15 45 45 
Great Tit 19 22 16 13 24 
Nuthatch : - - - ] 1 
Treecreeper aries 1 - 2 ] 
Jay - 11 4 8 8 
Magpie - - - 8 27 
Jackdaw m 2 l - - 
Carrion Crow 5 2 20 52 92 
Starling 411 2D 82 148 182 
House Sparrow 2603 885 642 544 81 
Chaffinch 10 7 1 6 - 
Greenfinch 2 - l 10 5 
Redpoll - - . 15 - 
Goldfinch - - - - 2 
No. of birds counted 3982 1949 2169 2319 1358 
Feral Rock Dove NC 66 619 NC 919 
SPECIES 2 25 28 44 42 


Feral Rock Doves were not counted in 1925 or 1975. EMN says that numbers in 1925 would have been low; near 
to 66 counted in 1948. Personal counts on 18 November 1969 (860 birds) and 11 November 1970 (1,130 birds) 
give an indication that there were probably around 1,000 in 1975. 
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Details of counts:- 


1925 2 & 4 November (E. M. and B. D. Nicholson) - Nicholson 1995 

1948 19 December (S. Cramp and W. G. Teagle) - Cramp & Teagle 1950 

1966 19 December (R. Sanderson, D. A. Boyd, J. P. Wigery & P. Ball) - Sanderson 1968 

1975 2 November (E. M. Nicholson, Sir Con O’Neill, R. Sanderson & P. Ball) - Nicholson 1995 
1995 14 November (R. Sanderson, C. Raymond and G. Giddins) 

CONCLUSION 


The interest in the 1995 census was not only the dramatic and continuing fall in numbers 
of House Sparrows, but also that the majority of species that have increased in numbers 
seem to fall into the least desirable category. I include Canada Goose and Greylag Goose 
in that category, as gardeners blame them for over-grazing and visitors for the mess they 
make round the lakes; they are also the ‘bully-boys’. When food is thrown to the ducks the 
geese quite quickly push the ducks out of their way possibly reducing the numbers of 
ducks that winter in the park. Carrion Crows and Magpies, both increasing, are responsible 
in no small measure for the losses of nests and young of many species. At least the Feral 
Rock Dove now seems to have stabilised, but perhaps at too high a level. They tend to 
congregate in large flocks by the entrance gates where, despite being discouraged, people 
continue to feed them regularly. There were also seven species new to the census list this 
time (see Table 1). 

The value of the census was perhaps to show that there may already have been some 
benefits arising from improved management of the shrubberies and the recent provision 
of nest-boxes. While there were obvious benefits to the wildfow1 from closure to boats of 
the Long Water, the downside was the outbreak of botulism on the lake, which, it is hoped, 
will not become an annual event. 

As to conclusions, | think the census raised more questions than it has answered. Why 
has there been a decline in House Sparrows and Blackbirds; what is the relationship between 
songbirds and the growing number of corvids and which, if any, species should be 
controlled? 

A series of bird counts in a well defined area can be of both interest and value, but 
when drawing conclusions and trying to explain variations over a number of years, the 
results of that census can rarely be used in isolation to the wider environment. A census 
does not replace regular fieldwork in an area, rather it 1s a reasonably reliable way of 
identifying population trends. 

The results show how interesting birdwatching can be in Inner London, with at least 
42 species to be seen in a day in Kensington Gardens. Comparisons of these autumn 
counts with the series of breeding censuses also carried out in Kensington Gardens, shows 
that birdlife in the park is not isolated from other areas, with a continual arrival and 
departure of birds and species as the seasons progress. our urban birds are certainly not 

immune to what happens in the surrounding rural areas. 

I hope that this series of censuses will be of value in the future in comparing the 
results with other urban parks, and that someone will volunteer to carry out further censuses 
of Kensington Gardens perhaps in the year 2000, the 75th anniversary of Max’s first 

census. 
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Breeding Bird Populations in 
Hampton Court Park 


Dr D.A.C. McNeil 


INTRODUCTION 
Between the years 1971 and 1981 the author was the official bird observer at Hampton 
Court Park for the Department of the Environment. During that time he was expected to 
produce an annual report detailing the status of all bird species encountered in the park 
during the year. This requirement left the problem of the actual population sizes unresolved. 
To address this omission, in 1975 the author started a breeding bird census in the southern 
corner of the park which he continued with help from members of the Surbiton and District 
Bird Watching Society until 1981. This site had the advantage that 1t was the most distant 
from the popular entry points, and therefore suffered less random human disturbance. 
However, there was a golf course in that part of the park so human disturbance did occur. 
The purpose of the present paper is to set out the results obtained from this common 
bird census. 


DESCRIPTION OF THE PARK 

Hampton Court Park (TQ165680) is roughly semi-circular in shape. The north side is 
bounded by the main Molesey-Kingston Road (A308) and the southern arc by the river 
Thames. At the western extremity lies the Tudor palace and its formal gardens; this is the 
main tourist attraction, and human disturbance is very high, save in certain private 
maintenance areas. The centre of the park (Home Park) is a rough-grazed deer park of 
about 230 hectares, with three formal avenues of European limes (Tilia europea konigslind) 
radiating from the palace gardens, a central canal (the Long Water) and various other 
ponds mainly confined to the northern wall. Along the eastern edge is a thin strip of 
private farmland, mostly used for stock grazing. At the southern end of this strip is a small 
copse. 

The census area was bounded by the fence to this copse (see map); the fence separating 
the park from the Thames towpath, then from a private dwelling; an arbitrary yet convenient 
line of trees; and the centre of the southernmost formal avenue. Save for plantations of 
young trees which were fenced off from the park, the vegetation consisted of rough grass 
- except on the golfing greens and mown fairways - and mature trees. Observations started 
at the time of the spread of Dutch elm disease, which resulted in the loss of one tree 
during the census period; grazing had removed any shrub layer outside the plantations, 
and all the lower branches of the trees. Many of the avenue trees were about 300 years 
- old, and contained numerous holes which attracted hole-nesting birds, especially Starlings. 
On the other hand the absence of a shrub layer confined certain species, such as the Wren, 
to the boundaries of the study area. 


METHOD 

The common bird census methods of the British Trust for Ornithology are well documented. 

(Marchant ef a/, 1990). Plots of birds engaged in some form of breeding activity were 

made on individual ‘visit’ maps at fortnightly intervals between March and July; the details 
for each species were then transferred to individual ‘species’ maps, which were analysed 

by the British Trust for Ornithology staff. In a habitat where human management had 
changed the plant layers drastically, it may be assumed that only certain places would 
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support breeding pairs of a given species, and that these places would be used year after 
year. The author therefore used the annual plots to compile maps for each species over 
the duration of the census; for many species this assumption proved to be correct. 

No other plots were available for Hampton Court Park itself, so all references to these 
areas are based upon subjective estimates. 


RESULTS 

Table | gives the mean figures and the estimates for those species where it was possible 
to compile meaningful plots for the duration of the census. Estimates of territories from 
these plots were divided into two types: Main, where most years’ territories overlapped to 
form a tight group, and Marginal, where only a few years were represented, and/or the 
grouping was very loose. These definitions tended to be relative to the species under 
consideration. Further, in years of high numbers, extra pairs tended to intrude into the 
main territories and divide them, rather than occupy new or marginal territories. On this 
basis a calculation of the maximum carrying capacity of the census plot could be made by 
assuming that main territories could be divided by two pairs, whilst marginal ones could 
only be occupied by a single pair. Comparing the maxima annual counts made during the 
duration of the census with this calculated maximum (see Table 1) shows reasonable 
agreement. 


Table 1 
Species Territories 
Observed Estimated 
Maximum Mean Main Marginal Maximum 
Blackbird 1 8.57 7 2 16 
Carrion Crow 10 veal i] ” 16 
Blue Tit 10 7 8 0 16 
Chaffinch 7 328) 3 2 8 
Great Tit 6 3.29 3 3 9 
Song Thrush 4 2.29 3 0 6 
Wren 5 2.14 | 4 6 
Tree Sparrow + 2.14 | 2 4 
Nuthatch 3 1.86 2) 0 + 
Skylark 4 1.86 2 0 4 
Mistle Thrush 2 eal 2 0 4 
Jackdaw 3 evil | | 3 
Robin 3 eS l l 3 
Grey Partridge 2 ZY) l l 3 
Spotted Flycatcher D | l | 3 
Green Woodpecker D 0.86 0 l l 
Pied Wagtail l 0.71 | 0 D 
‘Jay ] 0.43 0 | | 
Stock Dove ] 0.43 0 l | 
| 
Totals 82 49.86 © 44 yp) 110 


Some species which bred did not lend themselves to this form of analysis, and are 
listed in Table 2. They can be divided into colonial-nesting finches, the Starling which 
Was super-abundant and did not hold a formal territory, and those species which bred only 
occasionally and for which there was not sufficient data to analyse. The Woodpigeon was 

- included in this group as in the early years of this work it was not included in the list of 
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species suitable for common bird census 
work and was therefore ignored. Starlings 
were recorded breeding only in the mature 
limes and horse chestnut (Aesculus 
hippocastanum) on the north/northwest of 
the plot, and the limes plus the occasional 
oak (Quercus) to the east. They appeared not 
to use the limes on the south. Recording their 
numbers was difficult in that nests could be 
located only when the young had reached a 
certain age and were calling loudly. As this 
was only for a relatively short time, it was 
possible for visits to miss this optimum and 
as a result the population was under- 
estimated. There is no doubt that the absence 
of woodpeckers - especially the Great 
Spotted - from this area is a result of 


Table 2 
Species Territories 

Observed 

Maximum Mean 

Starling 39 14.29 
Woodpigeon no count 
Kestrel 2 1.29 
Goldfinch 2 1.14 
Greenfinch 3 ] 
Mallard 2 0.86 
Gt.Sp. Woodpecker ] 0.29 
Linnet ] 0.29 
Magpie 1 0.29 
Whitethroat 1 0.14 
Treecreeper 1 0.14 


competition with Starlings for nesting holes. Greenfinches, Goldfinches and Linnets could 
occur anywhere in the census area, but always in small numbers. 

Table 3 lists those species which did not breed but were recorded on the census plot, 
together with their status in other parts of the park. 


Table 3 
Species 

Grey Heron 
Canada Goose 
Mute Swan 
Pheasant 
Lapwing 

Little Ow] 
Tawny Owl 
Cuckoo 

Swift 

Swallow 
House Martin 
Long-tailed Tit 
Wheatear 
Blackcap 
Garden Warbler 
Willow Warbler 
Dunnock 
Meadow Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Bullfinch 

Reed Bunting 
House Sparrow 


Plot Status 


Overall Status 


earosi Resident 
Occasional Resident 

POS Breeding resident 

1, 1980 Resident (breeding?) 
LOH 57, Winter visitor 

1, 1978 Not known* 

1, 1981 Not known* 


Summer, non breeding 
Occasional visitor 


Summer visitor 
Summer, feeding only 


aS Sil Occasional migrant 
Summer, occasional Bred just outside park 
li, IDS Rare 

Recorded 1977, 1979 Rare 

Singing, 1977, 1978 Rare 

1, 1975 singing Passage, rare 
Recorded 1978, 1981 Passage 


Annual, singing 

i, USTs) 

ll, Isa 

1, 1980 

1, 1980 

Recorded 1977, 1979 


Breeding resident 
Winter visitor 
Rare 

Occasional visitor 
Breeding resident 
Breeding resident 


*The official observer had to leave the park at the same time as everyone else in the evening. 


The overall maps for the period of the census show for many species the influence of 
both the lack of a shrub layer and the effects of human disturbance. Those species which 
were best suited to this particular type of habitat, such as the Blackbird and Carrion Crow, 
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show a wide distribution affected only by the presence of mature trees. Those species 
which require a shrub layer, such as the Wren, are confined to the south eastern and 
eastern side of the area, as is the Jay, a woodland species whose occurrence was influenced 
by the presence of the scrub just outside the census area. Finally, for the ground-nesting 
birds, the more tolerant Skylark has a wide distribution through the area, but the Grey 
Partridge is confined to the east. 


DISCUSSION 

There 1s no evidence from the census area that any of the plantations, nor the eastern end 
of the formal avenue (which consisted only of recently planted saplings) had been regularly 
colonised by any species, certainly over the period of this census. Most species’ territories 
depend therefore on the presence of tall mature trees. Further, it would seem that the 
census area was carrying its optimum population. Those breeding species which were 
irregular or absent had requirements which the area either did not meet or met only 
marginally - for example, the Jay is a woodland species which colonised the easternmost 
limes only as an extension of the scrub, whilst other breeding species in Home Park, such 
as the warblers and the Dunnock were excluded by the absence of a shrub layer. At the 
time the census work was carried out the Collared Dove did not figure very largely in 
annual returns to the Department. It is possible that the spread of this species has made a 
change in recent years which would not have been anticipated by these results. 

Given no drastic change of management, one would expect that the maturing plantations 
could have offered sanctuary to Dunnocks and warblers for a while, and that these species 
may spread temporarily into the census area. The maturing avenue trees at the eastern end 
may allow more woodpeckers to colonise, but these would ultimately be driven out 
ultimately by the Starling population. There would be an increase in Starlings, Blackbirds 
and Carrion Crows as well as tits and a few others, but this would be checked by the loss 
of mature limes in the course of time. It was not likely that any other species then breeding 
in the park would spread to and breed in the census area on a regular basis. 

It is a little unfortunate that this work finished before the great storm of 1987, so that 
the effects of any loss of mature trees was not observed. 
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The Breeding Bird Survey _ 
in London, 1995 


D.A. Coleman 


The Breeding Bird Survey was launched by the BTO, 
RSPB and JNCC in 1994 to provide a measure of the 
population changes of our common and widespread birds. 
The survey entails making two early morning transect 
walks across a randomly chosen Ikm square. By 
comparing counts of birds made on the same square in 
successive years, it is possible to measure population 
changes, which could be done for the first time in 1995. 

This note covers the BTO’s London region, which corresponds to the 15 ten kilometre 
squares overlapping the London boroughs. The Society’s Recording Area includes a 
large part of the surrounding counties and it 1s hoped to report on this area in future years. 
In 1995, 38 surveys were carried out and of these 30 were of squares surveyed in the 
previous year. The population changes of some of London’s birds are shown in Table | 
together with (and compared to) the change found nationally from the BBS. Inclusion in 
the table was limited to species recorded in at least ten ‘paired’ squares, where a paired 
square was covered in both years and the species was recorded in at least one of the years. 
The highest count of the two visits has been used (or the count for a few squares where 
only one visit was made). In the survey, birds are recorded in three different distance 
categories and in flight, however, no account has been taken of these categories. 

There are many differences between the London and national change, although the 
London changes will be less certain because of the smaller sample size. It is probable that 
species show different trends in different habitats. Indeed one of the aims of the BBS is to 
improve the habitat representation of bird monitoring and in the future an urban index 
might be produced. Species that are declining in London, yet are increasing nationally, 
are of concern. House Martin, Willow Warbler and Blue Tit fall into this category where 
the increase nationally is statistically significant. Conversely, Swift, Green Woodpecker 
and Magpie seem to be faring better in London than nationally. The percentage changes 
of House Martin, Willow Warbler and Green Woodpecker in London are based on small 
numbers and must be treated with caution. 

The decline in Blackbird and Blue Tit was found to be statistically significant in 
London, while there was a significant increase for Song Thrush. These changes are at 
variance with national trends from longer term studies. Sample size is still relatively small 
so it will be of interest to see if these findings are sustained in future years. 

These initial results are showing the value of the survey and with further years’ data, 
we should learn more about the population changes in London’s birds. 
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Table 1. Population changes in numbers of birds between 1994 and 1995 in the BTO’s 
London region compared with the United Kingdom. 


No. of birds No. of Percentage 
counted paired change 
Squares 

1994 1995 London UK 
Grey Heron 14 7 14 50 21 
Canada Goose 9 45 10 400 24 
Mallard 109 140 15 28 6 
Kestrel 1] 6 14 -45 -16 
Moorhen 18 16 10 -1] 1] 
Feral Rock Dove 888 914 29 2 -6 
Woodpigeon S55) 492 30 -6 -11 
Collared Dove 126 149 22 18 2 
Swift ; LYS} 413 29 51 -9 
Green Woodpecker 10 11 1] 10 -13 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 10 13e 1] 30 1] 
House Martin 61 39 14 -36 12 
Wren 189 194 24 2 14 
Dunnock 72 63 23 -12 4 
Robin 154 161 29 4 11 
Blackbird 645 534 30 -17 -| 
Song Thrush 62 92 24 48 -] 
Mistle Thrush 42 43 18 2) -6 
Blackcap 20 20 10 0 6 
Willow Warbler 12 9 10 -25 16 
Long-tailed Tit 28 22 11 -2] 1] 
Blue Tit 264 Dil 29 -19 8 
Great Tit 88 106 27 20 5 
Jay 32 24 19 -25 -26 
Magpie 189 217 30 14 -5 
Carrion Crow 338 339 30 0 0 
Starling 2126 2090 30 -| 8 
House Sparrow 2013 2009 30 0 3 
Chaffinch 4] 42 13 2 -| 
Greenfinch 82 84 28 2 6 
Goldfinch 38 27 19 -28 -4 


(Statistically significant changes are indicated in bold type) 
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A full checklist of the birds of the London Area has appeared in the past two LBRs and we 
intend to keep this going on an annual basis. 

The checklist which follows updates the situation to December 1995, by when the 
total number of species recorded in an apparently wild state in the London Area in historic 
times was 345, of which 332 have been recorded this century. The one addition since last 
year’s publication was the American Golden Plover found at King George VI Res in 
September 1995. 

The 13 species marked with a * in the checklist were recorded in the London Area at 
least once prior to 1900 but have not been recorded in an apparently wild state since. 
Several other species on the British list, particularly wildfowl, have been recorded in the 
London Area, but only as known or presumed escapes from captivity. Additions and 
corrections to Osborne (1980) are generally based on the annual London Bird Reports 
(see especially Hardwick & Self 1992 and the editorial introductions to LBRs: 56 and 57) 
and reports in Birding World, British Birds and Ibis. 

The London Area is the area within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The species 
numbers in the first column below follow the list in the Surrey Bird Report for 1979 which 
were used in the LBR until 1991, except that some species (such as Water Pipit) formerly 
treated as subspecies are distinguished by suffix letters. The second number for each 


species is its EURING species number, as now used in the LBR. 


l 0002  Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata [] 
2 0003 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica [I] 
3. ~ 0004 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer LI 
6 0007 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis LI 
7 0009 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus LJ 
8 0010 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena LI 
9 0011 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus le! 
10 0012 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis [| 
12 0020 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis EB 
18a 0046 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus ie 
18b 0046 Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan al 
19 0048 Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis Lad 
22 0052 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus iz 
23 0055 Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa LI] 
25 0071 Gannet Morus bassanus al 
26 0072 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo LI 
27 0080 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis LJ 
30 0095 Bittern Botaurus stellaris [al 
32 0098 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus & 
33 0104 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax [aa 
35 0108 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides = 
36 0111 Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis a 
37 0119. _—_ Little Egret Egretta garzetta Bi 
39 0122 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea LI 
A() 0124 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea L] 








0131 
0134 
0136 
0144 
0152 
O1S3 
0154 
0157 
0158 
0159 
0161 
0166 
0167 
0168 
0169 
0170 
0173 
0178 
0179 
0180 
0182 
0184 
0186 
0189 
0191 
0192 
0194 
0196 
0198 
0200 
0202 
0203 
0204 
0206 
0212 


0218 


0215 
0218 
0220 
0221 
0223 
0225 
0231 
0238 
0239 
0243 
0260 
0261 
0263 
0267 
0269 


Black Stork 

White Stork 

Glossy Ibis 
Spoonbill 

Mute Swan 
Bewick’s Swan 
Whooper Swan 
Bean Goose 
Pink-footed Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Greylag Goose 
Canada Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Brent Goose 
Red-breasted Goose* 


Egyptian Goose 


Shelduck 
Mandarin 

Wigeon 

American Wigeon 
Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Garganey 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Red-crested Pochard 
Pochard 
Ring-necked Duck 
Ferruginous Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Scaup 

Eider 

Long-tailed Duck 
Common Scoter 
Velvet Scoter 
Goldeneye 

Smew 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Ruddy Duck 
Honey Buzzard 
Black Kite 

Red Kite 
White-tailed Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 
Hen Harrier 
Montagu’s Harrier 
Goshawk 
Sparrowhawk 
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Ciconia nigra 
Ciconia ciconia 
Plegadis falcinellus 
Platalea leucorodia 
Cygnus olor 
Cygnus columbianus 
Cygnus cygnus 
Anser fabalis 
Anser brachyrhynchus 
Anser albifrons 
Anser anser 

Branta canadensis 
Branta leucopsis 
Branta bernicla 
Branta ruficollis 
Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Tadorna tadorna 
Aix galericulata 
Anas penelope 
Anas americana 
Anas strepera 

Anas crecca 

Anas platyrhynchos 
Anas acuta 

Anas querquedula 
Anas discors 

Anas clypeata 
Netta rufina 

Aythya ferina 
Aythya collaris 
Aythya nyroca 
Aythya fuligula 
Aythya marila 
Somateria mollissima 
Clangula hyemalis 
Melanitta nigra 
Melanitta fusca 
Bucephala clangula 
Mergus albellus | 
Mergus serrator 
Mergus merganser 
Oxyura jamaicensis 
Pernis apivorus 
Milvus migrans 
Milvus milvus 
Haliaeetus albicilla 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus cyaneus 
Circus pygargus 
Accipiter gentilis 
Accipiter nisus 



































































































































































































































fay ely) 


0287 
0290 
0296 
0301 
0303 
0304 
0307 
0309 
0310 
0318 
0320 
0358 
0367 
0370 
0394 
0407 
0408 
0410 
0410 
0421 
0424 
0429 
0433 
0446 
0450 
0455 
0456 
0459 
0464 
0465 
0469 
0470 
0474 
0477 
0482 
0483 
0484 
0485 
0486 
0491 
0493 
0496 
0497 
0499 
0501 
0502 
0505 


0506 - 


0507 
0508 
0509 
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Common Buzzard 
Rough-legged Buzzard 
Golden Eagle* 

Osprey 

Lesser Kestrel 

Kestrel 

Red-footed Falcon 
Merlin 

Hobby 

Gyrfalcon 

Peregrine 

Red-legged Partridge 
Grey Partridge 

Quail 

Pheasant 

Water Rail 

Spotted Crake 

Little Crake* 

Baillon’s Crake* 
Corncrake 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Crane 

Great Bustard* 
Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 
Avocet 

Stone-curlew 
Cream-coloured Courser* 
Collared Pratincole 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 

Killdeer 

Kentish Plover 
Dotterel 

American Golden Plover 
Pacific Golden Plover* 


- Golden Plover 


Grey Plover 

Sociable Plover 
Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Western Sandpiper 
Little Stint 
Temminck’s Stint 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 


Buteo buteo 

Buteo lagopus 
Aquila chrysaetos 
Pandion haliaetus 
Falco naumanni 
Falco tinnunculus 
Falco vespertinus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco subbuteo 
Falco rusticolus 
Falco peregrinus 
Alectoris rufa 

Perdix perdix 
Coturnix coturnix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Rallus aquaticus 
Porzana porzana 
Porzana parva 
Porzana pusilla 

Crex crex 

Gallinula chloropus 
Fulica atra 

Grus grus 

Otis tarda 
Haematopus ostralegus 
Himantopus himantopus 
Recurvirostra avosetta 
Burhinus oedicnemus 
Cursorius cursor 
Glareola pratincola 
Charadrius dubius 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Charadrius vociferus 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Charadrius morinellus 
Pluvialis dominica 
Pluvialis fulva 
Pluvialis apricaria 
Pluvialis squatarola 
Chettusia gregaria 
Vanellus vanellus 
Calidris canutus 
Calidris alba 
Calidris mauri 
Calidris minuta 
Calidris temminckii 
Calidris fuscicollis 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris melanotos 
Calidris acuminata 
Calidris ferruginea 
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183 
184 
185 
187 
188 
189 
190 
Dik 
193 
194 
195 
196 
198 
199 
201 
202 
203 
204 
206 
207 
208 
209 
7) 
212 
213 
214 
NLS) 
216 
DAG) 
218 
JMS) 
220 
DD 
225 
226 


227 


228 
Nay) 
238 
234 


235 


236 
237 
238 
240 
242 
243 
245 
246 
247 

248 


0510 
0512 
0514 
0516 
Osi) 
0518 
0519 
0520 
0527 
0529 
0532 
0534 
0538 
0541 
0545 
0546 
0547 
0548 
0551 
0552 
0553 
0554 
0556 
0557 
0561 
0563 
0564 
0565 
0566 
0567 
0568 
0569 
0575 
0578 
0579 
0581 
0582 
0589 
0590 
0591 
0592 
0598 
0599 
0600 
0602 
0605 
0606 
0611 
0614 
0615 
0616 


Purple Sandpiper 
Dunlin 

Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Ruff 

Jack Snipe 

Common Snipe 

Great Snipe 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Woodcock 

Black-tailed Godwit 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Whimbrel 

Curlew 

Spotted Redshank 


~-Redshank 


Marsh Sandpiper 
Greenshank 

Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Turnstone 

Wilson’s Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Little Gull 

Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 


Great Black-backed Gull 


Kittrwake 
Gull-billed Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Roseate Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 


CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 


Calidris maritima 
Calidris alpina 
Limicola falcinellus 
Tryngites subruficollis 
Philomachus pugnax 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Gallinago gallinago 
Gallinago media 


Limnodromus scolopaceus 


Scolopax rusticola 
Limosa limosa 
Limosa lapponica 
Numenius phaeopus 
Numenius arquata 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa totanus 
Tringa stagnatilis 
Tringa nebularia 
Tringa flavipes 
Tringa solitaria 
Tringa ochropus 
Tringa glareola 
Actitis hypoleucos 
Actitis macularia 
Arenaria interpres 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Phalaropus lobatus 
Phalaropus fulicaria 
Stercorarius pomarinus 
Stercorarius parasiticus 
Stercorarius longicaudus 
Stercorarius skua 
Larus melanocephalus 
Larus minutus 
Larus sabini 

Larus philadelphia 
Larus ridibundus 
Larus delawarensis 
Larus canus 

Larus fuscus 

Larus argentatus 
Larus glaucoides 
Larus hyperboreus 
Larus marinus 
Rissa tridactyla 
Sterna nilotica 
Sterna caspia 
Sterna sandvicensis 
Sterna dougallii 
Sterna hirundo 
Sterna paradisaea 
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249 0622 Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus 
250 0623 Sooty Tern Sterna fuscata 

251 0624 Little Tern Sterna albifrons 

252 0626 Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 
253 0627 Black Tern Chlidonias niger 

254 0628 White-winged Black Tern —-Chlidonias leucopterus 
YS) 0634 Guillemot Uria aalge 

Dy, 0636 Razorbill Alca torda 

260 0647 Little Auk Alle alle 

261 0654 Puffin Fratercula arctica 
262 0663 Pallas’s Sandgrouse Syrrhaptes paradoxus 
263 0665 Rock Dove Columba livia 

264 0668 Stock Dove Columba oenas 

265 0670 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
266 0684 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
267 0687 Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
269 0712 Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Dail 0724 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 

B73 0728 Yellow-billed Cuckoo Coccyzus americanus 
274 0735 Barn Owl Tyto alba 

Dales 0739 Scops Owl* Otus scops 

DT 0749 Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca 
279 O57 Little Owl Athene noctua 

280 0761 Tawny Owl Strix aluco 

281 0767 Long-eared Owl Asio otus 

282 0768 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 

283 0770 Tengmalm’s Owl* Aegolius funereus 
284 0778 Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
287 0786 . Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor 
289 0795 Swift Apus apus 

291 0798 Alpine Swift Apus melba 

U3) 0831 Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 

D>) 0840 Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

296 0841 Roller Coracias garrulus 
ST) 0846 Hoopoe Upupa epops 

298 0848 Wryneck Jynx torquilla 

300 0856 Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 

302 0876 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
303 0887 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 
307 0968 Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla 
309 0972 Crested Lark Galerida cristata 

310 0974 Woodlark Lullula arborea 

311 0976 Skylark Alauda arvensis 

Bal 0978 Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 
313 0981 Sand Martin Riparia riparia 

314 0992 Swallow Hirundo rustica 

Sis 0995 ~—- Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 

316 1001 House Martin Delichon urbica 

317 1002 _—_ Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 
318 1005 Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris 
SY) 1008 Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni 
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320 
322 
323 
324a 
324b 
325 
326 
B27) 
328 
329 
330 
331 
333 
334 
336 
338 
340 
342 
343 
344 
345 
346 
348 
349 
355 
359 
360 
362 
364 
365 
366 
367 
369 
373 
375 
Bi, 
378 
2381 
- 382 
387 
388 
389 
391 
392 
396 
397 
398 
399 
400 
403 
404 


1009 
1011 
1012 
1014 
1014 
1017 
1018 
1019 
1020 
1048 
1050 
1066 
1084 
1094 
1099 
1104 
1106 
1121 
2 
N37) 
1139 
1146 
1148 
1149 
1176 
1186 
1187 
1197 


IDs 


1200 
1201 
1202 
1220 
1236 
1238 
1242 
1243 
1250 
1251 
9 
1260 
1262 
1265 
1267 
W273 
1274 
ZU 
1276 
27) 
1298 
1300 


Tree Pipit 
Meadow Pipit 
Red-throated Pipit 
Rock Pipit 

Water Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Citrine Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 
Waxwing 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Alpine Accentor* 
Robin 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Black Redstart 
Redstart 

Whinchat 
Stonechat 
Wheatear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Desert Wheatear 
Hermit Thrush 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 

Dusky Thrush 
Fieldfare 

Song Thrush 
Redwing 

Mistle Thrush 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Savi’s Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 

Pallas’s Warbler 


Yellow-browed Warbler 
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Anthus trivialis 

Anthus pratensis 
Anthus cervinus 

Anthus petrosus 

Anthus spinoletta 
Motacilla flava 
Motacilla citreola 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Bombycilla garrulus 
Cinclus cinclus 
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Prunella collaris 
Erithacus rubecula 
Luscinia megarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanthe hispanica 
Oenanthe deserti 
Catharus guttatus 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus merula 

Turdus naumanni 
Turdus pilaris 

Turdus philomelos 
Turdus iliacus 

Turdus viscivorus 
Cettia cetti 

Locustella naevia 
Locustella luscinioides 
Acrocephalus paludicola 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Acrocephalus palustris 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais polyglotta 
Sylvia undata 

Sylvia cantillans 


- Sylvia melanocephala 


Sylvia nisoria 

Sylvia curruca 

Sylvia communis 

Sylvia borin 

Sylvia atricapilla 
Phylloscopus proregulus 
Phylloscopus inornatus 
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1308 
Sie 
1312 
1314 
StS) 
1855 
1343 
1349 
1364 
1437 
1440 
1442 
1454 
1461 
1462 
1464 
1479 
1486 
1487 
1490 
1508 
1514 
INS) 
1519 
1520 
1523 
ESS 


1549 . 
SST 


1560 
1563 
1567 
S72 
1582 
1584 
1591 
1598 
1636 
1638 
1640 
1649 
1653 
1654 
1660 
1662 
1663 
1464 
1665 
1666 
1668 
1679 
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Wood Warbler 
Chiffchaff 

Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Firecrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Long-tailed Tit 
Marsh Tit 

Willow Tit 
Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Penduline Tit 
Golden Oriole 


_ Isabelline Shrike 


Red-backed Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 


_ Jay 


Magpie 

Nutcracker 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 
Raven 

Starling 
Rose-coloured Starling 
House Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Chaffinch 
Brambling 

Serin 

Greenfinch 
Goldfinch 

Siskin . 

Linnet 

Twite 

Redpoll 

Arctic Redpoll 
Two-barred Crossbill* 
Common Crossbill 
Parrot Crossbill* 
Common Rosefinch 


Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Phylloscopus collybita 
Phylloscopus trochilus 
Regulus regulus 
Regulus ignicapillus 
Muscicapa striata 
Ficedula parva 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Panurus biarmicus 
Aegithalos caudatus 
Parus palustris 

Parus montanus 
Parus cristatus 

Parus ater 

Parus caeruleus 
Parus major 

Sitta europaea 
Certhia familiaris 
Certhia brachydactyla 
Remiz pendulinus 
Oriolus oriolus 
Lanius isabellinus 
Lanius collurio 
Lanius minor 

Lanius excubitor 
Lanius senator 
Garrulus glandarius 
Pica pica 

Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Corvus monedula 
Corvus frugilegus 
Corvus corone 

Corvus corax 

Sturnus vulgaris 
Sturnus roseus 

Passer domesticus 
Passer montanus 
Fringilla coelebs 
Fringilla montifringilla 
Serinus serinus 
Carduelis chloris 
Carduelis carduelis 
Carduelis spinus 
Carduelis cannabina 
Carduelis flavirostris 
Carduelis flammea 
Carduelis hornemanni 
Loxia leucoptera 
Loxia curvirostra 
Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Carpodacus erythrinus 
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468 1699 Pine Grosbeak* 
469 1710 Bullfinch 

470 LA Hawfinch 

493 1847 Lapland Bunting 
494 1850 Snow Bunting 
495 1856 Pine Bunting 
496 1857 Yellowhammer 
A497 1858 Cirl Bunting 

499 1866 Ortolan 

502 1873 Rustic Bunting 
503 1874 Little Bunting 
506 1877 Reed Bunting 
509 1881 Black-headed Bunting 
510 1882 Corn Bunting 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Pinicola enucleator 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Calcarius lapponicus 
Plectrophenax nivalis 
Emberiza leucocephalos 
Emberiza citrinella 
Emberiza cirlus 
Emberiza hortulana 
Emberiza rustica 
Emberiza pusilla 
Emberiza schoeniclus 
Emberiza melanocephala 
Miliaria calandra 


19] 
























































The author would like to thank all of the active London birdwatchers whose efforts 
ensure that new species continue to be added to the ‘London List’. 
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GUIDE FOR CONTRIBUTORS OF 
ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS 


All records of ornithological interest, from LNHS members and non-members alike, are 
welcomed by the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee. However, with an ever- 
growing number of active birdwatchers in the London Area (thankfully) it seems sensible 
to issue a guide to our requirements. 

The guide is not intended to be comprehensive and contributors are asked to use 
their own guidance and common sense but it does serve as a reference point for the 
type of records required. For example, with many common breeding species comparative 
yearly breeding counts are especially welcomed. The Records Committee reserves the 
right to request full details for any record, e.g. out of season migrants. A full explanation 
of how to contribute records is contained in each annual London Bird Report. 

This guide does not apply to Inner London where all records are required, but 
similar criteria regarding descriptions should be followed. 


KEY: 

Aus = sallirecords: 

D = full description required (form available from recorders). 

N = brief notes required (how identified, view, distance etc., form available from 
recorders) 

MM = _ dated monthly maxima for frequently visited sites and all records from 
elsewhere subject to >n. 

> = minimum count required, subject to other categories. 

B = all breeding records subject to >n. 

1 = all territory counts as well as definite breeding records. 

S = all records between mid-May and mid-July. 

F&L = first and last dates. 

P = passage flocks and movements. 

W = all wintering records. 


Red-throated Diver (A, N) 

Other divers (A, D) 

Little Grebe (MM, >5, B) 

_ Great Crested Grebe (MM, >5, B) 
Red-necked Grebe (A) 

Slavonian Grebe (A) 

Black-necked Grebe (A) 

All petrels (A, D) 

All shearwaters and Fulmar (A, D) 

Gannet (A, N) 

Cormorant (MM, S) 

Shag (A) 

Bitter (AGN) 

Grey Heron (MM, >15, B) 

Little Egret/Purple Heron (A, D) 

White Stork/Spoonbill (A, D) 

Mute Swan (MM, >30, B) 

Bewick’s/Whooper Swans (A, N) 


Bean/Pink-footed Goose (A, D) 
White-fronted Goose (A, N) 
Greylag Goose (MM, B) 
Barnacle Goose (A, N) 
Canada Goose (MM, >200, B) 
Egyptian Goose (A) 

Shelduck (MM, S) 

[Ruddy Shelduck (A)] 
Mandarin (A) 

[Wood Duck (A)] 

Wigeon (A) 

Gadwall (MM, S) 

Teal (MM, S) 

Mallard (MM, >200, B) 
Pintail (A) 

Garganey (A) 

Shoveler (MM, S) 
Red-crested Pochard (A) 
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Pochard (MM, >10, S) 
Ferruginous Duck (A, D) 
Ring-necked Duck (A, D) 
Tufted Duck (MM, >20, B) 
Scaup (A, N) 
Eider/Long-tailed Duck (A, N) 
Common Scoter (A) 
Velvet Scoter (A, D) 
Goldeneye (A) 
Smew (A) 
Red-breasted Merganser (A, N) 
Goosander (A) 
Ruddy Duck (A) 
Red Kite (A, D) 
Marsh Harrier (A) 
Hen/Montagu’s Harriers (A, D) 
Goshawk (A, D) 
Sparrowhawk (A) 
Buzzard (A, N) 
Honey/Rough-legged Buzzards (A, D) 
Osprey (A, N) 
Kestrel (>5, B) 
Merlin (A, N) 
Hobby (A) 
Peregrine (A, N) 
All partridges (>5, S) 
Quail (A, D) 
Pheasant (>20, B) 
Water Rail (A) 
Spotted Crake/Corncrake (A, D) 
Moorhen (MM, >20, B>5) 
Coot (MM, >20, B>5) 
Crane (A, D) 
Oystercatcher (A) 
Avocet (A) 
Stone-curlew (A, D) 
Little Ringed Plover (A) 
Ringed Plover (A) 
_ Kentish Plover (A, D) 
Dotterel (A, D) 
“Golden Plover (A) 
Grey Plover (A) 
Lapwing (P, >10, B) 
Knot (A) 
Sanderling (A) 
Little Stint (A) 
Temminck’s Stint (A, D) 
Curlew Sandpiper (A) 
Pectoral/Purple Sandpipers (A, D) 
Dunlin (MM, >S, S) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (A, D) 


Ruff (A) 

Woodcock/Jack Snipe (A) 
Snipe (MM, >3, S) 

All godwits (A) 
Whimbrel/Curlew (A) 

Spotted Redshank (A) 
Redshank (MM, >5, S) 
Greenshank (A) 

Green/Wood Sandpiper (A) 
Common Sandpiper (A) 
Turnstone (A) 

All phalaropes (A, D) 

All skuas (A, D) 
Mediterranean Gull (A) 

Little Gull (A) 

Sabine’s Gull (A, D) 
Black-headed Gull (MM, >50) 
Ring-billed Gull (A, D) 
Common Gull (MM, >10) 
LBB/Herring Gull (MM, >10, B) 
Iceland/Glaucous Gull (A, D) 
Great Black-backed Gull (MM, >10) 
Kittiwake (A) 

Sandwich Tern (A) 

Roseate Tern (A, D) 

Common Tern (MM, >5, B, F&L) 
Arctic Tern (A) 

Little Tern (A, N) 

Black Tern (A) 

All auks (A, D) 

Feral Rock Dove (>100) 
Stock Dove (>10, B) 
Woodpigeon (>100, B, P) 
Collared Dove (>20, B) 

Turtle Dove (A) 

Ring-necked Parakeet (A) 
Cuckoo (S, P, F&L) 

All owls (A) 

Nightjar (A, N) 

Swift (>50, B, P, F&L) 
Kingfisher (MM, S) 

Bee-eater (A, D) 
Hoopoe/Wryneck (A, D) 

All woodpeckers (MM, T) 
Short-toed Lark (A, D) 
Woodlark/Shore Lark (A,D) 
Skylark (>25, B, P) 

Sand Martin (>20, B, F&L, P) 
Swallow/House Martin (>50,B,F&L P) 
Tawny/Richard’s Pipits (A, D) 
Tree Pipit (A) 


194 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 60 FOR 1995 


Meadow Pipit (>25, B, P) Red-breasted Flycatcher (A, D) 
Rock Pipit (A) Pied Flycatcher (A) 

Water Pipit (A) Bearded Tit (A, N) 

Yellow Wagtail (A) Long-tailed Tit (>20, T) 
Grey Wagtail (MM, S) Marsh/Willow Tit (A) 

Pied Wagtail (>5, B) Coal Tit (20, T) 
Waxwing (A, N) Blue/Great Tit (>20, T) 
Dipper (A, D) Nuthatch (+10, T) 

Wren (>10, T) iireecreepen(e3) Nl) 
Dunnock (>10, T) Golden Oriole (A, D) 
Robin (>10, P, T) All shrikes (A, D) 
Nightingale (A) JayiGlise B55) 
Bluethroat (A, D) Magpie (+15, B>5) 

Black Redstart/Redstart (A) Jackdaw/Rook (>20, B) 
Whinchat/Stonechat (A) Carrion Crow (>50, B>5) 
Wheatear (A) Raven (A, D) 

Ring Ouzel (A) Starling (>500, B>10) 
Blackbird (>20, P, T) House Sparrow (>200, B>10) 
Fieldfare/Redwing (>20, F&L, P) Tree Sparrow (A) 

Song Thrush (>20, P, T) Chaffinch (>50, B>5, P) 
Mistle Thrush (+10, T) Brambling (A) 

Cetti’s Warbler (A, D) Serin (A, D) 

Grasshopper Warbler (A) Greenfinch (>50, B>5, P) 
Savi’s/Aquatic Warbler (A, D) _ Goldfinch (+30, B, P) 
Sedge/Reed Warbler (>5, F&L, T) Siskin (>5, S) 

Marsh Warbler (A, D) Linnet (>50, B, P) 
Hippolais warblers (A, D) Twite (A, D) 

Barred Warbler (A, D) Redpoll (=5, S) 

Dartford Warbler (A, N) Crossbill (A) 

Lesser Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) Common Rosefinch (A, D) 
Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) Bullfinch (+10, B) 

Garden Warbler (>5, F&L, T) Hawfinch (A) 

Blackcap (+10, F&L, T, W) Lapland Bunting (A, D) 
Pallas’s/Yellow-browed Warbler (A, D) Snow Bunting (A, N) 
Wood Warbler (A) Yellowhammer (>10, T) 
Chiffchaff (>10, F&L, T, W) Ortolan/Cirl Bunting (A, D) 
Willow Warbler (>10, F&L, T) Reed Bunting (+10, T, P) 
Goldcrest (>5, T) Little Bunting (A, D) 
Firecrest (A) Corn Bunting (>5, T) 


Spotted Flycatcher (>10, F&L, T) 


In addition to the above, full descriptions are required for all species assessed by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. Description forms are available from the Editor on 
request. All records of escapes are also welcomed by the Society. All records of hybrids 
and birds showing plumage aberrance are also required. In difficult cases, e.g. Avthya 
hybrids, supporting notes may be required. 


Sub-species 
All records of Sai onecientees are required. In some cases notes are required, e.g. 
White Wagtail in autumn and races of Yellow Wagtail other than Mf flavissima. In many 
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other instances notes may not be required but in difficult cases please provide your reasons 
for assigning the record to a particular sub-species/race. Such cases could be: 


Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Greenland Wheatear 

Races of Chiffchaff 
Northern Willow Warbler 
Hooded Crow 

Mealy Redpoll 

Northern Bullfinch 


Rock Pipit: when given suitable viewing conditions please record which race of Rock 
Pipit you encountered and submit the reasons for your belief. All records of ‘Scandinavian’ 


Rock Pipit, Anthus petrosus littoralis, in autumn and winter require full descriptions. 


I would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors for their records - without 
your enthusiastic support we could not produce the annual London Bird Report. 


Mark Hardwick and Andrew Moon, on behalf of the Records Committee, March 1997. 
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London Bird Report for 1996 


Editor: A.V.MOON, 46 Highfield Way, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2PR. 


Assisted by an editorial team of: N. ANDERSON, M.K. DENNIS, T. HARRIS, D. 
LAMBERT, C. LAMSDELL, D. MCKENZIE, D. MITCHELL, A.J. MORRIS, P. 
NAYLOR, A.S.M. SELF and S.J. SPOONER. 


INTRODUCTION 

Once again I would like to apologise to all members for the late publication of the 1996 
London Bird Report; unfortunately Mark Hardwick, due to pressures of work, has been 
unable to find the time to partake in the editing of this report. I would like to thank Mark 
for his sterling editorial work on behalf of the the LNHS over the last few years. 

Unfortunately, at a very late stage in the production schedule I discovered that 98 
species’ accounts (out of about 260) remained unwritten. This meant that I had to send 
out a general request for assistance in an attempt to, at least, ensure the completion of 
the report before the end of the year. Ideally the report needs to be finished by the end of 
November so that it can be circulated with the LNHS Bulletin and Newsletter in early 
December. 

I am pleased to say that I received prompt offers of help from ten people who all 
stepped in at very short notice to write sections of the systematic list - we are all indebted 
to them: Neil Anderson, Mike Dennis, Tim Harris, David Lambert, Chris Lamsdell, Des 
McKenzie, Dominic Mitchell, Tony Morris, Pete Naylor and Steve Spooner. Several of 
those listed are recorders for various parts of London who normally ‘take time off’ from 
LNHS duties at this time, so we are particularly grateful to them. 

It is worth restating the fact that the London Bird Report is (as are all county reports) 
compiled entirely by volunteers who sacrifice their free time to collate and sort all the 
records. Let there be no doubt about the massive amount of work that is involved in its 
compilation - many hundreds of hours are required to produce the satisfactory end result. 
It should not be forgotten that the appearance of future issues of this report is dependent 
on finding suitable volunteers to carry out the many arduous tasks involved in its 
production. If anyone feels that they are capable or willing to assist the editorial team - 
either as writers of the systematic list, as potential future artists or in some other related 
capacity - we would be pleased to here from you. 

Once again I would like to emphasise that editing the London Bird Reports too large 
a task for one person to carry out (unless of course they have masses of spare time) and, at 
the moment, not enough people are involved in its production. Sadly, this will lead to 

problems in future years if suitable volunteers are not found. 

The society’s computerised recording system COBRA, is working well and will be 
‘a great aid in the future. We can now process far more records, far more efficiently than 
was the case when all records were kept on hand-written sheets. Indeed, the database 
already holds in excess of 90,000 records for 1994, 1995 and 1996, which provides an 
idea of the sheer volume of the modern recording process; the ability of a computer to 
collate and sort these records is invaluable. 

The number of contributors of ornithological records remains at a healthy level, 
with another increase in the number of contributors this year. This is most encouraging, 
but we know that there are still London birdwatchers out there who do not submit their 
records and we strongly urge them to do so. A guide for contributors of ornithological 
records, which lists the type of records required by the Society, is published at the end 
of this report. Many of the passerines in particular are very under-recorded. There have 
been several recent changes to the list of species for which we require detailed descriptions 
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or brief identification notes and all contributors should check the guide before submitting 
records. It would be helpful if descriptions are submitted automatically with records when 
required. 

Iam extremely grateful to Pete Naylor for helping with the compilation of the Review 
of the Year (a very time consuming task) and to Tony Morris for provided invaluable help 
by ‘scanning’ many typewritten sheets onto his computer and then returning them to me 
on disks - thus saving me many hours of computer inputting. Indeed, he scanned the 
whole of Ken Osborne’s paper on Inner London. Furthermore, I am also indebted to Des 
McKenzie, Pete Naylor and Andrew Self for checking through extensive sections of the 
page proofs. 

This year Gary Elton has joined Phillip Jones to help write the Ringing Report for 
1996 and as usual there are some fascinating snippets of information contained in the 
report. Phillip Jones will no longer be able to continue to write this section due to work 
commitments involving long periods out of the country; he has produced the last six 
Ringing Reports for the LBR and we would like to extend our thanks to him for a job well 
done in carrying out such a valuable task over the years. Gary Elton will in future produce 
the Ringing Report and we extend a warm welcome to him. 

Local avifaunal studies are again well represented in this report with papers covering 
Inner London by Ken Osborne, Wimbledon Common and Putney Heath by Ron Kettle 
and David Wills and a very original paper on birdwatching in Tottenham over a one year 
period by Peter Lambert; in addition there is a further update on the Breeding Bird Survey 
in London during 1996 by Derek Coleman, as well as the regular Ringing Report. Also 
included are accounts of the finding of the Lesser Scaup at Tyttenhanger GP by Barry 
Reed and the Penduline Tit at Brent Res by Andrew Self, as well as a very thorough 
blow-by-blow account of the saga surrounding the first breeding attempt by a pair of 
Avocets in London by Pete Naylor. I would like to extend my thanks to all of them. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

On behalf of the Records Committee, it is my pleasure to thank all of the 519 or so 
observers who contributed records for this issue of the London Bird Report (this compares 
with 430 in 1995). 

Thanks are due to the artists - Gavin Haig, David Lambert, John Murray, Ken Osborne 
and Jan Wilczur for providing illustrations of such a high standard. Mike McDonnell 
has come up with an excellent selection of photographs for this year’s report, including 
a superb shot of a Waxwing for the front cover; other photographs have been kindly 
provided by John Flynn, Peter Gasson, Gordon Hay, Gary Hewett, Dominic Mitchell, 
John Simpson and Andy Tomcezynski; our thanks go to Mike for organising the 
photographs this year. If you have any suitable photographs of birds taken during 1997 
please send them in to Mike. 

Iam particularly grateful to all the Recorders for the time-consuming task of checking 
through the species accounts in the systematic list and for providing invaluable comments 
and corrections; to Thames Water for the many courtesies extended to members; and to 
the following organisations for their generous help in the exchange of records: 
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Recording Arrangements 


The area covered by this Report, conventionally known as ‘the London Area’, is the area 
within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The Area covers the whole of Greater London and 
parts of Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Surrey, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. However, 
for continuity of recording, Watsonian vice-counties are used in this Report instead of the 
present administrative areas (but note that vice-counties 18 and 19, South and North Essex, 
are lumped together as Essex). The vice-county boundaries are shown on the map of the 
Area which follows. There is also a special recording zone for Inner London. This is a 
rectangular area, five miles north to south, eight miles east to west, centred on the site of 
the old Charing Cross on the south side of Trafalgar Square, which covers parts of Middx, 
Surrey and, just, Kent. A detailed Map of the Area together with a Gazetteer of Sites 
appears on pages 7 to 12. 

The names used in this Report for certain sites are not shown on, or differ from those 
on, Ordnance Survey maps. Please consult the Gazetteer of Sites if in any doubt. It would 
be helpful if these names could be used by observers when submitting records. A National 
Ordnance Survey Grid Reference should be given in any difficult or doubtful case. 

All records of interest are welcome, from LNHS members and non-members alike. 
These include information on the local status of common species, breeding records, notes 
on migration (including first and last dates and main movements), regular counts of 
wintering populations and notes on behaviour and on the occurrence of unusual birds. 
Many of the passerines, in particular, are under-recorded. Regular reports from the same 
localities are invaluable in assessing population trends; such reports, along with comments 
on changes in status, are always very welcome. A guide for contributors of records is 
published in this report on pages 248 to 250. Records should be sent to the appropriate 
recorder listed on page 5 or, if in doubt, to the LBR Editor. 

It will greatly assist the speedy entering of records if the Society’s recording sheets 
are used. These are available from any of the Recorders or the Editor on request. Species 
should be listed in Voous sequence as used in this Report. Separate sheets should be used 
for each recording area. Completed recording sheets for the period January to July should 
be submitted in August and for the period August to December in early January of the 
following year. Observers are reminded that it will not be possible to include records 
submitted after the end of February in the London Bird Report for the previous year. 

Records of nationally rare species should be submitted via the local Recorder to the 
British Birds Rarities Committee as soon as possible after the sighting. Breeding records 
of rare species should be sent via the local Recorder to the Rare Breeding Birds Panel. 
Where requested, records will of course be treated in strict confidence. 

Records of other rare and unusual species in the London Area are examined by the 
LNHS Records Committee before inclusion in the London Bird Report. Therefore, please 
complete and submit a LNHS Unusual Species Description Form (available from the 
Recorders or the Editor) or a brief description/copy of your field notes for these species. 
Please submit these as soon as possible after the sighting. Species for which a full 
description or brief description/field notes are required are evident from the ‘guide 
for contributors’ at the back of this report. 
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Gazetteer of Sites 


_ The following gazetteer is not intended to include every single site mentioned in the LBR 
and omits obvious place names of towns and villages. It does however, seek to identify 
the whereabouts of productive ornithological sites, well known or otherwise. It is intended 
to keep this up to date in each future issue of the LBR. Each site name is followed by a six 
figure Ordnance Survey Grid Reference enabling sites to pinpointed on the map above. 
The Grid Reference number either refers to the centre of the site or a point of particular 
ornithological interest. Readers should note that the inclusion of a site in this gazetteer 
does not imply public access; indeed some are strictly private or access is by permit only. 
' There has been considerable confusion caused in the past by contributors of records 
using inconsistent and unfamiliar place names and we would urge all contributors to use 
-the names listed in this gazetteer whenever appropriate. In doubtful cases, please submit 
the record along with an Ordnance Survey Grid Reference number. 
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Aberdare Gardens 
Acton Green 
Addington Hills 
Addlestone . 

Albert Embankment 
Aldenham Res 
Alderbourne WCB 
Alexandra Park 
Amwell GP 

Apps Court Farm GP 
Arbrook Common 
Archbishop’s Park 
Ashford 

Ashtead Common 
Aveley Landfill 

Balls Wood 

Banbury Res 
Bangors Park Farm, Iver 
Bankside PS 
Banstead Down 
Banstead Heath 
Banstead Wood 
Barking Bay/Marsh 
Barn Elms Res 
Barnes 

Barnes Common 
Barn Hill 

Barwell Court Farm 
Barrack Wood 
Batchworth Lake 
Batler’s Green 
Battersea PS 
Battersea Park 
Bayford 

Bayhurst Wood 
Bealieu Heights Wood 
Beckenham Place Park 
Beddington Corner 
Beddington Park 
Beddington SF 
Bedfont Lakes/GP 
Bedford Park 

Beech Farm GP 
Belair Park 

Bell Wharf, Harefield 
Bell Lance Fields 
Belvedere PS 
Bencroft Wood 
Bentley Priory 
Berrybushes Wood 
Berrylands 

Berwick Ponds 
Bessels Green 
Betchworth 
Beverley Brook, Richmond 
Bexley Hospital 
Bexley Wood 

Biggin Hill 

Bishops Wood 

Black Park 
Blackfriars Bridge 
Blackheath 
Blackwall Basin 
Bletchingley 

Blue Lake, Northfleet 
Bookham Common 
Borehamwood 
Bowman’s Heath 


TQ260842 
TQ204790 
TQ353643 
TQ056643 
TQ303783 
TQ169955 
TQ029850 
TQ302900 
TL380125 
TQ165625 
TQ145630 
TQ241761 
TQ070715 
TQ175595 
TQ558812 
TL344106 
TQ362915 
TQ035824 
TQ320806 
TQ252610 
TQ235545 
TQ260560 
TQ451816 
TQ228770 
TQ222761 
TQ222758 
TQ194874 
TQ170630 
TQ597915 
TQ058940 
TL158985 
TQ270770 
TQ282772 
TL310084 
TQ065892 
TQ334696 
TQ385705 
TQ281668 
TQ292654 
TQ290662 
TQ078726 
TQ210791 
TL190086 
TQ328733 
TQ052866 
TL198040 
TQ499808 
TL330064 
TQ155927 
TL069007 
TQ192674 
TQ543835 
TQ505555 
TQ218505 
TQ213726 
TQ513727 
TQ483737 
TQ457572 
TQ066920 
TQ010836 
TQ317807 
TQ390766 
TQ381802 
TQ326506 
TQ622737 
TQ130565 
TQ195975 
TQ518738 


Bowmansgreen Farm 

Box Wood 

Boxer’s Lake, Enfield 
Brent Park 

Brent Res 

Brentford Ait 
Brickendonbury 

Bricket Wood/Common 
Brimsdown 

Brixton Hill 

Broad Colney Fields 
Broad Colney Lakes 
Broadgate EC2 
Broadwater GP 

Brockwell Park 

Bromley Common 
Brompton Cemetery 
Brooklands 

Brookmans Park 
Broomfield Park 
Broxbourne GP 
Broxbourne Woods 

Bruce Castle Park 
Brunswick Park 
Buckhurst Hill GP 
Buckland SP 

Buckland, Rectory Lane 
Bugsby’s Reach 

Bully Point NR, Stratford 
Bulphan Fen 

Burgess Park 

Burhill Allotments 

Burnt Oak 

Burwood Park 

Bury Lake 

Bushy Park 

Camberwell Old Cemetery 
Camley Street Natural Park 
Cannon Hill Common 
Cannons Park 

Carshalton Beeches 
Cassiobury Park 
Cassiobury Park WCB 
Chalfont Lodge 

Chalfont Park 

Chandlers Hill, Iver Hth 
Charlton GP 

Chelsea Bridge 

Chelsfield 

Chelsham 

Chertsey 

Chertsey Meads 

Cheshunt GP 

Cheshunt GP (70 Acres GP) 
Cheshunt GP (Bowyer’s GP) 
Cheshunt GP (Friday Lake) 
Cheshunt GP (Police Pit) 
Cheshunt GP (North Met GP) 
Cheshunt Marsh 
Cheshunt Park Farm 
Chevening 

Chigwell Res 

Chipstead Lake 

Chiswell Green 

Chiswick Eyot 
Chorleywood Common 
City Road Basin, Islington 
Clackett Lane Services 


TL189041 
TL353096 
TQ305962 
TQ240889 
TQ215870 
TQ187778 
TL330104 
TL130010 
TQ368970 
TQ306734 
TL180030 
TL178034 
TQ334817 
TQ045892 
TQ316740 
TQ415655 
TQ258777 
TQ068620 
TL253038 
TQ304927 
TL379078 
TL340080 
TQ336908 - 
TQ331769 

TQ425934 
TQ227510 
TQ219513 
TQ398798 
TQ374839 
TQ633864 
TQ335778 
TQ115635 
TQ205912 
TQ100644 
TQ053938 
TQ160690 
TQ348742 
TQ298836 
TQ238683 
TQ182915 
TQ272638 
TQ090970 
TQ090968 
TQ894899 
TQ013896 
TQ035834 
TQ087692 
TQ286778 
TQ482642 
TQ373589 
TQ043664 
TQ060662 
TL370030 
TL874030 
TL368018 
TL371020 
TL371025 
TL369033 
TL367018 
TL355046 
TQ488577 
TQ460937 
TQ505565 
TQ125047 
TQ219779 
TQ033963 
TQ322830 
TQ425544 


: 


Clapton Common 
Clay Tye Wood 
Claybury 

Claygate Common 
Claygate Green 
Clissold Park 
Cobbins Brook 
Coldfall Wood 

Cole Green 
Colindale 
Colnbrook 

Colne Brook, Iver 
Colney Heath 
Connaught Water 
Coopers Green Lane 
Coopersale 

Copped Hall 
Coppetts Wood 
Copse Wood 
Corbets Tey 
Cornmill Meads 
Coulsdon 

Coursers Lane Fields 
Court Lane, Dulwich 
Cowley Lake 
Cowley Peachy 
Crane Park 

Cranley Gardens 
Crayford Marsh 


Crayford Ness 
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Creekmouth, Barking 
Crews Hill 

Croham Hurst 
Crossness 

Crossness East 
Crouch End 

Crouch End Recreation Ground 
Croxley Green 
Croxley Hall GPs 
Croxley Moor 
Crystal Palace Park 
Cuddington Golf Club 
Cuffley 

Curtismill Green 
Dagenham Chase 
Dagenham Corridor 
Dagnam Park 
Danson Park 

Darenth Lake 
Darenth Valley Walk 
Darenth Wood 
Darlands Lake 
Dartford Heath 
Dartford Marsh 
Dartford Marsh Pig Farm 
Deephams SF 
Delaford Park 
Denham Aerodrome 
Denham CP 

Denham Court GP 
Denham GC 

Denham Marsh Farm 
Denham Mount 
‘Denham Place 
Denham Station 
Denham Studios GP 


“Denham Village 


Desborough Island 
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TQ342878 
TQ595587 
TQ435913 
TQ161632 
TQ157637 
TQ332867 
TL409018 
TQ276903 
TL282114 
TQ210900 
TQ025775 
TQ042813 
TL205062 
TQ404933 
TL193098 
TQ480025 
TL430010 
TQ277916 
TQ085897 
TQ577851 
TL380011 
TQ296593 
TL200040 
TQ336739 
TQ052814 
TQ054814 
TQ126730 
TQ289890 
TQ532775 
TQ532781 
TQ457814 
TQ312000 
TQ337632 
TQ478815 
TQ492809 
TQ298885 
TQ295881 
TQ070955 
TQ068943 
TQ065956 
TQ347707 
TQ239615 
TL303030 
TQ519965 
TQ514858 
TQ495875 
TQ550933 
TQ473748 
TQ559710 
TQ560704 
TQ580727 
TQ243943 
TQ516733 
TQ544774 
TQ539769 
TQ360937 
TQ043818 
TQ033887 
TQ048865 
TQ045886 
TQ027883 
TQ020884 
TQ028874 
TQ040873 
TQ042878 
TQ045886 
TQ040870 
TQ084664 


Dews Farm GP 

Ditton Field 

Dobbs Weir 

Dog Kennel Covert 
Downe Barns Farm 
Dulwich College 
Dulwich Golf Course 
Dulwich Mill Pond 
Dulwich Park 

Dulwich Upper Wood 
Dulwich Village 
Dulwich Woods 
Durant’s Park, Ponders End 
Eagle Pond 

Easneye Wood 

East India Dock Basin 
Edgwarebury Park 
Elmbridge Leisure Centre 
Enfield Golf Course 
Enfield Lock 

Enfield Town Park 
Epping Forest 

Epping Upland 

Epsom Common 
Epsom Downs 

Erith Marsh 

Erith Reach 

Esher Common 
Essendon 

Essex Filter Beds 
Ewell 

Eynsford 

Fairmile Common 
Fairlop Lake/Plain 
Farleigh 

Farlowes Lake 
Farringdon 

Fernyhill Farm, Enfield 
Field Common GP 
Finsbury Circus 
Finsbury Park 

Fishers Green 

Fitzroy Square 

Foots Cray Meadows 
Foots Cray Woods 
Forster Park 

Forty Hall, Enfield 
Frays Meadow, Uxbridge 
Friern Barnet 

Frogmore GP, Radlett 
Furzefield Wood 
Gatton Park/Lake 
Gernon Bushes 
Gladwin’s Wood 
Godstone SP 

Golders Green 

Grays 

Grays Chalk Pits 

Great Amwell 

Great Halings Wood 
Great Soloms Wood, Banstead 
Great Warley 

Greenhill Wood, Shoreham 
Greenhithe 

Greenwich Park 
Grovelands Park 
Gunnersbury Triangle NR 
Gutteridge Wood 


TQ052880 
TQ157679 
TL384043 
TQ103783 
TQ105841 
TQ329736 
TQ339728 
TQ333731 
TQ335735 
TQ339729 
TQ334739 
TQ340725 
TQ357968 
TQ390884 
TL385137 
TQ391808 
TQ190934 
TQ107678 
TQ313962 
TQ368982 
TQ326963 
TQ420985 
TL430050 
TQ190605 
TQ211580 
TQ488805 
TQ500788 
TQ135625 
TL274087 
TQ363868 
TQ217624 
TQ540655 
TQ125617 
TQ458459 
TQ367602 
TQ047810 
TQ316818 
TQ282981 
TQ128671 
TQ312816 
TQ317875 
TL376044 
TQ294823 
TQ480715 
TQ479721 
TQ387722 
TQ337987 
TQ057853 
TQ280925 
TL150033 
TL103055 
TQ271525 
TL490085 
TQ019864 
TQ345518 
TQ245883 
TQ610773 
TQ609788 
TL368122 
TQ032895 
TQ272588 
TQ583907 
TQ538602 
TQ585753 
TQ390775 
TQ305944 
TQ201787 
TQ091843 
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Haberdashers’ Girls Sch’] 
Hadley Common 
Hainault Forest 

Hall Marsh 

Hall Place Gardens 
Ham Lands 
Hampermill Lake 
Hampstead Heath 
Hampton 

Hampton Court Park 
Hampton Hill 
Hampton Waterworks 
Hampton Wick 
Hanworth 

Harefield 

Harefield Place GP 
Harmondsworth GP 
Harold Wood SF 
Harrow School 
Harrow Weald 
Hartnips Wood 

Hatch End 

Hatfield Aerodrome 
Hatfield Park 
Hatherop Park 
Havering CP 

Hawk’s Wood 
Hawkshead Wood 
Hawkwood 

Hays Wharf, SE1 
Headley Heath 
Headstone 

Heathfield Recreation Ground 
Helicon GP 

Hendon Park 

Henley Wood, Chelsham 
Herne Hill Cycle Track 
Hersham GP 
Hersham SF 

Hertford Heath 
Hertingfordbury 
Hextable 

High Elms 

Highgate Wood 
Highway Farm, Harefield 
Hilfield Park Res 

Hill End 

Hinchley Wood 
Hither Green Cemetery 
Hither Green NR 
Hoblingwell Wood 
Hoddesdonpark Wood 
Hogsmill SF 
Hogwood 

Holland Park 

Hollow Pond 
Holmethorpe SP 
Holyfield Hall Farm 
Home Cottage Farm 
Honor Oak 

Hooks Marsh 
Hornchurch CP 
Horton CP 

Horton Fields - 
Horton GP 

Horton Kirby 
Hounslow Heath 
Howell Hill, Ewell 


TL170965 
TQ265972 
TQ476932 
TL373017 
TQ505743 
TQ165725 
TQ095942 
TQ273866 
TQ133700 
TQ 166676 
TQ150712 
TQ127686 
TQ175699 
TQ120718 
TQ050900 
TQ055865 
TQ050779 
TQ565915 
TQ157870 
TQ150910 
TQ547637 
TQ130914 
TL210090 
TL240080 
TQ124704 
TQ505930 
TQ014862 
TQ220030 
TQ442695 
TQ330804 
TQ200535 
TQ139895 
TQ134743 
TQ039909 
TQ233884 
TQ374587 
TQ326742 
TQ128663 
TQ127657 
TL349107 
TL305122 
TQ522712 
TQ450630 
TQ283887 
TQ060881 
TQ158959 
TQ050918 
TQ157650 
TQ398729 
TQ390740 
TQ450690 
TL352084 
TQ197682 
TQ555631 
TQ248796 
TQ414873 
TQ295515 
TL384038 
TQ028825 
TQ358742 
TL373023 
TQ535825 
TQ190627 
TQ015764 
TQ005753 
TQ565686 
TQ123745 
TQ238621 


Hunston Mead 
Hunton Bridge Hill 
Huntsmoor Park 
Hyde Park 

Hythe 

Ingrebourne Valley 
Island Barn Res 
Isleworth Ait 
Itchingwood Common 
Iver Heath 

Jersey Farm 

Joyce Green Hospital 
Joyce Green Hospital Farm 
Joyden’s Wood 


- Jubilee Gardens 


Juniper Hill, Rickmansworth 
Juniper Wood 

Kelsey Park 

Kempton Park 

Kempton Park Res 

Kenley Aerodrome 
Kensington Gardens 
Kenton Recreation Ground 
Keston Ponds 

Kevington 

Kew Gardens 

King George V Res 

King George VI Res 
King’s Cross Development 
Kynaston Wood 

Ladywell Park 

Lafone St, SEI 

Laleham Park 

Langley Park 

Layham’s Farm 

Leaves Green 

ee 

Limpsfield 

Limpsfield Chart 

Little Britain Lake 

Little Venice 

Littlebrook Lake 
Littlebrook PS 

Long Coppice 

Long Ditton 

Long Reach SF 

Lonsdale Road Res 
Lordship Lane Rec Ground 
Loseberry Farm, Claygate 
Love Hill House Farm, Iver 
Lower Feltham 
Lullingstone Lake/Park 
Lynster’s Farm 

Mad Bess Wood 

Malden Rushett 

Mansfield Farm, Iver Heath 
Maple Lodge NR 

Martens Grove 

Maryon Wilson Park 
Mayow Park 

Merchant Taylors’ School 
Merstham Sewage Works 
Middlesex Filter Beds 
Mill Green SF 

Millwall Docks 

Mitcham Common 

Moat Mount Open Space 
Molesey GP 





TL422114 
TL076006 
TQ047815 
TQ270803 
TQ020718 
TQ538843 
TQ140670 
TQ167757 
TQ416506 
TQ033835 
TL174097 
TQ547760 
TQ545765 
TQ500715 
TQ318803 
TQ060931 
TQ025895 
TQ376688 
TQ117700 
TQ122702 
TQ328587 
TQ270803 
TQ165890 
TQ426645 
TQ482675 
TQ182769 
TQ374964 
TQ041732 
TQ834302 
TQ482672 
TQ372740 
TQ338799 
TQ053680 
TQ013814 
TQ400627 
TQ415615 
TQ395750 
TQ402531 
TQ445523 
TQ049813 
TQ263818 
TQ553756 
TQ563764 
TQ031849 
TQ174664 
TQ553768 
TQ218775 
TQ326902 
TQ148636 
TQ013810 
TQ099838 
TQ523644 
TQ034920 
TQ076895 
TQ169615 
TQ039836 
TQ036924 
TQ505752 
TQ419785 
TQ358718 
TQ088940 
TQ303523 
TQ359865 
TL245100 
TQ377795 
TQ290675 
TQ215944 
TQ129671 


Molesey Heath 

Moor Mill 

Moor Park GC 

Moorhall GP 

Moorhouse 

Morden Hall Park 

Muswell Hill 

Nashes Farm 

Navestock Lake/Park 
Nazeing GP 

Netherhall GP 
New Beckenham 
New Cross Railway Cutting 
New Denham 
New Southgate 
Nightingale Wood 
Noke Farm 
Nonsuch Park 
Norbury Park 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 





Jorth Cray 
Jorthaw Great Wood 
Jortholt RAF Aerodrome 
Jorwood Grove 
Jower Wood 
Yunhead Cemetery 
Jutfield Ridge 
Oak Hill Park 
Oak Hill Wood 
Oakend Wood 
Oakmere Park 
- Old Parkbury 
Old Slade GP/NR 
Old Wood, Richings Park 
One Tree Hill, Honor Oak 
Ongar Park Wood 
Orsett Fen 
Osterley Park 
Oxhey Wood 
Oxleas Wood 
Oxted, Hurst Green 
Oylers Farm 
Panshanger Park 
Park Downs, Banstead 
Park Farm, Chessington 
Park Farm, Enfield 
Park Street GP 
, Park Wood 
Parkland Walk 
Parkside Farm/Res, Enfield 
Parndon Meads 
Paynes Lane GP 
Peckham Rye Park 
Pen Ponds, Richmond Park 
Penton Hook 
Perry Oaks SF 
Petersham Meadows 
Petts Wood 
Pickett’s Lock 
Pilvage Wood 
Pinner Park 
Polhill 
Pond Wood 
Ponders End Lake 
' Poplar Docks 
Post Wood 
: Potters Bar 
Potters Crouch Plantation 
Prae Wood 





TQ132672 
TL145030 
TQ075935 
TQ048889 
TQ433532 
TQ264687 
TQ282900 
TL180096 
TQ538985 
TL385072 
TL394083 
TQ367710 
TQ363768 
TQ046849 
TQ292925 
TQ038888 
TL125037 
TQ232638 
TQ310699 
TQ490723 
TL285044 
TQ100850 
TQ333704 
TQ195547 
TQ355756 
TQ293540 
TQ277947 
TQ280952 
TQ020890 
TL264014 
TL163023 


_TQ040780 


TQ031781 
TQ354743 
TL495025 
TQ628833 
TQ145780 
TQ105925 
TQ450686 
TQ396512 
TL350005 
TL283130 
TQ267585 
TQ181623 
TQ292983 
TL149024 
TQ095890 
TQ294902 
TQ303982 
TL433113 
TL380052 
TQ348750 
TQ200730 
TQ043692 
TQ054758 
TQ180736 
TQ445670 
TQ361945 
TL236028 
TQ132905 
TQ500610 
TL279006 
TQ362946 
TQ382803 
TL363131 
TL250012 
TL103050 
TQ120070 
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Primrose Hill 

Prince George’s Playing Fields 
Princes Coverts 

Purfleet 

Purfleet Chalk Pits 
Putney Heath 

Pynesfield GP 

Queen Elizabeth II Res 
Queen Mary GP 

Queen Mary Res 

Queen Mother Res 
Queens Wood, Highgate 
Rainham GP 

Rainham Marsh 

Rammey Marsh 

Ranston Covert 
Ravensbury Park 
Ravenscourt Park 

Raynes Park 

Regent’s Park 

Reigate Hill. 

Richings Park 

Richmond Park 
Rickmansworth Aquadrome 
Riddlesdown 

Ridgehill 

Riverside Open Space, Molesey 
Rockingham Recreation Ground 
Roding Valley Meadows 
Roehyde 

Rowdow Wood 

Rowley Farm 

Ruislip Common 

Ruislip Gardens 

Ruislip Lido 

Rush Green, Hertford 
Rushett Farm 

Ruxley GP 

Rye House Marsh 

Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF 
Salisbury Hall Farm 
Sanderstead 

Savay GP 

Saxten’s Wood 

Scadbury Park 
Scotsbridge Meadows 
Scratch- Wood, Woodmansterne 
Sevenoaks Reserve 
Sewardstone 

Sheen Common 
Sheepwash Pond 
Shenleybury 

Shepherds Bush 
Shepperton GP 

Slipe Lane GP 

Smallford GP 

Sopwell Mill, St Albans 
South Harrow 


~South Norwood CP 


South Norwood Lake 
South Ruislip 
Southwood Manor Farm 
Sparrows Wood 
Spitalfields/Bishopsgate 
Spring Ponds 
Springfield Marina 
Springwell Lake 
Springwell Lock 


1] 


TQ276839 
TQ235688 
TQ160610 
TQ550783 
TQ566785 
TQ230739 
TQ038912 
TQ120670 
TQ059700 
TQ070695 
TQ017773 
TQ283887 
TQ549829 
TQ525800 
TQ996374 
TQ041890 
TQ268681 
TQ223790 
TQ231684 
TQ277830 
TQ255522 
TQ030794 
TQ200730 
TQ057940 
TQ326602 
TL202025 
TQ143693 


. TQ058837 


TQ435956 
TL210010 
TQ547595 
TQ004828 
TQ085893 
TQ095863 
TQ089891 
TL350127 
TQ173608 
TQ473700 
TL383103 
TL388102 
TL195028 
TQ344614 
TQ049880 
TQ585648 
TQ455700 
TQ064955 
TQ271593 
TQ522570 
TQ379985 
TQ196746 
TQ224928 
TL183018 
TQ228805 
TQ065674 
TL370049 
TL198071 
TL154054 
TQ135861 
TQ353684 
TQ341693 
TQ115860 
TQ116632 
TQ436667 
TQ334818 
TQ165932 
TQ347878 
TQ043932 
TQ044923 
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Springwell Reedbed 

St Anns Hill, Chertsey 

St James’s Park . 

St Saviour’s Creek, SE1 

St Thomas’s Hospital 

Stain Hill Res 

Staines Moor 

Staines Res 

Stanborough Lakes 

Stanmore CP 

Stanmore Common 

Stanstead Abbotts GP 

Stanwell Moor 

Stanwell Moor GP 

Stapleford Tawney 

Streatham Common 

Stocker’s Lake 

Stocker’s West GP 
tocker’s Farm 

Stockley Park 

Stoke Newington Res 

Stone Chalk Pit 

Stone Lake 

Stone Marsh 

Sundridge Park 

Surrey Docks 

Sutton at Hone Lakes 

Swanscombe Marsh 

Sydenham Hill 

Symondshyde Great Wood 

Syon Park 

Tandridge 

Tatling End 

Telegraph Hill, Claygate 

Ten Acre Wood 

Thames Ditton 

Thamesmead 

The Basin, Edgware 

The Causeway NR 

The Clump, Iver Heath 

Theobalds Park, Enfield 

Thistledene, Thames Ditton 

Thrift’s Pit 

Thorndon Park 

Thorney 

Thorney GP 

Thorney Weir 

Thorpe Water Park 

Tilehouse North GP 

Tilehouse South GP 

Titsey 

Tolpits Lake 

Tolworth 

Tottenham Cemetery 

Tottenham Lock 

Tottenham Marsh 

Totteridge Long Pond 

Tower Bridge 

Tower of London 

Tower Wood, Westerham 

Trent Park 

Trevereux/Swaynesland 

Troy Mill GP 

Turnford Brook. 

Turnford Marsh GP 

Tyler’s Common, Upminster 

Tyttenhanger GP 

Upper Halliford 


TQ041924 
TQ038674 
TQ294798 
TQ340799 
TQ307793 
TQ124693 
TQ033734 
TQ051731 
TL230108 
TQ175930 
TQ156940 
TL391109 
TQ040743 
TQ034744 
TQ503900 
TQ305709 
TQ046935 
TQ053938 
TQ053934 
TQ080790 
TQ326876 
TQ566753 
TQ565752 
TQ568755 
TQ410700 
TQ360797 
TQ560700 
TQ605760 
TQ335722 
TL195110 
TQ175765 
TQ376505 
TQ020870 
TQ159647 
TQ094720 
TQ158673 
TQ474811 
TQ188919 
TQ105754 
TQ022845 
TL345005 
TQ155673 
TL366132 
TQ620916 
TQ046793 
TQ044790 
TQ051799 
TQ030681 
TQ038898 
TQ038896 
TQ409551 
TQ085943 
TQ194659 
TQ333911 
TQ348895 
TQ354910 
TQ234942 
TQ337802 
TQ337806 
TQ448528 
TQ290970 
TQ433504 
TQ039905 
TL368037 
TL370044 
TQ568907 
TQ191865 
TQ091680 


Upper Norwood 
Vauxhall Bridge 
Verulamium Lake 
Vicarage Farm, Enfield 
Victoria Park 

Waddon Ponds 
Walligton Green Nurseries 
Walsingham Wood 
Waltham Cross 
Waltham Cross GP 
Waltham Marsh 
Walthamstow Marsh 
Walthamstow Res 
Walton Heath 

Walton Res 

Wanstead Park 

Warley Place 
Warlingham 

Waterlow Park 
Watermeads 

Watts Wood, Purfleet 
Weald Park 

Welham Green 

Wells Park 

West Byfleet 

West End Common 
West Hyde Fields 

West Hyde GP 

West India South Dock 
West Kingsdown 

West Ruislip GC 

West Thurrock 
Westerham Heights 
Westminster Bridge 
Wey Meadows, Weybridge 
Whitgift Centre, Croydon 
Whitewebbs Wood/Lake 
Whyteleafe 

Willett Wood 
Wimbledon Common 
Wimbledon Park 
Wimbledon Park Lake 
Winchmore Hill 
Windsor Open Space 
Winterdown Woods 
Wintry Wood 

Wm Girling Res 
Woldingham 

Wood Green Res 
Woodford GC 
Woodlands Park 
Woodlands Park GP 
Woodmansterne 
Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross 
Worcester Park 
Wormley Wood 
Wormwood Scrubs 
Wraysbury GP 
Wraysbury Res 
Yeading Brook Meadows 
Yiewsley GP 


TQ329699 
TQ303781 
TL140070 
TQ305975 
TQ360837 
TQ309650 
TQ290625 
TL243040 
TL362003 
TL369006 
TL373013 
TQ350878 
TQ353980 
TQ232540 
TQ122685 
TQ415875 
TQ582909 
TQ358581 
TQ286872 
TQ275675 
TQ565788 
TQ570945 
TL235055 
TQ345717 
TQ048607 
TQ125632 
TQ030910 
TQ038916 
TQ376800 
TQ580626 
TQ081872 
TQ582770 
TQ430560 
TQ305796 
TQ067645 
TQ323657 
TQ325997 
TQ337582 
TQ452685 
TQ247723 
TQ246723 
TQ247724 
TQ316946 
TQ241905 
TQ123622 
TL475035 
TQ367945 
TQ370572 
TQ304900 
TQ395928 
TQ038830 
TQ098836 
TQ276597 
TQ033933 
TQ222655 
TL322058 
TQ221818 
TQ015735 
TQ025745 
TQ105835 
TQ049804 
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Review of the Year 


There was one addition to the London list during 1996 and that was the drake Lesser 
Scaup which displayed splendidly to allcomers at Tyttenhanger GP during April; this 
takes the London Area list to 333 this century (and to 346 during historic times). There 
were 15 occurrences of species that had occurred on fewer than ten occasions (12 in 1994 
and 1995) and 30 occurrences of species that had occurred on fewer than 20 occasions. 
The highlights of the year were as follows: Penduline Tit (2nd), Subalpine Warbler 
(3rd), Barred Warbler (Sth), Rose-coloured Starling (Sth), Great Snipe (6th), Arctic 
Redpoll (6th to 8th), Common Rosefinch (7th), Red-footed Falcon (8th), Red-rumped 
Swallow (8th), Red-throated Pipit (9th), Little Bittern (9th), Ring-billed Gull (10th 
and | 1th), Shorelark (11th and 12th), Serin (1 1th), White Stork (12th), Yellow-browed 
Warbler (12th), Bluethroat (14th), Ortolan Bunting (14th and 15th), Richard’s Pipit 
(15th and 16th), Goshawk (17th), Red-necked Phalarope (18th). In addition good, but 
slightly less rare species included: Little Egret (21st to 26th), Pomarine Skua (21st), 
Great Skua (22nd and 23rd), Razorbill (25th), Fulmar (28th) and White-winged 
Black Tern (28th); not forgetting, of course, Blue-winged Teal (3rd), Ring-necked 
Duck (9th) and Dipper (14th) - all of which remained from 1995. Perhaps one of the 
most memorable ornithological events of 1996 was the huge invasion of Waxwings that 
washed across the country at the beginning of the year and liberally sprinkled large 
flocks across London. Notable highlights on the breeding front included the first ever 
nesting of Avocets, as well as the first confirmed breeding of Marsh Warbler; other 
encouragements were the continued presence of Nightjar and Woodlark and the possible 
summering of Cetti’s Warbler. Disappointments, again, were the continuing, seemingly 
terminal, decline of Grey Partridge, Willow Tit and Corn Bunting, to name but three 
species. Overall a remarkable 241 species (excluding obvious escapes) were seen in 
London during the year - way ahead of the previous record total of 229 in 1994. 

_ JANUARY commenced with an excellent selection of birds remaining from 1995, 
these included a Black-throated Diver at Queen Mary Res (soon to move onto Staines, 
followed by Queen Mother Res and Horton GP), Red-necked Grebes at King George V 
Res and Wraysbury GP, one Shag and one Eider (with two more reappearing on 7th) at 
Sevenoaks Reserve, the mostly elusive Ring-necked Duck in the Lea Valley, a Blue- 
winged Teal, Garganey and a Firecrest, all at Brent Res, two Bearded Tits at Amwell 
_ GP, up to five Bitterns in the Lea Valley and one at Wraysbury GP, Red-breasted 
Mergansers at Staines and Walton reservoirs, the Dipper on the River Lea, near Lemsford, 
at least four Arctic Redpolls at Thorndon Park, a Lapland Bunting at Rainham and last, 
but not least, the seemingly ever-present Long-tailed Duck at Tilehouse GP. Despite the 
frosts that brought 1995 to a close this year started on a generally mild, but gloomy note, 
indeed, sunshine was a rare commodity throughout the whole month and it turned out to 
be the dullest since records began at the turn of the century. The Ist got off to a spectacular 
start with most of the above-mentioned on view, as well as at least 54 Smews scattered 
across London. Fresh arrivals over the first week were led by short-staying Bewick’s 
Swans at Beddington SF and Broadwater GP, a fine gathering of six Scaup at Brent Res 
on 2nd and a remarkably coordinated movement of two or three ringtail Hen Harriers 
over Dartford Marsh, Rainham Marsh and South Weald, all on 6th. Increasingly strong to 
gale force south-westerlies from 4th to 9th may have accounted for the arrival of several 
' more Red-breasted Mergansers, small groups of Brent Geese at Queen Mary Res and 
Rainham Marsh. With winds moderating during the second week calmer conditions 
~ prevailed: another Hen Harrier was seen, this time at Thorndon Park on 8th, along with 
the first Waxwing of the year (soon to be followed by many more). The third week was a 
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modestly quiet affair with a Black-necked Grebe at Wraysbury GP and a Little Gull at 
Holmethorpe SP. Winter returned with a vengeance from 20th as bitterly cold east winds 
set in until the month’s end sending the mercury plunging down to -8°C at night and on 
some days the mercury never rose above freezing point. There was a fairly predictable 
avian response with the arrival of a Glaucous Gull at Aveley, a Great Northern Diver at 
Queen Mary Res, Slavonian Grebes dropped in at four sites, several Kittiwakes, Brent 
Geese at three sites, several more Scaup, remarkably Little Gulls were at six sites and 
this period also included the first multiple arrival of the year (so far) of Waxwings, with 
25 at six localities. The month closed on a high note with a disorientated Gannet, on 29th, 
near the M25 motorway at Havering and three more Red-breasted Mergansers. 

It was very much a case of more of the same as FEBRUARY opened with a 
continuation of the bitterly cold weather, with widespread but short-lived snowfalls on 
5th. During the next week Red-throated Divers appeared at three sites (Queen Mary 
Res, Sevenoaks reserve and 
Thamesmead), a Black- 
throated Diver dropped in, 
literally, at Walthamstow, 
since it hit overhead pylon 
wires and fortunately landed 
in the Coppermill Stream. 
About 15 more widely 
scattered Red-breasted 
Mergansers arrived (at six 
sites), along with several 
more Slavonian and Red- 
necked Grebes and the 
Waxwing invasion slowly 
started to spread across the 
Area with 33 birds at six sites 
on 6th. Although conditions 
moderated slightly during the 
second week it only provided 
a brief respite before colder 
conditions returned. A 
Glaucous Gull was a brief 
visitor to Queen Elizabeth II 
Res on 8th, eight Red- 
breasted Mergansers stopped off at Girling Res on 10th and a Black-throated Diver 
was on the Thames off Rainham on | 1th; also of note was a count of three Firecrests at 
Beaulieu Heights Wood on 11th. More Red-necked and Slavonian Grebes continued 
to arrive, or recirculate. One of the most astonishing sightings of the winter was the 
discovery of a Ring Ouzel in a Cheshunt garden on 15th; at least 53 Smews were in 
west London at this time. Heavy, widespread snowfalls on 19th coincided nicely with a 
Hen Harrier over Trent Park, followed the next day by a Razorbill on the River Thames 
at Rainham, a Puffin picked up in a field at Cuffley and finally a Red-throated Diver 
at Hersham GP, which was sadly found dead, frozen into the ice on 23rd. With the frosts 
finally lifting from 21st the end of the month finished on a relatively mild and sunny 
note. Highlights during the last week included several wandering Bitterns, two Avocets 
at Beddington on 28th (one of which had been ringed as a chick in Germany) and whilst 
the distribution of Waxwings didn’t increase greatly the flock numbers slowly started to 
rise with gatherings of 40 at Brentwood and up to 77 in Enfield. 
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Although the bitterness of the winter finally had finally departed, MARCH opened 
with a distinctly chilly feel. A Red Kite drifted over Chelsham on Ist and nine Knot 
were brief and unseasonal visitors to Rainham the next day. A major arrival of scarce 
grebes got underway during the first week with four Red-necked Grebes in the region, 
eight Slavonians, including three at Queen Mother and two each at Staines and 
Sevenoaks, and Black-neckeds at Thorpe Water Park and Walton Res. In addition the 
Waxwing invasion reached its peak in London with a total of 324 birds on 3rd: local 
totals were up to 74 in Romford, 68 in Uxbridge, 50 in Ware, 44 in Dartford and 42 in 
Sevenoaks; the next day the Romford flock rose to an unprecedented 200 birds. 
Anticyclonic weather took over in the second week bringing with it mostly bitingly cold 
easterly winds with occasional snow showers, although lying snow did not last long. A 
real bagful of at least 16 Slavonian Grebes were on view during the second week, with 
an impressive peak count of five at Staines on 11th, although all the Red-neckeds and 
all but one of the Black-neckeds had dispersed. Two Red-throated Divers were found 
at Littlebrook Lake and Girling on 14th and although the peak of the Waxwing invasion 
had passed, at least 180 birds still remained in Romford and the bigger flocks elsewhere 
had diminished slightly. The third week opened with a the beautiful fluting call of a 
Woodlark at Amwell GP on 15th giving an early taste of spring and the same day a 
Little Egret stopped off at King George V Res. Slavonian Grebes were still quite 
numerous but Black-necked Grebes rose to two at Staines on 18th, when there was a 
Red-throated Diver at Royal Albert Dock, and then to four by 19th. Encouraged by a 
few milder days several small groups of Brent Geese were seen over the Area on 21st 
and a Marsh Harrier drifted over Rainham Marsh, however, the most remarkable sighting 
was of a Sandwich Tern at Holmethorpe SP - one of the earliest ever. The final ten days 
of the month, whilst mostly dry, were rather cloudy and cold but the excitement of the 
previous few days was maintained with a Ring-billed Gull at Brent Res on 23rd and the 
same day there were an impressive four 
Black-necked and three Slavonian Grebes 
at Staines. Another very early migrant, this 
time in the splendid shape of an Osprey was 
watched northbound over Regent’s Park on 
23rd, not to be outdone five Sandwich Terns 
were brief visitors to Queen Elizabeth II Res 
the same day. Three Ring Ouzels were at two 
sites on 24th, with a further two over the next 
‘two days. The last big day-count of 
Waxwings was on 26th when there were still 
at least 262 birds scattered across London, 
- sadly the same day a Red-throated Diver 
_ was found at Groveland Park but was doomed | 
to die a few days later, however a stunning male Long-tailed Duck at Queen Mother Res on 
29th and a Red Kite over Sydenham on 30th were very far from being moribund. The 31st 
was a real red-letter day with 17 Common Scoters at four sites, perhaps even more surprisingly 
a flock of 35 Sandwich Terns at Swanscombe Marsh, another Marsh Harrier and not to be 
outdone the total of Slavonian Grebes at Staines increased to a record total of six, bringing 
the month to an end with a real flurry of excitement. 
The first week of APRIL was calm and dry, but cold. A single Smew at Stocker’s 
‘Lake on 3rd was a late departee, but the most astonishing bird of the day was a really 
cracking white-spotted Bluethroat that was found at Cornmill Meads; it stayed several 
-days and posed beautifully for allcomers (rather fortuitously it had chosen its location 
well, since it was separated from its many admirers by a stagnant water-filled ditch). 
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Small grebes reached their peak at Staines on 4th with an impressive seven Slavonian 
and four Black-necked; the following day an Osprey was northbound over Stanstead 
Abbotts. Another migrant was a westbound Red Kite at Staines Res on 6th. Sunday the 
7th was a truly spectacular day: it started off with a flock of 73 Brent Geese over Queen 
Elizabeth II Res, later seen over Beddington, and another 50 over Tyttenhanger GP, 
followed by 48 White-fronted Geese over the latter site. As if that wasn’t enough, firstly 
a remarkable flock of 5|0 Common Scoters circled over Barn Elms Res before heading 
off south-east and then, not to be outdone, Wm Girling Res came up with an astonishing 
flock of 64 Common Scoters; there were also six more at Troy Mill GP. But the best 
was yet to come: late in the day London’s first Lesser Scaup was discovered at 
Tyttenhanger GP, a fair-sized crowd had assembled by dusk, but they need not have 
worried since it remained the centre of attention for the next ten days to entertain many 
hundreds of visiting birders. Finally to round off a stunning day a Red Kite drifted over 
Sevenoaks. More arrivals the next day (8th) included an Osprey over Bowyer’s GP, the 
first Pied Flycatcher of the spring, 16 Little Gulls at Hilfield Park Res - the best 
gathering of the year - as well as more Black-necked Grebes. A cold east wind set in on 
10th but, too late to turn back, an Osprey continued north over King George V Res and 
a small flurry of Arctic Terns arrived. From 11th to 14th it remained cold, especially on 
12th when there were widespread snow showers, but undaunted nine Redstarts were 
found, a single Marsh Harrier and an Osprey passed over and Arctic Terns were thinly 
scattered. Happily, it turned more spring-like from 15th to 21st as a nice warm, sunny 
and dry spell set in. It proved to be a productive period to be out birding: two more fly- 
over Ospreys, eight more Redstarts appeared, along with four Ring Ouzels, four Pied 
Flycatchers, and Arctic Terns were at seven sites, the peak count was 18 at Staines; 
perhaps the best sightings during the spell included a Bittern seen flying over Regent's 
Park and a Hoopoe at Merton. The final departure of Waxwings happened rather suddenly 
with 50 still in Romford and 27 roosting in Black Park, both on 19th; after that the only 
subsequent record was of a single straggler in Black Park on 22nd. A change to damp 
conditions on 22nd and 23rd was short-lived and a return to warm sunny conditions 
from 23rd to 27th allowed the flow of migration to continue, led by six Wood Warblers, 
four more Pied Flycatchers, a thin scattering of Black and Arctic Terns, a Marsh 
Harrier, seen over Essex Filter Beds, but perhaps most surprising was the White Stork 
that rested for 35 minutes on Hounslow Heath on 25th, before disappearing without 
trace. The last few days of the month were generally cool and wet, but plenty of 
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Whinchats and Whimbrels passed through, as well as several more Wood Warblers 
and Pied Flycatchers, but best of the lot was a Red Kite over Walthamstow on 28th. 

The first two weeks of MAY, although mostly bright and dry, were also unseasonably 

cold with persistent north-easterlies keeping temperatures down to 10°C during the day, 
with many night frosts. Two Gannets over Beddington on 2nd were most unexpected, but 
not as surprising as the Red-rumped Swallow that graced Staines Res for a disappointingly 
brief time on 6th. Back-up birds during this first week included two more Marsh Harriers, 
two Ospreys, eight more Wood Warblers, a small arrival of 39 Arctic Terns on 3rd, 
including 25 at Hilfield Park Res. With no change to the weather the arrival of a superb 
summer plumaged, female, Red-necked Phalarope on a tiny flood-pool near Staines 
Moor on 9th was real bonus, particularly as it stayed three days. Raptors during the second 
week included another Marsh Harrier, three more Ospreys; other features of this period 
included two Little Egrets at Broadwater GP on 14th, a small passage of Little Gulls 
(the best count being 16 at Hilfield Park on 8th), Arctic Terns (peak count of 15 at Island 
Barn Res on 10th) and Black Terns. A change to damp south-westerlies from mid-month 
raised temperatures slightly; a Hoopoe was a much appreciated visitor to Kempton Park 
Res on 18th (until 25th) and a male Golden Oriole at Horsenden Hill on 17th (until 
20th) provided a splash of Mediterranean colour. A splendid male Red-backed Shrike 
at Ruislip on 26th, a really cracking male Little Bittern at Epsom Common on 30th 
(staying for three days) and the long-staying Great Northern Diver at Queen Mary 
Res, now in full summer plumage (last seen on 25th) livened up the the final week of 
the month. But apart from these notable exceptions the month petered out on a rather 
dreary note, bringing to an end the coldest May since the early days of the century. Roll 
on summer! 

At last the grip of a cold, late spring finally relented as JUNE opened with mild 

south-easterlies and south-westerlies and dry warm conditions prevailed. The Ist 
produced some real surprises: a Pectoral Sandpiper turned up at Kempton Park Res 
and a summer plumaged Great Northern Diver (probably the Queen Mary bird) dropped 
in at Queen Mother Res. With migration slowing down to a mere trickle only late arrivals 
or non-breeding birds were on the move: these were mostly confined to waterbirds and 
included a pair of Garganey at Amwell GP on 3rd, a Honey Buzzard over Purley on 
4th and a Common Scoter at Queen Mother Res on 5th and the next day a Black- 
necked Grebe at Staines (until 9th). With temperatures climbing up towards the 30°C 
mark in the second week summer had clearly, albeit belatedly, arrived. Island Barn Res 
claimed the two best birds with a Shag on | 1th and a Little Egret on 13th. The second 
half of the month was somewhat cooler with south-westerly winds prevailing it became 
more unsettled. Ornithological highlights were few but did feature a small arrival of 
~ Common Scoters with nine at Wm Girling on 15th, six at Queen Elizabeth II on 17th, 
_along with a superb adult male Long-tailed Duck at King George V Res on 18th, as 
well as a singing male Common Rosefinch at Walton Heath on 26th. As the month 
“drew to a close a reminder of the changing seasons was provided by the early returning 
passage of Black-tailed Godwits, with 14 at Beddington on 29th and 11 at Dartford Marsh 
on 30th; nearby Swanscombe also recorded four Sandwich Terns on 29th. 

. AS ever it was a real mixed bag of fortunes during the BREEDING SEASON; 
undoubtedly the highlight was the successful breeding of a pair of Avocets at Kempton, 
Closely followed by the successful breeding of a pair of Marsh Warblers in Essex. 
Cormorant totals rose again, with a pair now breeding away from the main site at 
Walthamstow Res, but Grey Heron totals slipped away slightly, no doubt not helped by 
prolonged freezing spells during the winter. Some of the more threatened species - Red- 
legged Partridge, Grey Partridge, Willow Tit - seemed to have just about maintained 
the equilibrium - but for how much longer? Although successful breeding of Ring-necked 
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Parakeets is seldom reported they are clearly doing very well along the Thames valley 
in London with winter counts approaching 1,000 birds. Encouragingly, two pairs of 
Nightjar were present (although sadly no birds were reported from the 1995 breeding 
locality) and six singing, territorial, Woodlarks was good news. A Cetti’s Warbler may 
have summered, raising hopes for the future; conversely only one pair of Wood Warblers 
bred and Marsh Tits. remain at an historically low level, whilst Spotted Flycatchers 
were disappointingly thin on the ground. Finally, House Sparrows still appear to be 
declining in some areas and Corn Buntings continue to suffer as modern farming 
techniques intensify. 

The beginning of JULY was generally unsettled with strong westerly winds and rain, 
but temperatures increased to give a taste of summer from mid-month, with high pressure 
dominating, but this short heatwave came to an end with storms on 23rd and the rest of the 
month was unsettled and fairly cool. Traditionally a time for the first returning waders, a 
Spotted Redshank was at Tyttenhanger GP on Ist, and the usual variety of other species 
appeared, including Wood Sandpipers at Dagenham Chase on 6th, and at Rainham Marsh 
on 13th and plenty of Black-tailed Godwits, Greenshanks, Whimbrels and Common 
and Green Sandpipers. The first rarity of the month was a summer plumaged White- 
winged Black Tern that graced the River Thames near the Thames Barrier at Woolwich 
on 4th. A Cetti’s Warbler was trapped at Wraysbury GP on 6th. It was a good month for 
the formerly rare Little Egret, with birds seen at Rye Meads on 17th and 19th, at Amwell 
on the latter date, then one at Hampstead Heath on 25th. An adult Kittiwake dropped in 
at Beddington on 14th. Other migrants included seven Black Terns at Queen Mother Res 
on 21st, and ten Common Scoter at Staines on 23rd. On the latter date a Pectoral 
Sandpiper was seen briefly at Dartford Marsh. Yet another adult White-winged Black 
Tern pleased observers at the Brent Res for just one day on 27th. 

During AUGUST the weather proved generally to be dry, warm and sunny but never 
really hot, with a few days when temperatures were over 80°F mixed with others that were 
cool and cloudy. The odd spectacular thunderstorm, like that on the evening of 1 1th, was 
a feature.It was fairly quiet during the first week but migration picked up as the month 
progressed. Tern movements included eight Sandwich Terns at Dartford Marsh on Sth 
and 73 Black Terns at five sites on 10th (including 45 at Staines). An early Pied 
Flycatcher at Weald Park was seen on 6th, as was a Red-necked Grebe at King George 
V Res. A Marsh Harrier was around at Dartford Marsh and the opposite bank of the 
Thames between 8th and 10th. More unusual was the finding of a Subalpine Warbler 
in a garden in Hampton on 15th, odd in both date and locality, but no doubt a change 
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from the usual range of species encountered here; two Arctic Skuas showed on the 
River Thames at Dartford on 16th. As the month wore on, the odd Pied Flycatcher, 
Redstart and Wood Warbler began to appear at various localities, together with 
increasing numbers of Whinchats. Two Black-necked Grebes bobbed about on Staines 
Res for most of the month, and Garganeys were seen with some regularity amongst 
increasing numbers of eclipse-plumaged wildfowl. On the whole though it was a fairly 
quiet month, but which improved in the last week. A small influx of Sanderling was 
evident with ten between 24th and 27th, a Honey Buzzard drifted over Trent Park on 
26th and an Osprey flew over Maryon Wilson Park on 27th, and Beddington saw the 
arrival of a Marsh Harrier on 28th; two Arctic Skuas were at Dartford Marsh on 29th. 
Numbers of Whinchats increased dramatically on 30th and 31st and a Red-backed 
Shrike (nowadays strictly of migrant status), surprised watchers at Tyttenhanger GP on 
the last day of the month. 

SEPTEMBER as usual proved one of the 
most interesting months of the year. The first 
two weeks were dominated by warm and 
moderate northerly winds, these switching to 
easterly when the anticyclone responsible 
moved from the west of Scotland across to 
Scandinavia in the middle of the month, and 
then to south-easterly until 24th, when wind 
and rain returned from the west. The month 
will long be remembered for the number of 
Little Stints that appeared, but more of that 
later. The first few days were dominated by 
Whinchats, with small parties of birds 
everywhere. A Great Skua at King George 
V Res on 2nd was exceptional, to be matched 
the next day by an Ortolan Bunting at the 
same place. Slightly lower in the rarity league, 
but always good to see, were Marsh Harriers at Rainham Marsh and Enfield on Sth, a 
Kittiwake at Walton Res also on Sth, and Osprey at Kempton Park Res on 7th. The first 
Firecrest in what turned out to be a very 
_ good month for this species was seen at 
Limpsfield Chart on 7th. Another rare 
passerine in the form of a Barred Warbler 
was found lurking in hawthorns at Barking 
on | 1th and 12th, and led some observers a 
merry dance before revealing itself. With 
winds now turning strong easterly until 
beginning of the last week of the month, rare 
birds began to be found seemingly every day. 
On 14th a juvenile Red-footed Falcon flew 
- S over Walthamstow Res. Another Ortolan 
Bunting dropped in all too briefly at 
Hounslow Heath on Sept 20th, and a Spotted 
Crake was at Beddington SF the next day. 
A Yellow-browed Warbler zipped around Hainault Forest on 22nd, whilst an adult Rose- 
coloured Starling in full splendour appeared in a Bookham back garden on 23rd. Whilst 
these were the major rarities, there was plenty of back-up. After a slow start the number 
of Little Stints increased around mid-month but, a huge wave dominated wader 
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gatherings by the end of the third week, with unheard of counts including 27 at 
Tyttenhanger GP, 48 at Beddington SF and a massive 76 on the drained Wraysbury Res. 
No fewer than 14 Firecrests were seen during the month, mostly between 15th and 
26th, and included four together at Beaulieu Heights Wood. Little Gulls increased to 
seven at Staines on 18th, and a Gannet appeared on the banks of Wm Girling Res on 
20th. Several early passerines included Ring Ouzel on 20th at Dartford, and Bramblings 
before the end of the month, and there were Short-eared Owls at two places in Herts. 
On the last day of the month, reports of a Great Snipe at Rye Meads were confirmed, 
and many observers were delighted to see the individual that patrolled the meadows 
here for two days. 

The autumn moved on into OCTOBER, and just as September had been dominated 
by anticyclonic weather October was, conversely, a month of depressions, as a series of 
fronts tracking across Britain brought mostly south-westerly winds and sometimes strong 
winds, but with also many warm and sunny days, interspersed with some heavy rainfall. The 
month opened with the Great Snipe still at Rye Meads, a Ring Ouzel at Moor Mill, a 
Marsh Harrier at Rainham Marsh and a Garganey at Stoke Newington Res on 2nd, 
and an Arctic Tern at Littlebrook on the Thames on 3rd. The next few days saw an 
arrival of three rare pipits in as many days, with Richard’s Pipit at Barking on 4th 
which was refound the next day, another Richard’s at Hampstead Heath on Sth, and then 
a Red-throated Pipit which ranged widely around Beddington between 6th and 13th. 
Also at Hampstead Heath on 5th was a Woodlark, the first of three sightings during the 
month. Firecrests continued to appear all over London and about 26 birds were logged 
during the month (including five togther at one site). Although the number of Little 
Stints decreased rapidly after the end of September, small parties remained at several 
sites, and other waders included two Wood Sandpipers at Tyttenhanger GP on 4th, and 
an Avocet at Queen Mother Res on 9th. An Arctic Skua was along the Thames off 
Dartford and Rainham on 11th. A Snow Bunting, scarce in recent years in London, 
showed at Beddington on 12th, with another at Queen Mother Res on 17th, and two 
more at Beddington on 18th. Winter and summer wildfowl were represented by the the 
first party of Bewick’s Swans on 19th, and a Garganey still at one site on 20th. A 
Shore Lark in Kensington Gardens for an hour on 21st must have been an incredible 
sight. As autumn migration tailed off, a Hoopoe was found at Thamesmead on 22nd and 
stayed until 29th. Winds freshened from the 25th, and severe gales developed at the end 
of the month especially on the night of 28th/29th. It was no surprise when a Grey 
Phalarope was found swimming close to the causeway at Staines on 30th. 

Early NOVEMBER carried on from late — 

October with a succession of depressions 
bringing strong winds across the country 
together with a lot of rain at times, but it 
stayed very mild with temperatures up to 
15°C as the month opened. These soon 
started to decrease and the first scattering 
of snow was noted on 19th, and the 
remaining days of the month brought further 
bands of cloud and rain, interspersed with 
clear sunny spells, with increasing fog and 
frost as the month progressed. Another Grey 
Phalarope was found at Queen Elizabeth II 
Res on Nov 3rd, and both this and the Staines bird remained: for many days. Another 
bird appeared briefly at Queen Mother Res on 9th. Also at Staines at the time was a 
Great Northern Diver and a long-staying Cetti’s Warbler arrived at Walton Res on 
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3rd. Two Lapland Buntings were found at Dagenham Chase on 4th, and November 
produced a good crop of Snow Buntings, with some six sightings during the month 
from 5th. Rare grebes included three Red-necked Grebes between 7th and 10th, a 
Black-necked at Queen Mother Res from 10th and three more at Wm Girling Res on 
13th. A fine adult Iceland Gull was at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 9th, and a Hen Harrier 
criss-crossed the Herts/Middx border at Springwell for several days from 10th. Plenty 
of interesting waders remained in the west, with Little Stints at Queen Mother Res, and 
a Greenshank throughout the month at Staines, with odd sightings of Knot, Bar-tailed 
and Black-tailed Godwits, all harried by a Peregrine (the first to spend the winter at 
the south-western reservoirs since before most of us were born). A fine juvenile Pomarine 





Skua showed well in the sunshine of 14th at Queen Mother Res and remained in the 
area for four days in all. A Shore Lark dropped in briefly at Queen Mary Res on 16th 
where it was found singing! In the Lea Valley, a Gannet was picked up at Wm Girling 
Res on 16th, and a Glaucous Gull was at Amwell GP intermittently from 19th to 
21st. The suburban Brent Res had one of the birds of the year when a tiny Penduline 
-Tit was found feeding on bulrushes at the eastern end of the reservoir on 1 6th, although 
it remained very elusive until it was last seen on 22nd. A Black-throated Diver at 
Staines Res on 20th replaced the earlier Great Northern, with one of the latter species 
turning up on King George V and later the Wm Girling reservoir. Another Ring- 
billed Gull was identified on the Thames at Charlton on 23rd; for a species that has 
not:been on the London Area list for that many years, November is turning out to be a 
good month for this transatlantic visitor. Waxwings returned to their normal status 
after the deluge in the early part of the year, three at Cuffley on 24th being the only 
sighting of the month. At the end of the month a male Hen Harrier was at Wraysbury 
GP on 30th. 

The weather in DECEMBER remained cool and unsettled to begin with, but the 
last ten days became progressively colder. Extremely cold easterly winds from 20th 
brought heavy frosts overnight and an icy wind during the day, with temperatures barely 
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above freezing, and a light covering of snow after falls on 27th, 30th and 31st. The year 
ended with the country in the cold grip of winter. A Glaucous Gull at Ongar was the 
most notable sighting on the first day of the month, and a drake Red-breasted Merganser 
arrived for its third winter at Bushy Park and then Walton Res on 4th, later in the month 
being seen at Staines Res, where a Little Stint and a Greenshank that were present 
moved in the opposite direction. More scarce wildfowl included five Bewick’s Swans at 
Brent Res on 6th and a long-staying Velvet Scoter at King George VI Res from 7th. The 
last Little Egret of the year was found at Mimmshall Brook on 8th. A wintering Dartford 
Warbler was seen for a few days mid-month at Walthamstow Marsh, and a Great 
Northern Diver continued to be seen in the Lea Valley. More Waxwings, this time five 
at Amwell, showed on 18th; good numbers of White-fronted Geese arrived during the 
month, and a few flocks of Brent Goose were also seen. As cold weather dominated the 
scene from 20th, there were several influxes of species typically associated with such 
conditions. At least seven Slavonian Grebes were found after the middle of the month, 
and Smew appeared in increasingly larger flocks including 18 at Amwell on 26th. Small 
numbers of Red-breasted Mergansers were quite widespread by the end of the year, 
whilst a Red-throated Diver was on the Thames at Charlton on 21st and a Hen Harrier 
headed over Brent Res on 22nd. A new Black-throated Diver at King George V Res 
(with another at Queen Mary in the west) were the last notable birds of another eventful 
year, although the cold weather and lots of good winter birding continued in the first 
part of 1997. 
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Contributors to the Systematic List 


All contributors of ornithological records to the Society in 1996 are listed below. We 
apologise if any names have been inadvertently omitted. Many records of scarce species 
listed in Birds of the London Area 1996 are attributed to the observer who found or reported 
the bird and the attribution normally consists of the observer’s initials. However if more 
than one observer possesses the same initials, a letter from the attributed observer’s surname 
may be used and will appear in italics. Such observers have the initials used to identify 
them listed below after their name 


J. Abbott (JA?) J.R. Bexley J. Colmans (JC) 
D. Abrahams (DAs) J. Birkett (JB7) S. Connor (SC) 
V. Adam R.A. Blades M. Cook (MC&) 
L. Aldrich G.C. Bond R. Cope (RCe) 
P.S.A. Allday D. Booth (DB) D. Cording 

J. Allen (JAJ) C. Bowlt (CB) . ~ G. Court (GC) 
N. Anderson P. Bradbeer J. Court (JC2) 

D. Andrews (DA) G. Brandejs (GB) M. Craig (MCg) 
R. Andrews M.C. Brew B. Crathorne (BCe) 
R.D. Andrews G.B. Bridge L. Crathorne 

J. Archer (JA) T. Bristow (TB) B. Cripps (BC) 
B.P. Aris D. Broadley (DBy) I.J. Croad 

R.J. Arnfield T.W.Broome G. Croney (GCy) 
M. Ashton M.P.Brown Croydon RSPB 
S.J. Aspinall M.A. Buckell D. Curtis (DC) 
D. Atkins (DAf) Lea Valley Park A. Cutts (ACs) 

J. Austin (JAn) Bulletin (LVPB) S. Czapski (SCi) 
S. Austin M. Bunce 

T. Austin R.W. Burrows P. Dagorne (PDe) 

R. Burwood J. Davies 

G. Bailey (GBy) P. Davies (PDs) 
H. Baker G.D. Caine R.C. Davies 

J.H. Baker T.S. Caine R.D. Davies 

T.G. Ball R.M. Callf R.W. Davis 

T. Bamber (TBr) D. Campbell (DC/) M. Dawson (MDn) 
A.W. Banyard I. Campbell _ B. Dawton 

S.E. Barbato E.R. Cannings P. Delaloye (PD) 
_C. Barfield (CBd) S.J. Carter E. De Quidt (ED?#) 
K. Barrett M.N. Chaffe D. De Silva (DD) 
“L.A. Batten V. Chambers M.K. Dennis 
N.S. Batten J.P. Charteris M. Dent (MD) 
P.A. Baumber D.K. Chivers P.W. Dickinson 

J. Beckett (JB) A. Clancy (AC) S. Disney 

R. Beddard (RB) R. Clarke (RC) A. Drakeford 

J. Bedford (JBd) B.D. Clews R.R. Drew 

RG. Beer Herts Bird Club (HBC) C. Drury (CD) 
A.A. Bell M. Coath (MC) A.R. Duckett 

A. Berry D.A. Coleman N. Duckworth 

J. Bessant (JBf) T. Coles H.C. Dumler 


N. Bewley C.L. Collins A.N. Duncan 


24 


C. Durdin (CDn) 
W. Dyer 


J.P. Early 

J. Edwards 
K. Edwards 
B. Elson 

R. Elston 
G.S. Elton 
D. Emery 
G.R. Evans 
L.G.R. Evans 
R.D. Evans 
C.M. Everett 


R.D.Facer 

J. Fearnside (JFe) 
A. Feltham (AFm) 
D.M. Ferguson 
A.C. Fisher 

A.V. Fisher 

B. Fisher 

G. Fisher 

J. Fitzpatrick (JF) 
J. Fleck (JF) 

P. Fletcher (PF) 
R. Flesher (RF7) 
J.Flynn (JFn) 
N.C Ford 

R. Foster 

P. Franklin 

A. Fure (AF) 


J. Gale (JGe) 

S.W. Gale 

R. Galliers (RGs) 
P. Gann (PGn) 

A. Gardener (AGr) 
G.G. Gardiner 

L. Gardiner 

J. Gaskell (JG) 

B. Gatcombe (BG) 
J. Gates (JGs) 

S.J. Gatley 

A. Gibbs (AG) 
R.G. Gibbs 

S. Gibson 

G. Giddens (GGs) 
M. Gill (MG) 
G.W. Gill 

M. Gilpin (MGi) 


Q. Given 

T.W. Gladwin 

A.P. Goddard 

T. Goddard 

C. Golson 

A. Gooderham (AGm) 

M. Goodman (MGn) 

D. Goodwin (DGn) 

A. Goody (AG) 

J. Gordon (JGn) 

G.C. Gore 

C.R. Graham 

R. Green (RG) 

P. Greening (PG) 

A. Greensmith (AGh) 

D. Griffin 

Barn Elms Bird 
Group (BEBG) 

Dagenham Bird Group 
(DBR) 

Hersham Ringing Group 
(HRG) 

Runnymede Ringing 
Group (RRG) 

Rye Meads Ringing 
Group (RMRG) 

Welsh Harp Conservation 
Group 

B.Groves (BGs) 

J.E. Guest 


G.M.Haig 

D. Haldane (DHe) 

K. Hall 

V. Halley-Frame (VH) 
P. Hambrook (PH) 

B. Hamilton 

M.A. Hardwick (MAH) 
V. Harley (VHy) 

J. Harmsworth (JHh) 
A. Harris (AH) 

D.G. Harris 

D.M. Harris 

G.J. Harris 

M.A. Harris (MAHs) 
N. Harris 

R.L. Harris 

S.R. Harris 

L. Harrison 

R. Harrison 

P. Hart 
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J. Harvey (JHy) 
P.J. Harvey 

L. Hastings 

J. Hatton (JH) 

W. Hatton (WH) 
G. Hawgood (GHa) 
D. Hawkins (DH) 
R. Hawkins (RHs) 
W. Hawkins (WHs) 
A.Haworth-Roberts(AHr) 
J. Haworth (JHh) 
G.W.J. Hay 

C.D.R. Heard 

HES. Helhier 

R.D. Hellier 

J. Hemmings (JHs) 
K.J. Herber (KJH) 
C. Herbert (CH) 

J. Herbert (JH) 

R. Herbert (RH) 
G. Hewett 

R.S. Hoad 

M. Hoit 

J.W. Houghton 

D. Housely (DH) 
K.J. Howland (KJHd) 
R. Huckstep (RHp) 
C. Hull (CH) 

C.C. Humphrey 
J.R. Hunter 

I. Huttner 


M. Ilett 
R.J. Ingold 


P. Jackson 

G.C. James 

G. James (GJs) 
T. James 

A. Johnson 

D. Johnson (DJ) 
D.C. Johnson 
G. Johnson-Smith (GJ) 
I.G. Johnson 

K. Johnson 

D. Jones (DJs) 
M.A. Jones 

P.E. Jones 
S.Jones 

C.R. Jupp 


M. Kaemena (MKa) 
R. Kaye 

A.N. Keay 

I. Kendall (IK) 
P. Kerry (PK) 
M. Kettell (MK) 
I. Kettle (Ke) 
R.H. Kettle 
E.W.L. Keymer 
B. Kiedrowski 
W. Kilby 

J. King 


D. Lambert (DL) 
P. Lambert (PL) 
C. Lamsdell 

D.K. Lamsdell 
M.B. Lancaster 
J.R. Laundon 

M. Lawford (ML) 
N. Lawrence 

T.J. Lawrence 

A. Lawson (ALn) 
M. Lawson (MLn) 
I. Leow 

B. Lewis (BLs) 

P. Lewis (PLs) 

A. Lightfoot (AL) 
D. Lindo (DLo) 
D. Ling (DLg) 


C.Mackenzie-Grieve(CM) 
P. Mann (PMn) 

T. Mantle 

A. Maret (AMfr) 

F.J. Maroevic 

J. Marriott (JM) 

B.A. Marsh 


_L. Marshall 


S. Mason (SM) 


‘P. Massini (PM) 


J. McBurney (JMy) 
C. McClure (CMe) 
D. McKenzie (DM) 
K.I. McManus 


-M. McManus (MM) 


J. Mead (JMd) 

G.D. Messenbird 
N. Metcalfe (NM) 
A. Middleton (AM) 
R. Middleton 
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D. Miller (DMr) 

D. Millington (DMn) 
B. Mist (BM) 

A. Mitchell (AM/) 
D. Mitchell (DM/) 
M.T. Mitchell 

S. Moir (SMr) 

B. Mold (BMa) 

D.J. Montier (DJMr) 
A.V. Moon 

A.J. Morris 

P.A.J. Morris 

D.J. Morris (DJM) 
R.J. Morris 

N.J. Murphy 

S.H. Murray 


D.W. Napier 

P. Naylor 

K. Neale (KNe) 
G. Newbiggin 
G.C. Nicholls 

H. Nicholson 

K. Noble (KN) 
T.K. Norman 

A. Oakshett (AO) 
B. O’Dowd (BOD) 
W.E. Oddie 

P.J. Oliver 

A. Orr (AOr) 

C. Orsman 

K.C. Osborne 
L.B. Osborne 
A.J. Osburne 


A. Paine (AP) 

J. Palmer (JP7r) 

K. Palmer 

M. Parry (MPy) 
A.W. Parsons 
J.A.S. Patterson 
R. Patterson (RP) 
SwBearce 

R. Pearman (RPn). 
[eeRemce 

P. Peretti 

T.J. Perrins 
URevberry, GIR) 
S.R. Perry (SRPy) 
S.R. Pickering (SRP) 
J. Pooley (JPy) 


rd 


R. Power (RP7) 

M. Powesland (MP) 
E.M. Pratt 
Brereece 

F. Prince 

A. Prowse (APe) 
J.Prowse (JPe) 

J.R. Pullman (JRPn) 
K.L. Purdey 


J. Quail 
C. Quincy 
A. Quinn 


D. Rear (DR) 

K. M. Rebeiro 

Beikeed 

Alexandra Park Bird 
Report 

Beddington Bird 
Report (BBR) 

Holmethorpe Bird Report 

Hampstead Heath Bird 
Report 

Hilfield Park Res Bird 
Report 

South Norwood CP 
Bird Report 

Sevenoaks Wildfowl 
Reserve (SWR) 

R. Rickard 

M.S. Riddler 

D. Rimes (DRs) 

C. Robinson 

S.H. Robinson 

S. Robson 

S.H. Robson 

J.E. Rose 

M.D. Russell 

W. Rutherford 


D.Sampson 

R.F. Sanderson 

M. Schickner (MSr) 
Harrow School (HS) 
J. Scott (JS) 

K. Seaman (KSn) 
A.S.M. Self 

P. Sellar (PSr) 

P. Sellers (PSs) 

N.P. Senior 
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D.G. Sharpe 

W. Sharp 

P. Shaw (PSw) 
E.M. Sheen 

B. Sherlock (BS) 
R. Shinebaum (RS) 
J.A. Simpson 
M. Sims (MS) 

P. Sims (PSs) 

C. Slack (CSA) 
T.R. Smeeton 

C. Smith (CSA) 
J. Smith (JS/) 
K. Smith (KS) 
R.E. Smith 

S. Smith 

T. Smith (TSA) 

C. Smout (CS) 
Essex Birdwatching 
Society (EBS) 
Harrow Natural History 
Society (HNHS) 

Ruislip and District Nat. 
Hist. Soc.(RDNHS) 

Surbiton and District 
Birdwatching 
Society 

T. Spackman (TSzn) 

P.A. Spencer 

D.M.Spittle 

B. Spooner (BSr) 

S.J. Spooner 

E. Stainthorpe 

P. Stanford (PSd) 

P.J. Stead (PJSd) 

G. Stephenson 

J. Stevens (JSs) 

A.J. Stevens 

N. Stone 

P.J. Strangeman (PJS) 

P. Street (PS) 

T. Stride (TS) 

A. Stroud (ASd) 

R. Suckling (RSk) 

J.N. Sweeney 

A.S. Sweetland 

I. Swinney 

A. Symes (AS) 


B. Taggart (BT) 
J. Taggart (JT?¢) 


N. Tanner (NT) 
D.G. Taylor 

J. Taylor (JTr) 

N. Taylor (NTr) 
T. Tebbitt 

B. Temple (BTe) 
J.H. Terry 

B. Thomas (BTs) 
B.J. Thomas 

J. Thomas (JTs) 
J. Thompson (JT) 
C. Timms 

A. Tomezyinski 
B. Trevis (BTr) 
M. Trier 

London Wildlife Trust 
D.M. Tuck 

K. Tufnell 

CoE Turner 

D. Turner 

V.M Turner 

J. Tyler (JT) 


London Ecology Unit 
(LEU) 
B.M. Utton 


W. Varney 

H. Vaughan (HVn) 
L. Veale 

H. Venables (HV) 
A.G Verrell 

P.J. Vines 


J. Walbridge (JW) 
M.S. Wallen 

A. Waller 

M. Waller (MW) 
C.A. Walsh 

M. Warham (MW) 
J.M. Warne 

G.G. Watkins 

D. Watson (DWn) 
R.J. Watts (RJWs) 
R.D. Weller 

M. Wells (MWe) 
M. Wemys (MWs) 
B. Weston 

G. Westley 

J.J. Wheatley 
N.R. Wheatley 


G.J. White 

R.J. White (RJW) 

P. White 

M. Wickens (MW7) 
J.P.P. Wilezur 

P. Wilkinson 

D. Willett (DW) 

D. Wills (DWs) 

I. Wilshire 

A.D. Wilson 

J.S. Winder (JSWr) 
J. Winterbottom (JWn) 
C. Winterman 

N. Winterman 

R. Winterman (RW) 
R. Wood (RWa) 
B.E. Wright 

N.P. Wyatt 


C. York 
A. Young 
R.A. Young 
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Birds of the London Area, 1996 


with Additions and Corrections for previous years 
A REPORT ON BIRD LIFE WITHIN TWENTY MILES OF ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 


The classification of species in the systematic list of this report is that adopted by K.H. 
Voous in his List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species. Sequence and nomenclature follow 
The ‘British Birds’ List of Birds of the Western Palaearctic, 1984 and the relevant EURING 
number appears beside each species and sub-species heading. 

The six counties within the London Area in the report are as follows: Essex, Herts = 
Hertfordshire, Middx = Middlesex, Bucks = Buckinghamshire, Kent and Surrey. Inner 
London records are normally listed under their respective counties (Middlesex, Kent 
and Surrey). North, South, East and West are abbreviated to N,S,E and W and for direction 
of flight, cardinal points are shortened to N, NE, NNE etc. Other abbreviations are: 


CBC = Common Birds Census PS = Power Station 

CP)» = Country Park Res = _ Reservoir(s) 

GC =~ Golf Course RG = Ringing Group 

GP = _ Gravel Pit(s) SF = Sewage Farm or Works 
LBR = _ London Bird Report SP.) = Sand Pit 

NR = _ Nature Reserve WCB = _ Watercress Beds 


Observers’ initials in the report are shown against principal records. A full list of 
observers appears on pages 23 to 26. The abbreviation ‘mo’, used for some long-stay 
records, indicates “many observers’. 

For a full appreciation of records in this report, a detailed, large scale map of the 
London Area will be found useful. Reference should also be made to the Society’s books 
(1957 and 1964) and (1977), which give the continuous history of species since 1900. 

Sightings of more than one bird (where they are assumed to have arrived together) are 
treated as one record. All running totals of rare or unusual birds that are provided in the 
systematic list can be assumed to refer only to the present century, unless specifically 
mentioned otherwise. 


0002 Red-throated Diver a Gavia stellata 
Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 
influxes. 
_Essex Wm Girling Res, an oiled bird on Mar 14th (AC,PJV). Royal Albert Dock, one on 
Mar 18th (KB). 


Middx Grovelands Park, one from Mar 26th to 27th and then found dead on Mar 29th 
: (BE). Queen Mary Res, one from Feb 2nd to 3rd (CL,DJM). 

‘Kent Charlton, singles on the River Thames on Nov 29th (DM,PJV) and Dec 21st (DM). 
Littlebrook Lake, one present for a few hours only on Mar 14th (DW). Sevenoaks 
Reserve, one from Feb 2nd to 3rd (JT). Thamesmead, one on River Thames on 
Feb 8th (NRW). 

‘Surrey Beddington SF, a first-summer bird on the lake on the quite remarkable date of 
June 7th (JGs,BBR). Hersham GP, an oiled bird from Feb 20th to 21st was found 
dead frozen into ice on Feb 23rd (DG,NJM,SJS). 
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Eleven records, most of which were in February and March. The highest number in 
London since a major influx in 1986 when at least 21 birds were recorded. As 1s 
fairly usual with this species when found inland some were oiled and did not survive. 


Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 


Status: rare winter visitor and migrant; there have been notable hard weather 
influxes. 


King George V Res, one from Dec 29th into 1997 (PJV er al). Rainham Marsh, 
one on Feb 11th (GH). Walthamstow Res, a first-winter bird from Feb 3rd to 
11th survived a collision with pylon wires on Feb 4th (PSAA,PL ef ai), see 
photograph opposite page 48. 

Queen Mary Res, one from Jan 3rd to 7th (CL,DJM,NJM) first arrived on Dec 
29th 1995. and another on Dec 31st (DJM). Staines Res, one on Jan Ist and 6th 
(DJM,KLP,ASS) and another present irregularly between Nov 20th and Dec 30th 
(ASS et al). 

Horton GP, one from Jan 11th to 18th and again from Feb 2nd to 12th (JAS), was 
presumably the Middx bird. Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 8th was seen flying 
towards Horton GP at 09.40 hrs (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Feb 1 1th was the Rainham bird (GH). 


Assuming that the two birds at Staines Res were the same ones that were also seen 
at Queen Mary Res and in Bucks, then there were six birds recorded this year, the 
highest total since 1985. 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 


Status: scarce winter visitor and occasional migrant, often after hard weather. 





King George V Res, a first-winter on Nov 22nd, 30th and Dec 17th (TBr et al). 
Walthamstow Res, the same bird flew N on Dec 21st (DL). Wm Girling Res, one 
on Nov 26th and Dec 21st (PJV) was also the same restless individual. 

Queen Mary Res, one from Jan 26th to May 25th (CL et al). This was the over- 
wintering Surrey bird which later attained summer plumage by the end of May. 
Staines Res, one from Nov 3rd to 6th (DJM,PN et al). 

Queen Mother Res, a summer plumaged bird on June Ist (JAS) was almost certainly 
the Queen Mary individual. 

Island Barn Res/Queen Elizabeth II Res/ Field Common GP, one from November 
1995 was seen on several dates in January and February; this was the bird present 
for most of the time on Queen Mary Res. Walton Res, the same bird on Jan 4th 
(DMB) and another on Nov 8th (NJM.SJS). 
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Taking into account two rather mobile individuals, there were probably four 
birds recorded this year, which is just over the average. Even so, 1996 was an 
exceptional year for divers in London, no doubt due to the very cold weather. 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 


Status: widespread breeding resident on most suitable waters, also passage migrant 
and winter visitor. 


This year at least 96 pairs were located in the breeding season, down on the previous 
year. The number of breeding pairs reported in the past five years has been: 


1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 
96+ ID 73 78 90+ 


Localities holding breeding pairs (numbers of pairs or broods in brackets), the 
largest counts in each sector and Inner London records are given below: 


Aveley (1). Belhus Woods CP (2-3). Berwick Ponds (3). Dagenham Chase (1). 
Essex Filter Beds (1). Harold Wood SF (2). Rainham GP (3). Rainham Marsh (8- 
9). Walthamstow Res (1). The maximum count was 14 at Hackney Marsh on Dec 
31st and at Walthamstow Res on Jan 14th. 

Amwell GP (4). Bricket Wood/Common (1-2). Hilfield Park Res (12). River 
Colne (Watford) (1). Rye Meads SF (11). The maximum count was 38 at Hilfield 
Park Res on Sept 10th. 

Brent Res (3). Hampton Court Park (1). Kempton Park (5). Parkside Farm/Res 
(1). Perry Oaks SF (2). Ponders End Lake (1). Stanwell Moor GP (2). Stockley 
Park (1). The Causeway NR (4). The maximum count was 22 at Brent Res on Dec 
Ist. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 23rd and 24th (ARD,DJ). St James’s 
Park, one on Apr 10th (RFS). 

Alderbourne WCB (1). Chalfont Park (5). Old Slade GP (1). Thorney Weir (1). 
Tilehouse GP (3-4). The maximum count was 23 at Chalfont Park on Sept 15th. 

Crayford (1). Littlebrook Lake (3). The maximum count was 19 at Ruxley GP in 
November and December. 

Beddington Park (1). Beddington SF (1). Holmethorpe SP (3). Lonsdale Road 
Res (3). Morden Hall Park (1). Ravensbury Park (1). Waddon Ponds (1). Walton 
Res (2). The maximum count was 30 at Beddington SF in August. [nner London: 
Surrey Docks, one from Jan 31st to Feb 7th. 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on Feb 13th, Sept 4th, 26th and Oct 30th 
(BM). 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


There were 148 nesting birds or broods reported this year compared to 149 in 
1995, although this figure is an under-estimate as some sites did not submit actual 
nest counts. Additionally, several sites reported very low breeding success and 
only 88 broods were reported. There does appear to be a real decline when looking 
back over the past five years: 


1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 
148 149 179 194 216 
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exceeded 50 on at least one occasion and is followed by all records of nests or 
broods. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sep. Oct Nov Dec 

Essex King George VRes 18 a opel 2 ey J2. 2 Domes - 

Walthamstow Res 67 - 65 95 12 Sse Sil 

Herts _Hilfield Park Res 20 38 12 16 30 30 77 55 

Middx Brent Res 16 26 70 371 4 29 21 17 

Queen Mary Res 2305500) 2 - 49 - - 167 

Wraysbury Res 4 9 . 93 61 52 8 3, 

Bucks Queen Mother Res - =F ltd - - 8 130 146 
Wraysbury GP 81 68 64 tGr 4128 AS ve ATSeertOOys 

Surrey Island Barn Res 21 14 15 - i 17 36 62 

Queen Eliz. II Res DD ds N04 OF eres 61 Li 

Thorpe Water Park 106 82 36 - - f2 65 26 


Belhus Woods CP (3). Berwick Ponds (3). Dagenham Chase (3). Great Myles 
(1). Hainault Forest (3). Hall Marsh (4). Romford (1). Walthamstow Res (9). 
Weald Park (4). 

Amwell GP (3). Cheshunt GP (2). Cheshunt Park (1). Hilfield Park Res (7). 
Park Street GP (1). Pynesfield GP (4). Rye Meads SF (3). Stocker’s Lake (2+). 
Tyttenhanger GP (3). Verulamium Lake (1). 

Bedfont Lakes CP (3). Brent Res (17). Canons Park (1). Denham Studios (1). 
Ferry Lane GP (1). Hampstead Heath (3). Moorhall GP (2). Osterley Park (2). 
Stoke Newington Res (4). Yiewsley GP (1). Jnner London: Buckingham Palace 
(1). Hyde Park (2). Regent’s Park (5). 

Black Park (1). Farlowes Lake (4). Old Slade GP (4). Thorney CP (3). Tilehouse 
GP (5). Woodlands Park (1). Yiewsley GP (Bucks section)(1). 

Brooklands Lakes, Dartford (1). Chipstead Lake (5). Danson Park (3). Darenth 
Lake (7). Littlebrook Lake (2). Ruxley GP (3). Thamesmead (4). 

Barwell Court Farm (1). Epsom Common (1). Gatton Park/Lake (7). Holmethorpe 
SP (1). Richmond Park (2). River Thames (Molesey) (1). 


Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, particularly to major waters in 
west London and in the Lea Valley. 


Hornchurch CP, one from Feb 29th to Mar 24th (LH et a/). King George V Res, 
singles from Jan Ist to Apr 19th (PJV et al); Aug 6th into 1997 (PL et a/); two on 
Dec 7th (AC). River Lea at Leyton Marsh, one on Feb 11th (DM/). Wm Girling 
Res, one on Aug 12th to 16th was the same as the King George V bird (PJV,GCG). 
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Aldenham Res, one from Mar 2nd to Apr 13th (GSE et al). Bowyer’s GP, two 
juveniles on Sept 21st (BR). Hilfield Park Res, one on Feb 25th (SHM ef a/). 
Bedfont Lakes CP, one from Feb 20th to Mar 5th (DH ef a/). Kempton Park Res, 
one on Nov 9th to 11th (CT). Queen Mary Res, one on Feb 2nd to 4th and 16th 
(CL,DJM). Shepperton GP, one on Mar 3rd, 15th and 25th (GS,SJS). Staines Res, 
three on Jan 31st (DH). 

Horton GP, one on Feb 22nd (JAS). Queen Mother Res, a juvenile on Sept 25th 
(JAS). Wraysbury GP, one from Jan Ist to 12th (RRG ef a/), one on Sept 25th 
(RRG). 

Littlebrook Lake, one on Mar 29th (GBy,BEW). Ruxley GP, one from Nov 3rd to 
10th (SJG,RH). Sevenoaks Reserve, singles from Jan Ist to 30th (JT), Mar 18th 
(JT) and Dec 28th (MC). 

Island Barn Res, a summer-plumaged bird from May 25th to June 17th (DMH er 
al) was also seen on Queen Elizabeth II Res on several dates between June Sth 
and [7th. Walton Res, one from Nov 7th to 8th (SJS). 


The best showing of this species this decade with about 29 birds recorded. About 
half were recorded in the first part of the year, with the rest split between autumn 
and the second winter period. There were no notable influxes as can often happen 
with this species. 


Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, traditionally less frequent than 
the next species. 


Fairlop Lake, one on Mar 18th (AAB). Hackney Marsh, one from Feb 8th to 22nd 
(LVPB). King George V Res, singles on Feb 7th and from Mar 11th to Apr 10th 
(PJV et al). Rainham, one on Mar 13th (PS). Walthamstow Res, one from Dec 
28th to 31st (PL et al). Wm Girling Res, one on Apr 6th was also seen on King 
George V Res (PJV) . 

Amwell GP, one from Feb 18th to 20th (BR). Hilfield Park Res, one briefly on 
Feb 21st (SHM). Watford Link Road Pit, one on Dec 18th to 22nd (RLH et ai). 
Brent Res, one from Jan 29th to Feb 4th and again on Feb 10th (CL et a/). Ferry 
Lane GP, one from Mar 6th to 8th (GS,SJS). King George VI Res, one on Jan 28th 
(AVM,PN). Queen Mary Res, one on Mar 23rd (PN). Staines Res, one on Feb 7th 
(KLP); then one to seven birds from Feb 26th to Apr 20th as detailed below: 


FEB MARCH APRIL 
26 28 12S SOROS LOM 82122) 2352452673031 DS ASE Ol selon laa Opliial 9220) 
7, \\ 7 sich Nini ap Deas yaa\) NZD M "| V2 in lesa kapha Pa OA) ili Te 0) by Bee Oval Gl 3) 


Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 24th (CL). 

Queen Mother Res, one from Jan 27th to Feb 4th, three on Mar 6th with two or 
three remaining until Mar 24th, one from Nov Ist to 2nd, one from Dec 26th to 
31st (JAS, AVM et al). Thorney CP, one from Dec 15th to 31st (CL,DKL et al), 
see photograph opposite page 49. Wraysbury GP, one to two from Feb 3rd to 
27th (DJM,JAS et al) and one on Mar 10th (VC). 

Chipstead Lake, one on Dec 24th (TRS). Danson Park, one on Feb 20th (GCN). 
Dartford. Marsh, one on Feb 8th (DD). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb Ist, 3rd 
and 5th (JT); two on Mar 2nd (JT); one from Mar 9th to 27th (JT); one from Dec 
23rd to 31st (MC,JRP,SRPy).Thamesmead, one from Feb 8th to 14th (NRW). 
Holmethorpe SP, one from Mar 9th to 24th (SR ef al), see photograph opposite 
page 48. Island Barn Res, one on Dec 28th (DMH). Thorpe Water Park, one from 
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Jan 28th to Feb 18th (PH,AM/,AVM,PN,JJW) and one on Mar 17th (PH). 
Wimbledon Park Lake, one from Mar 13th to 23rd (FJM et al). 


The average for the last five years was about 11 birds. It is quite difficult to arrive 
at an exact figure this year because of all the ones at Staines Res, but by counting 
all increases as new birds there was a minimum of 20 different birds. Adding the 
other 38 birds on for a total of 58 beats the previous London record of 48 birds in 
a year set in 1985. Most of these arrived in between February and April with just 
eight in the second half of the year. It is interesting to see that there were also 
exceptional numbers of divers and Red-necked Grebes in the London Area this 
year, Clearly indicating severe weather driving birds inland for shelter. 


Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Status: passage migrant and formerly regular winter visitor in small numbers. 


King George V Res, two on Apr 8th (AC,PJV), one on Sept 24th (GCG), one on 
Dec 17th (PL). Walthamstow Res, one from Apr 13th to 14th (DL,PL ef al). Wm 
Girling Res, one from Aug 7th to Sept 21st, two from Sept 22nd to Oct 29th, 
three from Nov 13th to 16th; two from Nov 21st to Dec 2nd, one on Dec 14th 
(SC,PJV et al). 
Amwell GP, one on July 2nd (GSE,MI,BR). Hilfield Park Res, one from July 31st 
to Aug 8th with two on Aug Sth, one on Aug 24th (SHM et al). 

Brent Res, two on Apr 29th (JPC,AGV). Shepperton GP, one on Feb 16th 
(NJM,SJS). Staines Res, one on Mar 10th and 17th (APG,PN), two on Mar 18th, 
four from Mar 19th to 26th, two from Mar 30th to Apr 2nd, four from Apr 3rd to 
6th, five on Apr 7th, two on Apr 8th, five on Apr 9th and three on Apr 13th 
(DH,ASS et al), one on May 21st (KLP); one from June 6th to 9th 
(DJM et al), one from July 21st to Aug 10th (APG ef al), then one to two on 
most dates from Aug 11th to Sept 30th (AVM,DJM,PN,KLP et a/), one on Dec 
10th (KLP). 

Queen Mother Res, two on Aug Ist (JAS), one from Nov 10th to 16th (AVM er 
al). Wraysbury GP, one on Jan 21st (VC). 

Holmethorpe SP, two on Apr 8th (SWG). Island Barn Res, singles on Apr 3rd 
(ML), May 20th (ML,SJS) and from Sept 4th to 20th (DMH,SJS). Thorpe Water 
Park, one from Mar Sth to 25th (LGRE,PH,ASS). Walton Res, one from Mar 5th 
to 26th (DMH,NJM,SJS). 


Unlike the previous two species, this was a fairly typical selection of records. As 
Black-necked Grebes winter further south they were not affected by the weather 
conditions that saw large numbers of other grebes and divers in the London Area. 
The pair at Brent Res were in summer plumage and were observed in full display 
in the evening, briefly raising hopes that they might stay to breed but unfortunately 
they had gone by the following morning. 


Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 
Status: rare visitor. 


Epsom, one found sick sometime during December was taken into a bird 
sanctuary where it recovered. It was later released at Beachy Head (per AF). 


The 28th record for London and the first since one flew down the River Thames in 
1994. 
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Gannet Sula bassana 
Status: scarce visitor. 


Havering, an immature seen by the M25 motorway on Jan 29th (PMz). Wm Girling 
Res, a juvenile on Nov 16th was found on the bank and later taken into care (PJV 
etal). 

Lee, a juvenile flew over on Sept 21st (JHs,RJWs). 

Beddington SF, an adult and an immature flew W at 14.15 hrs on May 2nd (RDW). 


The 51st to 54th records in London. There has now been a Gannet recorded in the 
London Area in every year since 1989, apart from one year’s absence in 1994. 
Most records are of storm blown birds or lost immatures, so the two at Beddington 
in May is rather exceptional. 


Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 


Status: recently established breeding resident, common elsewhere especially in 
winter. 





Breeding numbers continue to increase: at Walthamstow Res, nests were up from 
152 in 1995 to 188 and there was also one nest with two young at Broadwater 
GP. The latter site was where Cormorants first bred in London, just ten years 
ago. . 


Every year the Cormorant numbers seem to rise, this year there were counts of 
over 700 at two different reservoirs (almost certainly involving the same birds). 
Sites with regular high counts are shown below in table form and are followed by 
peak counts from other sites with a summary of Inner London records. 


Jan Feb Mar Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Walthamstow Res 255 3 38)3) Nay SZ I) Si7/ 
Middx Queen Mary Res * = 600) 9365 - 565 508 - 
Wraysbury Res 13 - - 64 142 52 32 

Bucks Queen Mother Res * - 5 ISO - S2eF 720 37 
Surrey Queen Elizabeth II Res 410 635 22 535 180 lO S66 
Walton Res * 5 44 84 I3}s)_ 2Res5) 66 30 


* Counts at these sites were made during the day (they are not roost sites) 


Beckton, 100 on Nov 29th. 

Stocker’s Lake, 56 on Feb 1| 1th. 

Sunbury, 205 flying over on Dec 27th. Inner London: reported from several sites 
with a maximum of 14 flying over Regent’s Park on Apr 12th. 

Denham, 111 flying over on Nov 14th. 

Thamesmead, 122 in August. 
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Inner London: reported from several sites, particularly on the Thames, the 
maximum counts were 31 at Surrey Docks on Feb 2nd and 31 at Wapping on Apr 
Ist. 


Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 


Status: irregular visitor, occasionally in good numbers. Usually occurs in winter, 
but may stay for long periods. 


Rainham Marsh, one on Jan 6th, three on 13th, one on 14th and one from Jan 20th 
to Feb 3rd, one from Nov 30th to Dec 28th, but with two on Dec 21st (MKD,SRP). 
Walthamstow Res, one on Mar 24th and 31st (PL). 

Stocker’s Lake, one from Feb 8th to 9th (SJC,RRD,AM/‘). 

Blackwall Basin, one on Jan 26th (LEU). Brent Res, one on Nov 2nd (LAB,ASMS). 
Queen Mary Res, one from Nov 16th to 17th (AVM,PN). Staines Res, one on Apr 
21st (APG). 

Queen Mother Res, one from Feb 2nd to 10th, with two on the 4th and 8th and 
three on the 7th, one from Mar 10th to 31st, one on Aug 30th (CL,LAVM,PN,JAS). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, one from Jan Ist to 27th (JT). 

Island Barn Res, one on June 11th (SJS). Inner London: three on the River Thames 
at Wandsworth on Feb 8th, with one on Feb 10th and 11th (RJA,JJW). 


A minimum of 20 birds seen this year compared to just eight in 1995 and 14 in 
1994. As usual most were seen in the first winter period with a few towards the 
end of the year, although there were two sightings in the summer months. 


Bittern Botaurus stellaris 


Status: scarce winter visitor that has become more regular in recent years, often 
returning to favoured sites. 


Fishers Green, one on Dec 29th (JF). King George V Res, one found dead on Jan 
Sth (per PJV). Nazeing GP, one on Jan 23rd (WR). Rainham, one by the A13 on 
Mar 24th (BOD). 

Amwell GP, one from Jan 16th to 19th, one on Feb 25th, one from Dec 25th to 
27th (BR,GJW). Bowyer’s GP, one on Jan 31st (BT). Broxbourne GP, one on Mar 
12th (HNHS). Cheshunt GP, up to four on Seventy Acres GP in January and 
February with one remaining until Mar 17th, one on Dec Ist (BT). Hilfield Park 
Res, one flew in at dusk on Feb 25th (LM,SHM). Rye House Marsh, one seen 
during December (HBC). Rye Meads SF, one from Jan Ist to Mar 13th with two 
on Feb 3rd (RMRG). Stocker’s Lake, one from Jan 2nd to Feb 8th (RRD.JE). 
Tyttenhanger GP, one from Jan 18th to Feb 3rd, one on Mar 15th (LM ef ai). 
Bedfont Lakes CP, one from January into March (CSA). Brent Res, one on Dec 
31st (ASMS). Bushy Park, one on Dec 29th (DH). /nner London: Regent’s Park, 
one flew NE on Apr 15th (ARD,DCJ). 

Horton GP, one on Feb 21st (JAS). Wraysbury GP, one from Jan Ist to 13th 
(RRG et al), see photograph opposite page 49. 

Littlebrook Lake, one from Jan 9th to Feb Ist (CW,NW,RW et al). 

Walton Res, one on Jan 3rd (DMH,NJM.,SJS). 


About 27 birds were recorded this year although there may be some duplication 
with the Lea Valley birds. In the first part of the year there were probably 23 
different birds, a huge and unprecedented influx. Over the past five years there 
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was an average of just five Bitterns and even the last cold weather-induced influx 
in 1987 only produced ten birds. Freezing weather in the last week of December 
brought a further five birds into the London Area. 


Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 


Status: very rare vagrant. 





ult male from May 30th to June Ist (AGh 
et al), see photograph opposite page 49. 


This record comes hot on the heels of the one at Hampstead Heath in June 1995. 
Fortunately for those who missed that one, this particular bird stayed long enough 
to please most people, although it could be elusive at times when it managed to 
disappear in a rather small reed bed. This was the ninth record for London and 
was accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee 


Little Egret Egretta garzetta 


Status: rare visitor that has become much more regular in recent years as national 
records have increased. 


King George V Res, one on Mar 15th (AM,PJV). 

Amwell GP, one on July 19th (BR) was also seen at the next site. Rye Meads SF, 
one flying over on July 17th and 19th (RMRG). 

Broadwater GP, two on May 14th (DR). Hampstead Heath, one flew WNW at 
07.00 hrs on July 25th (MAH). Mimmshall Brook, near South Mimms, one on 
Dec 8th (MCB, JFe et al), had apparently been present for one week. 

Island Barn Res, one on June 13th until 06.00 hrs (DMH). 


Yet again this year saw another increase in the number of records. There were 
probably six different individuals involved. This brings the total number of records 
in London to 26, all but four of which have been in the 1990s. 
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Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


There was a fall in breeding numbers this year, down from 415 pairs in 1995 to 
320-322 pairs. This is probably due to the cold weather earlier in the year, although 
the Walthamstow colony has been gradually declining since its peak of 138 in 
1993. All breeding records and large counts away from breeding sites are given. 
Figures in brackets are occupied nests in 1995. 


Waltham Abbey Woods, 19 occupied nests (23). Walthamstow Res, 93 occupied 
nests (111). 

Amwell GP, one nest (1). Stocker’s Lake, 42 occupied nests (67). 

Broadwater GP, 34 occupied nests (32). Kempton Park, minimum of 35 occupied 
nests (50). Osterley Park, six nests (9). Syon Park, five nests (3). Yiewsley GP, 12 
nests (10). Brent Res, 24 on Dec 17th. Hampton Court Park, 18 on July 29th. 
Stain Hill Res, 21 on Jan 21st. 

Queen Mother Res, 18 on Nov 16th. Wraysbury GP, 16 on Sept 15th. 

Kelsey Park, two nests. Swanscombe Marsh, seven nests. Thamesmead, five nests. 
Bookham Common, 17 occupied nests (9). Brentford Ait, 14 nests (12). Gatton 
Lake, 16 nests (13). Isleworth Ait, six to seven nests (9). Richmond Park, six to 
eight nests (5). Beddington SF, 22 in December. River Wandle, 22 on Jan 27th. 


White Stork Ciconia ciconia 
Status: rare visitor. 


Hounslow Heath, one on Apr 25th was on the ground from 19.45 to 20.20 hrs 
(KLPJT?). 


The first in London since three flew over Staines Res on Apr 24th 1993. This 
was the 12th record for the London Area, all, apart from a wintering bird in 
1960/61, were seen on single dates. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor © 
Status: common breeding resident. 


The number of breeding pairs for the past five years in each county is given in the 
following table. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Total 
1992 13 27 8 6 4 6 8 72 
1993 20 16 9 + 9 6 12 76 
1994 21 18 11 6 9 6 12 83 
1995 19 16 18 4 9 + 14 84 
1996 14 21 8 6 11 6 19 85 


The breeding population continues to be stable at around 80 pairs, after the increases 
recorded in the early 1990s as a result of the ban on the use of lead shot by anglers. 
The desired increase in breeding population seems to be occurring only sluggishly 
and may be influenced more by the availability of suitable secluded breeding 
habitat. Please continue to submit all breeding records of this species so that we 
can continue to monitor the situation. The largest counts are given under respective 
counties below. 
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Eagle Pond, Snaresbrook, 72 on Nov 10th. King George V Res, 47 on Jan 17th 
and 53 on Oct 29th. Walthamstow Res, 27 on Apr 15th, 36 on May 25th, 96 on 
June 22nd, 83 on July 10th, 99 on Aug 10th, 63 on Sept 15th, 47 on Oct 3rd and 66 
on Nov 15th. 

Bury Lake, 50 on Apr 2nd, 98 on Apr 11th and 31 on Oct 13th. 

Broadwater GP, 51 on July 12th. Bushy Park, 149 on Jan 21st, 105 on Feb 18th and 
51 on May 13th. Hampton Court Park, 55 on Jan 2nd, 72 on Mar 13th and 80 on 
May 19th. Inner London: Buckingham Palace, 73 on Dec 2nd. Hyde Park/Kensington 
Gardens, maximum 163 on Nov 17th. St James’s Park, maximum 88 on Oct 13th. 
Wraysbury GP, 54 on Sep 15th and Oct 13th also 33 on Jan 21st and Dec 15th. 
Ruxley GP, 16 on Oct 6th. 

Pen Ponds, Richmond Park, maximum 48 on Nov 9th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 50 
on Aug Ist. River Thames at Molesey, 61 on May 20th, 58 on Aug 1 1th and 68 on 
Oct 24th. Walton Res, 65 on May 28th, 61 on June 24th, 70 on July 19th and 60 on 
Aug 3rd. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 
Status: scarce migrant, usually in autumn, and winter visitor. 


Rainham Marsh, two on Nov 13th (KB). 

Hilfield Park Res, one on Nov 30th (GSE,MI,BR). Rickmansworth, a party 
heard at night were flying in the direction of Stocker’s Lake on Oct 19th 
(RRD). 

Brent Res, five (3 adults and 2 immatures) on Dec 6th (ASMS) and two on Dec 
31st (JPC). Broadwater GP, two flew S on Jan Ist (CL). 

Dartford Marsh, two on River Thames on Nov 13th (GB,BEW ef a/) increasing 
to five later in they day (CW,NW,RW). 

Beddington SF, one adult from Mar 25th to Apr 15th may have suffering from 
infection or injury (KM). 


Another poor year for this scarce swan in the London Area with about seven 
records. All but two of which occurred between October and December, which 
seem to be the best months to look for this species. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 
Status: rare winter visitor. 


A disappointing repeat of 1994 with no confirmed sightings of this species in the 
London Area. But see Appendix I for details of an individual which toured 
Middlesex and Surrey in late January and February. 


0153/0154 Wild Swan species Cygnus cygnus/columbianus 


Kent 


0159 


Chipstead Lake, two wild swans flew W in mist on Jan Ist (TRS). 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 


Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers. Often 
difficult to ascertain whether odd birds are wild or escapes from captivity. See 
also Appendix I for obviously escaped/feral birds. 
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Fishers Green, 19 from Dec 13th to 17th (WR et a/). Leyton Marshes, three (2 
adults and an immature) flew N and were later seen on Walthamstow Res on 
Dec 15th (SRH,PL). Nazeing GP, two on Dec12th with one on Dec 13th (WR). 
Walthamstow Res, c40 flew S on Jan 18th (DM/), six circled on Dec 14th 
(KB,DGS) and one flew S on Dec 22nd (PL). 

Aldenham, eight (2 immatures) in fields on Dec 12th (JE). Hilfield Park Res, 
five on Dec10th (GSE). Northaw Great Wood, 15 flew NE on Jan 31st (LM). 
Rye Meads SF, singles on Feb 2nd, 3rd, 10th and 20th (RMRG). Tyttenhanger 
GP, 48 flew over on Apr 7th (LM). 

Brent Res, two flew over on Apr Ist (ASMS). Cricklewood, four flew over on Apr 
18th (JPC). Hampstead Heath, two flew over on Apr Ist (WEO), had earlier 
been seen over Brent Res. Staines Moor, four on Jan 3rd, then five from Jan 13th 
to Mar 17th; they were also seen on Stanwell Moor GP and were last recorded 
on King George VI Res on Mar 17th (PN et al). Stoke Newington Res, six flew 
E on Dec 13th (JG). 

Beddington SF, 22 flew S on Jan 18th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one with Greylags 
on Dec 29th stayed into 1997 (SHR). 


A good year with some some impressive flocks and a notable influx to Essex and 
Herts in mid-December; the best flock of the year was 48 over Tyttenhanger GP on Apr 
7th - a quite remarkable day for goose movements - followed by 40 over Walthamstow 
on Jan 18th, which was also a good day for passage. Surprisingly, there were no reports 
from Kent. Some of the records given above may be of doubtful origin. 


Grey goose sp Anser sp 


Amwell GP, a flock of 16 flew N on Dec 22nd (MI,BR), were most probably 
White-fronted Geese. 
Inner London: Bankside Reach, two flew E on Feb 20th (DL). 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 


Status: common feral breeding resident. 


Widely reported in small numbers across the region from gravel pits, lakes and 
reservoirs. Breeding records (with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) and 
large counts are listed below. As in previous years, Sevenoaks Reserve held the 
biggest flocks, in some months approaching 300 birds. 


Belhus Woods CP (4). Hall Marsh (1). Rainham GP (1). Walthamstow Res (5): 
28 on Apr 7th. 

Lynster’s Farm, 30 on Nov 28th and 29th. Maple Lodge NR (1). Stocker’s Lake, 
ten on Mar 3rd. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, 11 on Feb 17th. 

Broadwater GP (4); 33 on June 23rd. Inner London: Buckingham Palace, 
maximum 73 on Dec 12th. Hyde Park (2); maximum 163 on Nov17th. Regent’s 
Park (2); maximum 63 on July 7th. St James’s Park, (9 eggs pricked) maximum 
88 on Oct 13th. 

Wraysbury GP, ten on Sept 15th. 

Darenth Lake, 113 on Jan 13th, 97 on May 12th. Orpington (2). Ruxley GP (4). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, monthly maxima: January-250, March-110, June-164, July- 
213, August-270, September-280 and December-230. 

Barwell Court Farm (1). Holmethorpe SP (1); 64 on Decl 2th and 63 on Sept 
15th. Limpsfield, Moat Farm (1). 
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Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
Status: very common feral breeding resident; controlled. 


The status of this abundant feral species in the London Area was examined in 
detail by Baker, 1992 (LBR 56:175-182) and readers are referred to that paper. As 
part of the ongoing program to control numbers, many eggs were pricked 
particularly at Inner London sites. Whilst this action seems to be having the desired 
effect at those sites chosen (eg the Royal Parks and Hampstead Heath where very 
few young were hatched) the species is still increasing at other sites such as 
Walthamstow Res, where breeding pairs increased by 30% to 52 and counts in 
excess of 1,000 birds were obtained in June. Localities with five or more broods 
or breeding pairs (numbers in parentheses) and the highest counts from sites holding 
300 or more birds at some time during the year are given below. 


Dagenham Chase (6). Hainault Forest (7); 100 on Oct 12th. Nazeing GP, 275 on 
July 14th, Rainham GP, (c5); 160 on Sep 29th. Walthamstow Res (52); monthly 
maxima: January-252, March-345, April-235, June-1,092, July-976, September- 
489, October-186, November-295 and December-302. Wanstead Park, 153 on 
Aug 9th. 

Amwell GP (14); 280 on July 6th and Oct 20th. Maple Lodge NR, 290 on Aug 
13th. Park Street GP (c10). Rye Meads SF (10). Smug Oak Lane, 181 on Sep 
7th. Stocker’s Lake, 163 on Sept Ist and Oct 13th. Tyttenhanger GP, 160 on Sept 
14th. Verulamium Lake, 257 on Sept 2 Ist. 

Brent Res (6), 210 on June 23rd. Hampton Court Park, 124 on Nov 6th. Kempton 
Park, 236 on Nov 18th. Staines Moor, 300 on Feb 1 1th. Staines Res, 1,400 on Aug 
27th. Wood Green Res (7). Inner London: Hyde Park, 193 eggs pricked; yearly 
maximum 212 on Nov 20th. Kensington Gardens, 30 eggs pricked. Regent’s 
Park, yearly maximum 215 on July 7th. St James’s Park, 11 eggs pricked. 
Chalfont Park, 320 on Oct 4th and 220 on Sept 22nd. Wraysbury GP, 184 on Sept 
15th. 

Crossness, 187 on Nov 10th. Sevenoaks Reserve 172 on Oct Sth. 

Barwell Court Farm (6). Beddington SF, 185 on Aug 16th. Lonsdale Road Res, 
145 on Nov 3rd. River Thames, Molesey, 144 on Aug 11th. Walton Res, 166 on 
Dec 7th. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla 


Status: formerly scarce migrant and winter visitor, greatly increased in recent years, 
especially in November. 


King George V Res, one on Mar 17th, ten on Mar 19th (PJV) and one flew N on 
Dec 31st (AC). Nazeing GP, five on Mar 21st (WR). Nazeing Marsh, one on Feb 
11th (DL). Rainham Marsh, ten on Jan 6th (SRP), one on Nov 2nd and Nov 9th 
(MKD), one on Nov 14th (KB) and three on Nov 16th (MKD). Sewardstone, one 
on Jan 20th (PJV) and one from Mar 23rd to 27th (GGG,PL,PJV et al). 
Walthamstow Res, one flew N on Dec 21st (DL). Wm Girling Res, one from 
Dec 20th to 21st (SC,PJV). 

Hilfield Park Res, two on Sept 21st (GSE,JFe). Tyttenhanger GP, 50 flew S on 
Apr 7th (LM). 

King George VI Res, one on Jan 10th (CL). Queen Mary Res, five on Jan Sth 
(NJM). Staines Res, five on Feb 26th (KLP), two on Mar 24th (DJM) and two on 
Nov 4th (DH,KLP). 
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Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 19th (JAS), one from Jan 27th to 28th (AVM,PN), 


nine on Nov 22nd and 13 flew E on Dec 22nd (JAS). 


River Thames at Charlton, three flew E on Jan 18th and one on Apr 7th (DM). 
Chipstead Lake, one on Jan 27th (TRS). Crayford Marsh one flew W on Nov 16th 
(DMr). Dartford Marsh, one on Feb 21st (DW), one on Mar 17th (CW,NW,RW). 
four flew W on Oct 21st (DW), two on Oct 24th (BEW), one flew downriver on Nov 
3rd (DMr), one on Nov 13th (DW), one on Nov 16th and 18th (CW,NW,RW,BEW) 
and one flew downriver on Dec 26th (DMr). Erith Marsh, one on Nov 10th (DM). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Jan 27th and two on Feb 3rd (JT). 

Beddington SF, one on Jan 26th, 70 flew over on Apr 7th and ten over on Dec 
28th (KJM,BBR). Island Barn Res, one on Dec 22nd, with probably the same 
reported from Queen Elizabeth II Res later that day (DMH,SJS). Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, two on Jan 13th (DMH,SJS), two on Mar 21st flew onto Walton Res 
(ML,SJS), 73 on Apr 7th flew E (later seen over Beddington SF) (DMH) and 
one on Dec 22nd (SJS). 


Another good year for this species with two large flocks in excess of 50 and a total of 
over 300 birds were recorded in the London Area. Notable movements took place on 
Jan 26th and 27th, with reports from four sites, Mar 21st and 23rd (also four sites) 
and most spectacularly on Apr 7th with 70 over Beddington SE, 73 over Queen Elizabeth 
II Res and 50 over Tyttenhanger GP. At the end of the year, apart from a flurry of 
sightings in mid-November, the only concentrated movements took place between 
Dec 21st and 31st with reports from eight sites, including 13 over Queen Mother Res 
and ten over Beddington SF. The last sighting of the spring was on Apr 7th (four sites) 
and the first returning autumn migrant was at Hilfield Park Res on Sept 21st; November 
is usually the most likely month to encounter this attractive goose. 


1995 Correction 
Walton Res, seven on Dec 12th were only seen on Queen Elizabeth II Res. 


Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiacus 


Status: uncommon feral breeding resident, recently established in the north-east 
of the Area. 


One pair bred successfully at Oxted in Surrey but the pair at Amwell GP (Herts) 
once again failed after three attempts. Apart from these two pairs, reports from 
the rest of the Area remain sporadic. All records are given or summarised below. 


Nazeing GP, two on Nov 14th. Nazeing Marsh, two on Mar 1 8th. Wanstead Park, 
three on Aug 9th. 

Amwell GP, one pair all year, with three adults froma to October and seven on 
Nov 30th; one pair attempted to breed, but although they hatched two broods (2,7) 
no young survived. Berrygrove Wood, one in adjoining fields on Dec 1Sth. 
Lynster’s Farm, one on June 4th and 6th. Stocker’s Lake, one on May 29th. 
Staines Res, one on Aug | Sth. 

Wraysbury GP, one on Dec 7th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, two on Mar 27th. 

River Thames at Chertsey, one on May 28th. Gatton Park Lake, two on May 12th. 
Oxted, one pair bred on Townland Pond rearing two young. Presumably the same 
pair were at Barrow Green, Oxted on Mar 4th. Singles at Queen Elizabeth II Res 
on Nov 3rd and over Walton-on-Thames on Nov 25th probably originated from a 
free-flying waterfowl collection at Fordbridge Lake, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middx. 
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Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 


Status: decreasing breeding resident on Lower Thames, regular visitor to major 
inland waters where it breeds in small numbers. 


Again reported widely throughout the Area but the number of breeding pairs 
reported both on the River Thames and other waters remains at a low ebb compared 
to previous years. There still remains great concern over the future of this species 
on the Lower Thames due to loss of habitat. There was a slight increase in the 
number of breeding pairs on inland waters and the situation will be continued to 
be monitored. Breeding records (with number of pairs or broods in parentheses) 
and highest counts in each sector are given below. 


Barking Bay (3). Rainham Marsh (5). Wm Girling Res (1). The highest 
counts at principal localities along the Lower Thames are given in the table 
below. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Barking Bay MNS) DS) 1A) 62, WG Bh Sor ~ § 148 130. 9 Si - 
Rainham LOO 102 1 SO. A) YS SCD 
Amwell GP (1). Rye Meads (offsite) (1). 
Hampton Court Park, 16 on Jan 6th. King George VI Res, 19 on Apr 27th, 12 on 
June 29th. Queen Mary Res (2). Stanwell Moor GP, ten on Apr 22nd. /nner 
London: Kensington Gardens, one on Apr 1 6th. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Perry Oaks SF - 3 28 35 32 16 2 5 - - - 
Queen Mary Res 23 24 18 19 14 5) 18 18 - 2 2 - 
Staines Res - 3 4 13 11 2 3 : - 3 2 5 


Langley Park (1). Queen Mother Res, 23 on May 25th. 
Crossness East, 99 on Jan 21st. Dartford Marsh (2). Erith Reach, 84 on Jan 28th. 
Swanscombe Marsh, 12 on Jan 21st. Thamesmead (c2). River Thames at Woolwich, 
12 on Jan 24th. The highest counts at principal localities along the Lower Thames 
are given in the table below. | 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Charlton SSeS elOMRn Zon 20p, 50) 3 : a, 5 ak 33 7 


Dartford Marsh 20 20 26 54 23 25 - - 4 - >= 50 
Thamesmead 200 - 180 70 60 5) 6 D) - - - - 


Beddington SF (1); 11 in June. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June’ July Aug Sept Oct Nov _ Dec 
Walton Res 16 17 28 29 23 14 | - - - l 9 


Inner London: Burgess Park, two flew E on May 3rd. 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 
Status: established, locally common, feral breeding resident. 


A good spread of reports from throughout the Area with the noticeable exception 
of the Kent section where the species is still very rare. Large counts were again 
obtained from Connaught Water and Grovelands Park but numbers at Epsom 
Common were much less than 1995, the birds probably roosting elsewhere. All 
breeding records are given below (number of pairs or broods in parentheses) 
together with large counts. Observers are encouraged to continue submitting all 
records to enable ongoing monitoring of this species. 
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Connaught Water (1), 30 on Jan 4th, 57 on Oct 3rd and 44 on Dec 31st. 
Panshanger Park, 31 flew in at dusk on Aug 3rd. 

Bushy Park, (4), 15 on June 3rd. Grovelands Park, (c4), 33 on Jan 29th, 65 on Feb 
7th, 20 on Mar 8th, 23 on June 27th and Sept 26th. Osterley Park, (2). Stanmore 
Common, (1). Inner London: St.James’s Park, ten captive bred birds left fully 
winged in June. 

Wraysbury GP, 24 on Jan Ist. 

The only bird reported in this sector was one at Sevenoaks Reserve on Dec 12th. 
Bookham Common (1). Epsom Common (2), ten on Jan Ist, Mar Ist and May 
30th. Gatton Park Lake, (1), 12 on Feb 18th and Oct 12th. Kew Gardens (1). 
Nower Wood (1). Richmond Park, Pen Ponds, 16 on Jan Ist. River Mole, West 
End, Esher (1). River Thames, Sunbury Lock Ait, (2). 


Wigeon Anas penelope 
Status: common winter visitor, with occasional summer records. 


Another good year for this winter visitor, with especially good numbers 
wintering in the south-west London area and Walton Res, in particular, at 
the start of the year. Indeed, the February count at Walton is the highest 
in London since 795 were at Staines Res and 900 at Wraysbury GP during 
the big freeze of January 1987; the latter count is the highest ever in the London 
Area, followed by 823 at King George VI Res in February 1986. There seems 


‘little doubt that this attractive duck has become more widespread and more 


numerous in recent years; approximately 2,300 birds were in the Area at the 
beginning of the year and about 1,900 at the end. Monthly winter maxima from 
the main localities is given in the table below and is followed by a listing of 
unseasonal occurrences and summary of other interesting records under their 
respective counties. 


Jan Feb Mar Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Hall Marsh 36 47 - . - 96 43 
Rainham Marsh 60 80 80 36 35 70 ~=©100 

Herts Amwell GP 1IS2e1 10 49 67 160 90 120 
Hilfield Park Res 90 ~=109 83 Dil 24 55°. 168 

Rye Meads 5 12 90 45 Tl - - 

Stocker’s Lake - - - 118)- 105° T6Granioa 

Middx Broadwater GP 100 154 - 1p 70 20 56 
Kempton Park and Res 380 - - 6. 130°" 300/306 

King George VI Res 313 Z 89 77 =—208 11 59 

Staines Res 2855 SOP WIS Tl 78 78233 

Stanwell Moor GP. - 113 95 60 - - - 

Bucks Wraysbury GP 20 6 30 137.161. 1255 140 
Kent Dartford Marsh 63 100 70 20 20 35 30 
Surrey Richmond Park 15 16 - SS 1140 eES 8 
Thorpe Water Park eer ne PAN Spal ia 64 «161 

Walton Res 688 720 599 110 92 31° +9254 


Cornmill Meads, one on July 24th, 119 on:Nov 7th, 85 on Dec 12th. Netherhall 
GP. 111 on Mar 31st. Walthamstow Res, two on June 15th. 

Hilfield Park Res, a female present from July 15th. Rye Meads SF, 90 on Mar 
18th. 

Ponders End Lake, 120 on Feb Ist, 94 on Oct 27th. Stain Hill Res, 260 
on Mar 10th. Staines Moor, 140 on Feb 11th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, 
one on June 26th. St James’s Park, three captive bred birds were left fully 
winged. 
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Gadwall Anas strepera 
Status: local breeding resident and common winter visitor. 


A much better year with winter numbers well up on 1995; approximately 1,500 
birds were present in London in February (the peak month at the start of the year) 
and 1,300 in December (the peak month at the end of the year). The most noteworthy 
counts came from the Colne Valley in February and March and from Walton Res 
in December. On the breeding front this species seems to go from strength-to- 
strength with reports of breeding from five sites, with a most impressive total 
from Rye Meads, where 199 young were reared from 33 broods. Counts from 
some main sites are given in tabular form below and are followed by details of 
breeding birds and the remaining highest county counts. 


Jan Feb Mar Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Rainham GP 90 - - - 30 30 50 20 
Herts Amwell GP 57 - 2 - 32 54 96 74 
Helicon GP = 3,00iN) 33.0 - - - - - 

Rye Meads SF 120 ean LTA - 66 Gor 130 iS 

Stocker’s Lake Ik) 8 4 MIZE GOP ISS = 145.9 7198 

Middx _ Brent Res 25 21 19 18 30 94 40 30 
Broadwater GP 200 = 310 . - 85 - 56 - 

Kempton Park Res 140 - 16 4 2 34 142 10 

Bucks Wraysbury GP 75 82 74 N03) e252 ee 19220 
Surrey Richmond Park 36 12 - 8 14 =n LS 14 
Walton Res 144 162 111 36 62 86 96 298 


Fairlop Lake, one pair summered. Hall Marsh, two pairs present, at least one pair 
bred successfully. Rainham GP, two pairs summered. Walthamstow Res, one pair 
intermittently in June. 

Amwell GP, nine broods seen. Pynesfield GP, 138 on Jan Sth. Rye Meads, at least 
33 broods were hatched (number of pairs not stated) rearing a minimum of 199 
young. Stocker’s Lake, ten on June 7th and 22 on 19th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 66 on Oct 25th. Brent Res, two broods raised (the first for the 
site). Hampton Waterworks, two on June 16th. Kempton Park Res, up to 11 in 
June. Perry Oaks SF, one brood raised. Stoke Newington Res, 49 on Dec 15th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Mar 19th. St James’s Park, eight young 
were raised and were left fully winged. 

Chalfont Park, 24 on June 23rd and 20 on 30th. Tilehouse GPs, 60 on Jan 6th, 70 
on Dec 30th. Wraysbury GP, 20 on June 1 6th. 

Crossness East, 30 on Jan 28th. Dartford Marsh, 50 on Feb 8th. Ruxley GP, 42 
on Dec 29th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 28 on Nov 30th. 

Beddington SF, up to three in June; up to 59 in October and 53 in November. 
Island Barn Res, 43 on Mar Sth, 62 on Apr 4th and 60 on Nov 17th. Thorpe 
Water Park, 55 on Jan 14th, 53 on Feb 18th and 96 on Oct 20th. Walton Res, up 
to 14 in June. 


Teal Anas crecca 
Status: common winter visitor and rare breeder. 


As usual there were no definite breeding records in 1996, although a typical 
scattering of birds were present in summer. The improvement in the number of 
wintering birds noted last year continued this year with counts of more than 700 
birds at Beddington SF and Walton Res in January and February and at Kempton 
Park Res and Beddington in November and December; the latter count of 1,250 
was exceptional and was the highest count in London since 2,000 gathered at 


44 


Essex 
Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 
Kent 
Surrey 


Surrey 


0186 


Essex 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 61 FOR 1996 


Staines Res in February 1986. Last year’s count of 1,100 at Rainham Marsh was 
the first four figure count in the Area since 1991. Peak monthly counts from 
principal localities are shown in tabular form and details of summer records are 
given under respective counties in the text together with an Inner London record. 


Jan Feb Mar _ Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Barking Bay 284 100 349 4 33301 108: APS 72a 250 
Beckton 2503. 368 - - . - - 250 

Berwick Ponds 200 - - - - - 50 - 
Creekmouth, Barking = 936 - - - - - 260 
Dagenham Chase 130 iS 50 - - 64 79 - 

King George V Res 125 e150 - 40 64 200 310 

Rainham Marsh 500 350 300 . 20 50. 150 e580 

Herts Amwell GP 114 30 36 10 20 40 99 110 
Rye Meads SF A A) 90 20 30 20 58 100 

Stocker’s Lake ZS Go 14 - 3 2 15 10 

Middx Kempton Park Res 70 : 36 19 40 90 700 250 
King George VI Res 47 15 29 - 2192265 7 28 

Staines Res 135 10 19 18 8 59 260 499 
Wraysbury Res 2 - . - 100) 99122 ] 3) 

Kent Charlton, R. Thames ST * 366)" 3345" 224 210 245 - 288 
Dartford Marsh 165 80 50 30 . - 120 45 
Sevenoaks Reserve 95 93 38 20 46 74 81 85 
Thamesmead 200 200 54 21 - - - - 

Surrey Barn Elms Res 366) 2607 25 - - - - - 
Beddington SF 700 830 500 8 1856310" 715450 

Walton Res (9 SON Sil 242 168 354 437 


Hall Marsh, three birds summered. Rainham Marsh, one pair summered. 
Amwell GP, one or two birds in the summer. Coopers Green GP, 100 on Jan 14th. 
Essendon, 114 on Dec 30th. Maple Lodge NR, 150 in November and December. 
Stocker’s Lake, one bird summered. 

Stanwell Moor GP, one pair on June 9th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on 
Jan 19th, Sept 5th, three on 8th, one on 19th and one on Dec 11th and 12th 
(ARD,DJ). St James’s Park, one captive bred bird was left fully winged (RFS). 
Wraysbury GP, 85 on Jan 21st was the highest sector count. 

Swanscombe Marsh, 250 on Jan 7th. 

Chiswick Eyot, 105 on the Thames on Jan 27th. River Hogsmill at Kingston, 100 
on Dec 23rd and 24th. River Thames between Barnes and Putney, 202 on Dec 
14th. Inner London: Wandsworth, two on the Thames foreshore on Feb 1 1th (JJW). 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on Oct 22nd, Nov 7th, Dec 3rd and two on 
Dec 13th (BM). 


Mallard | Anas platyrhynchos 


Status: very common and widespread breeding resident with numbers increasing 
in winter. 


Once again it must be stressed that the numbers reported to the Society certainly 
do not represent a full picture of the status of this very common species which 
must be present on just about every pond, lake, river, reservoir and puddle in the 
Area! All counts in excess of 200, or highest county counts where these were 
lower, and the larger breeding concentrations are given below. 


Creekmouth, Barking, 112 on Dec 4th. Rainham Marsh, 180 on Jan 20th and 
150 on Dec 28th. Walthamstow Res, over 100 counted on many dates during the 
year with a peak of 169 on Oct 15th. 
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Amwell GP, 12 broods seen; 235 on Oct 12th, 353 on Nov 16th and 438 on Dec 
14th. Hilfield Park Res, 11 broods. Rye Meads SF, 102 young raised from 17 
broods. Verulamium Lake, St Albans, up to 315 in September and October, 369 
on Nov 2nd and 321 on Dec 19th. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 116 on Jan 3rd, 124 on Feb 9th, 101 on Sept 6th and 104 on 
Oct 25th. Brent Res, ten broods. Kempton Park Res, 130 on Oct 20th. Perry Oaks 
SE, 11 pairs bred. Staines Res, 237 on Aug 18th. Jnner London: Buckingham 
Palace, four pairs bred. Hyde Park, 39 young from seven broods, although very 
few ducklings survived. Regent’s Park, 26 pairs bred; 340 on Feb 23rd was the 
highest count of the year. St James’s Park, an estimated 15 pairs bred; up to 113 
counted on several dates throughout the year. 

Chalfont Park, 163 on Sept 22nd, 104 on Oct 13th. Queen Mother Res, 116 on Oct 
12th. Wraysbury GP, 101 on Sept 15th, 117 on Nov 17th and 113 on Dec 15th. 
River Thames at Charlton, 152 on Aug 21st and 133 on Sept 2nd. Erith Reach, 106 
on Jan 28th. 

Holmethorpe SP, 14 broods. Richmond Park, 203 on Pen Ponds on Jan Ist. River 
Wandle between Carshalton and Wandsworth, 372 on Jan 27th. 


Pintail Anas acuta 


Status: passage migrant and winter visitor in small numbers. Very occasional 
summer records. Declining. 


For the first time in many years there were some reasonable counts along the 
Lower Thames in east London with up to 14 at Rainham Marsh in February, rising 
to 30 in March, with presumably the same birds being seen across the river at 
Dartford Marsh; sadly these counts were not repeated at the end of the year. No 
more than five birds were seen elsewhere, with records being fairly evenly divided 
between each half of the year. All records are given, but summarised for the 
main sites. 


Barking Bay, one on Feb 2nd. Fishers Green, two on Feb 3rd. Hall Marsh, one on 
Jan 21st. Hornchurch CP, one on Mar 23rd. King George V Res, four on Apr 2nd 
and one on 7th. Rainham Marsh, ten on Feb 15th, rising to 14 on 24th, then two on 
Mar 8th, 30 on 16th and 23rd, 15 on 31st, eight on Apr 13th and two on 17th. 
Walthamstow Res, two on Feb 4th. Wm Girling Res, two on Jan 3rd. 

Amwell GP, up to five in January (on 23rd and 27th) and up to two in February (on 
3rd and 4th), two on Mar 10th, three on Sept 14th, then one into October, up to 
two in November and three in December. Hilfield Park Res, one on Jan | 1th and 
26th, two on Feb 16th and 19th, one on 24th, three on Mar 2nd and one on Nov 
20th. Maple Lodge NR, one from Sept 17th was found dead on Oct 7th. Rye 
Meads, one on Jan 20th, three on Feb 3rd and one on Oct 4th and 10th. Stocker’s 
Lake, five on Feb 10th, two on Sept 11th and one on Dec 21st. Tyttenhanger GP, 
one on Jan 14th. 

Bow, one on River Lea on Feb 3rd. Brent Res, two on Jan 3rd, three on Mar 2nd 
and five on Dec 20th. Broadwater GP, one on Dec 27th. Hatherop Park, one on 
Jan 27th and 30th, two on Feb 6th. Kempton Park Res, singles on Mar 2nd and 
Sept 2nd. King George VI Res, one on Sept 15th and Oct 27th. Perry Oaks SF, 
one on Mar 16th and 24th. Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 7th. Staines Res, three 
on Mar 31st, one on Dec 14th and two on 15th. Tottenham, one on River Lea on 
Jan 31st. Trent Park, one on Dec 19th. Yiewsley GP, one on Apr 22nd. Jnner 
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London: Regent’s Park, one on Jan 20th and 22nd, another on 30th, five on Oct 
12th, four on 22nd and two on 23rd (ARD,DJ). St James’s Park, 17 captive bred 
birds were left fully winged (RFS). 

Chalfont Park, one on Apr 14th and 15th. Horton GP, one on Jan 28th and Feb 
22nd to Mar 5th. Wraysbury GP, one on Mar 16th and two on Oct 13th. 
Charlton, three on Dec 8th, Chipstead Lake, one from Jan 13th to 31st. Dartford 
Marsh, 35 on Mar 17th, four on 31st and three on Apr Ist. Littlebrook Lake, two 
on Dec 31st. Ruxley GP, three on Dec 8th. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Dec 19th. 
Sidcup, one on Dec 29th at The Glade. Thamesmead, one on Dec 13th. 
Beddington SF, up to two from January to March, but with five on Mar 27th; the 
first back was on Sept Sth, five on Sept 24th, three on Oct 13th, up to two in 
December. Holmethorpe SP, two on Mar 6th and one on 14th; one on Dec 15th 
and 17th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, three on Sept 10th, singles on 20th, 22nd and 
28th. River Wandle, two on Jan 27th (at river mouth). South Norwood CP, two 
on Jan 18th. Walton Res, one on Jan Ist, two on 2nd, one on 3rd, three on 8th, 
two present from Jan 10th to Apr 7th; two on Aug 7th. Jnner London: Lambeth 
Bridge, eight on River Thames on Feb 22nd, may have been the St James’s Park 
birds (MWs). Southbank, SE1, two flew E on Apr 16th - may have originated 
from St James’s Park (DL). 


Garganey . Anas querquedula 
Status: scarce passage migrant, rare in winter; very occasional breeder. 


Passage this year was unremarkable, with a typical scattering of records; the best 
counts came from Wraysbury GP (6), Amwell GP (5) and Walton Res (4) - all 
during August, which typically turned out to be the most productive month with 
records from ten sites. The wintering bird at Brent Res was present until Jan 6th 
and the first spring migrant arrived at Amwell GP on Apr 8th, with the same site 
claiming the last of the spring with a pair on June 3rd. The first returning autumn 
migrant was an eclipse bird at Walton Res on July 22nd, with the final departee 
being seen at Amwell GP on Nov 7th. All records are given. 


Cornmill Meads, singles on Apr 4th (GCG) and Sept 28th to 29th (PJV et al). Hall 
Marsh, two on several dates between Aug 3rd and Sept 29th (AH ef al). 
Walthamstow Res, a male on May 19th and 20th (DL,PL,PJV). 

Amwell GP, a pair on June 3rd, two on Aug 23rd, five on 28th, two on Sept 17th, 
19th, one from Oct 12th to 14th.and one on Nov 7th (BR). Cheshunt GP, one on 
Seventy Acres lake on Oct 20th (JF). Hilfield Park Res, a male on Apr 8th (BC) 
and one on Sept Ist (BR). Maple Lodge NR, a pair from May 10th to 15th (PLs). 
Rye House Marsh, one on Apr 14th (GCG). Rye Meads SF, two on Apr 16th, a 
pair on May 23rd and one on Aug 28th (RMRG). Stanstead Abbotts GP, two on 
Sept 8th (BR). Stocker’s Lake, one on Aug 23rd (RRD). 

Brent Res, a female from Jan Ist to 6th (JPC et al), was first seen on Sept 2nd 
1995. Kempton Park Res, two on Aug 26th (CT). Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 
7th (DJM). Staines Res, a male on Apr 16th, 24th, 26th and 27th (DJM,PN et al), 
singles on Aug 13th, 23rd and 26th (DJM,PN et al). Stanwell Moor GP, a male 
on Apr 28th (DJM,KLP). Stoke Newington Res, one from Sept 12th to 22nd and 
one from Oct 2nd to 20th (JG). 

Wraysbury GP, six on Aug 18th and four on Sept 15th (VC). 

Beddington SF, one from Aug 9th to 15th and up to three from Aug 1 6th to 27th 
(BBR). Walton Res, a male from Apr 26th to May 4th (DMH,SJS), an eclipse 
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drake from July 22nd to Aug Sth (DMH,SJS) and then present almost continually 
until Aug 21st, with peaks of three on Aug 12th and four on Aug 15th, 16th, 17th 
20th and 21st, then one from Sept 7th to 8th and finally two on Sept 12th (mo). 


Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 


Status: rare vagrant. 
Brent Res, the female first seen on Dec 9th 1995 was present from Jan 6th to 
30th (LAB,JPC,ASMS et al). 
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This was the third record for the London Area, the other two were in February 
and April. It has been accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor; scarce breeder, with birds 
often recorded in the summer. 


Following on from 1995 this was another poor breeding season, with only one 
brood at Perry Oaks SF, with no broods reported from the regular breeding site, 
at Hall Marsh. A number of birds were present in June, with numbers increasing 
towards the month’s end, which probably relate to early autumn migrants, though 
it should be noted this year’s brood was not seen until late in July. 


This year saw a return to more normal numbers, though there were some high 
counts at Thorpe Park in the first winter period and at Walton Res in the 
second winter period. Last year’s high counts in November and December at 
King George VI Res, were not maintained into this year, having decreased to 
116 in January. This only serves to illustrate this species’ habit of favouring 
different sites as feeding conditions vary on the various south-west London 
reservoirs. 


Details of breeding or summer birds, notable isolated counts and Inner London 
records are given below, with peak monthly counts from all locations where more 
than 100 were recorded at some time during the year given in tabular form. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Walthamstow Res 35 - 28 43 138 204 185 89 
Herts Amwell GP 50 - 3) 12 23 T8Gr oo 24 
Stocker’s Lake 13279 126" 21105 140 61 Fils 51 14 

Middx Brent Res 12 10 2 l 13 OP 102 46 59 
Broadwater GP TO. Wy 74 21 85 - 100 - 

Hampton Water Works Uh 20H 7 2 - 5 2Et103 

King George VI Res 116 5 3 - 310 280 26 6 

Staines Res Sagas Tee PNM - 11 23 65 
Wraysbury Res 10 - - 3) DDS Se 12 51 

Bucks Queen Mother Res - - - - - 18 148 20 
Surrey Beddington SF 38 45 32 28 175) 19S Nose =i 
Queen Eliz. II Res T2ONG 29 34 114 112 25 18 

Walton Res ah IS} BIB) A 369 366 297 422 


Dagenham Chase, 115 on Feb 20th, one on May 20th and two on June 9th. Hall 
Marsh, two on June 9th and four on June] 8th. Rainham Marsh, one pair summered. 
Walthamstow Res, two on June 9th. 

Amwell GP, five on June Sth. Rye Meads SF, two on June 9th, six on June 29th 
and nine on July 6th. Stocker’s Lake, one on June 3rd and six on June 8th. 

Brent Res, one on May 25th and 11 on June 30th. Kempton Park Res, one on June 
21st. Perry Oaks SF, six on June 8th, three on June 15th and, on July 20th, a brood of 
seven. Queen Mary Res, 170 on Sept 7th. Staines Res, four on June 16th, 15 on June 
22nd and three on June 29th. Stoke Newington Res, a pair on June 2nd. Yiewsley 
GP. two on May 30th and June 18th. /nner London. Buckingham Palace Gardens, 
seven on Jan 21st, six on Feb 18th, 12 on Mar 11th, four on Oct 13th and two on Dec 
2nd. Hyde Park, 12 on Jan 24th, 17 on Feb 18th, one on Mar 11th, and 20 on Nov 
17th. Kensington Gardens, one on Apr 14th, three on Sept 24th and nine on Dec 
26th. Regent’s Park, 31 on Jan 2nd, 65 on Sept 20th, 50 on Oct 22nd and 12 on Nov 
Ath. St James’s Park, two on Jan 21st, five on Feb 21st and one on Mar 11th. 
Wraysbury GP, one on June 16th. 

Beddington SF, a pair summered. Walton Res, nine on June 17th and 16 on June 26th. 
Dartford Marsh, 33 on Mar 3st. 


Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 


Status: rare autumn and winter visitor, with the true status clouded by frequent 
escapes. 


The usual caveat regarding many of these records relating to free-flying escapes 
applies. The appearance of birds annually at Stoke Newington Res being an 
example of what is probably a local movement of such birds. It is impossible to 
differentiate between a wild or feral bird, as even the origins of those seen on the 
larger reservoirs, can be doubtful. All records are given below, with those involving 
obvious collection birds are shown in Appendix I. 


King George V Res, a male from July 26th to Sept 10th, was the bird seen on 
Wm Girling Res (PJV et al). Walthamstow Res, a pair on Feb 3rd and one on 
June 27th to 30th (PSAA,PL). Wm Girling Res, a male from July 23rd to 26th 
and Oct 22nd (PJV). 

Amwell GP, a male from Nov 3rd to 18th (MI,BR,GJW). Bowyer’s GP, a female 
on Oct 12th (BR). Helicon GP, a male on Jan Ist (RRD). Hilfield Park Res, a 
female on Aug 16th and Nov 27th (SHM). Merchant Taylors’ School, a male on 
Jan 27th (JTn). Pynesfield GP, a male on Jan 5th (CL). Stocker’s Lake, a male 
on Jan 8th, Feb 9th and 22nd, Mar 10th, and from Aug 4th to Sept 12th, and on 
Oct Ist (SJC,RRD,PLs,AM?‘). 














ABOVE: Black-throated Diver at Walthamstow Res, February 1996 (Gary Hewett). 


BELOW: Slavonian Grebe at Holmethorpe SP. March 1996 (Gordon Hay). 

















ABOVE LEFT: Bittern at Wraysbury GP. January 1996 (Peter Gasson). 
ABOVE RIGHT: Slavonian Grebe at Thorney CP. December 1996 (Peter Gasson). 


BELOW: Little Bittern at Epsom Common, June 1996 (Mike McDonnell). 
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Clissold Park, a male on Jan 4th (JG). Stoke Newington Res, one on Jan 4th, two 
on Jan 31st and Feb 2nd, one on June 9th, one in July, reaching a maximum of five 
in August, increasing to a maximum of seven in September and October, and 
decreasing to a maximum of five in November and December (JG,GCG,DM/). 
Foots Cray Meadows, one on Mar 16th (SJG). Lullingstone Lake, a male on Mar 
16th (BEW). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb 27th, Oct 30th, Nov 4th 
(MC,JRP,SRPy,JT) 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
Status: common winter visitor and migrant, scarce but regular breeder. 


The total number of broods was 56, returning to the more normal average 
for the London Area, after last years decrease to 41 broods. The Inner London 
parks accounted for 55% of the breeding records, with 30 pairs breeding in four 
parks. 


This year’s numbers were unspectacular, with a return to more normal numbers 
in both winter periods, with no significant autumn moulting flocks. Details of 
breeding or summer birds, and Inner London records are given below, with peak 
monthly counts from all locations where more than 150 were recorded at some 
time during the year are given in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sept Oct Nov’ Dec 

Essex Walthamstow Res 228 - 165 36 StS aloo mr 2 6390 
Herts Stocker’s Lake HUI 45 3] - 42 Sy) WLS. = AD) 
Middx Broadwater GP PRY. OS) Hi - - - 350 - 
Staines Res 38) NAAT - 174 84 18 90 109 

Bucks Queen Mother Res - - - - - = IE OP - 
Wraysbury GP I3k3~-1}s) 69 20 L0Gmeos» — 274 152— 116 

Surrey Thorpe Park 54 56 37 - - - 62 12 196 


Berwick Ponds, five pairs summered, with two broods seen. Rainham GP, three 
pairs summered, with two broods seen. Walthamstow Res, 14 broods seen. 

Rye Meads SF, one brood. Stocker’s Lake, one brood. 

Alexander Park, one brood. Finsbury Park, one brood. Grovelands Park, one brood. 
Tottenham Cemetery, one brood. Wood Green Res, a pair seen mating, but no 
broods seen. Jnner London: Hyde Park, seven broods. Kensington Gardens, three 
broods. Regents Park, 12 broods; 221 on Feb 23rd. St James’s Park, ten broods. 
70 on Mar 11th. 

Tilehouse GP, one brood. 

Richmond Park, one brood. 


Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris 
Status: rare vagrant 


King George V Res, the female from 1995 was seen intermittently on seven 
dates up until Apr 17th (mo). 

Bowyer’s GP, the female seen at King George V Res, was present on Apr 8th and 
19th (LM,BT). 


Both records relate to the same bird, which disappeared for much of its stay. 
This individual remained from 1995, having been first located on 
Sept 28th at King George V Res. The ninth London record, but only the second 
female. 
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Tufted Duck 


Status: regular resident breeder and common winter visitor. 


Aythya fuligula 


This year the number of broods reported was 218 (down from 293 in 1994 and 
238 in 1995). Broods in recent years have fluctuated between 200 and 300, and 
the current decreases should not be a cause for concern unless they continue to 
decline to below 200. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
Broods 51 82 10 48 8 9 10 218 
Sites 9 8 8 5 3 4 7 -- 
Broods 45 72 23 49 3) 9 42 238 
Sites 13 8 11 4 - 4 10 56 


Large moulting flocks once again built up in the autumn in the Lea Valley and at 
Staines Res. Numbers had decreased from last year’s high, down to more average 
numbers. There were no notable influxes during either winter period. Details of 
large breeding concentrations and the remaining highest counts are given below, 
with peak monthly counts from all localities that held over 500 or more birds 
sometime during the year are given in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex King George V Res 100 - 300 370 1020 390 500 340 
Walthamstow Res 5113) - 516 400 W/i22” S89 S40" seule, use 

Middx Broadwater GP 650 170 100 - 230)” 370) 2527.00 - 
Staines Res 6 2, 100) 204 1405, 3525 = 102 e289 G7 

Bucks Wraysbury GP [31 176 288 94 317 406 492 731 640 
Surrey Surrey Docks (IL) ASDF 52 - - - - 120 140 140 
Thorpe Park eS ARely/S 99 - 277° =°298) 305 


Walthamstow Res, 26 broods; 986 on July 20th. Wm Girling Res, 800+ on July 
27th and 738 on Aug 16th. 

Rye Meads SF, 67 broods; 212 on Nov 16th was the largest count for this sector. 
Staines Res, 1,014 on July 21st. Wraysbury Res, 206 on July 19th, 362 on Aug 
13th and 208 on Sept 13th. Inner London: Buckingham Palace, three pairs bred. 
Hyde Park, 14 pairs bred. Regent’s Park, ten pairs bred. St. James’s Park, 20 pairs 
bred, with 362 on Feb 18th. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, 200 on Jan 7th, 250 on Sept 21st, 482 on Oct 28th, 495 on 
Nov 2nd and 273 on Dec 30th. 


Surrey Inner London: Folkestone Gardens, Deptford, one pair bred. 


0204 


Essex 


Herts 
Middx 


Scaup Aythya marila 


Status: regular but uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant: occasional large 
influxes in cold weather 


About 20 records this year is certainly an improvement over last year’s total of 
13, although numbers were not exceptional. The largest group consisted of six 
birds, with arrivals at six sites in January, four sites in both February and March 
and at six sites in December. All records are given 


King George V Res, a male on Dec 23rd (RCe). Royal Albert Dock, two females 
on Feb 7th (DM). Walthamstow Res, up to three (2 males) between Jan 14th and 
Feb 11th, a female from Mar 24th to Apr 8th (PSAA,DL,PL et al). 

Amwell GP, a female on Jan 27th (MI,BR). 

Brent Res, six (1 male) on Jan 2nd (JPC), two females from Jan 3rd to 6th, a 
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female from Jan 27th to Feb 8th, and a female from Mar 9th to 15th 
(JPC,LAB,ASMS). Staines Res, a female from Mar 31st to Apr 14th (ASS er 
al), and an immature male on Nov 23rd (CL). Wood Green Res, three males on 
Jan 28th and a female on Mar 12th (DA,RA). 

Wraysbury GP, a female on Jan 27th (RRG), Feb 15th and 24th (CL,DJM), Mar 
2nd and 3rd (CDRH,AVM), with a male on Dec 23rd (DJM). 

Chipstead Lake, a female on Jan 28th (TRS). Littlebrook Lake, a female on Dec 
27th and 29th (GBy,DMr). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb 6th (JT) and on Dec 
8th (TT). Thamesmead, a female on Feb 8th (NRW). 

Holmethorpe SP, two immatures (1 male) from Dec 15th to 20th, with the male 
remaining from Dec 21st was joined by an adult female on Dec 30th, both 
staying into 1997 (GWJH,SWG). Sunbury Lock, R.Thames, a female from Dec 
29th to 31st (DMH). Walton Res, a male from May 10th to 15th (DMH,NJM,SJS). 


Lesser Scaup Aythya affinis 


Status: very rare vagrant. 





Tyttenhanger GP, an adult male from Apr 7th to 18th (BR et a/), see photograph 
opposite page 113. 


The first record for the London Area; accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. With the continuing increase in British records of this species, the 
probability of one turning up in London became ever more likely. On the face of 
it, the likelihood of a Nearctic duck turning up in the Area during the spring 
might not have been anticipated, however one of the three records of Blue-winged 
Teal and six of the nine records of Ring-necked Ducks all occurred during spring, 
predominately in April - so it is obviously a good time to be scouring your local 
patch for the next one. See account on page 181. 


a2 


0206 


Kent 


0212 


Essex 
Herts 


Middx 


Bucks 


0213 


Essex 


Herts 


LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 61 FOR 1996 


Eider . Somateria mollissima 
Status: very scarce visitor. 


Charlton, River Thames, a female on Jan 3rd (DM). Sevenoaks Reserve, one 
from Jan Ist to Apr 8th (remaining from December 1995), with three on Jan 7th 
and 8th (JT). 


The Charlton bird was the 36th record of this sea-duck in the London Area. The 
Sevenoaks birds arrived on Dec 16th 1995, with four initially, dropping to two 
by the year’s end. Whether the additional two birds on Jan 7th and 8th were new 
arrivals or part of the original party that had been present in December, returning 
to this site, is unknown. 


Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 
Status: scarce but annual winter visitor and occasional passage migrant. 


King George V Res, a male in summer plumage from June 18th to 23rd (AM ez a/). 
Troy Mill GP, the female from Broadwater GP was present on various dates 
between Mar 15th and Apr 20th (RRD,AVM ef al). 
Broadwater GP, the female remaining from 1995 was present until Apr 1 1th (mo), 
and again from Dec Ist until the year end (AVM ef ai). 

Queen Mother Res, a male on Mar 29th (JAS). Tilehouse GP, the female from 
Broadwater GP was present on Jan 6th and Mar 17th (IGJ,KJ,DR). 


The Broadwater, Tilehouse and Troy Mill female, returned rather later than usual, 
in December, for its sixth winter. Two new records this year represents an 
improvement on last year, when there were none. The bird in March was not 
unprecedented as spring migrants have been seen in the London Area before, but 
the splendid male at King George V Res for five days in June was more unexpected. 


Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 
Status: passage migrant and occasional winter visitor; never common. 


A good series of records this year, with birds present in all months between March 
and September; but with a total absence in either of the winter periods, when the 
arrival of birds is usually associated with cold weather movements. Two large 
flocks in one year is exceptional, representing the second and third largest groups 
since 79 at Walthamstow Res on Nov 6th 1980 - the fact that they both occurred 
on the same day (and presumably not involving the same birds) is even more 
striking, although it was a quite remarkable day for unusual wildfowl movements. 
All records are given. 


King George V Res, a male on Mar 17th and 22nd (KB,PJV), with two males on 
Mar 23rd (AAB,DL,PL,PJV), a male on April 6th (PJV), and two (1 male) on 
Aug 7th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, six on Mar 31st, two on Apr 16th and three on 
May 4th (PS). Walthamstow Res, a male from Apr 20th to 27th (DL,PL,DGS). 
Wm Girling Res, a male on Mar 23rd (DL,PJV), 65 (54 males) on Apr 7th, with 
seven males remaining on Apr 8th, one male remaining on Apr 9th, nine males on 
June 15th (AAB,PJV ef al). | 
Hilfield Park Res, two females on Aug 5th (SHM). Troy Mill GP, six (3 males). 
on Apr 7th (per RRD), were seen later at Broadwater GP. 


Middx 


Bucks 


Kent 


Surrey 


0215 


Middx 


0218 


Essex 


Middx 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1996 53 


Broadwater GP, six (3 males) on Apr 7th (RRD,AVM). Staines Res, two (1 male) 
on Mar 21st (KLP), two (1 male) on Apr 13th, with a male remaining on Apr 14th 
(PN); two (1 male) on Apr 16th (DJM,PN,ASS), ten (6 males) on July 23rd (DJM) 
and a male on Sept 20th (ASS). 

Queen Mother Res, six (4 males) on Mar 22nd, two (1 male) on Mar 31st, a male 
on June 5th and a female on Aug 7th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, six (3 males) on Mar 31st, with two (1 male) on Apr Ist 
(CW,NW,RW), were also seen on the Essex side of the Thames; two (1 male) 
flew upriver on Aug 6th (GBy,DW). Sevenoaks Reserve, two on Sept 21st (JT). 
Thamesmead, a male flew E on July 11th (NRW). 

Barn Elms Res, a flock of c50, circled, then flew off SE on Apr 7th (BPA). Queen 
Elizabeth Res, three males on Mar 31st, a female on May 12th, six (5 males) on 
June 17th and a male on June 21st (DG,DHM,NJM.SJS). 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca 
Status: rare passage migrant and winter visitor. 
King George VI Res, a female from Dec 7th to 22nd (CL,DJM,PN,AVM). 


The fourth consecutive year that this species has been seen in London. The period 
between October and December is undoubtedly the best period to find one of 
these elegant scoters in our Area. This individual was a particularly dark, almost 
black, female. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Status: common winter visitor; occasional summer records. 


There was an increase in the number of records this year; the peak in the first 
winter period was at Staines Res in January and February, and in the second 
winter period at King George VI and Staines reservoirs. During March and April 
there was a noticeable influx of migrants at King George V and Staines reservoirs. 
The last sightings of the spring were on Apr 25th at Wm Girling Res (2) and at 
Staines Res; the first in the autumn being a single at Staines Res on Sept 5th. 
Peak monthly counts from principal localities (where more than 20 were reported) 
are given below in tabular form. 


Jan Feb Mar _ Apr Oct Nov Dec 

Essex King George V Res 33 - 90 80 - 18 26 
Walthamstow Res 15 18 24 3 ] 1] 13 

Herts Amwell GP 12 29 30 l - 6 1] 
Stocker’s Lake 16 9 21 ] - y) 12 

Middx Broadwater GP 13 20 24 10 - 4 16 
King George VI Res - - . - 3 ) 33 
Shepperton GP - 23 1] - - - 19 

Staines Res 5] CO loa e106 + 22 32 

Bucks | Wraysbury GP 36 58 12 6 - 4 12 
Surrey Field Common GP 3 5 27 3 - l 16 
Walton Res 21 24 Dy 20 10 10 16 


Other isolated high counts were at Fishers Green, 20 on Jan 7th and Wm Girling 
Res, 20 on Nov 16th. 

Staines Res, a single female from Sept 5th, with two from Sept 1 1th into October, 
were the only September records for the London Area. 
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Smew Mergus albellus 
Status: winter visitor in small, but highly variable numbers. 


The number of birds wintering in the London Area improved in 1996, compared 
with previous years. In the first winter period there were double figure counts 
from four sites, with a peaks of 26 at Thorpe Park on Jan 30th and 28 at Wraysbury 
GP on Feb 15th. The last bird in spring was a rather late individual on Apr 3rd at 
Stocker’s Lake. The second winter period started with the first autumn record of 
three at Amwell GP on the late date of Nov 28th. The pattern of 1995, which also 
had a poor November, followed by increasing numbers in December, was mirrored 
this year, with two double-figure counts in December from Amwell and Wraysbury 
GPs. 


Records from the main localities, where the species is present reasonably constantly 
throughout the winter, are summarised in the following table, which gives peak 
monthly counts. This is followed by all records from other sites given under their 
respective counties. 


Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec 

Essex Walthamstow Res 8 8 ] - 5 
Fishers Green 5 7 6 - - 

Herts Amwell GP 13 8 2 3 18 
Stocker’s Lake 8 12 12 - 6 

Middx Brent Res 1 1 1 6 
Broadwater GP 6 5 - 1 

Moorhall GP 11 4 - - 

Bucks __ Tilehouse GP 5 2 ] - 4 
Wraysbury GP 18 28 5 ] 12 

Surrey Thorpe Park 26 24 6 5 


Connaught Water, one on Dec 14th. Hainault Forest, one on Dec 28th. King George 
V Res, one on Nov 30th and two on Dec 28th. Nazeing GP, one on Dec 5th, 12th, 
23rd, three on Dec 28th, four on Dec 30th and 31st. Netherhall GP, two on Feb 
11th. Wanstead Park, one on Feb 3rd. 

Bowyer’s GP, two on Dec 26th. Cheshunt GP, four on Feb 14th and three 
on 18th, two on Dec 25th. Hilfield Park Res, one from Jan 5th to 26th 
and Feb 25th. Stanstead Abbotts GP, one on Feb 10th. Stocker’s Lake, one 
on Apr 3rd. Troy Mill GP, one on Jan 13th and Dec 27th. West Hyde GP, one 
on Jan Ist. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, one on Jan 14th, two on Feb 6th and six on Dec 30th. Charlton 
GP, three on Dec 6th and two on 28th. Staines Res, one on Feb Sth and 15th, and 
13 on Mar 17th. Shepperton GP, one on Feb 16th, four on Mar 3rd, three on Mar 
15th and three on Dec 30th. Stanwell Moor GP, one on Jan 14th and 21st. Stocker’s 
West GP, one on Jan Ist. 

Chipstead Lake, two on Dec 30th. Littlebrook Lake, one on Dec 30th and 31st. 
Ruxley GP, one on Feb 10th, 11th and 17th. Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb 2nd, 
3rd and 26th, two on Dec 21st, three on Dec 30th and one on Dec 31st. 
Beddington SF, one on Jan 17th and two from Feb 10th to 16th. Field Common 
GP, one Dec 3rd. Holmethorpe SP, one from Jan Ist to 4th, Dec 23rd to 27th, with 
two on Dec 28th. Molesey GP, four from Jan 6th to 13th, with one from Jan 15th 
to Feb 13th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, two on Feb 2nd. Walton Res, two on Feb 
10th and three on Dec 17th. 
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Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator 
Status: scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. 


This year was a record year for this species with about 46 records spread throughout 
the London Area, although there was obviously considerable duplication of records, 
with birds moving between the larger waters. There were notable influxes in both 
winter periods with numbers increasing in January, February, March and December; 
a number of records related to groups of birds, with a maximum of nine at Wm 
Girling Res on Feb 10th. All records are given below. 


Barking Bay, a male on Feb 2nd (GH). King George V Res, a female on 
Mar Ist, two on Mar 9th and three (2 males) on Dec 28th (AC,PJV et al). 
Nazeing GP, a male from Dec 28th to 31st (WR). Rainham Marsh, a male 
flew E on Jan 6th and a male on Feb 3rd (LP,CQ). Royal Albert Dock a male on 
Feb 7th (DM). Walthamstow Res, a female from Jan 20th to Feb Ist 
(PSAA,JEDL,PL), two females from Mar 10th to 30th (DL,PL,PJV), two (1 
male) from Dec 29th to 31st (DL,PL). Wm Girling Res, nine females on Feb 
10th (PJV), a female on Apr 7th (AAB), a female on Dec 21st and three (2 
males) from Dec 29th to 31st (PJV). 

Amwell GP, a male from Mar 19th to 21st (MI,LM,BR). 

Brent Res, a female on Mar 31st (RB,ASMS). Bushy Park, a male on Nov 18th, 
27th and Dec Ist, 4th, 5th, and 9th (MB,PG,DH,KLP). Grovelands Park, a female 
on Jan 31st (BE). Queen Mary Res, a female on Dec 27th and a male on Dec 31st 
(CL,DJM). Staines Res, a female from Jan Ist to Mar 18th (AVM,KLPASS et a/), 
with five (1 male) on Feb 4th (DJM), three (1 male) on Feb 11th and three 
females on Mar 10th (APG,PN), two females on Mar 16th (DJM), two or three 
females from Mar 21st to 26th (KLP ef al), and two (1 male) on Mar 30th and 
31st (DJM,AVM), a male from Dec 12th to 21st (KLP et a/). 

Queen Mother Res, a female on Jan 4th (JAS), three (1 male) Feb Ist to 3rd 
(CL,JAS), two (1 male) on Feb 4th, four (1 male) on Feb 5th and six (1 male) from 
Feb 6th to 13th (JAS), four females on Mar 6th, two females on Mar 7th (JAS), 
four females from Mar 8th to 16th (AVM,JAS), one female on Mar 17th and 
finally two females on Mar 18th(PN,JAS), two (1 male) on Dec 31st (DJM,JAS). 
Thorney CP, two (1 male) on Feb 8th (DR). Wraysbury GP, one on Mar 30th 
(RRG), a female on Dec 14th and a male on Dec 21st (DJM). 

Dartford Marsh, on Feb 8th (DD). Sevenoaks Reserve, one from Jan 31st to Feb 
Ist (JT). Thamesmead, a male from Jan 12th to Feb 21st (NRW). 

Beddington SF, a female on Jan Sth, a male on Oct 25th and two females on 
Nov 16th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, two females Feb 22nd and 23rd (SHR) and 
two (1 male) on Apr 3rd (PK). Island Barn Res, a female Feb 3rd to I 1th 
(DMH,ML,SJS), two (1 male) on Mar 14th and three (2 males) on Mar 22nd, 
two (1 male) from Mar 24th to Mar 26th (DMH,SJS), a female from Dec Ist to 
30th, with two on 31st (DMH,SJS). Molesey GP, a female on Jan 29th and 31st 
(DMH,ML). Queen Elizabeth II Res, a male from Jan 6th to Mar 27th (DG,SJS), 
four (3 males) on Mar 13th (DMH), a male from Dec 8th to 31st, was joined by 
a female on Dec 28th (DMH). South Norwood Lake, a female on Dec 26th 
(JFn,GHd). Walton Res, a male on Jan 4th, two (1 male) on Mar 14th and 20th, 
a female on Dec 3rd and a male from Dec 4th into 1997 (DMH,NJM,SJS). 
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Goosander | Mergus merganser 
Status: regular winter visitor, very rare in summer. 


The numbers present this year improved slightly from 1995, with reports of 
more than 15 from 21 sites, including a roost count of 150 at Queen Elizabeth II 
Res (Surrey) on Feb 8th. The last bird of the spring was on Apr 18th at Wm 
Girling Res (Essex). An immature male summered on the River Thames in the 
Barnes/Hammersmith area, with the first bird of the autumn arriving on Oct 
30th at Walton Res (Surrey). 


Peak monthly counts from the principal localities (those where more than 15 were 
reported at some time during the year) are given in tabular form and other 
particularly notable records, and Inner London records are given in the text. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Fishers Green 7 27 22 - - - 2 
King George V Res 2 33 70 ] - 15 23 

Nazeing GP 28 11 ] - - - 93 
Walthamstow Res 23 38 30 6 - 11 20 

Wm Girling Res Di - 6 5 - 3 17 

Middx Bushy Park 5 4 5 - - 10 22 
Grovelands Park 39 25 + - . - ! 

King George VI Res 16 5) 6 ] - - 4 

Queen Mary Res + 16 4 - - - D2 

Trent Park - - 29 - - - 9 
Wraysbury Res 42 12 9 - - : 25 

Bucks Thorney CP hy) 27 7. 2 - 1 28 
Wraysbury GP 9 14 10 - - 40 50 

Surrey Queen Elizabeth II Res LO ISO 70 20 - 8 136 
Thorpe Park 4] 20 - . - 35 

Walton Res 28 28 38 14 Z 24 26 


Reported from 16 sites. Connaught Water, 19 on Jan 4th. Netherhall GP, 23 on 
Feb 1 1th. 

Reported from five sites. Cheshunt GP, 16 on Jan 2nd and 15 on Feb 25th. 
Reported from 19 sites. Yiewsley GP, 15 on Jan 30th. Inner London: Buckingham 
Palace, two on Jan Ist and 21st, four on Feb 6th and one on Feb 18th and two on 
Mar 11th. (RFS). Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 13th and Dec 31st (ARD,D)J). 
Reported from six sites. Queen Mother Res, 21 on Jan 3rd. 

Reported from ten sites. No counts exceeded five birds. 

Reported from 22 sites. Barnes/Hammersmith (River Thames), an immature male 
summered, between June 30th and Oct 6th. Leatherhead (River Mole), 15 on Jan 
3rd. 


Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis 


Status: widespread winter visitor of feral origin; resident in small numbers, 
localised, but increasing breeder. 


A maximum of 14 pairs bred, with a further 11 pairs summering. The number of 
confirmed breeding pairs has again decreased for the second year in a row, with 
some notable absences from previous known breeding sites, but as previously 
stated this species can be inconspicuous during nesting and some broods must 
be missed. The number of wintering birds continues to increase, with Hilfield 
Park Res continuing as the major wintering site, with the largest gathering (306 
on Dec 15th) recorded in London, with three other sites holding in excess of a 
hundred birds during the winter months. 
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Peak monthly counts from the principal localities (those where more than 20 were 
reported at some time during the year) are given in tabular form, with details of 
breeding and summering birds, and Inner London records are given in the text. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Herts Hilfield Park Res LOOT 210 ras 24 44 102 192 264 306 
Stocker’s Lake 3 1] 26 - - - - : : 

Middx Brent Res 3 14 13 26 15 36 5 5 2 
Broadwater GP 135 esn JIC 69 - 3 3 68 69 

King George VI Res Sia tgs - - - - I | - 

Staines Res Oe SO) 5 4 5 6 42 SS OZ 

Bucks Wraysbury GP 9 22 25 3 l 5 l 5 
Surrey Walton Res 58 60 25 14 6 11 2 14 80 


Aveley, one pair bred. Berwick Ponds, two pairs bred. Dagenham Chase, two pairs 
bred. Rainham GP, one pair summered. Walthamstow Res, at least one pair in June. 
Hilfield Park Res, one pair bred, with a brood of three. Rye Meads SF, three 
pairs summered. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, two pairs summered. Brent Res, four pairs bred, with broods 
of two, four, five and nine. Grovelands Park, one pair summered. Kempton Park 
Res, one pair summered. /nner London: Buckingham Palace, one on June Ist 
and 10th (RFS). Regent’s Park, one pair bred; six on Jan 30th and ten on Mar 
11th (ARD,DJ). 

None reported in the summer months. 

None reported in the summer months. 

Lonsdale Road Res, three pairs summered, one of which bred (raising four young); 
28 on Oct 31st. Walton Res, two pairs bred. 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 
Status: rare migrant. 


Trent Park, one on Aug 26th (RMC,RJW). 
Purley Beeches, one on June 4th (JBz). 


These are the 31st and 32nd records for London, as last year’s five records were 
in fact the 26th to the 30th records. Two records in one year is a more normal 
showing for recent years, with August continuing to be a good month to see this 
species passing through our Area. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 
Status: rare but increasing visitor. 


Walthamstow Res, one flew W at 17.02 hrs on Apr 28th (DL). 
Staines Res, one flew W on Apr 6th (DJM). 
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Sevenoaks Reserve, one, on Apr “4% 
7th (JT). Sydenham, one at 09.25 
hrs on Mar 30th (WD), was 
actually seen from Sydenham 
Wells Park on the Surrey side of 
the boundary. 

Chelsham, one flew SW on Mar 
Ist (BJT). 


Five records is a slight increase 
from the four records in 1995, but 
not reaching the eight records of 
1994, which represented the best 
ever year in London. There were 
no specific reports of birds being 
wing-tagged. These birds fit into 
the typical spring migration 
pattern, though wandering captive- 
release birds or their offspring, 
should not be ruled out. 
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Richmond Park, one, most probably Red Kite, was seen for about one hour at 
great distance on Apr 23rd, before flying off NW (SC). 


Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Status: scarce but increasing passage migrant. 


Essex Filter Beds, a female on Apr 27th (GJs). Rainham Marsh, a female on Mar 21st, 
one on several dates between Aug 8th and 16th (DW,BEW) and females on Sept 5th 
and Oct 2nd (WV). Romford, a female flew S at 08.50 hrs on May 7th (KB). 
Amwell GP, an immature male on Mar 31st (MI), was also seen at Rye Meads 
(BT). Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 13th (CS) and a female at 17.40 hrs on May 
11th (MI,SP,BR). 

Vicarage Farm, Enfield, an immature flew SW at 08. 15 hrs on Sept 5th (RMC). 
Dartford Marsh, one on Aug 8th-and 16th (DW,BEW) was also seen in Essex. 
Beddington SF, single females flew N at 11.20 hrs on May 30th and SE at 09.30 
hrs on Aug 28th (BBR). Walton Res, female on May 3rd (ML). 


Only 13 records this year is a considerable drop from the 20 individuals seen in 
each of the last two years - the best years’ ever. There were seven spring records 
and six in the autumn, representing a more less equal spring/autumn divide. 
Again most records were from the east, with Beddington SF also continuing its 
annual run of records from the south. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 


Status: scarce migrant; formerly a Aen a winter visitor to the Thames-side 
marshes. 


Rainham Marsh, a ringtail on Jan 6th (LP). South Weald, a ringtail on Jan 6th 
(CRJ). Thorndon Park, a ringtail on Jan 10th (per EBS). 
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Amwell GP, a ringtail flew S on Oct 9th (BR). Stocker’s Lake and Farm, a ringtail 
on Nov 10th and 11th (RRD ef al) spent most of its time hunting over the nearby 
landfill site adjacent to Springwell Lock (Middx). 

Springwell Landfill, a ringtail on Nov 10th and 11th (AVM ef a/). Trent Park, a 
ringtail on Feb 19th (RJW). 

Wraysbury GP, a male flew W at 10.30 hrs on Nov 30th (RRG). 

Dartford Marsh, a ringtail on Jan 6th (DMr). 


Five records is a slight increase on recent annual totals, but still a rather poor 
showing from a historical viewpoint. The ringtail in the Essex and Kent locations 
in January is assumed to refer to the same individual. This single record, in the 
old stronghold of the east London Thames-side marshes, echoes better days when 
this species was a regular wintering bird in this now rapidly diminishing habitat. 
Harrier sp Circus sp 


Brent Res, a ringtail flew SW at 15.00 hrs on Dec 12th (ASMS), was probably a 
Hen Harrier. nner London: Regent’s Park, a ringtail flew NW on May 12th(ARD,DJ). 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
Prae Wood, a single on Apr 28th (LM,PP). 
This is the 14th London record and the first to be recorded since 1993. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 


breeding breeding present Totals 

Essex 1] 3 20 34 
Herts 12 2 3 17 
Middx 20 2) 6 28 
Inner London 2 l l 4 
Bucks l 2 + 7 
Kent 8 2 6 16 
Surrey 5 2 14 21 

59 14 54 127 


The number of pairs proved breeding increased to 59 from last year’s 38, but 
numbers have not returned to the total of 68 in 1994. The overall total of 127 
pairs is similar to the figure of 125 pairs in 1994 - an increase from last year’s 
overall total of 82. Again a good series of Inner London records with confirmed 
breeding of two pairs at two sites, with another pair probably breeding at a third 
site this year. In some areas this species is being observed more regularly than 
Kestrel. Recording of this species 1s more likely to vary due to observer coverage, 
rather than being due to any real change in status, as shown by the variations 
within this year’s report. 


A total of 11 pairs bred, well down from the 42 pairs in 1994; the overall total 
increased from last year’s 20 to 33 this year, although reports only came from 21 
sites - compared with 41 in 1994. 
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Twelve pairs were confirmed to have bred, an increase from last year’s total of 
four. Reported from 26 sites, which in relation to the increase in confirmed 
breeding pairs, oddly, is a drop from last year’s 36 sites. 

Twenty pairs bred, up from last year’s nine pairs, with reports from 62 sites, 
compared to 53 last year and 73 in 1994. Inner London: Kensington Palace, one 
pair bred. Regent’s Park, one pair bred. St James’s Park, one pair seen mating. 
Reports from only 19 locations compared to 79 last year. 

One pair confirmed breeding this year, with reports from 18 sites. 

Eight pairs bred, with reports from only 38 sites. 

Four pairs bred, compared to two last year, with reports from 66 sites. 


1995 Additional Record 
Inner London: Battersea Park, one present regularly throughout the year. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Status: increasingly regular visitor, occurring all months of the year. 


Dagnam Park, one on Aug 17th (DS). Hainault Forest, one on Aug 3rd (MKD). 
Hall Marsh, one on Feb 22nd (PL). King George V Res, one on May 21st (PL). 
Thorndon Park, one on Feb 14th (MTM). Walthamstow Res, one Mar 24th (PL). 
Amwell GP, one on Jan 14th and July 21st (BR,GJW). Bricket Wood, one on 
Sept 15th (SHM). Chiswell Green, one on Mar 18th (CME). Gorhambury, one 
on June 30th and July 25th (JEG). Hilfield Park Res, one on Mar 30th and Dec 
15th (BC,SHM). Hillend Farm, one on Aug 27th (JWH). Moor Park GC, one on 
May 19th (HNHS). Panshanger Park, one on Sept 7th (BR). Potters Crouch 
Plantation, one on May 13th (CME). Prae Wood, pair on Mar 30th, May 4th and 
a single on May Sth (GSE,PP,BR). Rye House Marsh, one on Oct 27th (HNHS). 
Rye Meads, one on Mar 30th and 31st (RMRG,BT). Tyttenhanger GP, one on 
Aug 31st (RRD,AVM). West Hyde, one on Oct 19th (AVM). 

Brent Res, one on July 16th (JPC). Bushy Park, singles on Apr Ist and Aug 24th 
(MB,PG). Trent Park, singles on Sept 8th, 21st and Oct 9th (RJW,BW). 
Hawley, one on Sept 5th (ALn,MLn). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on June 8th (JT). 
Beddington SF, one on Aug 15th, Sept 22nd and 25th (BBR). Clackett Lane 
Services, one on Nov Ist (JWn). Richmond Park, one on Aug 15th (SCi). Thorpe, 
one on Feb Sth (JGs). Worcester Park, one on Apr 2nd (RES). 


A minimum of 37 birds were seen this year which, even treating some of the 
Hertfordshire records as relating to the same individuals, is the best year on 
record, and continues on from last year’s good run of records - which only totalled 
16. The spread of this species around London continues, with birds present in 
one Hertfordshire wood for prolonged periods during the summer. It seems 
likely that we will not have long to wait before breeding is confirmed in the 
Hertfordshire sector of our recording Area. 


1994 Additional Record 
Brent Res, one flew SE on Oct 23rd (JPC). 


Buzzard sp Buteo sp 


Hogsmill SF, one flew over at 13.45 hrs on Feb 7th (JGe). Richmond Park, one 
flew high WNW on Mar 30th (AG). Warlingham, one flew NE at 06.00 hrs on 
May 13th (BJT). 
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Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


King George V Res, one on Apr 10th (PL). 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 13th (BR). Bowyer’s GP, one flew N on Apr 8th 
(BT). Panshanger Park, one on May I 1th, 25th and 26th (HBC,MCg,MI). 
Stanstead Abbotts, one on Apr 5th (TA). Tyttenhanger GP, one on May 9th 
(MI,LM). 

Brent Res, one on May Sth (JPC). Broadwater GP, one flew S on May 3rd (DR). 
Hampstead Heath, one flew SW at 09.00 hrs on Sept 21st (PWD,MAH,WEO). 
Kempton Park Res, one on Sept 7th (NL,TJL,KLP). Inner London: Regent’s 
Park, one flew NE on Mar 23rd (ARD,DJ). 

Black Park, one flew N at 19.15 hrs on Apr 19th (HSH,RDH). 

Maryon Wilson Park, one on Aug 27th (DM). Thamesmead, one on May 13th 
(NRW). 

Holmethorpe SP, one flew N at 08.10 hrs on Apr 16th (GWH). Riddlesdown, one 
flew SE at 07.15 hrs on May Sth (BJT). 


Sixteen records (not counting those without a description) represents another 
upturn in records after last year’s more normal figures, exceeding 1994’s record 
of 14 birds. Records were split between spring (13) and autumn (3). 


Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding status is shown in the table below, with other records summarised under 
the county headings together with those for Inner London. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 


breeding breeding present Totals 

Essex 3 - 22 25 
Herts + 2 6 
Middx 11 4 15 
Bucks 5 - 3 8 
Kent S) 4 5 14 
Surrey 9 3 3 15 

ay) 7 39 83 


For the third year in a row there was a notable decrease in the number of pairs 
proved breeding down from 70 in 1994 and 59 pairs last year, to 37 pairs this 
year. There was also a further decrease in the overall number of pairs down to 
83, compared with 99 pairs last year - the fourth consecutive year that an overall 
decrease has been reported. These decreases must be more than a reflection of 
the variation in observer coverage from year to year, and surely this is now an 
indication of some actual decline, even 1f under-recording is a factor. Observers 
are requested to send in all breeding or possible breeding records so this 
situation can be properly monitored. 


Three pairs bred, compared to 15 the previous year, although the total of 25 pairs 
present is only a slight decline over last year’s total of 29. This may actually be a 
result of how the breeding season results were reported, rather than any noticeable 
decline in this sector; overall there were reports from a total of 21 sites. Rainham 
Marsh, maximum count of 12 on Sept 7th. 
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Four pairs bred, compared with eight last year, with a decrease in the number of overall 
pairs to six this year - down from last year’s 14. Reports from only seven sites. 
Eleven pairs bred, compared to 18 the previous year, with a decrease in the 
overall number of pairs from last year’s 21 to 15 this year. Reported from only 
11 sites. Inner London: One pair bred in the Bishopgate/Spitalfields area and at 
Millbrook Tower, with three pairs breeding in Regent’s Park. Reported from 
only three sites, compared to four the previous year and 26 in 1994. 

Five pairs bred - there was no confirmed breeding in 1995; the overall number 
of pairs remains at eight, with reports from 14 sites. 

Five pairs bred this year, compared with three last year; there was no real variation 
in the overall number of pairs. Reported from 27 sites. 

Nine pairs bred, compared with 12 last year; the overall number of pairs increased 
to 15 from last year’s three. Reported from a total of 17 sites. 


Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 


Status: very rare vagrant PO adsl tg 


Walthamstow Res, a juvenile 
flew S at 14.45 hrs on Sept 
14th (DL). 


The eighth record for 
London and the first in 
autumn - all previous 
records have occurred in 
spring or early summer. This 
individual was unfortunately 
seen only briefly as it drifted 
Over; a previous record at 
this site, in 1992, was 
equally unobliging. 
Accepted by the British 
Birds Rarities Committee. 





Merlin Falco columbarius 
Status: scarce migrant and winter visitor. 


Beckton, a female on Jan 28th (SRP). Dagenham Chase, a female on Oct 7th, 
29th, Nov 8th and Dec 4th (KB,RE,PM). Essex Filter Beds, one on Dec 24th 
(GJs). Harold Hill, one on Jan 18th (CRJ). Rainham Marsh, one on Novy 7th and 
Dec 8th (MKD,WV). West Thurrock, one Dec 13th (AAB). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 28th (BR). 

Vicarage Farm, one on Feb 9th (RJW). 

Dartford Marsh, a male on Feb 24th and a female on Nov 11th (GBy,BEW). 
Littlebrook Lake, one on Dec 30th (GBy). Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Feb 3rd (JT). 
South Norwood CP, a male on Jan 6th and 10th (JBd,JBi). Walton Res, a female 
on Mar 13th (SJS). 


Fifteen records is a slight increase from last year’s 11 (not 13 as stated in the 
report), and is slightly above average for recent years. Most records are, as 
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expected, from the eastern Thames corridor, with Rainham Marsh and Dartford 
Marsh recording a good series of records - clearly some of the sightings are 
presumed to relate to the same individuals. Observers are strongly reminded 
that this species is rare in the London Area and descriptions are required. 


Hobby Falco subbuteo 


Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant, greatly increased in recent 
years. 


Breeding status 1s shown in the table below, with all other records summarised 
under the county headings; Inner London records are given in full. 


Pairs proved Pairs probably Other pairs 


breeding breeding present Totals 

Essex 2 1 2 5 
Herts - 2 l 3 
Middx 4 l 2 7 
Bucks - | - l 
Kent - l 
Surrey 2 ] 3 

9 6 5 20 


The number of pairs proved breeding was a slight decrease from 13 pairs last 
year, although the overall total of 20 pairs present was the same as in 1995, which 
was a decrease from 29 pairs in 1994. This year the Herts and Bucks sectors had 
no confirmed breeding records. The first record of the year was on the 
exceptionally early date of Mar 29th at Bow Road, E3 (Middx), with the last 
record at Crayford Marsh (Kent) on Oct 21st. A notable gathering of eight were 
seen together on June 23rd feeding on damselflies hatching from the River Colne 
in the area of Broadwater GP (Middx/Bucks). 


Two pairs bred, with at least two young reared. Reported from 22 sites. 

None bred this year, compared with three pairs last year. Reported from 22 sites. 
Four pairs bred, with at least nine young raised. Reported from 46 sites. /nner 
London: Regents Park, one on May 13th, June 8th, Sept 3rd and 26th, and Oct Ist 
(ARD,D)J). 

No confirmed breeding this year. Reported from only nine sites. 

One pair bred, with at least three young raised; this compares with three pairs last 
year. Reported from 16 sites. 

Two pairs bred, with at least two young raised. Reported from 32 sites 


Peregrine Falco peregrinus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, increasing. 


Rainham GP, one on May 12th (MKD). Rainham Marsh, one on Jan 6th, Feb 6th 
and Dec 7th (MKD,SRP,PS). Royal Victoria Dock, one on July 7th (DM). 
Walthamstow Res, one on Mar 24th and Sept 21st (DL,PL). 

Queen Mary Res, one on Oct 12th (CL). Staines Res, an immature male on eight 
dates from Dec 6th to 31st (ASS et al). Wraysbury Res, an immature male on 
Nov 2nd, 15th and 16th, and Dec 7th (AVM,PN ez al). 

Queen Mother Res, an immature male on Nov 9th, 17th and 24th (DJM,CL,AVM) 
and Dec 18th, 29th and 30th (JAS). Wraysbury GP, one on Sept 25th and Oct 5th 
(RRG). 
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Blackwall Basin, one on Jan 21st (RG). Charlton, one on Oct 30th (DM). Chipstead 
Lake, one Aug 3rd (TRS). Dartford Marsh, one on Apr Ist (CW,NW). Littlebrook 
Lake/PS, one or two present throughout the year (mo). Thamesmead, one on 
May 13th (NRW). Woolwich, one on Sept 3rd (DM). 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 3rd, 8th, 19th, 20th, Oct 24th and 25th (BBR). 
Inner London: at least one present in the area of Bankside PS and Southbank, 
SE1, between Jan 26th and Sept 30th (DL). 


It is difficult, if not impossible to assess the true number of birds involved 
for a species that can wander so far. There were at least two areas where birds 
were resident, including in Inner London, during the breeding season - how long 
before a pair breeds? A small number of birds account for a majority of sightings, 
with the Kent pair probably accounting for the most of the east London records 
adjacent to the Thames. The Bucks and Middlesex records are thought to relate 
to the same individual, which on Nov 16th was seen sparring with a Pomarine 
Skua. 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea PS, two birds present from Jan 9th to Mar 6th. Battersea 
Park, one on Feb 10th and 24th (BM) 


Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county is shown in 
the table below. 

Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Total 

7 I : l - - 9 

The fortunes of this partridge have been a sharp decline for many years, a position 
that was somewhat rectified in 1994 with an increase to 25 pairs, followed by a 
decline to a mere seven pairs in 1995. There was little change this year. Such 
fluctuations may well be the result of differing observer coverage. The huge 
numbers present at Tyttenhanger GP between September and November almost 
all relate to captive-bred birds released for shooting purposes, unfortunately 
they completely distort the species’ true status in this area. Observers are still 
requested to submit all records of this species. Confirmed breeding records 
(number of breeding pairs in brackets) and all other records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, pair present in breeding season. Curtismill, pair present in breeding 
season. Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 30th. Fishers Green, two on May 15th. 
Havering CP, ten on Oct 21st. Sewardstone, two on Mar 26th and Sept 14th. South 
Weald, eight on Aug 6th. Stanstead Abbotts, one on May 18th. 

Amwell GP, present from March to May and in October, with a maximum 
of four on Apr 19th. Beech Farm GP, five on July 12th. Broxbourne Woods, 
three on Mar 2nd. Cheshunt Park, two on Oct 13th. Coopers Green GP, 
two on May 27th. Coursers Lane Fields, 41 on Oct 15th. Garston, eight on 
Jan Ist and five on Oct 20th. Gorhambury, 11 on Dec 19th. Hilfield Park Res, 
one on Mar 15th and May 22nd. Potters Crouch, two on May 13th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, 80 on Sept 21st, 250+ on Sept 30th, 100 on Oct Sth, 70 on Oct 24th and 40 
on Nov 9th. 

Ferryhill Farm, one or two in April. Vicarage Farm, Enf ield, one on Mar 18th and 
29th, Apr 10th and June Sth. 
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Horton Fields, two on Mar 16th and Apr 14th. Iver, three on Apr 30th. Mansfield 
Farm (1), with nine on Dec 8th. Shreding Green Farm, one on Sept 23rd. 
Dartford Marsh, one on Apr 19th and two on Sept 4th. 

Apps Court Farm GP, one on Apr 19th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Apr 27th. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Status: breeding resident, declining. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
8 1] l - - - 20 


This year’s 20 pairs represents an increase from last year’s ten pairs and approaches 
the 18 pairs in 1994, but is still far below the 46 pairs in 1993. Although some of 
this variation may be accounted for by fluctuating observer coverage, this 
partridge is obviously undergoing a decline within our Area. Please continue to 
submit all records, especially summer pairs and breeding records. Confirmed 
breeding records (number of breeding pairs in brackets) and all counts are given 
below. 


Barking Bay/Marsh, reported in January, March, and from May to November, 
with maxima of 15 on July 17th and Aug 13th, and 16 on Nov 25th. Berwick 
Ponds, one on May 18th and two on May 23rd. Dagenham Chase, one on Apr Ist. 
Hornchurch CP, two on May 23rd. Rainham Marsh, nine on Jan 20th, two on Mar 
8th, seven on Sept 21st and Oct Sth and six on Dec 28th. Walthamstow Res, one 
on June 16th. West Thurrock, one on Sept 12th. 

Batler’s Green, one on June 26th. Beech Farm GP, two on Mar 17th and May 6th, 
and five on Aug 30th. Bricket Wood/Common, four on Mar 23rd. Chiswell Green 
(1); maximum of 12 on Dec 18th. Coursers Lane Fields, two on Jan 30th and one 
on June 6th. Hatfield, two on May 27th. Moor Hill, three on Oct Ist. Nashes 
Farm, two on Apr 10th. Park Street GP, nine on Sept 21st. Smallford, six on Sept 
28th. St Albans, two on Jan 15th. Symondshyde Great Wood (1); five on Sept 
28th. Tyttenhanger GP (1); present from January to September with maxima of 14 
on Jan 18th, 18 on July Sth, 15 on Aug Ist, 20 on Sept 4th, 17 on Sept 9th and 20 
on Sept 

Vicarage Farm, Enfield, two in March, up to three in April and nine on July Ist. 

None reported. 

Dartford Marsh, present in April, July, September, November and December, with 
maxima of seven on July 12th and Nov 15th. Swanscombe Marsh one on Oct 
12th. 

None reported, for the first time. 


Quail Coturnix coturnix 
Status: rare summer visitor, irruptive. 
King George V Res, one on June 23rd (PJV). 


This was an extremely unusual location for such a sighting. The last records were 
of two birds in 1995, three birds in 1994 and two birds in 1992. It continues to be 
a rare find within our Area. 
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Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 


Status: common breeding resident. 


The number of pairs present in the breeding season in each county are shown in 
the table below. 


Middx Surrey Totals 


26 55 


Essex Herts 


Bucks 
7 20 2 


Kent 
Again a slight increase in the number of reported pairs due to an increase 
in coverage for some areas, such as in Herts and Surrey. This species is 
unquestionably massively under-recorded and more records would be 
greatly welcomed, especially breeding records. Confirmed breeding 
records (number of breeding pairs in brackets), and locations recorded are given 
below. 


Rainham Marsh, seven pairs present, but status not reported. Also reported from 
Dagenham Chase. 

Bricket Wood/Common, 12 territorial males. Garston, one territorial male. 
Otterspool, four territorial males. Rye Meads (3). Also reported from Hilfield 
Park Res, Springwell reedbed and Stocker’s Lake. 

No breeding records submitted. Reported from Broadwater GP, Hampton Court 
Park, with maximum of 25 on Nov 16th; Staines Res, Trent Parke with a maximum 
of 28 on Dec 30th; and Yiewsley GP. 

Black Park and Chalfont Park, present through out the year. Also reported from 
Coldharbour Farm, Delaford Park, Denham Court, Denham Golf Course, Gladwin’s 
Wood, Juniper Wood, Kingcup Farm, Long Coppice, Oakend Wood, Oldhouse 
Wood, Rowley Farm, Shreding Green Farm, Tatling End and Wraysbury GP. 
No breeding records submitted. Reported from Bexley, Dartford Marsh, Downham, 
Hogtrough Hill, Lullingstone Lake, Ruxley GP, Sevenoaks Reserve and 
Swanscombe Marsh. 

Barwell Court Farm, one territory. Beddington SF (1), seven territories. Bookham 
Common, three territories. Nower Wood, six territories. Park Farm, Chessington, 
four territories. Also reported from Holmethorpe SP, Nunhead Cemetery, Surbiton 
and Walton Res. 


Water Rail 


Status: common but elusive winter visitor, rare breeder. 


Rallus aquaticus 


The marked increase in the second winter period of 1995, continued into 
the first winter period of this year, with a return to more normal figures 
in the second winter period. The details of birds present each month for 
the first four and last four months of the year, are given in tabular form 
below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex 13 1 4 l l 6 9 5 
Herts 33 27 11 6 l 6 10 17 
Middx 9 4 3 3 2 3 6 S 
Bucks 6 3 5 l . 2 ] 
Kent 16 11 12 8 l 6 15 
Surrey 10 13 10 ] 2 6 8 
87 59 45 19 7 23 39 51 
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There were again two confirmed breeding records this year, with birds present 
during the summer at three other sites, similar to last year’s totals. Details of the 
breeding season records and peak winter counts at each site are given below. The 
figure in brackets represent the highest counts in each of the two winter periods 
(January to April and September to December). 


Barking Bay (0:1). Berwick Ponds (3:2), three pairs bred. Dagenham Chase 
(4:3), one pair bred, with one young seen. Essex Filter Beds (1:3). Fishers Green 
(2:0). Harold Wood SF (3:1). King George V Res (0:1). Walthamstow Marsh (1:3). 
Walthamstow Res (2:1). 

Aldenham Res (2:1). Amwell GP (5:5). Bowyer’s GP (1:1). Broxbourne GP (1:0), 
with one on May 27th. Cassiobury Park (6:5). Cheshunt GP (3:1). Chess Valley 
(1:0). Croxley Hall GP (4:0). Croxley Moor (0:1). Hilfield Park Res (3:4), with 
two on May Sth and one on May 27th. Maple Lodge NR (0:1). Otterspool (1:1) 
Rye Meads (6:1). Scotsbridge Meadows (2:0), with one on July 3rd. Stocker’s 
Lake (8:4). Troy Mill GP (1:0). 

Brent Res (5:3). Broadwater GP (1:0). Bushy Park (1:1). Hampstead Heath (1:1). 
Middlesex Filter Beds (0:1). Stanwell Moor, one on May 21st. Stoke Newington 
Res (0:1). Tottenham Marsh (4:1). 

Chalfont Park (1:0). Denham, R. Colne (2:1). Horton GP (1:0). Wraysbury GP 
(21): 

Crayford Marsh (1:0). Darenth Lake (3:0). Erith Marsh (0:1). Foots Cray Meadow 
(1:1). Littlebrook Lake (3:3). Ruxley GP (7:8). Sevenoaks Reserve (3:2). Stone 
Marsh (1:0). Swanscombe Marsh (1:0). Thamesmead (1:0). 

Beddington SF (1:0). Berrylands, River Hogsmill (2:0). East Molesey, River Ember 
(1:0). Field Common GP (1:1). Holmethorpe SP (3:0). Kingston, River Hogsmill 
(1:1). Lonsdale Road Res (2:0). Molesey GP (1:0). South Norwood CP (4:2). 
Walton Res (5:6). 


Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
Status: very scarce passage migrant. 
Beddington SF, a juvenile from Sept 21st to 27th (BBR). 


This is the first record for seven years; the last record was in 1989 at Kempton 
Park Res in August. Prior to that birds were recorded in 1985 and 1988 (two). 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Status: very common breeding resident. 


Details of large counts of 30 or over, reported breeding records and Inner London 
records are given below. 


Cornmill Meadows, 31 on Dec 15th. Dagenham Chase, six pairs bred; 41 on Jan 
Ist. Essex Filter Beds, four pairs bred. Fishers Green, 50 on Jan 13th. Rainham 
Marsh, 18 pairs bred, a decline on recent years. Walthamstow Marsh, 70:on Jan 
14th, 54 on Mar 17th, 43 on Sept 15th, 38 on Oct 13th, 74 on Nov 17th and 70 
on Dec 15th. 

Aldenham Res, seven pairs bred. Amwell GP, 34 on Sept 8th. Bricket Wood, 76 
on Jan 31st. Gorhambury, 49 on Dec 19th. Hilfield Park Res, 13 territories; 
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three broods seen. Maple Lodge NR, 33 on Dec 11th. Stocker’s Lake, six pairs 
bred; 45 on Dec 15th. Verulamium Lake, four pairs bred. 

Brent Res, 47 on Jan 21st, 52 on Feb 18th, 32 on Mar 10th, 53 on Nov 17th and 
56 on Dec 15th. Hampton Court Park, two pairs bred. Kempton Park Res, four 
pairs bred. Middlesex Filter Beds, four pairs bred. Perry Oaks SE five pair bred. 
Staines Moor, 60 on Feb 14th. Stoke Newington Res, one pair bred. Wood Green 
Res, three broods seen. Inner London: Buckingham Palace, two or three pairs 
bred. Hyde Park, five pairs bred. Regent’s Park, twelve pairs bred, with 53 on 
Feb 23rd. St James’s Park, six pairs bred with 41 on Jan 21st, 38 on Feb 21st, 32 
on Mar 11th and Sept 18th, 42 on Oct 13th and 38 on Nov 17th. 

Chalfont Park, 53 on Feb 10th and 48 on Nov 17th. Denham Court, 39 on Jan 
18th. Wraysbury GP, 41 on Feb 18th, 36 on Mar 10th and 31 on Dec 15th. 
Catford, River Pool, one pair bred. Erith Marsh, 30 on Dec 13th. Greenwich 
Park, at least one pair bred. Ruxley GP, 33 on Nov 18th. 

Barwell Court Farm, three territories. Beddington SF, 22 territories (compared 
with 31 in 1995); 35 on Sept 14th. Bookham Common, five pairs bred. Cannon 
Hill Common, two pairs bred. Esher Common, three pairs bred. Holmethorpe SP, 
eight pairs bred. Kingston, River Hogsmill, three broods. Lonsdale Road Res, 
three pairs bred. Nonsuch Park, one pair bred. Nower Woods, two territories. 
Reigate Priory, two pairs bred. River Wandle, between Carshalton and Wandsworth, 
52 territories, with 17 broods; 120 on Jan 27th. Walton Res, four pairs bred. 
Wimbledon Common, four territories. Inner London: Surrey Docks, bred, but no 
details supplied. 


Coot Fulica atra 
Status: very common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


Details of peak monthly counts outside the breeding season from principal sites, 
where at least one count during the year exceeds 200, are given below in tabular 
form. Details of breeding concentrations in excess of ten pairs and Inner London 
breeding records are summarised under the county headings. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Sept Oct Nov’ Dec 


Essex King George V Res 38 35 35 - 280 400 430 580 
Walthamstow Res 415 - 289 196 410 385)" 47679247 
Herts Amwell GP 337 =p le 85 e242 2413320) 90R 407 
Hilfield Park Res 360 300 80 64 204 132 205 240 
Rye Meads SF 84 88 al 78 31° 314 2637 279 
Stocker’s Lake 144 86 . - 407 S10 474 ~ 645 
Middx Brent Res 380, 481,236, 115 > 400) \rs0t 0Ssemoas 
Broadwater GP 564 260 #109 - 430 =) SS - 
Staines Res 301 97 67 37 378290 males 93 
Stoke Newington Res 200 180 #100 =>  L85uy¢ 2050p SRA PZ8s 
Bucks Old Slade GP ZOOM aL SON ale 0 - 130 204 240 240 
Wraysbury GP 30007 270% W250 82 374 480 530 585 
Kent Ruxley GP 268. 208 152 (Ji ISON 200 RN edG eee or 
Sevenoaks Reserve 28022 126 83.- Il, 203) 212 lGs 
Surrey Beddington SF 28 45 31 44 320 308 80 38 
Thorpe Park 604 367 = 141 - = 324) Sessa 
Totals 4.303 2,837 1,794 901 4,110 5,017 5,508 5,074 


Nine nests at Wanstead Park was the highest report. Walthamstow Res, 208 on 
May 15th, 382 on July 20th and 420 on Aug Ist. 

Aldenham Res, 21 pairs bred. Amwell GP, 31 pairs bred; 220 on 23rd July 23rd — 
and 260 on Aug 13th. Hilfield Park Res 26 territories, with at least ten broods, 
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with 206 on July 21st and 202 on Aug 25th. Rye Meads, 59 pairs, producing at 
least 17 broods of 51 young. Stocker’s Lake, 23 pairs bred. Verulamium Lake, 20 
pairs bred. 

Brent Res, 470 on Aug 18th. Staines Res, 214 on June 16th, 613 on July 21st and 
609 on Aug 18th. Jnner London: Buckingham Palace, four pairs bred. Kensington 
Gardens, 64 on Nov 28th and 67 on Dec 6th. Regent’s Park, 14 pairs bred; 104 on 
Feb 23rd. St James’s Park, seven pairs bred; 50 on Feb 21st, 71 on Sept 18th and 
77 on Nov 17th. 

Old Slade GP, 20 pairs bred. Queen Mother Res, 600 on Nov 16th. Wraysbury GP, 
300 on Aug 18th. 

Ruxley GP, 12 nests. 

Beddington SF, 11 territories; 180 in June, 242 in July and 235 in August. Richmond 
Park, 200 on Jan Ist. River Wandle, between Carshalton and Morden Hall Park, 
15 territories with seven pairs raising young. Waddon Ponds, 22 pairs bred. /nner 
London: Surrey Docks, bred but no details supplied; 41 on Feb 7th. 


Crane Grus grus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


1988 record 
Addlestone, five birds flew SE on Jan 16th. 


This old record is included in the systematic list to prevent any future confusion, 
since, although it was accepted by the Surrey Bird Club, it was not felt to be 
acceptable by the LNHS Records Committee. | 


Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 
Status: localised breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


In the summer months pairs were reported along the Lower Thames at 
Barking Bay (a pair in June, and two pairs in July), Charlton (a pair 
summered), Dartford Marsh (a pair summered), Rainham Marsh (one or two 
pairs summered and possibly bred) and Thamesmead (a pair may have bred). 
Of the 85 bird/days reported from inland sites, there were 44 between March 
and May, 27 from July to August, with the remainder in January (3), February 
(1), June (3), September (4), November (1) and December (2).These clear 
spring and early autumn peaks follow the usual pattern. A summary of the 
highest counts along the Lower Thames is given, together with all records 
away from the River. Dates refer to single birds unless a higher number is 
shown in brackets. 


Aveley Bay, Rainham, May 18th. Beckton, one or two on several dates in February, 
June, July, August and September. Creekmouth, Barking, Feb 18th (2), May 3rd 
and May 21st (3). Fishers Green, Mar 28th. Hall Marsh, July 28th. King George 
V Res, Apr 9th and May 13th. Nazeing GP, Jan 31st. Rainham Marsh, Mar 23rd 
(6). Walthamstow Res, Mar 19th (2), Apr 7th (2), May 12th (3), Aug 23rd, Sept 
26th to Oct 6th and Nov 10th. West Thurrock, Mar 2nd (5). Wm Girling Res, Apr 
20th, Aug 14th (4), and Sept 7th (2). 

Hilfield Park Res, Dec 13th. Tyttenhanger GP, Mar 16th, Apr 28th, May 16th, 
July 6th and 19th, and Aug 19th. 
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Brent Res, May 4th. Queen Mary Res, Mar 23rd. Staines Res, Mar 22nd, 23rd 
and 31st, Apr 10th, 14th, 20th and 21st, and May 19th. 

Queen Mother Res, Jan 17th, Mar 9th and 23rd, Apr 21st, May 22nd and 26th (6), 
July 11th, 13th, and 27th, Aug 12th and 13th, Sept 24th and Dec 22nd. Wraysbury 
GP, Apr 14th. 

Charlton, May 30th (5), July 25th (7) 28th (5) and Aug 2nd (8). Crossness East, 
Mar 31st (5). Dartford Marsh, May 9th (5) and July 23rd (5). Erith Marsh, May 
7th (2). 

Beddington SF, Jan 31st, Mar 26th and 27th, Apr 7th, May 18th, June 8th and July 
30th. Field Common GP, June 4th (2). Island Barn Res, Apr 21st and July 21st. 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, Mar 12th and 23rd, Apr 27th (2), July 15th and 25th (4), 
Aug Ist (2), 2nd and 8th (2). Walton Res, Mar 12th, Apr 21st, 27th, May 7th. 
Inner London: River Thames at Bankside Reach, one flew E on Aug 14th (DL). 


Avocet Avocetta recurvirostra 


Status: rare breeding summer visitor, scarce but increasing migrant and winter 
visitor. 


Barking Bay, five flew upriver at high tide on July 3rd (KB). Rainham Marsh, 
singles on Jan 2nd (PS), Feb 10th (SRP), Feb 22nd and Mar 13th (PS), an adult 
and juvenile on Aug 24th (MKD) with further singles on Dec 13th and 27th 
(GH,DL,PL). Wm Girling Res, eight flew N on Sept 21st (PJV). 

Bedfont Lakes CP, one on June 2nd (CSk). Kempton Park Res, a pair bred on the 
east reservoir, where they were present from June 3rd, raising one young before 
moving to Walton Res in August (CT ef al). Perry Oaks SF, two on Apr 30th, 
increased to four on May 3rd and 6th, with three on 8th, and then a pair remaining 
until May 18th, and still present on June 2nd, before moving to Kempton Park Res 
(CL): 

Queen Mother Res, one on Oct 10th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, an adult and juvenile on Aug 22nd and 23rd (GBy, AJM, BEW 
et al) were almost certainly the birds from Kempton having arrived via Walton 
Res; singles on Nov 13th and 14th (CW,NW,RW) and Dec 11th (BEW). . 
Barn Elms Res, one on May 19th (BEBR). Beddington SF, two on Feb 28th (BBR), 
one of which bore a colour ring attached at Nordfreisland, Germany as a chick in 
1989 or 1990. Walton Res, two on Apr 28th (DMH,ML,SJS), an adult from June 
14th to 17th and on June 24th, and then on many dates between July 13th and Aug 
4th, with an adult and a juvenile from Aug Sth to 21st (mo). 


Few would have predicted the events of the summer of 1996 at Kempton Park 
Res. Further details of this amazing event are given on page 185. Winter records 
continue to increase, especially along the Lower Thames. 


Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


First reports of this summer visitor came from Amwell GP and Perry Oaks 
SF, both on Mar 16th. There were few other sightings until a more general 
arrival during the last week in March. Highest counts in spring were 20 at 
Perry Oaks SF on May 6th, and 11 at Cornmill Meads on May 19th.The following 
table summarises reports of possible or proved breeding pairs during the 
summer months. 
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Sites Pairs proved Other pairs Total 
breeding present pairs 
Essex 6 6 6 12 
Herts 5 8 2 10 
Middx 6 1] 6 17 
Bucks - - - 0 
Kent - ] 
Surrey 4 6 - 6 
Totals wp) S31 15 46 


These numbers are mostly estimates, as many records submitted give little 
indication as to whether birds are thought to be breeding or on territory. Even so it 
is still thought that numbers are well under-recorded. As usual post-breeding 
dispersal had begun by the end of June. Early July saw some of the largest flocks, 
and on July 6th there were nine at Beech Farm GP, 14 at Dagenham Chase, and 36 
at Kempton Park Res. The next day, July 7th, there were 28 at Perry Oaks SF and 
26 at Kempton Park Res. By the middle of August birds were relatively scarce, 
and the last was seen at Perry Oaks on Sept 16th. 


Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Status: localised breeder, common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


As a breeding species in the London Area, this species is at a very low ebb. 
Traditionally found in small numbers breeding along the Lower Thames marshes, 
there was only one report of a pair on territory this year, and two pairs summered 
at another site,and it now looks almost extinct at these sites. More are found at 
wetland habitats such as gravel pits, drained reservoirs and similar inland sites, 
much the same as where Little Ringed Plovers are found. At one time thought to 
be increasing and therefore providing competition with Little Ringeds, this has 
not happened. Many sites which provide good breeding habitat for the smaller 
Species are not occupied by Ringed Plovers. It is not at all clear why, but would 
repay further study. There were also very few high counts of migrants. 
In the following summary, the highest counts together with all breeding records 
are given. 


Once again, there were few counts of any note along the River Thames. What few 
there were are noted below 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
B dj - z 


Barking Bay 13 - 3 4 - 4 34 a 
Rainham Marsh 25 1S 20 - - - - - - 5 30 40 
Grays 81 - - - : = = = 3 = 2 


Few were seen inland, with highest counts of five at Cornmill Meads on May 
14th, and five at Paynes Lane GP on Apr 2nd. 

Park Street GP, two pairs were present, one pair with chicks on May 24th. There 
were no other counts exceeding two. 

Kempton Park Res, two pairs bred, raising at least five chicks. Perry Oaks SF, 
there were seven pairs on territory on June 8th, and at least four broods seen. 
Stanwell Moor GP, a pair were present all summer. Stockley Park, two pairs were 
on territory, one bird seen on a nest, but no young seen. There were few high 
counts of migrants. The largest were 16 at Perry Oaks SF on May 18th, 17 on Aug 
26th and 12 at Wraysbury Res on Sept 9th. 

Charlton, two pairs summered along the Thames between May and July.Crayford 
Marsh, a pair was reported on territory on May 7th. At Dartford Marsh, monthly 
maxima are shown in the following table. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Dartford Marsh 21 1] 2 2 2 - - 150 50 90 22 60 


Other counts along the Thames included 19 at Stone Marsh on Jan 7th, at 
Swanscombe Marsh, 27 on Sept 23rd and 25 on Oct 12th, and at Thamesmead, 28 
on Jan 31st. 

Three main sites produced the majority of the records. These are shown in the 
following table which gives monthly maxima for each locality. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Beddington SF - - ] 2 2 - 1 22 3 2 - - 
Queen Elizabeth II Res” - - 3 3 1 - 2 5) 3 - = = 
Walton Res - - 1 4 12 1 - 4 = = - = 


At Walton Res, the highest spring count was on May 18th and 19th. Good numbers 
were present at Beddington in August, reaching a peak on 15th. 


Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 


Status: regular winter visitor to parts of the Area, scarce winter visitor and passage 
migrant elsewhere. 


The highest counts came as usual from the non-urban outskirts of Essex and 
Herts during the winter months, although there were records from every month of 
the year except June. Last reported in the spring were 23 at Coursers Lane Fields 
on the rather late date of May 23rd, but most had gone by early April. An equally 
early migrant was one at Fairlop on July 19th. Also of note was the flock of 120 
which flew W over Walthamstow Res on Aug 1 Ith. Flocks of this size hardly ever 
appear in the London Area before October. A summary of all sites holding flocks 
of 100 or more at some time during the year is shown in the table below. Away 
from Essex and Herts records were far more sporadic, and are outlined under 
counties. There were several movements of birds flying over, but no real evidence 
of any cold weather movements. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr — (Oct Nove Dec 

Essex — Berwick Ponds 300 - - - - - - 
Collier Row 50 100 - - - 20 10 
Dagenham Chase 500 - 11 - 45 89 750 

Fairlop 1000 1000 - = sy 200 SOO SE S00 
Netherhall GP 360 - - - - - 25 

Ongar - - - 200 - - - 

Romford 100 1000 - - - - 2000 

Herts Bell Lane Fields - - - - 500 - - 
Broad Colney - - - - 500 - - 

Coursers Lane Fields 2000 600 - 12 is 450 1500 

Maple Cross 11 - 102 - 5 &) - 
Salisbury Hall Farm - 980 - - - - - 
Smallford GP - - - - - - 240 
Symondshyde Farm - - - - - 260 360 
Tyttenhanger GP - 209 1000 500 70 20 14 


Brent Res, 14 flew SE on Dec 28th. Bushy Park, two on Mar 1 1th and one on 18th. 
King George VI Res, two on Jan 20th, one on Sept 2nd and nine on Nov 16th. 
Perry Oaks SE, one on Mar 24th. Staines Moor, 20 on Feb 4th. Staines Res, up to 
15 flying over in January, two on Feb 28th, nine on Mar 10th and up to 18 (on Dec 
7th) on the drained north basin in November and December. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 
four on Mar 11th. Wraysbury Res, three on Sept 13th, and up to three in October. 
Charlton, one flew N on July 25th. Dartford Marsh, two on Jan 6th, one on Feb 
29th, 35 on Mar 30th, three on Oct 20th, two on Nov 16th, ten on Dec 10th, and 
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41 on Dec 18th. Polhill, one on Dec 20th. Swanscombe Marsh, one on Jan 27th. 
Wilmington, 31 on Dec 27th. 

Apps Court GP, three on Mar 24th. Beddington SF, regularly reported in small 
numbers at the beginning of the year, mostly flying over, with highest counts of 
six on Jan 1 1th and Feb 9th, 35 on Mar 21st and 34 on 23rd, one on May 12th; also 
one on Dec 8th and two on Dec 21st. Field Common GP, one flew W on Oct Sth. 
Holmethorpe SP, on six dates in January including 37 flying E on Jan Ist, and 
one on Dec 18th. Limpsfield Chart, one flew NW on Mar 10th. Molesey GP, one 
on Jan 7th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one from Sept 14th to 18th. Walton Res, one 
on Jan 7th. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers and scarce winter visitor. 


Exceptional numbers were on the Lower Thames in the first two months of the 
year. On Jan 27th there were 31 between Crayford Ness and Stone (including 
Dartford) and six at Swanscombe Marsh (a total of 31). On Feb 22nd 58 flew past 
Rainham Marsh in both directions. This count is the highest ever recorded along 
the River within the London Area boundary, and generally numbers were at their 
highest level since the winter of 1991/92. January in particular also saw many 
more at inland sites than is usual, probably related to the cold weather during the 
month. In contrast, relatively few were seen in the usual passage months. The 
count of 12 at Sevenoaks on the last day of the year was also noteworthy. Records 
from the Lower Thames are tabulated below, with monthly maxima given for each 
site, including some already mentioned above. Other sightings are shown 
individually under counties. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
3 - - . | - - - - . - 


Barking - 

Grays 10 - . - - - - 
Rainham Marsh 3 58 3 - 1 - - - 4 4 3 2 
Dartford Marsh De 30 3 - 2 - - 1 4 7 1 2) 
Erith Reach ] - - - - - - - - - - 
Swanscombe/Dartford 18 

Swanscombe Marsh 6 

Thamesmead 10 


Fairlop Lake, one on May 18th. Walthamstow Res, singles on Jan 7th, June 2nd 
and Sept 22nd. Wm Girling Res, singles on Sept 6th, 7th and 16th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, one from Jan 27th to Feb 6th. 

Kempton Park Res, one on Apr 9th. King George VI Res, three on Jan 6th and two 
on Jan 10th. Queen Mary Res, 11 flew SW on Oct 13th. Staines Res, singles on 
Jan 4th, Jan 30th, May 19th and Aug 9th. Stanwell Moor, one on May 3rd. Trent 
Park, one on Sept 21st. Wraysbury Res, one on Oct 12th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 30th, two on Mar 25th, singles on Aug 31st and 
Oct 15th, two on Oct 22nd and one on Oct 23rd. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, 12 on Dec 31st. 

Barn Elms Res, one on May 5th. Beddington SF, singles on Jan 3rd, 26th, two on 
28th, singles on 29th and 30th, Feb 9th, May 14th, June 2nd, Sept 5th, 16th, 18th, 
21st to 22nd, two from 23rd to 27th, singles on Dec 13th and 31st. Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, singles on Apr 16th, May 6th and May 12th, two on May 14th, two from 
Sept 20th to 22nd (also seen at Molesey GP on 22nd) and one on Oct 9th. Walton 
Res, one on May 19th and three on May 21st. 
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Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Status: widespread breeding species, common winter visitor and passage migrant 


During the breeding season about 115 pairs were reported as displaying or on 
territory. Although possibly not well reported, this does suggest a decline compared 
to recent years. At Beddington SF, for instance there were only three territories, 
compared to 11 in 1995. Also significant was the fact that at no site were more 
than ten pairs reported as being present. Whatever the situation, observers are 
asked to monitor this species carefully, and submit all breeding records. Any 
comments about its status as a breeding bird would also be welcome. Outside the 
breeding season it is still very widespread and numerous. Many sites reported 
overflying flocks on various dates during the year, but numbers were generally 
small, with little to suggest any concentrated movements in response to cold 
weather. Perhaps some of the large flocks that have been a feature of recent winters 
were not quite so widespread. Details of the largest of these, together with all 
Inner London records, are given below. 


Dagenham Chase, 2,500 on Dec 20th. Rainham Marsh, up to 2,000 in January 
with 1,000 in February, March and November. Romford, 1,000 on Feb 17th and 
Dec 23rd. ‘ 
Coursers Lane Fields, 2,000 on Jan 13th and 15th. Tyttenhanger GP, 2,000+ on 
Jan 20th. West Hyde, 1,150 on Nov 3rd. Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross, up to 
1,500 in January, 2,000 in February, and 1,500 in March. 

Shepperton, 750 on Mar 8th and Dec 5th. Staines Res, 700 on Dec 6th. Inner London: 
Kensington Gardens, five on July 8th (RFS). Regent’s Park, four on Jan Ist, three on 
Jan 15th, three on July 17th, one on Nov 8th and five on Nov 23rd (ARD,DJ). 

ithe ea; 35510m EebalSth: 

Dartford Marsh, 2,000 on Nov 13th and 2,500 on Dec 18th. Polhill, 1,370 on Nov 
2nd and 3,400 on Dec 20th. 

Beddington SF, 1,000 flew E on Mar 5th. Holmethorpe SP, 3,000 on Jan 10th and 
14th, and 1,500 on Dec 22nd. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 1,072 on Jan 13th and 
1,130 on Dec 19th.. 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea PS, two on Dec Ist. Battersea Park, one on Feb 6th, two 
on Oct 24th. 


Knot ; Calidris canutus 
Status: passage migrant in small numbers, with occasional winter records. 


Rainham Marsh, nine on Mar 2nd (MKD). Wm Girling Res, singles on Jan 20th 
and Nov 16th (PJV). 

Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Sept 23rd (MI) and Nov 10th (MCB,SP). 

Staines Res, one seen intermittently on many dates between Nov 18th (ASS) and 
Dec 15th (mo). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Dec 11th and 12th (JAS), presumably the same as in 
Middx (see above). 

Dartford Marsh, two on Sept 25th, and two again on Nov 16th (DW). 
Beddington SF, singles flew over on Jan 26th and Dec 19th (BBR). River Thames, 
one on the foreshore near Hammersmith by the Ship Public House on Dec 14th 
(NA). 
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A slightly unusual pattern of occurrence this year, with a few at the beginning of 
the year, one flock of nine in early March, but a complete lack of spring records 
and only two in September. By way of contrast, there were seven records in the 
last two months of the year. 


Sanderling Calidris alba 
Status: regular passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in winter. 


Walthamstow Res, one on Sept 15th (PL). Wm Girling Res, two on May 19th and 
one on Aug 14th (PJV). 

Amwell GP, one on Dec 8th (MI). Hilfield Park Res, one on the dam on May 12th 
(BC, GCE). Tyttenhanger GP, one on Feb 4th (MCB,RRD et al), two on May 10th 
(LM) and one on May 19th (MCB,GSE,LM). 

Kempton Park Res, one on May 20th (KLP). Queen Mary Res, singles on Jan 4th 
(CL), Apr 28th and Sept 7th (DJM). Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 21st 
(AVM,DJM,PN). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 6th md 7th (JAS) and Apr 21st (PN,JAS), two on 
May 13th, 15th and 16th, three on July 25th, and then singles on July 30th, Aug 
6th, Aug 24th to 30th and Sept 18th (JAS). 

Crossness, one on Jan 22nd and 25th (DM). Dartford Marsh, singles on July 25th 
(GBy,DMr) and Aug 12th , six on Aug 25th (DW et al), three on Aug 26th 
(DMr,BEW), two on Aug-27th (DW) and one on Sept 13th (AJM). 

Beddington SF, one on May 16th (BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on Jan 
19th, May 10th, and May 14th (DMH), a juvenile on Aug 24th which was joined 
by an adult from Aug 25th to 27th (DMH,SJS). 


Records as usual can be neatly divided into three categories of winter, spring and 
autumn. There were six reports in the winter months, which is more than usual, 
though all the records in January at west London reservoirs could relate to one 
mobile bird. Spring passage was fairly meagre, with only ones and twos between 
Apr 21st and May 20th in stark contrast to some of the relative invasions of recent 
years. A total of only 17 bird/days speaks for itself. Autumn was much better, and 
a total of 31 bird/days from July 25th to Sept 21st is a good total for this time of 
year. The majority of these appeared in August, especially around Aug 24th and 
25th. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta 
Status: passage migrant in variable, but usually small numbers, rare in winter. 


There were no records in the first half of the year, and only a few in July and 
August. This gave little hint of what was to come. September brought a massive 
invasion of Little Stints to southern Britain, with record numbers for the London 
Area. Although an annual migrant in London, most are in autumn and numbers 
can vary enormously from year to year, and flocks of more than ten birds are 
decidedly few and far between, and then only at one or two favoured sites in the 
best years. This year the London record was breached at Wraysbury Res where 
totals slowly climbed to an impressive 76 on 24th (a good total even for a prime 
east coast marsh), elsewhere the next highest count was at Beddington SF with 48 
on 23rd. The previous highest counts were at Rainham Marsh in 1978 where 
there were 50 on Sept 9th and 17th, but only a few other counts have exceeded 
30. Counts in September 1996 are shown in full in the table below which gives 
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all localities and dates after 8th (none was reported between Ist and 7th). The 
extent of the influx can be seen quite clearly. By 14th, there was a widespread 
arrival, and momentum gathered quickly, the highest numbers being recorded 
between Sept 21st and 26th. Numbers dropped rapidly thereafter, but birds were 
still present at several sites throughout October, and more surprisingly, November. 
At least one bird remained at Dartford Marsh until Dec 11th. In the west, one of 
the birds remaining at Queen Mother Res at the end of November seems to have 
then done a tour of the west London reservoirs, moving on to Staines, then Queen 
Elizabeth II in Surrey, ending up at Island Barn on the last day of the year. 


The bulk of the year’s records were in September. These are shown in full in the 
table below. 
8) 9 TOR 2) 1BYT4 15 16 1718 19 
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Totals 10 10 10 6 0 10 30 30 32 12 20 16 35 64103 80142 148122 90 62 53 
To complete the picture, records in other all other months are given below. 


Cornmill Meads, one on Oct 3rd. Hall Marsh, two on Oct 2nd. 

Tyttenhanger GP, three on Oct Ist, one on Oct 19th and 20th. 

Staines Res, one on Oct 6th, and one on Nov 29th, Dec Ist, 7th and 8th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Aug 24th, four from Oct 8th to 10th, three on 1 1th and 
12th, then two between Oct 20th and 26th, one on Oct 30th, two on Nov Ist and 
one remaining until Nov 24th. 

Dartford Marsh, one on July 24th and 25th, one or two reported on many dates in 
October, then one on Nov 8th, two on 9th, one on 23rd and again on Dec 11th. 
Beddington SE, in October three on 2nd, seven on 3rd and 4th, five on 5th, eight 
on 15th and one on Oct 26th until 29th. Hogsmill SF, three from Oct Ist to 4th. 
Island Barn Res, one from Dec 29th to 31st. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Oct 
2nd and Sth, and one intermittently from Dec 8th to 28th. 


Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos 
Status: rare passage migrant, usually in autumn 


Kempton Park Res, a female on June Ist (AVM,PN et ai). 
Dartford Marsh, one at the mouth of the River Darenth for half an hour on July 
23rd (DW). 
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The only previous spring record of this species in the London Area was at 
Beddington SF from May 12th to 14th 1989, so the Kempton Park bird was a 
surprise; it was also the first ever in June. There have been a few previous July 
records, although the vast majority of autumn birds have occurred in September. 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers, most regular in autumn. 


Barking Bay, two on Oct 5th (KB,AAB,SRP). 

Tyttenhanger GP, two on May 6th were in summer plumage (RFr,TSh) and two 
on Aug 8th (DB). 

Perry Oaks SE, five on Sept 16th (CL). Wraysbury Res, in September reported on 
9th, 10th, 1 1th, 13th, 14th, 15th,16th, 21st (one), 22nd (two), 24th, 25th, 26th (three) 
27th (one), 28th (four), and 29th (three) (FRC,CL,AVM,DJM,PN). 

Dartford Marsh, singles in September from 10th to 13th (DW et al) on 25th and 
26th (AJM), and Oct 6th (DMr). 

Beddington SF, one on Aug 23rd, three on Sept 19th and 24th (BBR). Hogsmill 
SF, one on Sept 21st and 22nd (JGe,SJS,HV). Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on 
Sept 25th (DMH). 


All but one record during the autumn, and mostly at the same time as the influx of 
Little Stints, but in far fewer numbers. This classic migrant usually only appears 
at the best wader spots in the Area and usually only in fairly small numbers. We 
are well due for another good year. 


Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Over the last few years, numbers wintering along the Lower Thames have remained 
static at a relatively low level, with the highest counts from Rainham and Dartford 
Marsh.This year the largest flock was seen roosting on old jetties on the River at 
Dagenham by the Ford plant, on one date only in December. Monthly maxima 
during the year along the Thames is shown in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov _ Dec 
Barking Bay/Marsh 575 318 405 20 - - - - - - 200 - 


Beckton 200 - - = - = 20 3 
Creekmouth, Barking = = 2 = : : : E a a a349 
Dagenham (Fords) - = = - = b 3 : 2 x - 4000 
Rainham Marsh 1500 3000 650 - - - - - - 5 500 2000 
Charlton 3 50 27 - - - 4 - - - 9 42 
Crossness East 470 - - - 2 - 2 5 y a i! 
Dartford Marsh 540 900 725 30 - 1 7 7 10 600 1000 1000 
Erith Reach 775 - - = = 2 a = - E 2 ic 
Stone Marsh 200 


Swanscombe/Dartford 900 
Swanscombe Marsh 445 
Woolwich - 


20'\ 24418 

At sites away from the River, there were the usual large number of records of 
small numbers of birds at many sites on just one or two dates. In the Staines Area 
there were the usual small flocks present at both ends of the year, but they were 
very mobile, and are likely to be the same birds in the Walton Area, where counts 
were very similar. Migrants in spring and autumn were only seen in relatively 
small numbers. The following summary gives the more notable counts in each 
sector. 
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Tyttenhanger GP, eight on Sept 8th. 

Kempton Park Res, five on Mar 15th. King George VI Res, 17 on Jan 13th and 24 
on Feb 3rd. Perry Oaks SF, six on Apr 13th and May 18th. Queen Mary Res, 19 on 
Jan 26th. Shepperton, 20 on Mar 8th. Staines Moor, 14 on Jan Ist and 27 on Feb 
3rd. Staines Res, 74 on Jan 4th, 27 on Mar 18th, 11 on Apr 20th, 95 on Nov 30th 
(after north basin drainage), and 100 on Dec 6th. Wraysbury Res, 20 on Sept 9th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Jan 18th (ARD). 

Horton GP, four on Feb 2nd. Queen Mother Res, 15 on Nov 2nd. Thorney CP, 
three on Dec 31st. 

Barn Elms Res, five on May 19th. Beddington SF, nine on Oct 1 Sth. Island Barn 
Res, 21 on Dec 21st, and 26 on Dec 27th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 61 on Jan 14th, 
70 on Dec 16th, and 108 on Dec 19th. Walton Res, 25 on Jan 20th and ten on 
Mar 22nd. 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Status: regular passage migrant, but decreasing winter visitor. 


As a winter visitor to the London Area, this species still just about qualifies. Records 
in the winter months are shown in the table below, and remain at a very low level. 
Birds at Rainham Marsh were seen on only a few dates in January and one in 
December; all the other records relate to birds moving around a small area, using 
the Walton/Kempton area at the beginning of the year, and Staines Res which was 
drained in the last two months. 


Jan Feb Nov Dec 
Essex Rainham Marsh 4 - - 1 
Middx Kempton Park Res 5 - - 
Staines Res 1 - 2 4 
Surrey Island Barn Res 1 3 - 
Queen Elizabeth II Res 1 4 
Walton Res y - 


More numerous and widespread as a passage migrant, although numbers were 
unexceptional both in spring and autumn. Most birds in the spring were found between 
mid-March and mid-April, but no count exceeded six. Some could refer to lingering 
winter visitors. Many records in the autumn as is usual, but seven was the largest 
flock. In the following county summary, all sites of occurrence are given. 


Barking Bay, one on Sept 20th. Cornmill Meads, singles on May 18th and Aug 
19th, and two between Sept 20th and 23rd. Fairlop Lake and Plain, one on Sept 
8th. Hall Marsh, two on Sept 21st. Wm Girling Res, in September, one on 14th, 
two on 16th, three 21st to 22nd and one from 24th to 27th. 

Tyttenhanger GP, two on Aug 28th,one on Sept Ist, and another from Sept 3rd to 
19th, with two on the last date. 

Kempton Park Res, four on Mar 27th and one on Oct 19th. Perry Oaks SEF, up to 
three in July from 18th to Aug 3rd, then again from Aug 26th, with six on Aug 
31st, seven on Sept Ist, and then two or three during the rest of September, with 
the final two on Oct 9th. Shepperton, three in a field near the M3 motorway on 
Mar 3rd and 8th, probably related to the wintering records in the Walton area. 
Staines Res, two on Aug 3 Ist and one on Oct 30th. Wraysbury Res, present between 
Sept 7th and 29th, with four on 8th and 9th, and five on 28th. 

Old Slade GP, one on July 16th. Queen Mother Res, singles on Aug 14th and on 
Aug 28th and 29th, six on Sept 9th. 


Kent 
Surrey 


0518 


Essex 


Herts 


Middx 
Bucks 


Kent 


Surrey 


0519 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1996 79 


Dartford Marsh, two on Apr 4th. 

Beddington SF, two on Apr 7th, six on Apr 16th; in autumn, present between Aug 
7th and Sept 27th, with maximum counts of six on Aug 7th and four on Sept 2nd. 
Island Barn Res, one on Sept 20th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, six on Sept 9th, one 
from 15th and 18th. Walton Res, three on Mar 13th, then six between Mar 18th 
and 23rd, and three from Apr 2nd to 4th and two on 5th, with one on May 13th to 
17th. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Status: widespread but elusive winter visitor and passage migrant. 


All sites of occurrence during the year are shown. Dates refer to single birds, 
unless followed by a higher count in brackets. At the beginning of the year there 
was a very large count of eight in Surrey on New Year’s Day, followed by 12 (nine 
together) at Swanscombe Marsh on Jan 28th, which proved to be easily the largest 
flocks of the whole year (no other record was of more than three). The species 
proved to be quite widespread in the first four months,with a very late record in 
Herts on May 10th. In the autumn, first reported on Sept 20th, but only 13 localities 
reported the species before the end of December. 


Chingford Plain, Feb 2nd. Cornmill Meads, Apr 4th. Dagenham Chase, Oct | 1th 
and Dec 29th. Dagenham Corridor, Jan 28th to Feb 23rd. Essex Filter Beds, Mar 
24th and 3 Ist. Fairlop Lake/Plain, Jan 13th to Feb 4th and Mar 21st (2), 24th and 
26th. Rainham Marsh, Jan 20th and Feb 3rd. Sewardstone, Apr 14th (3). 
Walthamstow Marsh, Jan 7th. West Thurrock, Jan Ist (3). 

Amwell GP, Jan Ist, Feb 23rd, Mar 31st to Apr 2nd (2), 12th (3), 17th, 22nd (2) 
and May 10th; Sept 26th to Oct 3rd (2). Bowyer’s GP, Jan 6th and 7th. Broxbourne 
GP, Nov 24th and Dec 26th. Chess Valley, Mar 10th. Hilfield Park Res, Oct 19th. 
Rye House Marsh, Oct 13th, 23rd (3) and Nov 15th (3). Rye Meads, Jan 7th, Feb 
10th, Mar 31st, Apr 18th and Oct 19th. Troy Mill GP, Jan 17th to Feb 2nd. 
Tyttenhanger GP, Jan 18th (3), and Jan 21st to Mar 22nd. Watford Link Road, Dec 
21st and 22nd. 

Alexandra Park, Nov 14th. Brent Res, Dec 24th. Coldfall Wood, Mar 14th. 
Hounslow Heath, Jan 10th (3), Feb 17th, 23rd, 27th, Mar 7th and Apr 25th. 
Horton GP, Jan 20th and Mar 23rd (2). River Misbourne at Oakend Wood, Dec 
31st. Tilehouse GP, Feb 2nd. Wraysbury GP, Mar 16th. 

Dartford Marsh, Dec 2nd and 3rd. Littlebrook Lake, Jan 30th and 31st. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, Jan Ist and Feb 3rd (3), Nov 16th, Dec 15th and 31st (2). Swanscombe 
Marsh, Jan 7th and 10th, Jan 28th (12) and Apr 6th. Thamesmead, Oct 29th. 
Beddington SF, Jan 27th to Apr 2nd and Sept 26th to Oct 8th. Ham Lands, Dec 
24th. Hersham GP, Jan 12th and 13th, Feb 21st (2) and Mar 24th. Holmethorpe 
SP, Jan Ist (8), rest of January and February (2 or 3), Mar 13th, and Apr 12th. 
Island Barn Res, Nov 15th. Molesey GP, Sept 20th. River Hogsmill at Berrylands, 
Mar 12th. South Norwood CP, Jan 6th to Mar Ist, and until Mar 27th (up to 2). 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant, scarce breeder. 


In the following summary, the highest winter and passage counts are given togther 
with all breeding season records and also two sightings in Inner London. There 
were remarkably few high counts in the winter months and many sites had their 
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peak counts in March and in the autumn, which suggests that migrants were 
involved. Certainly there seems to have been a small influx on Mar 23rd. The 
largest count was however in Kent in November. At all the localities with breeding 
season records, it seems unlikely that any pairs bred. 


Cornmill Meads, 23 on Sept 22nd. Dagenham Chase, 20 on Jan 11th, Feb 7th, and 
Mar 23rd; up to three birds displaying in April. Hall Marsh, 40 on Oct 26th. 
Rainham Marsh, 60 on Jan 27th; a pair during April and May. 

Amwell GP, 48 on Jan 19th; one bird summered. Otterspool, 20 on Apr Sth. Rye 
Meads, 81 on Mar 23rd; a pair summered and there were three on June 14th. 
Tyttenhanger GP, 17 on Mar 19th; one displaying on Apr Sth. 

Bedfont Lakes, 19 on Mar Ist. Perry Oaks SF, 45 on Sept 28th and Oct 12th. 
Shepperton, 20 on Mar 8th. Stanwell Moor GP, 22 on Mar 23rd. Jnner London: 
Regent’s Park, two on Mar 11th (ARD,DJ) and one on Apr 2nd (ARD). 
Wraysbury GP, 17 on Mar 2nd. 

Dartford Marsh, 100 on Nov 9th. Littlebrook Lake, one on May 10th. Swanscombe 
Marsh, 30 on Jan 10th. 

Beddington SE, 35 in March and 40 on Sept 4th; one in May and June. Hersham 
GP, 40 on Jan 13th. Hogsmill SF, 50 on Jan 13th. Holmethorpe SP, 60 on Jan 27th, 
30 on Feb 4th, 25 on Dec 29th. 


Great Snipe Gallinago media 


Status: rare vagrant. ie ah ih a Fy 4 





Rye Meads Meadows, one on Sept 30th and Oct Ist (RMRG ef al). 


Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee, the 6th record for the London 
Area, and undoubtedly the best wader of the year. Previous records have been in 
June (one), September (two), and December/January (two), and include one before 
at Rye Meads on Dec 26th, 1959. Inhabiting a large, grassy meadow, it gave good 
views to the assembled masses during its slow fly-past on both days, with its 
smaller cousin also in the air at the same time for comparison. It was a record 
autumn for this rarity in Britain, some 15 birds being reported during the month of 
September. 
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Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Status: localised breeding species, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Outside the breeding season, the total number of birds seen is shown in the following 
table on a month by month basis. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
15 6 19 4 - 6 19 


The vast majority of sightings were of single birds, but two birds were seen together 
on three dates, twice in March, and once in December. The small influx that was 
noticeable during the last few days of 1995 during cold and frosty weather was 
particularly evident on New Year’s Day, when seven birds were seen. Spring 
migrants again showed well in March, spilling over into early April. A sighting 
in Inner London in July was somewhat unusual (see below), but the late autumn 
arrival of continental winter visitors has always produced records in central London 
as disorientated night flyers seem to turn up amongst the concrete on a very 
regular basis, and there were several more examples this year. With 
much snow in the final month of the year, December produced an abundance of 
sightings. 


All records of birds present during the breeding season, as well as all Inner London 
records, are given below. 


Connaught Water, one roding in June. Epping Forest, two roding at Long Running 
and another two at Jack Hill. Ongar Park Wood, up to two roding in June. Thorndon 
Park, one bird roding. 

Broxbourne Woods, two roding on many dates between May and July. Wormley 
Wood, one roding on May 27th. 

Stanmore Common, two roding in April and May. Inner London: Holborn, WC2, 
one flying over the rooftops at 08.15 hrs on Oct 31st (LBO). Kensington Gardens, 
one flew S on July 8th (RFS). Lawford Road, NWS, one in the observer’s garden 
on Mar 28th (DR). Nat West Tower, Bishopsgate, EC2, one picked up dead on 
Oct 25th. Regent’s Park, singles on Jan 10th and Nov 13th (ARD,DJ). St Paul’s, 
EC4, one was found dead on Oct 26th (per MAH). 

Bookham Common, one roding from March to June. Epsom Common, one roding 
on May 30th. Limpsfield Chart, up to two roding from May to July. 


1995 Additional Record 
Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Mar 12th (BM). 


Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Status: passage migrant in highly variable numbers; less common in winter. 


Barking Bay, three on July 8th (PJV). Creekmouth, Barking, one on May 10th 
(JA). Rainham Marsh, one on Feb 8th, 10th and 21st (SRP,PS) and one on Aug 
4th (SRP). Walthamstow Res, one flew S on Mar 10th (PL) and 14 flew S on Aug 
24th (DL). 

Rye Meads, two on Aug 18th (RMRG). Tyttenhanger GP, six on July 6th (MCB, 
GSE,LM), one on July 29th (MI), eight on Aug 14th, and one on Aug 15th 
(MCB,GSE,LM). 

Staines Moor, one on Feb 3rd (ASS). Staines Res, one flew N on Jan Ist (ASS), 
5 flew E on July 9th (DJM), five flew SE on July 27th (CL,AVM,PN), four 
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flew NW on July 31st (DJM), and one on Novy 26th (ASS). Stanwell Moor GP, 
one on Apr 7th (FRC). 

Charlton, River Thames, 11 on July 14th (DM). Dartford Marsh, two on Mar 
28th (GBy), 11 on June 30th (GBy,DMr,DW), singles on July 23rd (BEW) and 
30th (DW), ten on Aug 4th (BEW), one on Aug 7th and 8th (DW,BEW) three on 
15th (GBy,DW), and one on Sept 11th and 12th (BEW). Sevenoaks Reserve, 
one reported on many dates between Nov 30th and Dec 28th, with two present 
from Dec 14th to 23rd (MC,JRP,SRPy,TT). 

Beddington SF, singles on Mar 24th and Apr 2nd, four on Apr 20th, and further 
singles on May 3rd and June 12th, and 14 on June 29th (BBR). Walton Res, one 
on May 3rd (JSWr), three on July 14th (SJS), 14 on Aug 16th and 17th which 
were all juveniles (DMH,ML,SJS), 13 on Aug 19th, nine on 22nd and 23rd, 
seven on 24th, two on 25th and four on 27th; in September there were six on Sept 


21st and 22nd, and one from 25th to 27th (DMH,NJM). 


Winter records seem to becoming more and more frequent. Very widespread again 
in the late summer and autumn, with the first large flock appearing on June 29th 
and a further eight parties of ten or more between then and Aug 24th, passage 
continuing well into September. 


Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica 
Status: passage migrant in variable numbers; scarce in winter. 


Rainham Marsh, one on Mar 20th (PS). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one flew over on Feb 3rd (MCB). Verulamium Lake, one on 
Apr 15th (JT7r). 

Staines Moor, one on Jan 3rd (per CL). Staines Res, one on Nov 29th (ASS). 
Dartford Marsh, two on Jan 27th (SJG), four on Jan 28th (DM), one on Apr 23rd 
(CW,NW,RW) and two in summer plumage on July 23rd (DW). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 7th (BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, 25 on Apr 23rd 
(DMH). 


A few more winter records than is normal, and a large flock in Surrey in April, but 
the complete absence thereafter in spring was surprising; this time of year 
normally produces the bulk of the sightings in the London Area. The lowest 
number of records for many years. 


Whimbrel | Numenius phaeopus 
Status: regular passage migrant. 


All records are given; counts of more than single birds are given in brackets after 
the date of the sighting. 


Hall Marsh, Apr 14th. King George V Res, Apr 23rd (9). Rainham Marsh, Apr 
17th (2), 28th (3), May 3rd (2), 4th (8), 6th (2), 12th (6) and 18th (3), Aug 25th 
(7). Romford, Mar 17th. Sewardstone, Apr 23rd (9). Walthamstow Res, Aug 10th. 
Wm Girling Res, July 3 Ist. 

Bowyers GP, Apr 24th. Hilfield Park Res, Apr 21st (2), 23rd and May 1 1th (4). 
Stocker’s Lake, Apr 18th. Tyttenhanger GP, Apr 19th. 

Brent Res, May 10th. Broadwater GP, Apr 11th. Downe Barns Farm, Apr 26th 
(5). Hampstead Heath, July 15th. Hounslow Heath, May 11th (4). Staines Res, 
Apr 16th, 20th, 21st and 24th, Aug 7th (3) and 10th. Stanwell Moor, May 12th. 
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Queen Mother Res, May Ist. Wraysbury GP, Apr 20th. 

Dartford Marsh, Apr 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, May 3rd, 9th, 11th, 13th and 20th, 
July 17th, 18th (2), 19th (2), 23rd, 25th, 26th and 28th, Aug 4th (2), 17th (2) and 
21st. Littlebrook PS, Aug 21st. Ruxley GP, Aug 25th. Swanscombe Marsh, May 
18th (2) and July 22nd. Thamesmead, Apr 22nd (3) and July 21st. 

Beddington SF, Apr 16th, 18th, 19th (3), 20th, 22nd, 23rd (4), 28th (2) and Aug 
6th (11). Holmethorpe SP, Apr 21st. Island Barn Res, Apr 25th. Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, Apr 22nd (2), 23rd (5), 27th, 30th, May 3rd and 14th (12), July 17th and 
Aug 7th (2). Walton Res, May 9th (2). Walton-on-Thames, May 13th. 


As usual very regular in the spring, with the sites that are covered daily producing 
records day after day at the right time. This year, apart from yet another early bird 
in March (at Romford on 17th), all birds passed through between Apr 11th and 
May 20th with records well spaced out during this period. A total of 123 birds 
were seen, with the largest flock being 12. Far fewer were seen on the return 
passage, with about 42 birds between July 17th and Aug 25th, a typically early 
autumn set of dates. 


Curlew Numenius arquata 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant. 


There were numerous sightings of small numbers along the Lower Thames, 
especially during the winter months. These are summarised in the following table, 
in which the highest counts in each month are given: 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Rainham Marsh 2 2 l - : | & 2 3 3 | 
West Thurrock - = = = 2 5 = L X E 
Charlton - - - - - 2 2 - 2 
Crayford Marsh - - l = : : = : z 
Crossness East 


1 WWwNs ' 1 ' 
i) 
() oS She & Weal 


Dartford Marsh 5 3 4 - - 1 ] - ] 
Greenhithe - - - - - - - - - 
Swanscombe Marsh 6 - 
Thamesmead - 1 | 


Away from the Thames there were also widespread sightings in every month of 
the year. Records were far too numerous to list individually, and are summarised 
in the following table. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 


Sightings 7 7 16 17 6 7 6 15 13 | l 10 
Total birds 10 25 23 5] 6 7! 9 21 26 l l 12 


Both spring and autumn passages, in March and April, and August and September, 
show up well in the table. There was also plenty of midsummer sightings as 
usual, and good numbers in both winter periods. The February total is distorted 
somewhat by several sightings of up to six birds which seemed to be lingering in 
the Staines Moor area of Middlesex. Likewise there were several sightings of 
three or four birds at Staines Moor and Wraysbury Res in August and September 
which suggest some duplication. Counts of four or more birds and all Inner London 
records are given in more detail below. The vast majority of the other sightings 
were of single birds flying over. 


Nazeing GP, 24 flew NE on Apr 12th were also seen in Herts. West Thurrock, 
five on July 18th). 
Broxbourne GP, 24 flew over on Apr 12th. 
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Staines Moor, six on Feb 3rd, four on 11th, five on 14th and 16th and four on 
Aug 31st. Wraysbury Res, four on Sept 8th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles 
on Jan 11th and June 27th (ARD, DJ). 

Wraysbury GP, four on July 6th. 

Dartford Marsh, five on several dates in January, four during March, and also on 
Dec 18th. 

Elmbridge Leisure Centre, eight flew E on Apr 24th. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Status: scarce passage migrant. 


Dagenham Chase, one on July 8th (KB). Rainham Marsh, one on May 18th (DM/). 
Tyttenhanger GP, singles on Apr 20th (MWe), July Ist (CH), Aug 14th (CH), and 
then three from Sept Ist to 4th (SP ef al), an adult and juvenile remaining until 
18th, the juvenile until 21st (MCB,CH,LM). 

Queen Mary Res, one on Sept 14th (DJM). Wraysbury Res, one on Sept 28th 
(GE): ; 

Beddington SFE, two juveniles from Aug 30th to Sept 4th, one until 5th (BBR). 


This species remains a scarce passage migrant throughout the Area, but August 
and September are usually the best months. The series of records from Tyttenhanger 
was noteworthy; it was in particularly good condition at the peak passage period 
and attracted many waders. 


Redshank Tringa totanus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant; regular but decreasing breeder. 


Monthly maxima during the winter months at various sites along the Lower Thames 
are given in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar’ Apr Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex _ Barking Bay - - - 23 - - - - 

Beckton 90 50 - - - - 70 - 

Creekmouth - 99 - - - - - Tal. 

Rainham Marsh 2502000 - 22 50 104 200 

Kent Charlton 4 6 = = - 6 2 16 

Dartford Marsh 300 Of) 65 25 GS 200 80 

Erith Reach 49 - - - - - - - 
Swanscombe Marsh 75 - 57 - - 2 51 


With the closure of the lagoons at West Thurrock and increasing development 
plans along the River, the future looks very bleak for wader watching along that 
part of the mouth of the Thames that falls within the London Area boundary. 
These counts look very small compared to the several thousands that used to be 
found in this area. All breeding season records of pairs, together with the highest 
counts away from the Thames, are given below. 


Barking Bay, three or four pairs bred. Berwick Ponds, two pairs bred. Fishers 
Green, one pair reared four young. Rainham Marsh, seven pairs nested. West 
Thurrock, a pair were seen defending territory. 

Amwell GP, a pair nested but no young were seen. Tyttenhanger GP, three pairs 
present and at least two broods seen; the highest count here was nine on Apr 17th. 
Kempton Park Res, much display seen by one pair, but did not breed. Perry Oaks 
SF, three pairs on territory, no evidence of breeding. Staines Moor/Stanwell 
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Moor area, several pairs in spring. The largest counts as usual came from the 
south-west of the county, and are summarised in the following table. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
King George VI Res 14 6 9 3 2 - - - 5 - 1 


Perry Oaks SF - 5 11 I) 18 2 l 
Staines Moor area 9 10 10 6 4 = = = = 2 = 
Staines Res 2 13 4 5 3 = = 1 - 2 9 12 


One or two at four sites, between January and August. 

Dartford Marsh, three pairs. Away from the Thames marshes the highest count 
was at Sevenoaks Reserve, where the maximum was three on Feb 26th. 
Beddington SF, two territories in June. Walton Res, one pair bred raising two 
young. The highest monthly counts from the three main sites are given below. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
i 1 y 3 L e 


Beddington SF | | 4 - 
Queen Elizabeth II Res 6 - - | - ] | - : - - 3 
Walton Res 2 l 4 6 5 Ses) 2 - - 2 | 
Greenshank Tringa nebularia 


Status: common passage migrant, rare in winter. 


Quite good numbers appeared during the spring passage between Apr | 1th and 
May 24th; the largest flock was six at Beddington SF on this last date, but several 
other parties of up to five were seen. The only June record was from Perry Oaks 
SF on 22nd. Autumn records spanned July 7th to Oct 12th, and again produced 
some large counts at one or two sites, and smaller numbers at numerous others. At 
only two places did numbers reach double figures, on one date at Perry Oaks SF, 
but many times at Tyttenhanger GP, where impressive numbers were present in 
September. Peak numbers occurred during the period late August to mid-September, 
which is fairly normal. More unusual is the bird which appeared at Staines Res on 
Nov 5th and remained here on and off until at least the final day of the year. 
During this time, records from Island Barn and Walton reservoirs clearly related 
to the same bird, which like other wintering waders were moving between both 
areas with some regularity during the two months. The presence of a Peregrine at 
Staines probably had something to do with it. In the following summary, the largest 
counts are given for each county, together with all records in the winter months. 


Cornmill Meads, three on Sept Ist. Fairlop, three on May 13th and six on Sept 
6th. Rainham Marsh, five on Sept 28th. Walthamstow Res, three on Aug 31st. 
Wm Girling Res, four on Sept 12th. 

Amwell GP, two on July 20th and Aug 14th. Beech Farm GP, two on several dates 
in August. Rye Meads, two on Aug 16th. Tyttenhanger GP, noted between July 
7th and Oct 4th, but consistently in double figures between Aug 29th and Sept 
12th, with a maximum of 12 on Aug 30th and Sept 8th, 9th and 10th. 

Bedfont Lakes, one on Nov 9th. Perry Oaks SE, three on May 18th and 11 on Sept 
7th. Staines Res, four on Aug 7th, one on 18 dates between Nov Sth and Dec 3 Ist. 
Wraysbury Res, three on Sept 7th and 10th. 

Queen Mother Res, six on Aug 28th and five on Sept 1 1th. 

Dartford Marsh, five on Apr 23rd and four on Apr 29th, and four on Sept 15th. 
Beddington SF, six on May 24th, nine on Sept Ist. Island Barn Res, four on Sept 
12th and one on Dec Ist. Queen Elizabeth II Res, three on Aug 28th. Walton Res, 
three on May 10th and one on Nov 26th. 
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Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
Status: widespread winter visitor and passage migrant, commonest in autumn. 


The following table shows monthly maxima at the sites from which birds were 
reported during much of the year, and shows the usual pattern of ocurrence as a 
common winter visitor, increasing dramatically in the autumn when it becomes 
quite numerous, with large flocks at the best sites. Its preference for small enclosed 
wetland sites such as sludge lagoons, flooded fields and muddy banked pools is 
well known, but a few winter on the reservoirs. A total of 71 sites had records 
during the year, but many were on just one or two dates only, so it is quite mobile 
and quick to find suitable habitat when it becomes available. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Rainham Marsh 2D 2 2 - - 20 2 - - - 
Wm Girling Res 2 2} 2 
Amwell GP 1 l ] 
Beech Farm GP 
Coopers Green GP 
Maple Lodge NR 
Rye House Marsh 
Rye Meads 
Tyttenhanger GP 
Perry Oaks SF 
Staines Res 
Dartford Marsh 
Sevenoaks Reserve 
Beddington SF 
Holmethorpe SP 
Walton Res 


- 2 1 1 
2 2 2 ] 
2 
3 


1 POR NMR WNWhH, KH 1 
WhRAHeE NVMK HWW ss 1 
WRB RKE KS wWwWNnnde ss WHHL 
—_— 1 oe Ww 
~— fy Cap 
we) — 
oS 1 CODN HBNAAMW |, 
ho ih) _— — 
-& TNYDOWDADA AWW Bh 
— 
S 
BKEHDNMKH BAWOMs: 31 1 
NRK ORR Wr FO: 1 1 
renee fH, 


Numbers at Rainham Marsh were down on previous years, as this site’s 
attractiveness declines. Beddington had a very good year, with the largest counts 
in the London Area, both in winter and autumn, and Perry Oaks had its best autumn 
for many years. Significantly all these three sites are under the threat of development 
of one kind or another. The Rye House/Rye Meads area also produces good numbers 
every year. This latter site does however seem to be safe. 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Status: uncommon passage migrant. 


Cornmill Meads, single(s) on May 2nd and May 7th, two from May 8th tol 4th, 
one until 20th, and in autumn, one from Sept 15th to 20th (AAB,MAHs,DM/,PJV). 
Dagenham Chase,one on July 6th (KB). Fairlop, one from May 12th to 18th, but 
two on 13th (AAB). Harold Wood SF, one on Aug 3rd (CRJ). Rainham Marsh, 
one on July 13th (MKD). Walthamstow Res, one on Aug 6th (LVPB,MR). 
Tyttenhanger GP, one from Aug 6th to 11th (RRD ef a/), and another between 
Aug 16th and 21st (MCB ef ai). 

Beddington SF, one from Aug 13th to 21st, increasing to two on 22nd and 23rd, 
three on 24th, and then two on 25th, and three again on 26th and 27th, one remaining 
on Aug 28th, 29th and Sept 2nd; also a very late record of one on Nov 8th (BBR). 


A rather poor series of records. Only seen at two sites in the spring, both in Essex. 
Apart from the run of reports from Beddington, which is the most regular site in 
the London Area for this dainty wader, rather few elsewhere in the autumn. The 
November record at Beddington is normally well after the usual migrants have 
long gone, but there have been a few other previous records in this month. 
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Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Status: common passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Peak counts during the main passage months are given in the following table, 
which gives monthly maxima for the main sites throughout the London Area. In 
spring many of the biggest counts occurred on May 11th, 12th or 19th, which 
suggests a certain weekend bias. Large scattered flocks in late July and August 
are very much a feature of this species, as was the case again this year. Numbers 
decreased rapidly after early September. Many of the largest flocks were around 
Aug 7th and 8th, but there appears to have been another secondary influx between 
Aug 29th and 31st. 


Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct 

Essex Beckton - - - - 10 2 4 
Creekmouth, Barking = | = 2 8 l = 

King George V Res 3 - - 17 18 1] 3 

Paynes Lane GP - - - 3 9 + - 

Rainham Marsh - 2 - Le A 25 5 - 
Walthamstow Res | Or - 7 17 i] - 

Wm Girling Res 2 3 - 16 32 13 | 

Herts Amwell GP | 2 - 4 5 4 - 
Hilfield Park Res 2 4 - 4 10 4 2 
Tyttenhanger GP 3 6 - 7 18 12 - 

Middx Brent Res 2 5 2 5 8 4 | 
Kempton Park Res - | ] l 5 ] - 

King George VI Res - 3 - 8 12 7 - 

Perry Oaks SF 1 2 - 19 17 6 | 

Queen Mary Res l | - 5 10 3 - 

Staines Res - 4 - l 12 5 - 
Wraysbury Res - - - l 9 4 - 

Bucks Queen Mother Res - 2 - - 12 - 
Kent Dartford Marsh 5 3) 6 16 23 12 3 
Surrey Beddington SF 3 4 - 8 15 10 - 
Holmethorpe SP 4 oT - 6 4 4 - 

Queen Elizabeth II Res 5 4 8 14 6 5 

Walton Res ] 4 - 13 11 5 - 


There were several March records, which probably consist of a mixture of early 
spring migrants and winter visitors. True winter visitors, those seen in the months 
of January and February, and November and December, are detailed below, together 
with all Inner London records. In recent years the majority of winter birds have 
been seen on or very close to the River Thames, and this year was no exception. 
Although there is probably some duplication of sightings along the River, it looks 
as though the Lower Thames is becoming a major winter stronghold for this species. 


Beckton, singles on Jan 7th, 28th, Feb 12th, 19th, Nov 14th and Dec Ist, but three 
together on Feb 19th. Creekmouth, Barking, two on Jan 22nd, two on Jan 28th and 
three on Dec 4th. Essex Filter Beds, singles on Nov 18th and Dec 13th. Rainham 
Marsh, two from January to March. 

Perry Oaks SF, one on Nov 2nd. River Thames at Hammersmith, one flew W on 
Dec 14th, and one on the foreshore at Hammersmith Pier on Dec 31st. Inner 
London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 28th, July 11th, Aug 6th, and two between 
Aug 24th and 30th (ARD,DJ). 

Charlton, River Thames, an oiled bird between Jan 8th and Feb 23rd, and one 
throughout November and December. Crayford Marsh, one on Nov 6th. Dartford 


- Marsh, two on Jan 19th; in November counts reached a maximum of four on 13th, 


and then one on Dec 7th and three on 1 1th. Foots Cray Meadow, two on Dec 14th. 
Swanscombe Marsh, one on Jan 7th. Thamesmead, two in January and one in 
February. 
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Barn Elms Res, one from Jan Ist to Mar 31st, but with two from Feb Ist to 29th, 
two from Nov Ist to Dec 12th. Island Barn Res, one on Nov 14th, and presumably 
the same at Walton Res on Nov 28th. 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, singles on July 28th and Aug 19th (BM). 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres 
Status: passage migrant and localised winter visitor. 


Grays, five on Jan 26th (SRP). Wm Girling Res, two flew N on Aug 14th, and one 
on Aug 15th (PJV). 

Park Street GP, one on Apr 21st (MCB). Tyttenhanger GP, two on May 2nd (RRD, 
LM). 

King George VI Res, one on May 6th (PN). Staines Res, singles on Apr 20th 
(AVM) and 23rd (ASS), May 6th (DJM,PN), July 19th and Aug 2nd (ASS), three 
on Aug 11th (AVM, PN) and one on 13th (DJM,PN,KLP). Wraysbury Res, one on 
Aug 26th (CL). 
Queen Mother Res, six on Apr 16th, one on July 30th, three on Aug 14th and one 
on Aug 22nd (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, singles on July 23rd and 24th (GBy,AJM,DW), Aug 15th (AJM) 
and Aug 26th (DMr, BEW). Greenhithe, one on Jan 28th (DM). Swanscombe 
Marsh, four on Jan Ist, 27th and 28th, and one on Jan 7th (DM,AJM,BMU). 
Island Barn Res, one on May 20th (SJS). Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on May 
Ist, 12th and 13th, July 24th and 27th (also seen on Walton Res), Aug Ist, 5th, 
14th and 19th (DMH). Queen Elizabeth II Res, three on Aug 7th (DMH,SJS). 


All winter records on the Lower Thames this year were in January, otherwise 
confined to the normal passage periods between Apr 16th and May 20th, and 
again from July 19th to Aug 26th. Both periods were rather poor and short-lived, 
with only one record of more than three birds together. 


Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 
Status: rare passage migrant 


Stanwell Moor, a female in breeding plumage from May 9th to | 1th (DJM,PN er 
al), see photograph opposite page 160. 


This fine plumaged bird was admired by many during its three-day stay on a flooded 
field, which was very close to a public footpath. Its main concern seemed not to be 
the closeness of the people admiring it, but the frequent attempts by Mute Swans 
to crash land on top of it. This is quite an early spring date for this species to be in 
Britain, and is the 18th and earliest ever London Area record. 


Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 
Status: rare visitor, normally in late autumn and winter. 


Staines Res, a first-winter bird from Oct 30th to Nov 10th (CL,AVM ez al). 
Queen Mother Res, a very flighty bird on Nov 9th (AVM ef a/). 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, a first-winter bird from Nov 3rd to 10th (DMH et al). 
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A typical influx of three birds on large reservoirs following westerly gales in late 
October, and on very similar dates to one of the records in 1995. It is well worth 
walking round reservoirs (where permitted!) when the wind blows between September 
and Christmas. These tiny little grey swimmers can be very easy to miss. 


1995 Correction 
The photograph of this species opposite p65 (LBR 60) was wrongly captioned as 
September 1995, it should in fact have been captioned November 1995. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor. 


Wraysbury Res, the bird first seen at nearby Queen Mother Res visited this site on 
16th when it was seen to ‘spar’ with a Peregrine (CL). 

Queen Mother Res, a dark-morph juvenile from Nov 14th to 17th (CL etal) was 
seen to feed on a dead perch on 16th; see photographs opposite page 160. 

The 21st London record, a typically well-watched individual. Only the third since the 
famous storm of 1987; nearly 50% of all London records occurred from 1985 to 1987. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Status: regular, but scarce, autumn migrant; rare in spring and summer. 


Rainham Marsh, a dark-phase adult on Sept 21st at 11.00 hrs, was last seen heading 
east, downriver (DM) and one flew downstream on Oct | 1th (GH). 

Dartford Marsh, two birds, one dark-phase, one light-phase, on Aug 16th (BEW); 
two, both dark-phase, on Aug 29th (AJM,DW,BEW); one flying downstream, 
opposite Rainham Marsh, on Oct 11th (see under Rainham). 


A typical spread of autumn records; the River Thames maintained a stranglehold 
on all records this year and indeed is probably one of the main routes into London 
of many skuas. 


Great Skua Stercorarius skua 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor. ~ 


King George V Res, one flew N at 13.00 hrs on Sept 2nd (PL). 
Dartford Marsh, one flew east, downriver, on Sept 18th (DMr). 


The 22nd and 23rd London records and the third year in a row this still scarce, but 
increasing, seabird has been seen in our Area. Seven out of the last eight records 
have been in September, which is rapidly becoming the peak month for this species. 
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Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus 
Status: regular, but increasing, winter visitor and passage migrant. 


A marked reversal in fortunes took place this year with overall minimum totals 
dropping to 40 birds, comprising 33 individuals from January to July along with 
seven ‘new’ individuals in the second half of the year. Clearly, true totals are 
likely to be higher since it is always difficult to assess accurate totals with sucha 
mobile species. As can be seen from the table below totals have always tended to 
fluctuate from year to year and, given the ever-increasing flocks at several south 
coast sites, it seems likely to ‘bounce back’ to its 1995 peak. The table below 
tabulates the approximate annual total of birds during each of the last 11 years. 
All records are given in the main text; seasonal totals for each site where more 
than one bird occurred are given in parentheses. 

Year | 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 

Totals 40 79. .492....29. Ads. 30). \-18, |g Rae 
Aveley, one on Jan 22nd (GRE). Barking Bay, one on June 16th (KB). Dagenham 
Chase, one on Dec 8th (TWB). King George V Res, singles on Mar 9th and 26th 
(LVPB,PJV). Nazeing GP, singles on Jan 11th, 12th, 15th, 17th and 25th (3 birds 
in all); one on Dec 28th (LVPB,WR). Rainham Marsh, singles on Jan 20th (DL.PL), 
Mar 23rd (2 birds in all); Nov 16th and 30th (2 birds in all) (MKD,SRP). 
Walthamstow Filter Beds, one on Dec 21st (DL). Walthamstow Res, singles one 
on Jan 7th and 20th, two on 28th, singles on Feb 4th, Mar 10th, 16th (3 birds in 
all); Dec 22nd and 28th (2 birds in all) (PSAA,DL,PL,DM/). Wanstead Flats, two 
on Mar 3rd, singles on Mar 17th; Dec 23rd to 31st (GH,PJV). Wm Girling Res, 
one on Mar 14th (AC). 
Hilfield Park Res, singles on Jan 13th, Feb 4th (2 birds in all); Sept 1st juvenile), 
Oct 19th, 22nd, Nov 9th, Dec 7th and 21st (GSE,SHM,BR.,TS). 
Broadwater GP, one on Apr 7th (RRD,AVM). Clapton Common, one on Dec 14th 
(JG). Ponders End Lake, one on Dec 31st (AC). Shepperton GP, singles on Mar 
9th and Dec 30th (2 birds in all) (CL,GS). Staines Res, singles on Jan 28th, 30th, 
Feb 4th, 1 1th and Mar 24th (2 birds in all) (NL,TJL,DJM.ASS). Tottenham Marsh, 
one on Jan 28th (PL). Wood Green Res, one on Jan 9th (APBR). 
Queen Mother Res, one on Jan 5th (CL). Wraysbury GP, one on Nov 5th (RRG). 
Charlton, River Thames, singles on Nov 9th and 22nd (2 birds in all) (DM). Dartford 
Marsh, singles on Jan 28th; Nov 30th (DM,BEW). Hall Place Gardens, one on 
Oct 20th (with yellow colour ring), two on Dec 8th (3 birds in all) (DMr). Littlebrook 
PS, one on Nov 30th (DW). Long Reach SF, one on Nov 30th (GBy,DMr). 
Sevenoaks Reserve, one on Oct 28th (JRP,SRPy).. 
Barn Elms Res, singles on Jan 10th and Feb 4th. Beddington SF, singles on Apr 
Sth; July 9th, 10th, 13th, 14th and Aug 18th (3 birds in all) and a juvenile on July 
18th and Aug 3rd (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, two on Feb 7th and one on Dec 15th 
(HBR). Island Barn Res, singles on Feb 11th and Mar 22nd (2 birds in all): a 
juvenile on July 29th (DMH,SJS). Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on Jan Ist, 
10th 19th, Mar 11th and 18th (2 birds); singles on Oct 7th, Nov 10th, Dec 7th, and 
28th (2 birds in all) (DMH.,SJS). 


Little Gull Larus minutus 
Status: regular passage migrant, occasional in summer and winter. 


This year’s totals represent a return to normality after the excesses of 1995. 
There were an unusual number of records at each end of the year, most notably 
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a group of 15 at Beddington in December. Both passage periods proved to fairly 
comparable, although the spring migration was mainly concentrated in April, 
whilst the autumn movement was more prolonged. Approximately 172 birds 
were seen during the year (compared with 444 in 1995); the highest count of the 
year was at Hilfield Park Res on Apr 8th. The table below shows the number of 
bird/days and approximate number of birds that have occurred in London during 
the last 11 years. 


Year LDF LO ODA NS L992 19D TOIO WN 9S9. WIS8= 1987" 1986 
Bird/days 329) (BOR ASS ie Aleta TA S230 ey eS Sha le l7, 
Birds 172 444 174 = 201 OD 4 nl 0 nS Of ODN 4 077) 74 


The year began with a flurry of records in January: the first being at Holmethorpe 
SP on 12th, followed by singles at Tyttenhanger GP on 14th (until 24th), King 
George V Res and Stanwell Moor on 21st, Stone Marsh on 25th, six birds on the 
River Thames between Charlton and Swanscombe on 28th and one at Beddington 
SF on 29th. There were no further sightings until the arrival of the first spring 
migrants on March 19th at King George V and Queen Elizabeth II reservoirs; 
followed by one at Beddington on 24th, two at Staines on April Ist, then four at 
Barn Elms and three at Wm Girling on 7th. The rest of April was quite lively with 
birds being seen on most days throughout the rest of April. Peak gatherings were: 
16 at Hilfield Park Res on 8th, six at Queen Mother on 17th, four at Rye Meads on 
12th, six each at Barn Elms, Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Mother reservoirs - 
all on 16th. The last spring straggler passed through-Hilfield Park Res on May 
Ist. | 


Apart from the usual midsummer wanderer, this year seen at Thamesmead on 
June 13th, the first real autumn arrival was on July 18th (until 20th) at Perry 
Oaks SE, followed by one on August 7th at King George VI and one at Staines 
on 10th. Birds were seen almost daily until the end of August with the best 
counts being four at Staines on 29th and 30th. September started inauspiciously 
with three birds at Queen Mother on Sth, four at Staines on 8th and 10th, rising 
to six on 11th and seven on 18th, when three arrived at Queen Elizabeth II Res. 
Between 19th and 29th small groups of up to six were scattered across the Area, 
peak counts were: six at Queen Elizabeth, four each at Staines and Wm Girling 
reservoirs (all 20th) and four at Queen Mother on 28th. October records were 
scarce with singles at Staines on 6th and 19th, Queen Mother on 20th (until 
25th), Hilfield Park on 21st, then two at Queen Mother on 26th and three on 
30th which remained until November Ist, then one stayed until 2nd, then singles 
on 7th and 9th. The only other November record was one at Beddington on 
22nd. In December two birds were at Brent Res, along with a rather unexpected 
group of 15 at Beddington (completely unprecedented for the time of year), on 
20th, followed by four at Dartford Marsh and another at Beddington, both on 
21st. The table below shows the bird/day distribution by month and county. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov _ Dec Totals 
3 - 7 - WS : l 9 - - 


Essex - 21 
Herts 1] - - 52 2 - - - ] i - - 67 
Middx | - - 24 - - 2 14 49 2 - 2 94 
Inner London - - - - = = l = 3 ss 1 
Bucks - - - 13 - - - 4 25 13 6 - 61 
Kent — 2 - - 1 - ! - - - - 3 4 11 
Surrey 4 l 23 - - - 13 15 - l 7 74 


21 - 2120 2 1 2 33 99 16 10 7g} B)KS) 
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Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Status: very common winter visitor and passage migrant; has bred. 


The best count of the year was 25,000 at Rainham Marsh; a pair nested, 
unsuccessfully, at Perry Oaks SF, the first breeding attempt in the London Area 
since 1981, at the same site. Prior to that, the species last bred in 1964, which 
represented the end of a series of breeding records at Perry Oaks. All counts of 
1,400 or more, details of a breeding pair, the highest counts in Inner London and 
records of abnormally plumaged birds are given. 


Aveley, an albino on Feb 7th. Rainham Marsh, 8,000 on Jan 4th, 12,000 on Nov 
30th and 25,000 on Dec 23rd; a leucistic individual on Jan 20th. 

Amwell GP, an albino on several dates from January to April and again from 
September to December. Hilfield Park Res, up to two leucistic birds in January 
and February and up to three individuals from September to December; 2,000 on 
Aug 3 Ist. 

Perry Oaks SF, one pair nested, but were not seen on subsequent dates following 
an increase in the water level. Inner London: Hyde Park, 644 on Jan 21st, 710 on 
Feb 18th, 598 on Mar 11th and 473 on Nov 17th. Regent’s Park, 580 on Mar 28th 
was the peak count of the year. 

Charlton, River Thames, 1,400 on Jan 13th, Oct 21st, Nov Ist and 1, 550 on Dec 
29th. Dartford Marsh, 2.000 on Feb 29th. 

Beddington SF, a leucistic bird (first seen in 1995) was recorded at both ends of 
the year; 2,500 on Nov 30th. Holmethorpe SP, 5,000 on Feb 7th and 17th. Queen 
Elizabeth II Res, an albino on the River Thames on Dec Sth. Jnner London: 
Bankside Reach, 476 on Jan 26th. Burgess Park, 330 on Nov 20th. Southbank, 
SE1, 317 on Jan 22nd, 386 on Feb 7th and 402 on Mar 8th. 


Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Brent Res, a first-summer bird on Mar 23rd (ASMS). 
Charlton, River Thames, an adult on Nov 23rd (DM). 


The 10th and 11th London records; always a good bird to find in our Area, it is 
still definitely one for the connoisseur. 


Common Gull Larus canus 
Status: common winter visitor and passage migrant. 


The highest counts, as in previous years, involved feeding flocks at Rainham 
Marsh; there were no significant roost counts. Highest counts in each county and 
significant Inner London records are given below. 


Rainham Marsh, 2,000 on Feb 26th, 2,500 on Dec 7th and 23rd. 

Rye Meads, 70 on Mar 23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, 86 on Feb 8th. 

Brent Res, 150 on Jan 14th and 262 on Mar 24th. Stoke Newington Res, 250 on 
Mar 3rd. Inner London: Hyde Park, 28 on Jan 21st, 27 on Mar 11th. Regent’s 
Park, 60 on Mar 23rd was the peak count of the year. __ 

Charlton, River Thames, 500 on Jan Ist, Feb 26th, 370 on Mar 23rd and 275 on 
Nov 30th. Dartford Marsh, 250 on Jan 21st. Hall Place Gardens, 501 on Feb 22nd, 
260 on Dec 21st. 
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Beddington SF, 360 on Jan 24th and 400 on Feb 8th. Holmethorpe SP, 600 on 
Feb 7th. Walton Res, 181 on Mar 27th and 190 on Nov 11th. Inner London: 
Bankside Reach, 56 on Jan 26th and 41 on Mar 15th. Southbank, SE1, 24 on Jan 
8th and 28 on Mar 20th. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 


Status: common; most regular in autumn and winter; breeds in small numbers in 
central London. 


Seven pairs nested this year; despite the significant improvement over the the 
solitary pair that was known to have bred last year, it still probably only represents 
the tip of the iceberg as far as the actual number of breeding pairs is concerned. 
This situation is unlikely to change given the general inaccessibility of the rooftop 
breeding sites of this species. The table below tabulates the number of breeding 
pairs in London in the last eleven years. The highest winter count was a roosting 
flock of 925 at Queen Elizabeth II Res and the highest count of the year was 
1,000 at Queen Mother Res on Sept 25th - well down on the 4,400 seen at the 
same site in August 1995. All counts of 200 or more are given (or the highest 
county counts if these were lower) details of any breeding records, as well as 
details of a leucistic bird. 


Year 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 
No. of pairs 8 l Ik 8 1 2 6 5 - 5 l 


Rainham Marsh, 500 on Feb 26th, 300 on May 18th, 250 on June 8th (including a 
leucistic individual), 250 on July 27th and 200 on Nov 30th. 

Amwell GP, 260 on Sept 19th, 250 on Oct 3rd, 300 on Oct 29th and 450 on Nov 
12th. Hilfield Park Res, 340 on Aug 28th, 377 on Sept 24th and 250 on Nov 2nd 
(all roost counts). Rye Meads, 200 on Mar 31st. West Hyde, 670 on Oct 11th and 
500 on 12th. 

Brent Res, 40 on May 27th. Middlesex Filter Beds, 50 on Aug 16th. /nner London: 
Regent’s Park, at least six pairs nested close to the park. 

Queen Mother Res, 1,000 on Sept 25th and 450 on 28th. 

Charlton, River Thames, 42 on July 24th. Erith Reach, 52 on Jan 28th. Hall Place 
Gardens, 71 on June 9th, 45 on July 11th and 43 on Nov 3rd. 

Holmethorpe SP, 500 on Jan 27th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 388 on Oct 30th and 
923 on Dec 4th. Inner London: Bankside Reach, 20 on Apr 2nd and 24th. River 
Thames at Tower Bridge, one pair seen nesting on a moored barge on May 10th, 
however the barge was towed away soon afterwards and the outcome was unknown. 
Southbank, SE1, 22 on Apr 16th, 28 on 30th and 23 on Sept 17th. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Status: common, most regular in winter; breeds in central London in small numbers. 


At least six pairs were proved to have bred this year, an improvement on the 
solitary pair last year, although the comments under the previous species also 
apply. The table below tabulates the number of breeding pairs in London in the 
last 11 years. The only counts to exceed 500 were 1,000 at Tilehouse GPs and 
Broadwater GP (same birds) and 600 and 520, respectively, at Holmethorpe SP 
on Jan 27th and Feb 7th (interestingly the same sites that featured in last year’s 
peak counts). All peak monthly counts over 100 (or highest county counts where 
these were lower) as well as details of breeding birds are given. 
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Year 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991 1990 1989 1988 1987 1986 
No. of pairs 6 1 17 4 . - 5 2 l 1 - 

Essex Beckton, one pair with three large begging young had presumably nested nearby. 
Nazeing GP, 400 on Jan 31st. Rainham Marsh, 150 on May 18th, 500 on Nov 30th 
and 500 on Dec 23rd. 

Herts Rye Meads, 200 on Jan 9th. West Hyde, 170 on Oct 11th, 175 on 12th and 150 on 
Nov 3rd. 

Bucks Tilehouse GPs, 100 on Oct 29th, 145 on Nov Ist, 130 on Nov 28th, 500 on Dec 
29th, 400 on 30th and 1,000 on 3 Ist. 

Middx Broadwater GP, 1,000 on Dec 30th. Stoke Newington Res, 105 on Jan 10th, 110 
on Feb 2nd. Jnner London: Buckingham Palace, seven on June 16th. Regent’s 
Park, at least five pairs bred close to the park. St James’s Park, six on May 19th 
was the peak count of the year. 

Kent Charlton, River Thames, 52 on Jan 22nd, 40 on Feb 21st, 33 on Nov 21st and 36 
on Dec 31st. 

Surrey Holmethorpe SP, 600 on Jan 27th and 520 on Feb 7th. Island Barn Res, 124 on 
Nov 9th. Inner London: Bankside Reach, 18 on Apr 2nd. Southbank, SE1, eight 
on Mar 12th. 

0592.02 Yellow-legged Herring Gull Larus argentatus michahellis/cachinnans 
Status: scarce migrant, commonest in autumn especially along the Lower Thames. 
The largest count this year was again at Rainham with a peak of 45 in August, and 
the only other counts into double figures were at Aveley and Dartford Marsh; 
counts in west London failed to reach last year’s peak. Overall totals continue to 
decline as previously suitable Thames-side sites disappear under concrete and 
mortar. All records are given in the table below for those sites recording two or 
more birds together, in the form of monthly peak counts at each site, sites recording 
two or fewer individuals are summarised; all Inner London records are given. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Essex Aveley Landfill - - - - - ] 10 5) - 4 1 - 
King George V Res . - - - - - - . - - - 4 
Rainham GP = = = = = 3 5 z ie E a a 
Rainham Marsh ] - - - 3 5 26 45 10 6 2 2 
Romford - - - - - - - 3 - - - - 
Walthamstow Res - = - = = = z £ Z e 2 
Wm Girling Res - - = - - 2 ] - - - 

Herts Amwell GP - ] - - ] . 2 - z - - - 
Hilfield Park Res - - - - - - - - - - ] 2 

Middx Brent Res ] 7} 2 2 ] 3 - - - 2 3 
Hampton Court Park - - 3 - - 2 2 = = . 2 3 
Queen Mary Res - - - - - ] 5 3 - 2 l - 
Staines Res = - = 2 = z D ¥ : Z : 
Stoke Newington Res 3 ] - - - . - - - - - l 
Wraysbury Res - - - - - - - l 3 - - = 

Kent Charlton ] ] - - - - 2 2 ] l 2 2 
Crayford Ness - - = - : = 3 2 2 E B 
Dartford Marsh - - . - - 3 4 19 3 l : = 
Swanscombe Marsh - - = 3 E E S : 1 2 2 2 
Thamesmead - - - ] l l 3 - - - - 2 

Surrey Beddington SF 2 2 . - - - - - - 3 3 3 
Queen Elizabeth II Res 1 - - - - - 1 - 2 4 2 2 
Inner London (all sites) 2 2 3 - = - shO Pate - 1 1 - 
Others (25 sites) 6 i 3 1 = 1 7 8 i) 4 4 5 
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Inner London: River Thames at Bankside Reach, singles on Jan 8th, Feb 13th 
and Feb 26th (2 birds). River Thames at Blackfriars Bridge, one on Oct 25th. 
River Thames at Wandsworth, one on Feb 11th. Southbank, SE1, singles on Jan 
8th, Mar 8th, 11th, 12th and 16th (two birds) and up to three in November. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
Status: scarce late winter and early spring visitor. 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, an adult roosting on Nov 9th (DMH). 


One record falls well below recent averages and is the poorest year since 1989, 
when there were no records. 


Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus 
Status: scarce winter visitor; more regular in cold weather. 


Aveley Landfill, a second-winter bird on Jan 25th (GRE). Ongar Landfill, a first- 
winter bird on Dec Ist (ASd,PJV). Rainham Marsh, a second-winter bird on Dec 
21st (MKD,SRP). 

Amwell GP, a second-winter bird from Nov 19th to 21st (TA,BR). Oxhey, an 
immature flew over on Nov 29th (TC). 

Queen Elizabeth II Res, an adult in the evening roost on Feb 8th (DMH). 


Six birds this year is a welcome return to form (with just two in 1995 and one in 
1994) for this huge pallid gull and for once it outnumbered Iceland Gull records. 


Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus 


Status: fairly common winter visitor in small numbers, less common at other 
seasons. 


The highest count during the year was a disappointing 135 at Broadwater GP on 
Dec 26th, well down from the peak flocks of 1994 (210 at Rainham Marsh) and 
1995 (500 at Nazeing GP). All counts of ten or more birds, along with Inner 
London records, are given. 


Nazeing GP, 90 on Jan 31st. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Nov 30th, Dec 23rd and 120 
on Dec 28th. 

Amwell GP, 100 on Jan 13th, 55 on Nov 12th, 60 on Dec 24th and 118 on Dec 
31st. Rye Meads, 70 on Jan 9th, 15 on Feb 26th. Stanstead Abbotts GP, 45 on Feb 
10th. 

Broadwater GP, 135 on Dec 26th. Staines Res, 52 on Nov 30th. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, five on Mar 28th, two on Mar 31st and three on Dec 16th. 
Tilehouse GPs, 50 on Feb 10th, 15 on Oct 29th and 95 on Dec 31st. 

Dartford Marsh, ten on Oct 23rd, 30 on Nov 17th and 31 on Dec 31st. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 20 on July 27th. Swanscombe Marsh, 11 on Jan 27th. 

Beddington SF, 16 on Jan 22nd and ten on Feb 9th. Holmethorpe SP, 80 on Feb 
7th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, 15 on Nov 7th. Walton Res, 83 on Jan 7th, 20 on Jan 
9th, 59 on Feb Ist and 19 on Oct 31st. Jnner London: Bankside Reach, peak 
monthly counts were: two in January and February, one in March, two in April 
and singles in August and September. Lambeth Bridge, singles on Jan 12th and 
Aug 31st. Southbank, SE1, singles in January, February and March, up to four in 
April, one in May and up to three in September. 
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 


Status: regular, but scarce, passage migrant and winter visitor, occasionally in 
large numbers. 


A typically temporal spread of records right throughout the year, although 17 records 
of 29 birds represents the quietest year, both in terms of records and the number of 
birds, since 1980. All records were of singletons apart from two over King George 
V Res on Jan 21st and several small flocks over Beddington SF on Nov 8th. All 
records are given. 


King George V Res, two flew S on Jan 21st (AC) and one flew N on Feb 13th 
(PI): 

Queen Mary Res, one on Mar 30th (CL). Wraysbury Res, a partially oiled bird 
flew S on Jan 28th (AVM,PN). nner London: Regent’s Park, one flew NW on 
Apr 19th (ARD,D)J). 

Queen Mother Res, one on May 10th (CDRH). 

Charlton, one on Oct 10th (DM). Thamesmead, one on Mar 17th (NRW). 
Beddington SF, one on July 14th and 11 flew over (6,2,2,1) between 13.15 and 
15.00 hrs on Nov 8th, an oiled bird on Dec 17th and one on Dec 31st (BBR). 
Holmethorpe SP, singles on Mar 23rd and Apr 19th (HBR). Island Barn Res, one 
on Mar 23rd (SJS). Queen Elizabeth IT Res, singles on Jan 21st and Sept 18th 
(SJS). Walton Res, one on Sept 5th (DMH). 


Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis 


Status: uncommon passage migrant, mainly from April to September; often in 
flocks. 


Another excellent year with 39 records of about 139 birds, although there may 
have been some slight duplication of birds along the Lower Thames in the autumn. 
Spring records were greatly outnumbered by those during the autumn (by about 
four to one) with a mere nine records of 54 birds. A remarkable series of March 
sightings was led by the second earliest London record on Mar 21st at Holmethorpe 
SP (only bettered by one on Mar 17th at Walthamstow Res in 1991). Nearby there 
were five at Queen Elizabeth II Res on Mar 23rd and an astonishing group of 35 
at Swanscombe on Mar 31st (the largest flock in London since 40 were at the 
same site in August 1975). The last birds of the year were over King George V 
Res, and later Banbury Res, on Sept 30th. All records are given. 


Collier Row, at least four flew over on Sept 27th (MKD). King George V Res, one 
flew N on Apr 8th (AC) and three flew S (and were later seen on Banbury Res) on 
Sept 30th (PL). Rainham Marsh, two flew E on May 6th (DL,ASMS). Walthamstow 
Res, one flew N on Apr 7th (and was later seen on Wm Girling Res) (DL). Wm 
Girling Res, one flew N on Apr 7th (SC,PJV) and two on Sept 14th (PJV). 
Hilfield Park Res, one flew W on Apr 17th (GSE). Stocker’s Lake, two on Aug 
5th (RRD). Tyttenhanger GP, one flew S on Sept 7th (BR). | 

Bedfont CP, two flew E on Sept 22nd (DJM). Staines Res, five flew N on Apr 
16th, five flew SE on Sept 8th, seven on Sept 18th and two on Sept 22nd 
(AVM,NJM,DJM). 

Queen Mother Res, three on July 19th and one on Aug 15th (JAS). Wraysbury GP, 
one on Aug 24th (RRG). . 

Blackheath, two on Sept 3rd (MPB). Charlton, River Thames, two on July Ist, 
five on July 5th, Aug 15th, six on Aug 28th, two on 31st, one on Sept 24th (DM). 
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Dartford Marsh, eight on Aug Sth (6,2) flew downriver on Aug Sth (DW). 
Swanscombe Marsh, 35 on Mar 31st and four on June 29th (BEW). Thamesmead, 
three on June 13th (NRW). 

Beddington SF, three on May 28th, two on July 11th, two on July 19th and two on 
Aug 25th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, one on Mar 21st (GWJH). Queen Elizabeth II 
Res, five on Mar 23rd, two on July 26th, Sept 12th and 20th (DMH). South Norwood 
CP, one on July 28th (JBd). Inner London: Bankside Reach, one flew W on Aug 
13th (DL). 


Common Tern Sterna hirundo 


Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant, increasing rapidly as a 
breeding species. 


Once again the numbers of pairs breeding in London rose again, this time breaching 
the 200 barrier for the first time with a total of 217 pairs, which raised a minimum 
of 170 young. However, productivity. remains much lower than it has been with 
less than one chick per pair being raised, this compares with an average up until 
1994 of about 1.5 chicks per pair. Indeed the larger the breeding colony the lower 
the productivity seems to be. It is fair to say that some breeding sites failed to 
report the number of chicks raised and at some sites, especially Staines, it is very 
difficult to monitor the number of young raised because of weed growth on the 
rafts. All breeding records are given below; passage records are summarised under 
0615/0616. 


Dagenham Chase, one pair attempted to breed; the first for five years. Fishers 
Green, one pair bred. Walthamstow Res, 30 pairs bred rearing at least 25 young. 
Weald Park, one pair present during the summer were seen feeding a juvenile in 
August, but this was not thought to be locally bred. 

Amwell GP, seven pairs bred. Cheshunt GPs, at least eight pairs bred, raising at 
least three young. Rye Meads, 45 pairs bred rearing 75 young. Stocker’s Lake, 
one pair bred raising two young. Tyttenhanger GP, three pairs bred. 

Bedfont CP, at least two pairs bred rearing three young. Brent Res, 17 pairs bred. 
Hampstead Heath, one pair bred raising three young. Moorhall GP, seven pairs 
bred rearing 21 young. Ponders End Lake, six pairs bred. Staines Res, 75 pairs 
nested, but many nests seemed to have been abandoned in early July - perhaps due 
to adverse weather conditions; at least 35 young were reared. 

Lonsdale Road Res, two pairs nested, rearing at least two young. Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, at least ten pairs present, although breeding success was poor. 


“0615/0616 Common/Arctic Tern 


Almost an exact repeat of 1995 with a good spring passage followed by a rather 
lacklustre autumn period. The first notable spring influx was on Apr 20th with 70 
birds, followed by 187 on May 3rd (at four sites) and 223 on May 6th (at three 
sites); the biggest spring flock (and the year) was 167 at Staines on May 9th. The 
best count of the autumn was a disappointing 78 at Island Barn Res on Aug 6th 
and the largest count along the Thames was 50 at Littlebrook on Aug 9th; the 
demise of the warm water power station outflows have sadly seen the decline of 
regular and large counts at traditional Thames-side sites. Passage records of 
Common Tern are summarised here, together with unspecified observations of 
Common/Arctic Terns. 
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April: The first bird of the year was at Hilfield Park Res on 4th, followed on 8th 
by singles at Rye Meads, Staines Res, Tyttenhanger GP and Walthamstow Res 
and five more birds at four sites on 9th. This continued on 11th with 14 birds at 
five sites and three at two sites on 11th. The first double-figure count of the 
spring was 12 at Thamesmead on 13th, followed by 18 at Bowyer’s GP on 15th 
and then 15 at Shepperton GP on 17th. The first appreciably-sized movement 
took place on 20th when 40 birds arrived at Staines (and 30 birds elsewhere) and 
again on 21st with 26 at Brent Res and 20 at Wraysbury GP. As the month 
progressed it became more difficult to distinguish between passage birds and 
breeding birds. Nevertheless totals slowly climbed at Staines to reach a peak of 
118 on 30th. Elsewhere the next highest count was 28 at Brent Res (probably 
also relating to breeding birds). 


May: Although most of the large counts were from regular breeding sites new 
birds were clearly moving through since totals at Staines rose from 118 on 2nd 
to 145 on 3rd, and again on 6th when there were 26 at Island Barn Res and 52 at 
Nazeing GP. The Staines count peaked with 167 on 9th. These numbers halved 
to 85 by 11th, before rising again to 123 on 12th and 155 on 19th. 


July: With many locally fledged young on the move by the end of the month 
small concentrations began to build up at some localities, most notably: 33 at 
Nazeing GP on 23rd, 40 at Broadwater GP on 28th and 72 at Paynes Lane GP on 
29th and 30th. 


August: As is often the case small flocks began to gather on the River Thames 
with 24 at Dartford Marsh and 28 at Littlebrook PS on 6th and the same day 78 
were counted at Island Barn Res and 40 at Fishers Green. By 9th the flock at 
Littlebrook had risen to 50, 20 birds were off Woolwich and in the Lea Valley 62 
were counted at Nazeing GP on | | th; along the Thames there were 27 at Barking 
on 19th. After this numbers generally subsided with 48 at Littlebrook on 21st 
falling to 30 on 22nd; elsewhere the final significant counts of the month were 
42 at Island Barn and 24 at Staines on 24th, 25 at Queen Mother Res on 25th and 
28 at Fishers Green on 26th. 


September: Singles at Staines and Walton Res on 2nd were followed by 30 at _ 
Woolwich and 28 at Charlton, both on 3rd; six birds were at Staines on 5th. No 
further birds were seen until four arrived at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 17th, 
followed the next day by six at Littlebrook. The final birds of the month were 
two at Queen Elizabeth II Res on 21st. 


October: The River Thames played host to the last birds of the year with one at 
Charlton on Ist, two at Littlebrook PS on 3rd and one at the same site on Sth. 


Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea 
Status: regular spring and autumn passage migrant, occasionally in large flocks. 


A fairly mediocre spring passage with about 129 birds (compared with 271 in 
1995) was followed by a dreadful autumn with a mere nine birds seen. The first 
birds arrived simultaneously at Hilfield Park, Island Barn and Staines reservoirs 
on Apr 10th and then ones or twos at several sites, until five dropped in at Queen 
Elizabeth II Res on 17th and eight at Staines on 17th, followed by 18 at Staines on 
21st. Thereafter the only significant movements took place on May 3rd with 25 at 
Hilfield Park and eight at Island Barn and then 15 at the latter site on 10th. The 
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first autumn bird was at Dartford Marsh on Aug Ist, but no more than two were 
seen anywhere during the autumn and the last of the year was at Littlebrook on 
Oct 3rd. All records are given. 


King George V Res, four on Apr 19th (PJV). Rainham Marsh, two flew E (with 
Sandwich Terns) on May 6th (DL,ASMS), one on Aug 24th (MKD). Walthamstow 
Res, one on Apr 13th and two on 14th (DL,PL). 

Amwell GP, one on Apr 13th (MI). Hilfield Park Res, three on Apr 10th, one on 
17th, 19th and 25 on May 3rd (SHM ef al). Stocker’s Lake, one on Apr 14th 
(MWe). Tyttenhanger GP, two on Apr | 1th (PJSd) and one on May 3rd (LM). 
Staines Res, one on Apr 10th (ASS), eight on 17th, 18 on 21st, one on 24th and 
five on May 3rd (IGJ,CL,DJM,PN). Stoke Newington Res, nine on May 6th (JG). 
Queen Mother Res, eight on May 18th, one on Aug 25th, 27th and from Oct Ist to 
2nd (JAS). Wraysbury GP, two on Apr 20th (RRG). 

Dartford Marsh, one on Aug Ist (AJM). Littlebrook PS, one on Oct 3rd (AJM,DW). 
Woolwich, one on Sept 7th and 8th (DM). 

Island Barn Res, three on Apr 10th, one on 15th to 16th, one on 24th, three on 
25th, eight on May 3rd, two on 4th, 15 on 10th and one on 17th (DMH,ML,SJS). 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, at least five birds on Apr 16th and two on Sept 9th (DMH) 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons 
Status: scarce but annual passage migrant. 


A typical scatter of records spread across four months of the year - April, May, 
July and August. In all there were 12 records of 15 birds. The table below documents 
all birds and records over the last 13 years. All records are given. 


Year 9 OOO OA 993 ODT OU SOI OWL ISI RAISE A987, MISO MISS: 1984 
Records 12 13 12 7 16 18 14 9 8) 10 13 14 9 
Birds 15 24 24 2 45 28 37 1] 14 43 18 29 19 


Beckton, one on July 7th (PJV). 

Hilfield Park Res, two on Aug 6th (GSE,PP). 

Staines Res, one on May 8th and 19th (DJM) and one on Aug 15th (DH). 
Charlton, one on May 29th (DM). Crayford Marsh, two on Aug 8th (BEW). 
Dartford Marsh, two on Aug 8th (GBy,DW). Littlebrook PS, one on Aug 12th 
(DW). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 16th (PAJM) and Apr 22nd (BBR). Island Barn Res, 
singles on May 10th to 11th (DMH,ML,SJS) and May 19th (DMB). 


Black Tern Chlidonias niger 


Status: regular, often common, spring and autumn passage migrant, occasional in 
summer. 


Overall a much better year than 1995 with 219 birds at 25 sites (compared with 
152 at 25 sites in 1995, although well down on the bumper total of 813 at 27 sites 
in 1994). Spring passage claimed 78 birds at 19 sites with the peak count being 
ten at Staines Res on Apr 20th and 21st; the autumn had more birds at fewer sites 
with 140 and 15 respectively, with the peak count once again falling to Staines 
with 45 on Aug 11th; no other locality had more than seven birds. 


April: Spring passage opened with a flurry of birds on 20th when there were ten 
at Staines Res, four at Queen Mother and two at Wraysbury GP, swiftly followed 
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the next day by two at Island Barn Res and five at Sevenoaks Reserve. There 
was a further wave of passage on 23rd with arrivals at Brent Res (3), Fishers 


Green (2), King George V Res (1) and Queen Elizabeth II Res (6). No more 


followed until one at Tyttenhanger GP on 28th. 


May: Up to three birds were at Staines from 2nd to 5th and one at King George 
V Res, then on 12th six birds were at Staines and one at Hilfield Park Res. A 
small influx ensued on 14th with eight birds at five sites and then again on 19th 
with 18 birds at seven sites, including seven at Staines and three each at Barking 
Bay and Cheshunt GP. The final bird of the spring was at Staines on 25th 


June: The only midsummer bird this year, just missing the longest day, was at 
Queen Elizabeth II Res on 24th. 


July: The first real autumn arrival was at Island Barn Res on 13th and then a 
rather isolated arrival of seven birds at Queen Mother Res on 21st. Two birds 
each at Dartford Marsh and King George V Res on 28th and one at Staines on 
29th were the last of the month. 


August: A well-scattered influx on 6th involved 20 birds at seven sites including 
six at Staines and five at Queen Mother; the flock at Staines escalated to 16 
on 9th and then spiralled up to an impressive 45 by 11th, but they had all 
gone by 12th. Oddly enough there was only a sprinkling of birds elsewhere 
at this time. Several localities held one or two birds up to 23rd when four 
birds dropped in at Dartford Marsh and three at nearby Littlebrook PS and 
the next day seven were at Island Barn and two at Queen Mother. A few birds 
remained at Island Barn or the adjacent Queen Elizabeth II Res until the end of 
the month. 


September: Single birds at Queen Mother on 2nd, Staines on 7th and, the last of 
the year, at Bankside Reach on 20th, were the only birds of the month. 


White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Brent Res, a summer plumaged adult on July 27th was present all day (ASMS ef | 
al). 

Woolwich, a summer plumaged adult on the River Thames at the Thames Barrier 
from July 4th to 5th (DM et al), see photograph opposite page 161. 


Two superb summer plumaged adults take the London total to 28, all but three of 
these have been autumn records. Both accepted by the British Birds Rarities 
Committee. 


Razorbill Alca torda 
Status: rare visitor, mainly in winter. 
Rainham Marsh, one on Feb 20th flew past and landed on the River Thames (PS). 


The first record since 1990, which was coincidentally also on the Thames; the 
25th London record. Three birds arrived in February 1983, but there have been 
only three records since then - in 1988, 1990 and this year. Interestingly it was _ 
seen on the same day as the Puffin (see below). 
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Little Auk Alle alle 


1995 Correction 
Hilfield Park Res, two on Nov 2nd, with one remaining until Nov 3rd (and not as 
published in LBR 60). 


Puffin Fratercula arctica 
Status: rare visitor, mainly in winter; formerly more regular. 


Cuffley, one on Feb 20th was found marooned in a snowy field by a dog; it was 
severly underweight. It was fed on whitebait and subsequently flown on Mar Ist 
by Air UK Cargo to a seabird rescue unit near Aberdeen for subsequent release 
(JSs). 


The first since 1992 and only the fifth since 1986; there have been about 75 records 
in all. All recent records have been found in similarly bizarre circumstances. 


0634/0636 Guillemot/Razorbill Uria aalge/Alca torda 
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Dartford Marsh, one which flew upriver on Sept 18th, was considered by the 
observer to be either a Guillemot or a Razorbill (DMr). 


Feral Rock Dove Columba livia 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


This familiar pigeon remains a widespread resident of the London Area with 
large flocks reported from several areas. The overall population appears to be 
stable, but there is continued expansion in some areas. Up to 25 pairs bred in 
Romford town centre and 20 at Holmethorpe SP. However, there was a decline in 
numbers in the Stocker’s Lake area due to partial demolition of the old brickworks. 
The largest flocks outside central London were: 600 on fields outside Hainault 
Forest on Aug 10th and Sept 21st, 500 at Kidbrooke on Dec 5th, 500 at Woolwich 
on Mar 7th and 2,000 at Vicarage Farm, Enfield, on Sept 21st. It was widely 
reported from central London but the only three figure flocks concerned 150 at 
Camberwell, SES, on Feb 10th, 120 at Burgess Park on June Ist and up to 150 in 
Kensington Gardens in August - a decrease on recent years. More reports of Inner 
London flocks would be welcomed. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Status: breeding resident and passage migrant. 


Reports came from over 70 sites during the breeding season - a slight increase on 
last year. At Hainault Forest there was a slight decrease from eight to six territories, 
and at nearby Dagnam, Havering and Weald parks the populations also showed a 
slight decrease compared with recent years. Other healthy population reports 
included: Black Park - several pairs (as in 1995), Langley Park, four pairs; Bricket 
Wood/Common, 16-18 territories (eight pairs in 1995); Hampstead Heath, 15 
pairs (as in 1995); Verulamium Lake, four pairs; Whippendell Woods, four pairs; 
Osterley Park, ten pairs; Richmond Park, ten pairs. Outside the breeding season 
the largest flocks were: 200 at Broadwater GP on Nov 3rd, with 100 there on Dec 
27th; 264 at Woodoaks Farm, Maple Cross on Nov 9th, rising to 422 the next day; 
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140 at Coursers Lane Fields (H) on Nov 2nd. Inner London records are given 
below. 


Inner London (Middx): Kensington Gardens, three pairs bred (RFS). Regent’s 
Park, three pairs bred (ARD). St James’s Park, one on June 19th - the first record 
for the site (RFS). 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
Status: abundant breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


During the first winter period the only flock of any size was 2,000 at Richmond 
Park on Jan Ist, and numbers elsewhere were unexceptional. A slight movement 
occurred in March with 1,000 reported from Hampstead Heath on the 10th, 
most moving NW. Comments of breeding came from widely scattered sites 
including 25 pairs at Hainault Forest and 12 pairs at Rainham Marsh (unchanged 
from last two years) and 35 pairs in the Rye Meads area. 


Reports from Hampstead Heath and elsewhere indicated a distinct lack of dawn 
movements in early autumn - in most recent autumns there was an influx extending 
from late October until November. Few large flocks were reported, but included 
2,000 over Hampstead Heath on Oct 30th, with 4,000 on Nov 8th and 1,000 the 
next day; 1,000 moving S over New Malden on Nov 7th and 2,000 S over 
Worcester Park (Surrey) on Oct 30th. Subsequent winter flocks included 1,400 
near Bricket Wood on Nov 28th and 2,500 at Tyttenhanger GP on Dec 11th. 


Inner London (Middx): Buckingham Palace ten pairs bred. Royal Parks, common 
breeding bird. Regent’s Park, 200 flew NE on Feb 26th, 100 flew NE on Mar 
28th, 300 flew SW on Oct 23rd and 600 flew SW on Oct 30th. Jnner London 
(Surrey): Brunswick Park, one pair bred. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Status: common breeding resident. 


Breeding numbers remained relatively stable in most areas and there were few _ 
reports of any major change in status. It can be locally common in suburban 
areas and numbers appear to be stable. Breeding counts included 10-12 pairs in 
the Collier Row area (12-14 pairs in 1995), 15+ in the Havering Village area 
(15-20 in 1995) and several pairs in the Wykeham Green area of Dagenham. Other 
breeding season reports included three pairs each at Rainham Marsh, Dartford 
Heath and Rye Meads. Outside the breeding season the largest flocks were reported 
from: Dartford Marsh, 125 on Oct 24th and at Pymmes Park, Edmonton, 130 on 
Dec 8th, rising to 140 on Dec 16th. Inner London records were as follows: 


Inner London (Middx): Priory Road, NW6, two on Jan 2nd. Regent’s Park, singles 
on Feb Ist, and 15th, Apr 4th and 12th, two on 30th, singles on May 6th and June 
6th and Dec 2nd. St James’s Park, one on Mar 7th - the first record for the site. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Status: localised breeding summer resident and passage migrant. 


The first at Ebbsfleet Valley (Kent) on Apr 17th was followed by a small influx in 
the last week of the month and during the first week of May. Spring passage was 


0712 


Essex 
Herts 
~ Middx 


Bucks 


"Kent 


Surrey 


BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 1996 103 


very light with no movements of any size reported. For the third year in succession 
breeding numbers were below average in many areas. It was very scarce in 
Bucks and numbers were well down in parts of Essex. In the Littlebrook area of 
Kent it was reported as very scarce this year, while it was not reported at all in the 
Limpsfield Chart area of Surrey. The largest breeding concentrations were: Berwick 
Ponds, four or five pairs, Hainault Forest, three pairs (declining), Rye Meads, 
seven pairs, Bookham Common, three or four singing birds. Few birds were 
reported on autumn passage with no double figure flocks reported. Most had 
departed by mid-September with the last at Rye Meads on Oct 15th 


Inner London (Middx): Buckingham Palace, one on May Ist. (RFS). Regent’s 
Park one on June 20th (ARD,DJ). 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Status: feral breeding resident, increasing. 


The population in London has probably reached a total of about 1,500 birds, 
indicating a breeding population of several hundred pairs, although as usual 
relatively few breeding reports were received. It was reported from over 60 sites 
during the year - a similar position to 1995 with new record roost counts for the 
third year running being made in Surrey, albeit at a new site. This roost, using 
poplar trees at Esher Rugby Club, peaked at 850 birds in December (following 
the previous record of 770 birds set in December 1995) and as noted last year is 
probably the largest concentration yet recorded in Britain. It must be the subject 
of some speculation as to whether the increasing number of birds at this site are as 
a result of an ongoing population boom, or whether more birds are travelling greater 
distances to use the roost. Elsewhere, the London population is increasingly 
concentrated in the south-west of the Area; there were no records from Essex this 
year. The estimated peak numbers for each county are given below. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
1996 0 i 174 4 133 83 1,198 
1995 l 2 Dil 0 83 69 1,185 
1994 10+ 2 520 0 80 310 840 
1993 1 l 280 0 170 159 50 


Largest flocks, breeding records and all records from Herts, Kent and Inner London 
are given. 


No reports received. 

Bedmond, one on May 14th. 

Bred or probably bred at Bushy Park (3 nest holes found). Largest flocks were: 40 
at Bushy Park on Sept 4th, 40 at Hampton on June 6th and 40 at Hampton Court 
Park on Sept 6th. Inner London: Royal Oak underground Station, one on Aug 
24th (MG). Regent’s Park singles on Jan 25th and Apr 4th, with two on Jan 3rd 
(ARD,D)J). 

Wraysbury GP, 40 on Apr 13th, 50 on July 13th, 70 on Aug 31st, 50 on Sept 7th, 
Oct 12th and 19th, 60 on Nov 9th and 84 on Nov 13th. 

Beckenham Palace Park, four on Feb 6th, seven on Aug 31st and one on Sept 
14th. Foots Cray Meadows, several pairs bred; 30 on June 15th and 76 on Dec 
19th. Sydenham, two on Oct 10th. 

Probably bred at Lonsdale Road Res and Richmond Park (3 or 4 pairs). The large 
numbers recorded in late 1995 continued into 1996. The roost at Elmbridge Leisure 
centre was occupied until Oct 18th. The largest counts included: 600 on Jan Ist, 
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705 on Jan 7th, 300 on Jan 14th, 445 on Feb 3rd and 500 on Feb 7th and 10th. A 
new roost was occupied at Esher Rugby Club in late October until the end of the 
year. Maximum counts were 500 on Oct 30th and 850 on Dec 15th. Elsewhere, 
there were 140 roosting in a garden at Reigate on Aug 24th, with up to 118 at the 
same site in November and 40 at Island Barn Res on Oct 19th. 


Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Status: breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first of the year was at Headley Heath on Apr 7th, but most areas received 
their first birds at the end of the third week of the month, with passage continuing 
well into May. It was widely reported during the breeding season across the 
London Area with few reports of any change in status. At Rainham Marsh there 
was a decrease in the number of calling birds to only four males (6 males and 2 
or 3 females present in 1995) while at Hainault Forest only three males were 
present (usually 4 or 5). Only one territory was established on Ashtead Common 
(4 in 1995), but for the second year running one male held territory in the unusual 
location of suburban gardens in Collier Row. Sites holding three or more singing 
males also included: Bookham Common, Dagenham Chase, Rye Meads (6) and 
Wraysbury GP. Juveniles were reported from: Bookham Common, Broadwater 
GP, Bushy Park, Colney Heath, Walthamstow Res and Walton Res. Most birds 
had gone by the end of August with only two September records: Leatherhead on 
the 4th and Richmond Park on the Sth. 


Inner London (Middx): Regents Park, singles on May 9th and 15th and July 7th 
(ARD,DJ). 


1995 Correction 

Woldingham, one present from Sept 23rd to Oct 7th, and not just on Sept 23rd as 
stated in LBR 60:95; this was incorrectly listed in the First and Last dates of Regular 
Migrants table (60:159) as Oct 23rd. The last date should have been Oct 7th. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Status: rare breeding resident. 


A scarce declining resident in the London Area. Its main stronghold is in parts of 
Essex, where it was recorded from a better spread of sites, some in the breeding 
season, indicating a widespread if localised population in this sector. It was recorded 
from 16 sites - a reduction on 1995. The slight improvement noted in Surrey 
from 1992 to 1995 was maintained, but in contrast to last year no reports were 
received from Middlesex. All sightings and even reports of birds absence would 
be welcomed. All records are given but summarised for sensitive sites. 


Childerditch, one pair in Collier Row on Jan 14th. Epping Forest, one at Jacks 
Hill on May Ist. Havering CP, one resident pair. Netherhall GP, one on Jan 7th. 
Ongar, one on May 21st. Rainham Marsh, at least two pairs on the marsh. 
Panshanger Park, one pair bred at Watford Junction Station and one found dead 
on the tracks on May 7th. 

Dartford Marsh, one pair resident in area. Littlebrook Lake, one on Jan 9th. 
Beddington SF, singles on Nov 24th and Dec 25th. Park Farm, Chessington, singles 
on Apr 20th and in December. Mickleham, one on Apr 16th and one visiting 
caged Barn Owl in December. 
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Little Owl Athene noctua 
Status: localised breeding resident. 


Reports came from about 40 sites - a similar position to 1995. It is thinly scattered 
throughout the London Area but only five sites were occupied in Essex and it is in 
this sector that a real decline has apparently taken place in the last ten years, with 
several former sites unoccupied. Breeding counts mainly concerned one or two 
pairs, but at Bushy Park there were six to eight nests - an increase from five to 
seven nests in 1995; four at Weald CP (5 in 1995) and three territories were reported 
from Broxbourne Woods. Pairs in the breeding season given below. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1996 6 ) 14 9) 3 10 
1995 10 9 14 4 3 14 
1994 16 12 8 Z, 4 14 
1993 15 14 9+ 3 D 11+ 
Tawny Owl : Strix aluco 


Status: common breeding resident. 


This is the most widespread of our owls with a range extending from inner suburban 
areas to most rural localities. The largest numbers were again found in Middlesex 
and Surrey but in contrast to last year only three sites were occupied in Kent - 
surely a case of under-recording rather than due any real decline in this sector. 
Although there was a slight improvement in the number of sites occupied in Essex, 
there is evidence of decline in some areas. At Hainault Forest only six territories 
were found, compared with up to ten as little as five years ago, whilst there was 
an absence of reports from the suburban areas of Collier Row, Hornchurch, Romford 
and Upminster, all of which held small breeding populations until the early 1990s. 
Most reports concerned one or two pairs only, but three pairs were present at both 
Thorndon Park and Havering CP and four in Broxbourne Woods. All reports of 
any local fluctuations would be welcomed by the recorders. Inner London records 
are given below. 


Inner London (Middx): Hyde Park, one pair bred. Kensington Gardens, one pair 
bred. Regent’s Park, three territories (as in 1995). 


Long-eared Owl Asio otus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare breeder. 


Numbers throughout the year were very poor with reports from only six sites. 
Only two roosts - traditional sites in Kent and Middlesex - were occupied at the 
start of the year while at the end of the year two roosts were occupied by ten birds, 
one in Essex and one in Kent. In all only 18 individuals were recorded throughout 
1996, the lowest total for some time. On the plus side a pair probably bred at a site 
in Essex and given the secretive nature of the species it is probable that other pairs 
breed undetected elsewhere in the London Area. All records are given below. 


One pair possibly bred at a site used in previous years. Locality withheld, five 
roosting in November with up to seven in December. Rainham Marsh, up to two 
in September and October. — 

Brent Res, two from Jan Ist to Feb 4th, with one remaining until Mar 12th. Vicarage 
Farm, Enfield, one on Mar 18th. 
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Dartford Marsh, up to three from January until Mar 31st; up to three from Nov 
15th until the end of the year. 
Beddington SF, one on Dec 24th was the only record from this site. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Status: winter visitor and passage migrant in variable numbers, rare in summer. 


For the third successive year numbers were very low with only six birds present 
during the first two months of the year - all at Rainham Marsh. Indeed this site 
alone held the majority of birds found, not only in the London Area, but also in the 
whole of Essex (Essex Bird Report 1996) . There was no evidence of the usual 
passage in spring and there were no summering birds. 


The first returning birds in late September heralded another very poor winter for 
the species, with again the only wintering birds being present at Rainham Marsh. 
Here the birds were largely confined to the eastern section of the site, due to the 
effects of falconers and road-building operations. The following table summarises 
month by month the numbers reported: 





Jan Feb Mar Apr May Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Essex 6 6 6 2 0 0 0 i Ti 
Others 0 0 ] l 0 2 2 Z 0 
Totals 6 6 7 3 0 2 2 9 a 


All records are given. 


Barking, one on Dec 19th. Netherhall GP, one on Nov | 1th. Rainham Marsh, six 
from January to the end of March, with two until Apr 13th; six during November 
and December. 

Beach Farm GP, one on Sept 29th. Watford, one on Sept 26th. 

Staines Res, one on Nov 11th. 

Bowmans Heath, one on Mar 23rd. Dartford Marsh, one on Oct 25th. 
Beddington SF, singles on Apr 4th and 11th; Oct 28th and 29th and Nov 6th. No 
wintering birds this year. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Status: rare breeding summer visitor and rare passage migrant. 


The species enjoyed mixed fortunes this year with reports in the breeding season 
coming from two of the three sites occupied last year. In Surrey at least one pair 
and an additional churring male were present at a site occupied in recent years, 
while in Essex reports indicated the continued presence at one traditional site. 
However there were no reports from the Bucks site which has held breeding birds 
for the past two years - a disappointing reversal of fortunes. All records are given 
below. 


Oxhey, an intriguing record of one flying over Wilcot Avenue in the late afternoon 
of Aug 29th (TC). Interestingly, the same date as a migrant was seen over 
Wimbledon Common in 1995. 

No reports received. 

Locality withheld, at least one present during the summer. 

Locality withheld, at least one pair bred and additional churring male in June and 
July. 
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0795 Swift Apus apus 


0831 


Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first arrival, at Vicarage Farm, Enfield, was on the exceptionally early date of 
Mar 28th, but was followed by early April birds on the 9th at King George V Res 
the 11th at Wm Girling Res and 13th at Walton Res. There was a widespread 
arrival from Apr 14th onwards, peaking as usual in the last week of April and the 
first two weeks of May. Spring flocks included 1,000 at Staines Res on Apr 30th, 
rising to 5,000 there on May. 3rd, 1,000 at Walthamstow Res also on May 3rd, 
1,000 at Staines Res on May 4th and Sth, with 1,000 there on May 11th. Later in 
May there were 1,000 at Beddington SF on the 19th, 1,000 at Staines Res on the 
24th, 25th and 27th and 1,000 over Hampstead Heath on the 29th. 


As noted last year breeding numbers appeared stable in most areas with birds 
being found in most built up areas. However a decline was reported from the 
Collier Row area where numbers were about 20% down on recent years. Small 
numbers continued to be reported from inner suburban and urban areas although 
there were no Inner London breeding reports for the second successive year. Mid- 
summer flocks were not as numerous as usual but included 1,500 at Walthamstow 
Res on June 15th, with 1,700 there on June 22nd, 1,000 over Beddington SF on 
June 29th and 1,500 over Rainham Marsh on July 20th. Return passage was again 
more protracted than usual with sizeable flocks being reported until mid-August. 
Although most had gone by the end of August there was a scattering of late birds 
from Sept 20th onwards, with the last over Kensington Gardens on the 24th. 


Inner London: No breeding records received. Present from Apr 28th to Sept 24th 
with peaks of 100 at Regent’s Park (Middx) on May 20th 50 at Burgess Park 
(Surrey) on July Ist and 50 over the Tate Gallery, Pimlico (Middx) on June 
20th. 


Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Status: breeding resident, locally common in some areas. 


At least 47 summering pairs were reported - the same number as in 1995, indicating 
the decline from 60 pairs in both 1993 and 1994 has stabilised. The largest fall 
came from Kent where only three pairs were located, compared with 11 in 1995. 
However, increases came from Essex, Herts, Bucks and most notably Surrey where 
13 pairs were found, compared with only five in 1994. Most reports concerned 
single pairs but two pairs were present at both Hackney Marsh and Stocker’s 
Lake. It was widely reported outside the breeding season, particularly from late 
summer onwards usually involving one to three birds, but four were present at 
Sevenoaks Reserve in September and November and six at Rye Meads on Apr 
15th, with seven there on Aug 15th and four on Sept 7th. The number of summering 
pairs are summarised in the following table. 


Essex Herts Middx Bucks Kent Surrey 
1996 9 11 6 5) 3 13 
IOS) 8 10 8 1 11 9 
1994 22 12 8 4+ 10 oar 
1993 15 17 10+ 4+ 12 12+ 
1992 14 17 1 2-3 9 6 


Inner London (Middx): Recorded for the fourth successive year in Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, one on July 16th (ARD,DJ). 
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Hoopoe Upupa epops 


Status: very scarce passage migrant, almost always in spring. 





Middx 


Kent 
Surrey 


0848 


Surrey 


0856 


Hounslow Heath, one on May 20th (JTt). Kempton Park Res, one from May 
18th to 25th (AVM et al), see photograph opposite page 161. 

Thamesmead, one on Oct 22nd to 29th (SJ,DM et al). 

Merton, one on Apr 16th (JGs). 


An above average showing with two spring and one autumn records following a 
blank year in 1995; the Hounslow Heath bird is presumed to be the bird first seen 
at Kempton. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 
Status: scarce passage migrant, usually in autumn. 


1990 Additional record 
Addlestone, one on Sept 26th (MBL). 


This record brings the total for 1990 to four - all in September. However, 1996 
was the second successive blank year. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
Status: common breeding resident. 


This, the largest of the resident woodpeckers remains a widely distributed and 
increasing resident, reported from well over 100 localities throughout the Area. 
Numbers appear to have stabilised after several years of increase and range 
expansion across London. It was again reported from several Inner London sites 
and as noted last year may be on the verge of establishing a breeding population 
there. It also appears to be consolidating its position along the River Thames in 
east London with breeding pairs reported from Rainham Marsh and Dartford Marsh. 
It was more abundant than usual in the Chess Valley in Herts and it was plentiful 
in the Riddlesdown/South Croydon area of Surrey, while it was widespread 
throughout Epping Forest in Essex. Counts of breeding pairs included: Aldenham, 
six to eight territories. Berwick Ponds area (increasing) - four plus pairs, (as in 
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1995). Bricket Wood area, nine or ten territories. Hainault Forest, 12 pairs (same 
as 1995). Hampstead Heath, four pairs (3 - 4 pairs in 1995). Most other reports 
concerned from one to three pairs. The number of localities reporting the species 
per county are given. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
1996 14 23 16 5 30 26 28 
1995 15+ 20+ 14 2 26 2 30 
1994 30+ 20+ 11 3 16 23 31 
1993 22 33 30 1 27 29 24 
1992 20+ 30+ 28+ - 11 22 10 


Inner London (Middx): South Kensington, one at the History Museum on June 
4th and two on Sept 7th (DR). Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 29th and 30th and 
Nov Ist (ARD, DJ). 


Great Spotted Woodpecker . Dendrocopos major 
Status: common breeding resident. ° 


This continues to be our most widespread woodpecker being extensively reported 
across London. Reports indicate that the recent increase has been maintained and 
it is extending its range into more marginal and suburban habitats. It is the most 
numerous of our woodpeckers in woodland across the Area, as reflected by the 
following counts: Arbrook Common, five territories (four in 1995). Balls Wood, 
four pairs. Berwick Ponds, four or five pairs. Black Park, 12 territories (six in 
1995). Bricket Wood area, 20 pairs (11 pairs in 1995). Bushy Park, five or six 
pairs. Dartford Heath, four territories. Denham CP, five territories. Garston, five 
pairs. Hainault Forest, 20 pairs (18 pairs in 1995) - still increasing with current 
population the highest on record. Harrow School, five pairs. Havering CP, seven 
to eight pairs (as in 1995). Holmethorpe SP, four pairs. Whippendell Woods, six 
pairs. Wormley Wood, 12 pairs. It was described as plentiful in the Riddlesdown 
area, while in Epping Forest it was common throughout the forest. Inner London 
records are given below. 


Inner London (Middx): More numerous than last year with several records. 
Buckingham Palace, one pair bred. Compayne Gardens, NW6, singles on Jan 
18th and 28th. Faraday Park, one on Aug 30th. Patterson Park, one on Jan Ist. 
Holland Park, one on Jan 30th. Hyde Park, one territory. Kensington Gardens one 
pair bred (none in 1995). Regent’s Park, one pair bred. St James’s Park, singles on 
Apr 24th and July 20th. 


Inner London (Surrey): Burgess Park singles on July 30th and Sept 30th. 


1995 Additional Record 
Inner London (Surrey): Battersea Park, one on Apr 21st. 


Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus minor 
Status: common, but elusive, breeding resident. 


Although this is the least common woodpecker in the London Area it continues to 
be widely reported, with reports from a similar number of sites (99) to1995 (over 
100). It was rather sparsely recorded in Kent and Essex, where there is evidence 
of a slight decline in recent years. Its main stronghold was again in Surrey where 
it was reported from over 30 sites and there were no reports of any significant 
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change in status. The largest number of breeding pairs were: Hainault Forest, 
five (6 in 1995), Epping Forest, four pairs at least and Thorndon Park, Wanstead 
Park and Trent Park, three pairs at each. Most other breeding reports concerned 
one or two pairs only. Inner London records and the number of localities reporting 
the species per county are given below. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
Localities 1] 13 14 2 J) 18 32 


Inner London (Middx): Regent’s Park, singles on Feb 20th, Mar 10th, Apr 8th, 
June 17th, Sept 4th and Oct 12th (ARD,DJ). 


Woodlark Lullula arborea 
Status: scarce passage migrant and recently re-established rare breeder. 


Although there was no proof of breeding again, the number of birds present in 
suitable habitat increased this year to at least five singing males. It was as recent 
as 1994 that this heathland species successfully returned to the London Area to 
breed, so it does seem that it is making a comeback. There were also five records 
of migrants, including two within four days of each other on Hampstead Heath. 
Surely they must be flying over other parts of London? 


Amwell GP, one on Mar 15th (BR). 

Bedfont CP, one on Oct 12th (DJM). Hampstead Heath, one flew E on Oct 2nd 
and one flew W on Oct 5th (PWD,MAH). 

Locality withheld, present from Feb 17th to July 27th; at least three birds, two of 
which were singing in April. No evidence of actual breeding for the second 
successive year. 

Locality withheld, three singing males between April and September. Roundshaw 
Downs, one on Nov 22nd (JA). 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


In the first winter period, there were several flocks of over 100 birds: Coursers 
Lane Fields, 150 on Jan 27th; Dartford Marsh, 200 on Feb Ist; 
Rickmansworth, 100+ on Jan 6th; Stone Marsh, 100 on Jan 27th. Very few 
other sites reported any notable flocks. Only a very light passage was noted 
in March and April, although 50 birds were still present at Dartford Marsh 
on Apr Ist. 


Breeding numbers continue to decline, at Rainham Marsh there were 60 pairs 
compared to 84 in 1995. Other sites with at least ten pairs: Barking Bay, 15-20 
pairs; Fairlop, 20 pairs (25-30 in 1995); Holmethorpe SP, ten territories; Wanstead 
Flats, ten singing males. 


Apart from eight at Woolwich on Sept 25th, there was no autumn passage until 
October. Several sites recorded good numbers, but there were generally few high 
counts: Worcester Park, 60 in one hour on Oct 10th; Bricket Wood, 50 on Oct 
22nd; Beddington SF, 81 on Oct 24th; Staines Res, 100 flew E in half an hour on 
Oct 31st. The only large flocks at the end of the year were: Dartford Marsh, 120 
on Nov 26th; Maple Cross, 140 also on Nov 26th; Apa 150 on Dec 29th. 
Inner London records are given below: 
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Middx Inner London: Regent’s Park, one to four on seven dates between Jan Sth and 
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Apr 12th, then one to two on seven dates between Oct 7th and Dec 12th. 
Spitalfields, two flew W on Oct 2nd. 


Shore Lark Eremophila alpestris 


Status: rare visitor. 





Middx Queen Mary Res, an adult male on Nov 16th for three minutes, sang briefly before 


0981 


flying off (CL). Inner London: Kensington Gardens, one seen exceptionally well 
on a bare sandy area for an hour in the afternoon of Oct 21st (MG). 


To get two records in one year, especially one in Inner London is quite exceptional. 
These two birds represent the 11th and 12th records for London. The last one 
was at Barn Elms in 1985. 


Sand Martin Riparia riparia 


Status: common summer visitor and passage migrant. 





The first migrant was at Horton GP on Mar 8th, the same date as last year. No 
further birds were seen until Mar 17th, but from then on there were daily sightings. 
Many sites recorded their first arrivals on Mar 24th when a combined total of 
379 was seen. The first large flock was 100 at Shepperton GP the next day. 
Several sites managed counts of at least 200 in early April, with 550 being noted 
at Amwell GP on Apr 12th. Other large spring counts were: 500 at Stocker’s 
Lake on Apr 18th; 500 at Hilfield Park Res on Apr 30th; 500 at Littlebrook Lake 
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on May 2nd; and an enormous flock of 800 at Hilfield Park Res on May 17th. 


Migration continued very late this year with two flocks of at least 100 being 
reported on May 27th - at Coopers Green GP and Richmond Park, the latter site 
having its largest flock for some years. 


Very few breeding records were received this year, all breeding records are 
requested for the future. All reported nests/pairs are detailed: Belhus Woods CP, 
20 pairs; Fairlop, 130 nest holes; Holmethorpe SP, 30 pairs bred; King George V 
Res, 20 pairs; Rainham GP, ten plus holes; Royal Albert Dock, three pairs bred; 
Tottenham Marsh, six nests. 


Unlike the previous year, there were very few large counts in the autumn, the only 
notable one was of 300 at Beddington SF on Sept 14th. The last bird of the year 
was at Nazeing GP on Oct 14th. 


Inner London: Kensington Gardens, three on Mar 17th, ten on Sept 22nd. Regent’s 
Park, in spring on six dates between Apr 16th and May 13th; in autumn, up to 
eight birds between Sept 6th and 28th. 

Inner London: Burgess Park, three on Apr 10th, one on Aug 30th, three on Sept 
11th, two on Sept 23rd. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first arrival was at Holmethorpe SP on Mar 23rd, the same date as last 
year. A further 15 sites also recorded their first arrivals before the end of March. 
Numbers were generally low until Apr 12th when there were 150 at Amwell 
GP. On Apr 23rd, 150 were seen at Beddington SF and 180 at Stanwell Moor 
GP. 


The status of breeding birds was rather mixed this year. At Hainault Forest 
and Rainham Marsh, the decline continued, down from six pairs in 1995 to 
five and four pairs respectively. In the Bucks sector, an observer states that 
“all the farms had breeding birds, if only one pair’ On Hampstead Heath, a 
pair bred for the first time since 1952, unfortunately all four nestlings were 
found dead. The largest number of pairs was seven at Lower Priory Farm in 
Stanmore. 


Autumn passage began with odd singles seen in August, although the majority 
of birds did not start heading southwards until September. Nine sites recorded 
three figure counts, the highest being 1,500 at Beddington SF on Sept 14th. 
Birds were seen widely in October, although no counts exceeded ten. The last 
one was on Nov 4th at Beddington SF. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, one on Apr 15th. Regent’s Park, one on Apr 8th, 20 on 
May 19th, one on June 4th, seven on Aug 29th, 400 on Sept 24th, 200 on Sept 
25th, one on Oct 17th. 

Inner London: Bankside Reach, 12 on Sept 24th, two on Sept 25th. Blackfriars 
Bridge, five on May 17th. Burgess Park, one on Apr 15th, two on Apr 16th, 
one on Apr 24th, four on May 20th, one on Sept 19th, two on Sept 20th. 
Lambeth Bridge, one on May 13th. Rotherhithe, singles on May 21st and 
Sept 9th. . 
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ABOVE: Lesser Scaup at Tyttenhanger GP. April 1996 (Mike McDonnell). 


BELOW: Smew at Wraysbury GP. February 1996 (Peter Gasson). 
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Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 


Status: rare vagrant. 





Middx Staines Res, one on May 6th was watched from 14.30 to 14.50 hrs (MH). 


1001 


The eighth record for the London Area. The last one was at Hainault Forest on 
May 23rd 1992. There was a record spring influx into Britain in 1996 with 19 
birds being reported in April and May, so it is not surprising that one made it 
into London. It is however unfortunate that this individual did not stay longer. 
Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 
Status: common breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The first one was at Amwell GP on Mar 27th, the latest arrival date for five 
years. Very few birds were reported until Apr 22nd when there was a flock 
of 100 at Littlebrook Lake. The highest counts were 400 at Walthamstow 
Res on May 3rd, 300 at Berwick Ponds on May 25th and 500 at Walton Res on 
May 26th and 27th. These were significantly up on the last couple of years. 


Another species with a mixed bag of breeding successes. Several sites reported an 
increase in numbers, eg 15 nests at Cobham (four in 1995), eight pairs in Hyde 
Park (four in 1994), 180 nests in Molesey (160 in 1995). However, the reverse was 
true at Comeragh Road, W14, with 12 nests (25 in 1994), 11 nests at Long Ditton 
(17 in 1995) and comments of reduced numbers at Regent’s Park. 


Autumn passage started quite heavily with 350 at Middlesex Filter Beds on Aug 2nd 
and 500 at Staines Res on Aug 1! 0th. These numbers were not exceeded until September 
when 700 were at Queen Mother Res on the 8th and counts of 1,000 were made at 
Wraysbury Res on the 21st, Beddington SF on the 26th and 29th, Richmond Park on 
the 29th and on the Thames at Woolwich on the 29th. Counts of over 100 were still 
being seen in October with 250 at Brockley on the 4th being the peak. Numbers very 
quickly declined with the last two recorded on the 20th at Corbets Tey. 


Middx Inner London: Hyde Park, 20 on May 26th, May 29th and July 24th, eight pairs 


bred. Kensington Gardens, 15 on May 3rd, 30 on Sept 18th, 60 on Sept 22nd, 80 
on Sept 24th. Regent’s Park, recorded between Apr 15th and Oct 7th, with 150 
on Aug 31st and 200 on Sept 24th and 25th. 


Surrey Inner London: Brunswick Park, six on Aug 2nd , 50 on Sept 26th. Burgess Park, 


recorded between Apr 19th and Sept 29th with 70 on Sept 19th. 
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Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Status: rare passage migrant 


Barking, one found on Oct 4th (GH) was relocated the following morning (DL 
et al). 
Hampstead Heath, one on Oct 5th (PWD, MAH). 


London’s 15th and 16th records, bringing autumn records to ten and more in line 
with national records, where autumn records far outnumber those in spring. 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 


Status: breeding summer visitor (decreasing) and passage migrant. 
= 2 ape 





The number of singing males remained low although there was a singing male 
in Hertfordshire and additional sites in Essex and Surrey compared to 1995. 
Last year’s increase at Limpsfield Chart was not maintained, but the overall 
number was slightly higher than 1995. Once again there were no records at all of 
singing males from Middlesex or Kent. The first bird in spring was one at 
Beddington SF on Mar 23rd. There were about 23 spring migrants recorded 
away from the breeding areas and between 40 and 50 reported on passage in the 
autumn with Hampstead Heath again recording the largest concentration of eight 
on Sept 21st. The last birds of the year were singles at Barking, Hampstead 
Heath and Rainham Marsh on Oct 5th. 


Number of singing male Tree Pipits in the London Area 1985-94 


Year 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
No of males 72 87 67 54 28 27-30° 29-31 20:01) eHise wie sion issne 
The summary shows the breeding season distribution with numbers of singing 
males in parentheses and all Inner London Records. 


Chingford Plain (2). Epping Forest, other than Chingford Plain (3-4). Hainault 
Forest (1), Harold Park, Mayland GC (4). 

Northaw Great Wood (1). 

Inner London: Regent’s Park singles on Apr 14th and 21st (ARD, DJ). 

Black Park (1). 


Surrey Limpsfield Chart (3). Walton Heath (3). 
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 


Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor and common but increasingly 
localised breeder. 


The Meadow Pipit remains a common bird on passage and in winter. It also breeds, 
mainly on the Thames marshes, but also on suitable habitat away from these 
strongholds. The variable breeding numbers recorded at some sites are probably more 
to do with variable observations that actual breeding numbers, although some areas 
pressure from development, such as Rainham Marsh, have shown reductions. Spring 
passage was recorded from the beginning of March to May 11th. The peak numbers 
in spring passage were, Dagenham Chase, 130 on Mar 21st, Brent Res, 80 N on Mar 
23rd, Holmethorpe SP, 80 on Mar 24th, Bushey, 118 on Mar 25th, Hampstead Heath, 
60 on Mar 25th, Beddington SF, 85 N on Mar 24th and 100 N on Mar 28th, 
Riddlesdown, 70 on Mar 28th and Tyttenhanger GP 70 on Apr 2nd. The largest numbers 
in autumn were noted at the end of September and beginning of October with the 
largest counts being at Beddington SF, with 603 on Sept 30th, 356 on Oct Ist and 200 
on Oct 2nd and Oct 6th all moving S, other notable counts were, Hampstead Heath, 
150 on Sept 22nd, Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 100 on Sept 30th, Paynes Lane GP, 110 in 
90 minutes and Regent’s Park, 250 on Sept 30th. Wintering records were widespread 
but only at Rainham Marsh did the wintering numbers reach 100. 


Records of singing males or known breeding pairs (with numbers in parentheses) 
are shown below as well as Inner London records. 


Berwick Ponds (2). Chingford Plain (1-2). Corbets Tey (12+). Fairlop (8-10). 
Harold Wood (1). Hornchurch CP (15). Rainham GP (2). Rainham Marsh (70). 
Upminster Common (6). 

Park Street GP (4). 

Bushy Park (4). Hampton Court Park (1). Rammey Marsh (4). Tottenham Marsh 
(1). Inner London: Regent’s Park, spring passage from Mar 10th to Apr 14th, with 
a maximum of 50 on Mar 24th; autumn passage noted from Sept 12th to Nov 15th 
with a peak of 250 on Sept 30th. South Bank, four flew S on Sept 30th. Spitalfields/ 
Bishopsgate, two flew W on Sept 25th, five flew N on Oct 2nd. 

Crayford Marsh (1+), Dartford Marsh (10+), Woolwich Common (7-8). 
Chertsey Mead (1). Hersham GP (1). Holmethorpe SP (10+). Molesey Heath (2). 
Riddlesdown (2). Riverside Open Space, Molesey (2). Jnner London: Bankside 
Reach, 14 flew N on Mar 23rd, singles on Sept 20th and Sept 25th, two flew S on 
Sept 27th and 12 flew S on Sept 30th. 


Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus 
Status: rare vagrant 


Beddington SF, one present from Oct 6th to 13th proved to be very elusive and 
although initially seen well on 6th it was subsequently only seen (and then mostly 
in flight) on Oct 8th, 10th, 11th and 13th (JA/ et a/). 


The ninth London record, but the first to stay for any length of time, although its 
elusiveness ensured no large audience was able to see it. Incredibly, given its 
rare status, this is the fifth year in a row that there has been an autumn record in 
London; all the first four London records were spring arrivals. Accepted by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. A claim of another bird at the same site in 
September has not been submitted. 
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Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus 
Status: passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The wintering population was mainly along the River Thames, although numbers 
were again on the low side. Away from the River Thames passage was noted in 
spring and autumn at 19 sites, but was also low in numbers. 


Barking Bay, singles on Jan 21st, Jan 28th and Feb 2nd, five on Mar 15th and 
two on Mar 18th. Beckton, singles on Dec 3rd and Dec 11th. King George V 
Res, one from Mar 19th to 22nd, two from Mar 23rd to Mar 27th and singles on 
Apr 3rd, Oct 24th, Nov 15th and Dec 24th. Rainham Marsh, maxima of 16 in 
January, 12 in February, three in March, in the second half of the year six in 
October, ten in November and ten in December. Walthamstow Res, singles on 
Mar 17th and Oct 24th. West Thurrock, two on Mar 2nd. 

Amwell GP, singles on Apr 6th and Oct 18th. Hilfield Park Res, singles on Mar 
20th and Mar 26th. 

Brent Res, singles on Oct 24th, Nov 2nd, Nov 9th, Dec Ist and Dec 27th. 
Cricklewood, one on Jan 1st. Hendon, singles on Mar 14th and Oct 29th. Kempton 
Park Res, singles on Mar 23rd and Apr 8th. Staines Res, singles on Mar 24th and 
Nov 2nd. Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Mar 24th and Oct 31st (ARD,DJ). 
Queen Mother Res, two on Oct 3rd, three on Oct 4th, four on Oct 7th, two on Oct 
8th and then one present to the end of the year. 

Charlton, one on Nov | 1th and many dates to the year end. Dartford Marsh, maxima 
three in January, six in February, and, in the autumn two in October and four in 
November and December. Swanscombe Marsh, maxima 21 in January but no counts 
in the second half of the year. 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 4th, Sept 21st, 23rd and 27th, two on Oct 22nd, 
one on Oct 29th, four on Nov 4th and singles on Nov 5th and 21st. Island Barn 
Res, one on Mar 16th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, singles on Apr 9th, Sept 9th and 
21st. Walton Res, singles on Mar 23rd, Oct 9th and 15th. 


Birds showing the characteristics of the Scandinavian race A. p. littoralis were 
recorded as follows. For a discussion on this and the next species see LBR 59:1 13. 


Walthamstow Res, singles on Apr 4th and Apr 7th. 

Tyttenhanger GP, two on Mar 22nd, and singles on Apr 6th and Apr 10th. 

Perry Oaks SF, one on Mar 10th. 

Queen Mother Res, one on Mar 10th. 

Thamesmead, one on Mar 15th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Mar 3 Ist. Beddington SE, singles on Mar 5th, 24th and 
26th, two on Mar 27th and one on Apr 4th. Holmethorpe SP, one from Mar 3rd 
to Mar 23rd. Walton Res, one from Apr 2nd to Apr Sth. 


Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta 
Status: regular but localised winter visitor. 


The total number of birds recorded for the year was at least 62, about average for the 
last six years. Wintering numbers at the main site of Rainham Marsh were quite high 
and birds were recorded at a total of 16 sites compared to eight in 1995. At the three 
major sites - Rainham, Rye Meads and Beddington - birds were recorded up to the first 
or second week of April and again from mid-October. In some cases birds wandering 
from these key sites may account for some of the other reports. All records are given. 
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Barking Bay, one on Mar 18th (KB). Cornmill Meads, one on Apr 4th (AH) and 
5th (GCB). Essex Filter Beds, one on Feb 18th and 19th (LVPB,GJ). Nazeing GP 
one on Jan 6th (MAHs). Paynes Lane GP, one on Mar 30th (LVPB). Rainham 
Marsh, maxima of 12 in January, 17 in February, 20 in March, and six in April, 
last noted on Apr 13th (MKD, SRP). In the second half of the year there were 
five on Oct 26th, with maxima of seven in November and December (MKD, 
SRP, PJV). Sewardstone, one on Apr 8th (PJV). 

Broxbourne GP, one on Mar 28th (LVPB). Rye Meads SF, maxima, three in 
January, two in February, four in March, two in April, with the last on Apr 6th, in 
second half of the year, first recorded on Oct 10th, maxima one in October and 
two in November and four in December (RMRG). 

Trent Park, one on Dec 3rd (RJW). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Mar 27th (RMC). 
Horton GP, one on Nov 13th (CDRH). 

Dartford Marsh, one from Nov 8th (BEW) to Nov 11th (GBy,DW). Erith Reach, 
one Jan 28th (AJM). 

Beddington SE, monthly maxima: seven in January, last bird on Apr 14th; in autumn 
first bird returned on Oct 10th, maxima eight in November and five in December 
(BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Dec Sth (SJS). 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Status: common passage migrant and decreasing breeder. 


The first spring migrant was at Dagenham Chase on Mar 27th, but very few 
birds were seen before the middle of April. The largest concentrations were 
58 at Sewardstone on Apr 27th and 77 at King George V Res on the Apr 
30th. Passage continued into May and a few records continued into June. 
It is possible that these, like some of the early July records, are accounted 
for by wandering breeding birds rather than genuine migrants. The number 
of breeding pairs remained very low with no more than 46 and possibly as low 
as 40. The numbers in Essex fell, but at Beddington SF and Perry Oaks SF the 
situation was more hopeful with nine pairs at each site increasing from five 
and three respectively. Autumn passage began on July 23rd, with a bird at 
Dartford Marsh. The largest concentration reported being 80 at Kempton Park 
Res on Sept 3rd. Passage continued into October, the last being singles at 
Queen Mother Res and Staines Res on Oct 9th. A summary of breeding season 
records (numbers in parentheses), passage concentrations and Inner London 
records is given below. 


Berwick Ponds (2). Corbets Tey (4-5). King George V Res, 77 on Apr 30th. 
Rainham GP (2-3). Rainham Marsh (4-5); 30 on Aug 31st. Sewardstone, 58 on 
Apr 27th . Walthamstow Res, 32 on May 3rd. 

Beech Farm (1-2). Coopers Green GP (1). Coursers Lane Fields (2). Hilfield Park 
Res (1). Rye Meads (1). Tyttenhanger GP (1). Waterdale (1). 

Parkside Farm (1). Perry Oaks SF (9). Tottenham Marsh (1). Kempton Park Res, 
80 on Sept 3rd. Parkside Farm, 55 on Sept 15th. Staines Moor, 43 on Aug 31st. 
Staines Res, 40 on Aug 31st. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 36 on Sept 20th. Inner 
London: Regent’s Park, spring passage: singles on Apr 15th, 18th, 28th and 29th 
and May 13th; autumn passage: recorded between Aug 12th and Oct Ist, the 
largest count, 19 on Sept 23rd, was in a single flock. 

Queen Mother Res, 28 on May 10th. 

Horton Kirby (1). 
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Beddington SF (9). Queen Elizabeth IT Res, 31 on Aug 31st. Walton Res, 32 on 
Sept 17th. 


Records of birds showing the characteristics of races other than M. f flavissima 
were as follows: 


Blue-headed Wagtail M. f. flava. 

Dagenham Chase, one on Apr 19th (PM,KB). King George V Res, singles on Apr 
28th (JG), Apr 30th (PL) and May 6th and 7th (JG,PL). Walthamstow Res, one on 
May 3rd (KL,PL). 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on May 18th (JFe). 

Perry Oaks SF, singles May 6th, June 2nd, when paired with a female Mf 
flavissima, July 7th and 13th (CL). Staines Res, singles on Apr 27th (RPn) and 
May 21st (DJM). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one Sept 7th (RMC). 

Queen Mother Res, one on May 10th (CDRH). 

Sevenoaks Reserve, one on May 18th (SWR). 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 9th (BBR). Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Apr 28th 
and 29th (DMH). 


Syke’s Wagtail M. f. beema 
Beddington SF, one on Apr 26th (BBR). 


Ashy-headed Wagtail M. f. cinereocapilla 
King George V Res one on Apr 23rd (PL,PJV). 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


There were reports from 66 sites with birds present during the breeding season 
although breeding was not proved at every site. This is slightly down on 1995 but is 
probably not significant as unless a full survey is completed the coverage of year to 
year observations varies. Breeding season totals are shown in the table below and 


maximum counts are given by county, where Rye Meads recorded 18 in August. 
Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey 
No of sites holding birds 1] 7 5 2 6 12 23 
during the breeding season 


There were more reports from Essex resulting in an increase in breeding season 
records. Harold Wood SF, nine on Dec 28th. 

Rye Meads, peak counts of five in January and March, 18 on Aug 24th, 11 in 
September, five in October and ten in November and December. 

Widely recorded, but fewer records in the breeding season reported than normal 
and outside the breeding season maximum counts no more than three at any site. 
Inner London: Breeding season records from St James’s Park, (RFS). Outside the breeding 
season also reported from Kensington Gardens, Regent’s Park and Spitalfields/ Bishopsgate. 
Present at six sites during the breeding season but no counts of more than two 
outside this period. 

Outside the breeding season widespread in small numbers, but no site recorded 
more than three. 

Widely distributed but with a small decrease in reported breeding. River Wandle 
(Carshalton to Wandsworth), nine on Jan 27th. Inner London: Breeding season 
records from Burgess Park (MAH). 
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1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, two on Jan 31st; one pair bred raising three young 
(BM). 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii 
Status: common breeding resident and winter visitor. 


There were no confirmed breeding records in Inner London, although there were 
good autumn and winter counts. Large counts and roosts and Inner London records 
are summarised below. 


Aveley, 40 on Dec 27th. Harold Wood SF, 100 on Jan 6th, 135 on Dec 16th and 
128 on Dec 28th. Hornchurch CP, 100 on Jan 14th. King George V Res, 40 on 
Mar 21st and 27th. Walthamstow Res, 74 on Mar 24th and 85 on Apr 6th. 

Rye Meads, maxima of 47 in January, 41 in March, 60 in August, and 65 in 
September. Tyttenhanger GP, 40 on Sept 2nd. 

Alexandra Park, 36 on Mar 3rd and 42 on Nov Sth. Edmonton, 50 on Nov 7th. 
Kempton Park Res, 80 on July 7th. Perry Oaks SF, 45 on Jan 9th and 80 on July 
7th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 35 on Oct 6th. Inner London: Holloway, 100 at a 
roost at the corner of Holloway Road and Camden Street on Dec Ist. Regent’s 
Park, two pairs bred. Fewer records were received from Inner London but no 
change of status is suspected. 

Chalfont Park, 30 on Sept 22nd. 

Dartford Marsh, 32 on Sept 20th. Ruxley GP, 30 on Jan 3 Ist. 

Barwell Court, one territory on CBC plot (same as 1995). Holmethorpe SP, 85 on 
Jan Ist, three pairs bred. Island Barn Res, 47 on Apr 13th. Park Farm, Chessington, 
one territory in CBC plot (same as 1995). Reigate, 335 in town centre roost on Jan 
Ist. Sutton, 140 at roost on Dec 4th. Walton Res, 43 on Sept 11th. Inner London: 
Burgess Park, 50 on Oct 9th. 


1020.01 White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba 
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Status: passage migrant, rarely identified in autumn. 


With around 50 birds at 23 sites 1996 was about average for the decade. The 
first was at Parkside Farm, Enfield on Mar 16th. There were four records of 
singles in autumn, and the last was at Regent’s Park on Oct 2nd. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Apr 2nd. Dagenham Chase, singles on Apr Ist, 3rd and 
27th. Fairlop Lake/Plain, one on May 14th. Fishers Green, one on Apr Ist. King 
George V Res, singles on Mar 19th ,and 30th, two on Apr 8th, one on Apr 10th 
and two on Apr 19th. Nazeing GP on Apr 4th. Walthamstow Res, singles on Mar 
30th, 31st and Apr 13th. Weald Park, one on Apr | Ith. 

Coursers Lane Fields, singles on May 5th and 15th. Tyttenhanger GP, singles on 
Apr 2nd, 7th and 8th, two on Apr 10th.and 12th and singles on Apr 13th, May 
14th and 15th and one on Sept 9th, possibly present from Sept 2nd. 

Parkside Farm, Enfield, singles on Mar 16th and 31st. Perry Oaks SF, one on 
Apr 20th and Sept 21st. Staines Res, singles on Apr 13th and May 12th. Stanwell 
Moor, one on Apr 19th. Stanwell Moor GP, one on Apr 13th. Wood Green Res, 
one on Apr 19th. /nner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 17th, Sept 27th 
and Oct 2nd (ARD, DJ). 
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Queen Mother Res, singles on Mar 17th, Mar 31st, Apr 9th to 13th and 16th, two 
on Apr 18th, three on Apr 19th, four on Apr 20th, one on Apr 21st and 22nd, 
three on Apr 23rd, four on Apr 24th, three on Apr 25th, and singles on Apr 26th 
and May 16th. 

Woolwich Common, one on Apr 4th. 

Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 12th. Beddington SF, one on Mar 24th and Apr 24th. 
Holmethorpe SP, singles from Mar 24th to 27th and on Apr 13th. Queen Elizabeth 
II Res, two on Apr 16th and one on May Sth. Walton Res, one on Apr 17th. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus 
Status: uncommon, but sometimes numerous, irruptive visitor. 


The first winter period: The Waxwing invasion which started with a few birds in 
northern Scotland in November 1995 and became a trickle along the east coast of 
Britain in December became a flood in January, reaching London with one at 
Thorndon Park on Jan 7th. There were unprecedented numbers from February to 
April. The widespread distribution of the birds and the mobility of the flocks 
make it very difficult to calculate the total number of birds in the LNHS Area but 
it was probably in the region of 1,000 to 1,500 birds. The largest numbers were 
predictably in Essex where there where over 200 at Gallows Corner/Harold Hill. 
The last record was on Apr 22nd at Black Park. Summary details of large flocks 
and all other records for the first half of the year are given below. 


Brentwood, 40 on Feb 21st, 50 on Apr 14th, but only one on the 15th. Chingford, 
six on Feb Ist. Collier Row, eight on Apr 16th, 37 on Apr 17th. Dagenham Chase, 
two on Feb 19th. Dagenham Corridor, Parslows Park, one on Mar 23rd. Dagnam 
Park, 20 on Mar 3rd, maximum and last day 43 on Apr 10th. Fishers Green, four 
on Feb 18th. Gallows Corner/Harold Hill, five on Feb 2nd, 20 on Feb 22nd, 50 on 
Feb 27th, 200 on Mar 4th, maximum 215 on Mar 20th; last recorded, 50 on Apr 
19th. Hainault, 61 on Apr 8th falling to ten on Apr | 1th. Harlow, one on Feb 20th. 
Loughton, 30 on Mar Sth. Maylands Golf Course, 53 on Apr 7th and 30 on Apr 
10th. Thorndon Park, one on Jan 7th and 10th. Upminster, nine on Feb 7th and ten 
on Feb 10th. Warley Place, Brentwood, 65 on Apr 8th. Weald Park, 20 on Mar 
17th and 18th, nine on Apr 17th. 

Amwell GP, five on Feb 8th, maximum 17 on Mar 3rd and three on Mar 24th. 
Bayford, four on Feb 4th. Broxbourne Woods, nine on Mar 6th and 14 on Mar 
17th. Bushey, one on Mar | 1th. Cheshunt GP, singles on Jan 27th and 31st. Croxley 
Green, four on Feb 22nd, maximum and last recorded, 14 on Mar 22nd. Hatfield, 
40 on Mar Ist, maximum 46 on Mar 3 Ist; last recorded, six on Apr 3rd. Hertford 
Town, five on Feb 4th and one on Feb 7th. Hoddesdon, 35 on Mar 8th and 20 on 
Mar 20th. Rye House Marsh, one on Feb 2nd. Rye Meads, one on Feb 10th. St 
Albans, eight on Feb 14th, maximum 30 on Feb 27th; last recorded, four on Apr 
18th. Ware, six on Jan 27th; maximum and last recorded, 87 on Apr 6th. Watford, 
four on Feb 24th, maximum 30 on Mar 6th, 17 on Mar 22nd. Wormley, one on 
Feb 10th. 

Cowley Peachy, Grand Union Canal, 53 on Mar 12th; last recorded, two on Mar 
18th. Edmonton, six on Mar 12th. Enfield (Turkey Street), one on Jan 21st. Enfield 
(Lincoln Road), 50 on Feb 23rd, maximum 77 on Feb 26th; last recorded, 20 on 
Mar 26th. Hampstead Heath, 11 on Feb 11th. Hampton, one on Feb 9th, 16 on 
Mar 1 Ith, last recorded, 16 on Mar 13th. Harrow, three on Feb 15th, last recorded, 
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two on Feb 19th. Ickenham, six on Apr 8th and 14 on Apr 9th. Potters Bar, one 
on Feb 8th. Rammey Marsh, one on Jan 20th. Sunbury, 12 on Mar 25th and 
26th. Uxbridge, 15 on Mar 2nd, maximum 68 on Mar 3rd; last recorded, 62 on 
Mar 4th, these birds were seen on both sides of the county boundary with Bucks. 
Winchmore Hill, 12 on Mar 26th. 

Black Park, nine on Mar 3rd, five on Apr 5th, 27 on Apr 19th; last recorded, one 
on Apr 22nd. This last bird roosting in a thicket was chased off by a Cuckoo, these 
two species must rarely come into contact in the UK! Uxbridge, see Middlesex. 
Wraysbury GP, five on Feb 27th. 

Beckenham, one on Feb 3rd. Blackheath (Cator Estate), 19 on Jan 27th. Charlton, 
four on Jan 17th and Feb 25th. Chelsfield, 15 on Feb 17th. Dartford (Fleet Estate), 
44 on Mar 3rd, 20 on Mar 6th; last recorded, five on Mar 23rd. Dartford (Temple 
Hill Estate), five on Feb 14th, 35 on Feb 18th; last recorded, 13 on Mar 23rd. 
Dartford Marsh, five by the Dartford Tunnel slip road on Mar 27th, probably the 
last of the Temple Hill flock. Greenhithe 14 on Feb 8th, maximum 18 on Feb 9th; 
last recorded, one on Mar Sth. Greenwich Park, four on Jan 27th, maximum seven 
on Feb 6th; last recorded, five on Feb'12th. Joyce Green Hospital, one flew W on 
Feb 5th. Maryon Wilson Park (Charlton), two on Mar 15th. Orpington, two on Feb 
15th, 26 on Mar 6th, maximum, 55 on Mar 26th, last recorded, four on Mar 28th. 
Petts Wood, seven flew NW on Feb 12th. Thamesmead, one on Jan 22nd and six 
on Mar 4th. Woolwich, five on Feb Ist, 38 on Feb 17th; last recorded, 37 on Mar 
3rd. 

Banstead, one on Jan 20th. Beddington SF, one on Feb 6th. Carshalton, one on Jan 
27th. Epsom, six on Feb 6th and 15 on Mar 23rd. Hinchley Wood, five on Apr Sth, 
maximum 20 from Apr 8th to 15th; last recorded, one on Apr 26th. Oxted, 15 on 
Apr 13th and 11 on Apr 14th. Streatham, one on Jan 31st. Tolworth, 12 on Apr 
11th and 12th. Tooting, two on Jan 27th. Walton-on-Thames, 14 on Feb 24th. 


The second winter period: Up until the end of 1996 there were no signs of an 
irruption of similar proportions in the 1996/7 winter. However there are likely to 
be more than average numbers as a minor invasion often follows the real thing. 
All records for the second part of the year are given below. 


Amwell GP, five on Dec 18th. (DLg). Cuffley, three on Nov 24th (VHy). 


Dipper Cinclus cinclus 
Status: rare winter visitor and passage migrant. 


River Lea at Lemsford Springs and Stanborough Lakes. The bird trapped in 
September 1995 was reported on Jan Ist (MI) and Jan 21st (MDR) and on several 
dates between these. 


This is the fourteenth record for London. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
Status: abundant resident. 


The cold weather of December 1995 and February 1996, when temperatures 
reached as low as -8°C had a major affect on the population of resident Wrens. All 
CBC plots showed marked declines of up to 50%. A selection of records is given 
below. 
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Essex Filter Beds, ten pairs bred. Hainault Forest, no change on 1995 when 
there were 70 pairs. Rainham Marsh, 17 pairs bred (20 in 1995). Weald Park, 
reported to have decreased. 

Middlesex Filter Beds, six pairs bred. Jnner London: Hyde Park, five 
territories (eight in 1995). Kensington Gardens, six territories (nine in 1994). 
Regent’s Park, minimum of 12 pairs bred. St James’s Park, seven territories (nine 
in 1995). 

Blackheath, one feeding on a peanut basket on July 19th is an unusual 
record. Catford, 12 singing males along the river Pool, from Catford 
Bridge to Lower Sydenham. Dartford Heath, at least 20 singing males in 
May (66 in 1995, but a more complete survey). Ruxley GP, maximum of 
16 on Nov 16th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 12 on May 11th. Woolwich Common, 
eight territories. 

Arbrook Common, 38 territories in CBC plot (70 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 17 
territories in CBC plot (38 in 1995). Barwell Court, 17 territories in CBC plot (24 
in 1995). Beddington SF, 48 territories (90 in 1995). Bookham Common, 15 
territories in CBC plot (19 in 1995). Long Ditton (Sugden Road), three territories 
in CBC plot (five In 1995). Lonsdale Road Res, minimum of six territories. Nower 
Wood, 19 territories in CBC plot (28 in 1995). Park Farm, Chessington, 15 territories 
in CBC plot (27 in 1995). Reigate Priory, the maximum counted was 33 in 
June. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 
Status: abundant resident. 


The affect of the cold winter weather on the population of Dunnocks was less 
pronounced than on the previous species. Nevertheless the upward trend noted 
last year has ceased. Records of census counts and Inner London records are 
given below. 


Essex Filter Beds, one pair bred. Hainault Forest, no change compared to 1995 
when there were 60 territories. Rainham Marsh, eight territories (ten in 1995). 
Weald Park, reported to have decreased. 

Rye Meads SF, 14 territories (no records for 1995, but 25 in 1994). Stocker’s 
Lake, seven territories. 

Middlesex Filter Beds, two pairs bred. Inner London: Hyde Park, three territories 
(same as 1995). Kensington Gardens, three territories (five in 1994). Regent’s 
Park, minimum of 16 pairs bred (24 in 1995). St James’s Park, two territories 
(same as 1995). 

Dartford Heath, 15 singing males (16 in 1995). Hither Green Cemetery, two 
territories. Maryon Wilson Park, ten territories. Ruxley GP, 15 on Jan 17th. 
Woolwich Common, five territories. 

Arbrook Common, four territories in CBC plot (same as 1995). Ashtead Common, 
nine territories in CBC plot (same as 1995). Barwell Court Farm, 11 territories in 
CBC plot (same as 1995). Beddington SF, 17 territories in breeding survey (29 in 
1995). Bookham Common, one territory in CBC plot present but no territory in 
1995). Long Ditton (Sugden Road), four territories in CBC plot (11 in 1995). 
Lonsdale Road Res, two territories. Nower Wood, one territory in CBC plot. Park 
Farm, Chessington, seven territories in CBC plot (1 in 1995). Reigate Priory, four 
pairs bred. 
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Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Status: abundant breeding resident with influxes in autumn and winter. 


The breeding population, appears to have been little affected by the harsher winter 
with some census numbers slightly up, but a few showing a decline. There was 
little evidence of any autumn or winter movements. Census counts are given below. 


Essex Filter Beds, two pairs bred. Hainault Forest, no change compared to 1995 
when there were 65 territories. Rainham Marsh, nine territories (12 in 1995). Weald 
Park, reported to have decreased. 

Rye Meads/Rye Meads SF, 13 territories, (no records for 1995, but nine in 1994). 
Stocker’s Lake, 13 territories. 

Kempton Park Res, ten on Oct 2nd. Middlesex Filter Beds, six pairs bred (this site 
overlaps with Essex Filter Beds). Inner London: Hyde Park, 11 territories (ten 
in 1994). Kensington Gardens, 20 territories (nine in 1994). Regent’s Park, 
minimum of 18 pairs bred (30 in 1995). St James’s Park, nine territories (five in 
SEE) , 

Wraysbury GP, 16 on Nov 9th. 

Darenth Lakes, 22 on Apr 2nd, Dartford Heath, 42 singing males (70 in 1995, but 
a more complete survey was undertaken then). Maryon Wilson Park, seven 
territories. Ruxley GP, maximum ten on Jan 27th. Sevenoaks Reserve, maximum 
13 on May 11th. Woolwich Common, three territories. 

Arbrook Common, 35 territories in CBC plot (38 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 41 
territories in CBC plot (45 in 1995). Barwell Court, 32 territories in CBC plot (27 
in 1995). Beddington SF, 16 territories (14 in 1995). Bookham Common, 43 
territories in CBC plot (48 in 1995). Long Ditton (Sugden Road), 16 territories in 
CBC plot (20 in 1995). Nower Wood, 22 territories in CBC plot (20 in 1995). Park 
Farm, Chessington, 25 territories in CBC plot (31 in 1995). Reigate Priory, 
maximum count 47 in April; 19 pairs bred. 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
Status: breeding summer visitor in small numbers; scarce passage migrant. 


The number of singing males reported remained at a similar level to 1995 with 
around 33 singing males, some of which may have been migrants. Essex remains 
the stronghold with Surrey providing the most pairs at a single site. The number 
of records from the other areas remained low. The first bird of spring was at 
Fishers Green on Apr 5th. There was just one record in autumn away from 
breeding areas, with two at Morden Hall Park in August. All records are given. 


Berwick Ponds one singing Apr 13th to 16th (KB,PS,MWz7). Chingford Plain, one 
on Apr 23rd (PL), two in June (PAB). Connaught Water, first on Apr 16th, two on 
Apr 27th, one on May 18th (DMJ), two to three in June (AAB,PAB). Cranham 
Marsh, one pair (MKD). Fishers Green, one singing male on Apr 5th (GH), two 
on Apr 28th and May 4th (AAB,GCG), increasing to five in June (JF). Noak Hill, 
one pair probably bred (MKD,SRP,CRJ). Sewardstone, one from Apr 21st, 
increasing to three singing males in the breeding season, all paired and raised 
young (AC,GGG,JG). Waltham Abbey, one singing at Galleyhill Wood in June 
(BAB). 

Knights Wood, one on May 27th (SRH). Slipe Lane GP, one on May Ist and 29th 
(LM). Turnford Marsh, one from Apr 21st (AM¢,BR, JT et al). On May 4th this 
pair were seen to mob a cat and then walk along a path behind it! (RRD). 
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Middx Trent Park, pair present from Apr 26th to June 13th, seen carrying food (RMC). 
Bucks Wraysbury GP, one on Apr 19th (NPW) and birds singing until June 6th with a 
maximum of three on May 5th (RRG et al). 

Kent Dartford, Brooklands Lakes one singing on May 13th (JRP). 

Surrey Bookham Common, first seen on Apr 15th (RHK,IS), rising to seven territories 
during the breeding season (RHK,NJM et al). Morden Hall Park, two on Aug 
18th (MSR). Park Farm, Chessington, one singing from Apr 29th into June 
(TSC,AG,PAS). Whyteleafe, one on May 4th was the first in the area since 1978 


(BJT). 


1106 Bluethroat 


Status: rare vagrant. 


Essex 


to 5th (AM et al). 


Luscinia svecica 


Cornmill Meads, a male of the white-spotted sub-species cyanecula from Apr 3rd 


This is the fourteenth record for the London Area and the fifth in spring; this was 
undoubtedly the most widely admired Bluethroat to have been seen in London. 
The previous two records of this race, in 1983 and 1994, were also in April . The 
two earlier spring records were of the Blue-spotted race, svecica, in 1942 and 
1982, and occurred in March and May respectively. This was the first of about 
nine birds of this race reported in the UK in April 1996. 


1121 Black Redstart 


Phoenicurus ochruros 


Status: breeding summer visitor, passage migrant and winter visitor in small 


numbers. 


The number of records during the breeding season was disappointingly low, with 
several previously important breeding areas not featuring. This may be due to the 
difficulty gaining access to many of the industrial areas used by this species. 
Redevelopment of some suitable areas also limits potential breeding sites. There 
was evidence of passage with 23 birds at 18 sites in spring, 13 birds at ten sites in 
autumn and in addition six birds wintered at five sites. Breeding records are 
tabulated below and they are followed by all records of wintering and passage 


birds. 
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Eastway Cycle Track, a female on Apr 6th (SRH). King George V Res, a male 
on Jan 16th and 24th (PL), a female on Mar 27th (PL) and a male on Mar 30th 
(AC), after the breeding season, three on Oct 24th (AC), singles on Nov Sth, 8th 
and 23rd and Dec 4th (BAB,PL,RMC). Rainham Marsh, one on Nov 18th (PSw). 
Walthamstow Res, a male on Mar 24th (DL,PL). Wm Girling Res, one on Oct 
24th (DL). 

Hilfield Park Res, a female from Apr 2nd to Apr 5th (HPBR). Rye Meads SF, one 
on Mar 30th (LM,BT,TS). Stocker’s Farm, two first-winter males on Oct 30th and 
31st (RRD,JE,PLs, AMZ), one remaining until Nov 3rd (AVM). 

Cannons Park, a male from Nov 18th to the end of the year (RM). Cowley Peachy, 
amale on Apr 12th and 13th (RDH). Staines Res, a male on Nov 9th (AVM,DJM). 
Tottenham Marsh, a female on Mar 28th and a male on July Ist (JPr). Twickenham, 
a female on May | Ith (MBe). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, at first-summer male from 
Mar 11th to 18th, with two on the 17th, two females Mar 28th to 31st and a female 
on May 6th (RMC). Wraysbury Res, one on Oct 30th (CL). 

Iver Heath, one from July 16th to Sept 10th (NS): Queen Mother Res, one on Mar 
25th (JAS). 

Charlton, outside the normal breeding season, two on Jan 2nd, singles on Jan Sth, 
Feb 20th and 21st, two females on Mar 9th, one on Mar 16th remained to the 
breeding season; after the breeding season there were records of one or two birds 
on five dates in November and 12 dates in December to 27th (DM). Darenth 
Lakes, a female on Apr Ist (BEW). Thamesmead, one on Apr 10th (NRW). 
Barn Elms Res, one on Apr 6th (BEBG). Barnes, one from Dec 20th to 22nd, ina 
garden backing on to Barn Elms Res (RP). Beddington SF, females on Apr 11th 
and Aug 4th (BBR). Chessington, a female on Apr 2nd (JHB). Holmethorpe SP, a 
female on Apr 7th and 8th (JASP,SSWG). Morden Hall Park, a male on Apr 24th 
(MSR). Sunbury Lock, River Thames, one on Mar 20th (DMH). Richmond Park, 
single females near Holly Lodge on Mar 31st and Nov 9th (NA). 


1995 Additional Records 


Surrey /nner London:Battersea Park, five on Oct Ist, six on 3rd and seven on Nov 3rd 


1122 


Essex 


(BM). 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Status: passage migrant, never common; very rare breeding summer visitor. 


The first bird was on Apr 6th at Essex Filter Beds, the next on Apr 8th at Vicarage 
Farm, Enfield. There were records of 27 bird/days in spring, the same as in 1996. 
The last passage bird of spring was also at Essex Filter Beds, on May 6th. Once 
again there was no evidence of nesting, possibly confirming that this species is 
lost to the region as a breeding species. Autumn passage commenced with a male 
at Hampstead Heath on Aug 20th. There were approximately 56 bird/days in 
autumn, a 40% decrease compared to 1995, but about average for the last ten 
years. The first record of autumn was on Aug 20th and most were between Aug 
29th and Sept 16th. There were three records in October, the last being at Rye 
House Marsh on the 19th. All records are given below. 


Berwick Ponds, one on Apr 17th (PS). Coxtie Green Tip, one on Sept 21st (CRJ). 


Dagenham Chase, two on Sept 2nd and three on Sept 21st (KB,PM,DBG). Essex 
Filter Beds, singles on Apr 6th, 7th and May 6th (GJ). Hainault Forest, three on 
Sept 7th (MKD). Sewardstone, one on Apr 10th (PL). Upminster Common, one 
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on Sept 2nd and 3rd (CRJ). Walthamstow Res, one on Apr 12th and 13th (PL,DL). 
Weald Park, singles on Aug 31st and Sept 11th (CRJ). 

Croxley Moor, one on Sept 15th (RRD,AMd). Garston, one on Sept 9th (JTy). 
Hilfield Park Res, one on Aug 31st (GSE). Rye House Marsh, one on Oct 19th 
(HNHS). 

Alexandra Park, one on Sept 15th (AGr,LG,GN). Bedfont CP, one on Apr 26th 
(DWN). Bentley Priory, singles on Sept 9th and 14th (HNHS). Brent Res, one on 
Apr 27th (RBd). Enfield , one on Apr 11th (RP). Hampstead Heath, singles on 
Aug 20th and 30th (PWD), Sept 19th (WEO) and Sept 21st (MAH). Hounslow 
Heath, one on May 4th (KLP) and two on Sept 1 6th (CL). Stanwell Moor GP, one 
on Apr 13th (FRC). Tottenham Cemetery, one on Sept 12th (PL). Trent Park, 
singles on Aug 31st (RMC,RJW) and Sept 13th (RMC). Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 
singles on Apr 8th, Aug 26th, Sept 6th, 19th, 23rd and 25th and Oct Sth 
(RMC,RJW). Inner London: Regents Park, singles on Aug 24th and 30th, two on 
Sept 7th and one on Sept 16th (ARD, DJ). 

Old Slade GP, one on Apr 28th (DJM). Poyle Poplars NR , one on Apr 14th (PN). 
Charlton, Old Stone Sports Ground, one on Oct 14th (DM). Charlton, two on Apr 
19th, in the Barrier Gardens (DM). Palace Square, Crystal Palace, one in a garden 
on Apr 14th (NH). Dartford Marsh, singles on Apr 19th (AJM), Aug 25th (DW), 
Aug 29th (GBy,DW), Sept 10th (DW,BEW). Woolwich Common, singles from 
Apr 17th to Apr 20th, on Sept 12th and two on Sept 13th (DM). 

Beddington SF, singles on Apr 14th, Sept 7th and 24th (BBR). Holmethorpe SP, 
one on Apr 13th (GWJH). Kingston, River Hogsmill, one on Apr 19th (AF). Morden 
Hall Park, singles on Apr 28th, Sept Ist and Sept 18th (MSR). Reigate Priory, one 
on Sept Ist (JHn). Sanderstead, one on Sept 14th (JB). Scratch Wood, 
Woodmansterne, singles on Apr 15th and Aug 22nd (GJH). Inner London: Surrey 
Docks, one on Apr 16th (RK). 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 


Status: regular passage migrant but now almost extinct as a breeding summer 
visitor. 


There were no records of breeding at all in 1996. There was just one record 
outside of the normal passage times, a single at Holmethorpe on July 14th. The 
first birds of spring occurred on Apr 20th with singles at Harrow School and 
Richmond Park. There were no records of more than two birds at a site, and 
numbers were low with approximately 114 bird/days reported at 42 sites, a 60% 
increase compared to 1995 and higher than the average for the present decade. 
Most records were of ones or twos, with four at Hounslow Heath on May 12th 
being the highest count. The last bird of spring was at Nazeing GP on May 31st. 


In the autumn passage started on Aug 11th and there were records from 18 sites 
up to Aug 25th. The majority of records came in the period from Aug 26th through 
to Sept 22nd, although birds were recorded in small numbers up to Oct 6th. 
After this there were singles at Colney Heath and St Albans on Oct 11th, one at 
Barking on Oct 21st and a very late record of a juvenile at Dartford Marsh on 
Nov 5th. The maximum counts were ten at Cornmill Meads on Sept 11th. This 
was the only double figure count and although passage was steady there were no 
notable influxes as in 1995. There were approximately 613 bird/days reported 
from 68 sites. The number of autumn records was 12% down on 1995 and the 
seasonal ratio was 5.4:1. Records from Inner London are given below: 
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Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on May 13th, two on Sept 3rd, three on Sept 
17th, two on Sept 18th and one on Sept 20th (ARD, DJ). 


Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Status: localised breeding resident, regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The number of pairs recorded in the breeding season was between 11 and 13 at 
five sites. The population at Rainham Marsh was four to five pairs, the lowest 
total here since 1980, and there was only one pair on the south side of the Thames. 
In Surrey pairs were noted at two sites and breeding confirmed at one. Records 
were received from a total of 55 sites, a further decrease and the total number of 
birds wintering was lower than in 1995, with far fewer at the core sites of Bushy 
Park, Rainham Marsh and Richmond Park. Certainly suitable habitat along the 
Thames is under increasing pressure and the future of this attractive chat in this 
area is problematical. Breeding passage migrant and winter records are summarised 
below. é 


Breeding was noted at Rainham Marsh, four or five pairs - the lowest total here 
since 1980 - and Walthamstow Marsh, one pair. Records other than breeding were: 
Barking Bay, four in February, one on Sept 30th, three in October and November. 
Berwick Ponds, one on Mar 18th. Cornmill Meads, two on Oct Ist. Dagenham 
Chase, singles on Jan 6th, Feb 11th, Mar 25th and Apr 3rd, in the second part of 
the year, one on Sept 25th and 26th, two on Nov 21st and one on Dec 29th. Essex 
Filter Beds, two on Mar 10th. Fairlop Lake/Plain, singles on Feb 27th and Oct 
Sth. Rainham GP, one on Jan 2nd. Rainham Marsh, five up to the end of March 
and four in November and December. Upminster Common, a pair throughout 
September. Walthamstow Marsh, two in the first three months of the year, two in 
November and five in December. Walthamstow Res, four in October and two in 
November. 

Beech Farm GP, two on Sept 30th. Broxbourne GP, one on Mar 12th. Broxbourne 
Woods, one on Feb 27th. Croxley Moor, one on Sept 9th. Rye Meads, one on Oct 
12th. Tyttenhanger GP, one from Jan Ist to Feb 23rd, one from Sept 23rd to Oct 
Ist with two from Sept 26th to 30th and one on Nov 7th. 

Bedfont Lakes, one on Mar 10th. Brent Res, singles on Mar 25th and 28th and 
Oct Sth. Brimsdown, one on Jan 12th. Bushy Park, three in January and February, 
one up to Mar 3rd, one on Sept 6th, then two in September, three in October, two 
in November and four in December. Downe Barns Farm, one on Mar 10th. 
Enfield, one on May 13th. Hampstead Heath, singles on Mar 19th and Oct 4th. 
Hounslow Heath, singles on Jan 10th, Sept 25th, and Dec 9th. Parkside Farm, 
Enfield, one on Sept 26th. Perry Oaks SE, one on Jan 9th. Staines Res, one 
throughout January and on Feb 2nd and 10th, singles on Sept 24th and Nov 
30th. Tottenham Marsh, one in January, two in February and March, last one on 
Mar 20th, then two on Oct 13th, one in November and two in December. Upper 
Halliford, one on Jan 20th. Yeading Brook Meadows, three on Sept 7th, one on 
Sept 23rd and 28th, two on Sept 30th and one on Oct 17th. 

Horton GP, one on Jan 12th, four on Jan 14th and one on Feb 22nd. Iver, one on 
Jan 20th and Feb 2nd. Wraysbury GP, singles on Jan 20th, Feb 18th and Mar 2nd, 
two on Oct 12th, singles on Oct 19th and Nov Sth. 

Breeding occurred at Dartford Marsh where there was one pair and possibly a 
second. Outside the breeding season birds were noted as follows: Crayford Marsh, 
one on Oct 21st. Crossness, singles on Mar 31st and Oct 26th. Dartford Marsh, 
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three in January, two from October to the end of the year. Erith Marsh, one on 
Nov 10th. Hall Place Gardens, Crayford, one on Feb 4th. Swanscombe Marsh, 
three on Jan 7th and four on Jan 28th. Thamesmead, one on Feb 27th. Woolwich 
Common, singles on Mar 30th, Aug 16th and 17th and Oct Ist. 

Breeding season records occurred at the following sites: Headley Heath, two pairs 
on Apr | 1th. Walton Heath, three pairs bred, but one pair left after the first brood 
due to scrub clearance. Outside the breeding season birds were noted as follows: 
Barn Elms Res, one on Jan 8th. Beddington SF, up to three in the first part of the 
year, with the last record on Apr 16th, the first bird of autumn was on Sept 13th 
and the highest count in the second winter period was six on Nov 13th. Headley 
Heath, one on Feb 11th. Hersham GP, three on Jan 13th and one on Feb 23rd. 
Holmethorpe SP, four wintering in January and February, and one on Sept 22nd. 
Molesey Heath, two on Mar 2nd. Morden Hall Park, two on Feb 27th, in the 
autumn present form Oct 6th to 24th with a maximum of five on Oct 24th. 
Richmond Park, two in January and February, five on Mar 24th, a juvenile on 
Aug 28th, three in September, one in October, two in November and December. 
Riddlesdown, South Croydon, one in February. South Norwood CP, maximum 
of three in January and February, the first bird of autumn was on Sept 22nd, 
maxima of four September and October and two in November and December. 
Walton Res, one on Apr 30th. Whyteleafe, one on Feb Ist. Wimbledon Common, 
one on Oct 3rd. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 





Status: common passage migrant and very occasional breeding visitor. 


The first bird of spring was on Mar 8th at Queen Mother Res, there were a total 
of nine bird/days up to Mar 22nd. After this, records were widespread and at 
least 234 bird/days were recorded from Mar 23rd to Mar 3 Ist. The first week of 
April was quieter with 58 bird/days, the pace increased then with 112 bird/days 
from Apr 8th to 14th, numbers peaked in the next week with 285 bird/days and 
slowed to 122 bird/days in the week from Apr 22nd to 28th. In May numbers 
halved in each of the next two weeks and then there was a trickle into the first 
week of June with the last spring migrant at Tyttenhanger GP on June 7th. The 
overall spring total of approximately 931 reported bird/days at 86 sites was 18% 
higher than 1995 and similar to the high total in 1989. The highest numbers 
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reported were 14 at Beddington on Mar 24th. Despite a number of June records 
there were no reports of birds holding territory or attempted breeding. 


Autumn migration commenced on July 19th at Hilfield Park Res with another 
July record of one at Holmethorpe SP on 30th. The autumn migration was steady 
and there were no obvious peaks, and the maximum at any site was nine at 
Wraysbury Res on Aug 13th. In August there were 120 bird/days, September 
101 bird/days and October 27 bird/days. Birds were recorded from 46 sites in 
autumn with at least 252 bird/days being recorded, the highest since 1991. There 
were two November records, an injured bird at Wraysbury Res on the 9th and 
one at Foots Cray Meadows on the 15th. All Inner London records are given. 


Middx Jnner London: Burgess Park, one on Apr 10th (MAH). Regent’s Park, three on 
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Mar 25th, six on Mar 26th and 27th, two on Mar 28th, one on Apr 4th, three on 
Apr 10th, and 14th, two on Apr 15th, five on Apr 16th, two on Apr 20th, and 24th 
and one on May 3rd, two on Aug 15th, one on Sept 8th and two on Oct 10th 
(ARD, DJ). 7 

Inner London: Burgess Park, one on Apr 10th (MAH). Surrey Docks, five on Mar 
26th, three on Mar 31st, two on Apr 16th and 19th, four on Apr 20th and two on 
Apr 23rd. (RK). 


There were at least eight records of birds showing the characteristics of the 
Greenland race O. o. leucorrhoa. 


Cole Green, one on May 25th (SA) 

Queen Mary Res, one on Apr 27th (CL). /nner London: Regent’s Park, five on 
Apr 16th, two on Apr 20th, and 24th and one on May 3rd, (ARD, DJ). 

Morden Hall Park, one on May 11th (MSR). Walton Res, one on May 20th (NJM). 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
Status: regular passage migrant but never common. 


There were records of about 18 birds at 13 sites, the lowest number since 1986, 
since when the average has been 27 birds per annum. The bird visiting a Cheshunt 
garden in winter came ten years after a similar occurrence in Sidcup, Kent and 
was the third wintering record in London. Interestingly, there were about 20 Ring 
Ouzels reported in Britain in February, an unprecedented number. The first bird 
in spring arrived on Mar 24th at Amwell GP, quickly followed by one at South 
Norwood CP the next day. There was one further March record, seven April 
records and one on the late date of May 4th. In the autumn there were four birds 
in September, three together at Hampstead Heath and two in October. All records 
are given below. 


Dagenham Chase, a male on Oct 25th (KB,DBG,PM). Walthamstow Res, a male 
on May 4th (DL). 

Amwell GP, a male from Mar 24th to Apr 4th (TWG,TG,GJW). Beech Farm GP, 
one on Apr 20th (LM). Cheshunt, in a garden one from Feb 25th to Mar 28th 
(RDF). Moor Hill, one on Oct Ist (CE). 

Bedfont Lakes CP, a male on Apr 6th and 7th (FRC,AVM,DJM). Hampstead 
Heath, three on Sept 20th (PWD). 

Dartford Marsh. and immature on Sept 20th (GBy). Long Reach SF, a female on 
Apr 19th (DW,BEW). Woolwich Common, two males on Mar 24th and 25th, one 
remaining to Mar 27th (DM). 

Beddington SF, a female from Apr 13th to 15th (BBR) and a male on Apr 18th 
and 19th (BBR). South Norwood CP, a male from Mar 25th to 27th, a male on Apr 
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1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, one on Sept 4th and a male on Sept 30th (BM). 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
Status: abundant resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The Blackbird 1s widespread throughout the city centre as well as suburban gardens 
and the rural habitats that ring our region. CBC and other surveys indicate a 
small fall in numbers, but on a smaller scale than the drop in Wren numbers. 
Large counts and breeding surveys are given. 


Hainault Forest, numbers similar to 1995. Rainham Marsh, nine pairs bred (14 in 
1995). Weald Park, a decrease compared to 1995. 

Borehamwood, a nest with one week-old nestlings on Feb 11th. Rye Meads nine 
territories, (a minimum of 15 in 1995). Stocker’s Lake, nine territories. 

Inner London: Aberdare Gardens, NW6, 16 on Nov 11th. Hyde Park, 26 
territories (24 in 1995). Kensington Gardens, 38 territories (37 in 1995). Regent’s 
Park, 50+ on Oct 7th, were passage birds. St James’s Park, 12 territories (11 in 
1995). ; 

Dartford Heath, minimum of 19 singing males in May (40 in 1995, in a more 
complete survey). Dartford Marsh, 15+ on Nov 16th, a small fall of migrants. Hall 
Place Gardens, 20+ on Oct 26th, recently arrived migrants. Hither Green Cemetery, 
four territories. Maryon Wilson Park, seven territories. Ruxley GP, 19 on Jan 6th 
and Feb 24th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 29 on Feb 3rd. Woolwich Common, three 
territories. 

Arbrook Common, 17 territories in CBC plot (15 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 18 
territories in CBC plot (25 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, 19 territories in CBC 
plot (20 in 1995). Beddington SF, 35 breeding territories (37 in 1995). Bookham 
Common, 13 territories in CBC plot (10 in 1995). Holmethorpe SP, 75 on Jan Ist 
was the highest count. Long Ditton (Sugden Road), 14 territories in CBC plot (16 
in 1995). Nower Wood, 13 territories in CBC plot (15 in 1995). Park Farm, 
Chessington, 14 territories in CBC plot (same as in 1995). Reigate Priory, 
maximum, 47 in April; 12 pairs bred. Jnner London: Bankside Reach, 14 on 
Mar 25th. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
Status: regular passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The cold weather at the end of 1995 was followed by cold spells in mid-January, 
throughout most of February and the first half of March. Consequently winter 
thrushes were more numerous than in the past few years and sometimes could 
be seen feeding on the same berry bushes as the more spectacular Waxwings. 
The highest counts of January were 500 moving S over Broadwater GP on Jan 
14th, 600 moving NW over Beddington SF on Jan 27th, and 500 on the North 
Downs at Riddlesdown on Jan 30th. The hard weather in February brought nine 
counts of 400 or more with 940 at Dagenham Chase on the 8th and 600 moving 
W over Hampstead Heath on the 20th. The cold start to March meant that many 
flocks remained well into the month, there still being 500 at Holmethorpe SP on 
the 17th and 300 going to roost at Stocker’s Farm on the 31st. Amwell GP and 
Tyttenhanger GP still held flocks of 200 in the first week of April, and the last 
record of the spring was of one at Vicarage Farm, Enfield on Apr 18th. 
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The first record of autumn was of two birds flying south over Woolwich Common 
on Sept 4th, with two more on 16th, followed by a single at Hampstead Heath on 
Oct 3rd. There were very few records during October, but, despite the unsettled 
mild weather Fieldfares arrived in some numbers in the last week. On Oct 30th 
there were reports of 695 birds moving S at Beddington SF, 110 flying W in 15 
minutes at Staines Res and 130 at Regent’s Park. Early November was very mild 
but cooled by mid-month and became extremely cold in the last week. Good 
numbers of Fieldfares were moving throughout the month and on Nov 8th 830 
were noted moving west over Regent’s Park, and several sites held flocks of over 
200 birds. An unsettled December became cold from the 20th with snow in the 
last week in much of the south and east of the country. Perhaps most of the 
thrushes had moved west as numbers seemed to have dropped in this period. 
Significant counts and Inner London records are shown below. 


Collier Row, 220 on Feb 25th. Curtismill Green, 100 on Apr Ist. Dagenham Chase, 
132 on Jan 22nd, 940 on Feb 8th, 150 on Mar 22nd and 120 on Dec 10th. Dagnam 
Park, 200 on Jan 14th. Fairlop Plain/Lake, 300 on Jan 13th, 117 on Dec 18th. 
Hainault Forest, 160 on Jan 13th, 500 on Feb 10th, 400 on Feb 21st. Havering CP, 
400 on Feb 14th, 450 on Feb 21st and 150 on Dec 29th. King George V Res, 100 
on Jan 20th. Nazeing, 100 on Jan 15th, 200 on Feb 2nd and 200 on Mar 21st. 
Noak Hill, 100 on Feb 7th. Rainham Marsh, 100 on Feb 10th, 150 on Mar 23rd. 
Sewardstone, 200 on Jan 10th. South Weald, 250 on Jan 6th. Thorndon Park, 400 
on Jan 11th. Upminster, 100 on Feb 7th. 

Amwell GP, 100 on Jan 29th, 125 on Feb 27th, 120 on Mar 16th and 200 on Apr 
Sth. Bricket Wood, up to 400 throughout January. Cheshunt GP, 300 on Feb 1 Ith. 
Rye Meads, 100 on Feb 10th. Stocker’s Lake, 500 on Mar 10th. Stocker’s Farm, 
300 on Mar 31st. Tyttenhanger GP, 200 on Apr 7th and 100 on Oct 28th. 
Bentley Priory, 100 on Mar 6th. Brent Res, 100 on Dec 29th. Broadwater GP, 
c500 W during the morning of Jan 14th. Hampstead Heath, 200 flew W on Jan 
Ath, 300 flew W on Jan 31st, 600 flew W in two hours on Feb 20th, 300 on Nov 
8th and 300 flew SW on Nov 9th. Hounslow Heath, 400 on Feb 8th and 9th. 
Staines Moor, 200 on Jan 20th, 300 on Feb 11th and 14th, 200 on Feb 26th, 400 
on Mar 9th and 175 on Mar 23rd. Staines Res, 110 flew W in 15 minutes on Oct 
30th. Wraysbury Res, 100 on Jan 19th. nner London: Hyde Park, three on Oct 
11th. Regent’s Park, 300 on Jan 10th, 80 on Jan 13th, 33 on Feb 15th, two on 
Mar 28th, the last date in the first part of the year; one on Oct 22nd, 130 on Oct 
30th, 830 flew W on Nov 8th and 20 on Dec 14th. 

Colnbrook, 110 on Feb 23rd. Delaford Park, 300 on Feb 16th and 160 on Dec 
17th. Rowley Farm, Black Park, 100 on Mar 2nd. Upton Park, 100 on Mar Sth. 
Albany Park Station, 180 flew over in 20 minutes on Jan 10th. Charlton, 100 flew 
over NW on Jan 12th. Chipstead Lake, 400 flew over S on Jan 14th and 250 flew 
over W on Nov 2nd. Dartford Marsh, 250 on Jan 1 1th, 500 on Feb 8th, 300 flew over 
W on Nov 8th, 100 on Nov 25th, 300 on Dec 9th. Eynsford, 150 on Dec Ist. 
Hoblingwell Wood, 310 flew over W on Nov 8th. Littlebrook Lake, 300 on Mar 6th. 
Ruxley GP, 133 on Dec 29th. Sydenham. 235 flew over W and SW on Nov 8th. 
Abbey Mead, Chertsey, 200 on Mar 3rd. Beddington SF, 130 flew S on Jan 14th, 
600 NW on Jan 27th, 200 S on Feb 10th, the last spring record was on Apr 13th 
and the first of autumn on Oct 21st, 695 S on Oct 30th, 144 on Oct 8th and 119 on 
Oct 9th. Cobham, 150 on Jan 14th. Epsom Common, 400 on Feb 8th. Holmethorpe 
SP, 250 on Jan 4th, 150 flew N on Jan 26th, 100 flew N on Jan 27th, 250 feeding 
and 150 flew S on Feb 8th, 400 on Mar 3rd, 500 on Mar 17th, the first autumn 
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bird was on Oct 24th and 100 on Nov 8th. Horton CP, 100 on Feb 11th. Limpsfield 
Chart, 105 on Jan 14th. Riddlesdown, 500 on Jan 30th. Rushett Farm, 120 on 
Mar 23rd. Sanderstead, 100 on Feb 20th. Titsey, 100 on Jan 21st. Woldingham, 
North Downs GC, 150 flew over WNW on Nov 9th. Worcester Park, 230 flew 
over W on Nov 8th and 100 flew over SW on Nov 9th. Inner London: Battersea 
Park, four on Nov 14th. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The Song Thrush remains at a low ebb although the census plots show only a 
small decline compared to 1995. There was some evidence of a small influx in 
October. 


Hainault Forest, 30 breeding pairs, a slight decrease. Rainham Marsh, three pairs 
bred (same as in 1995). Weald Park, a decrease compared to 1995. 

Oxhey, a leucistic bird from Dec 6th to 9th. Rye Meads, five territories. Stocker’s 
Lake, five territories. 

Bedfont Lakes, two territories (3-4 in 1994). Bedford Park, two singing in May. 
Bushy Park, eleven pairs bred in CBC plot (seven in 1994). Crouch End Hill, four 
singing males on July 11th. Denham Court Park, nine singing birds on Nov 25th. 
Hampstead Heath, a small influx noted between Sept 21st and Oct 10th, maximum 
15 flew W on Oct 3rd. Middlesex Filter Beds, one pair bred. Inner London: Hyde 
Park, six territories (five in 1995). Kensington Gardens, five territories, (same as 
in 1995). Regent’s Park, 30 on Oct 2nd. St James’s Park, four territories (five in 
1995). 

Dartford Heath, only two singing males, but the survey was incomplete in 1996, 
(18 in 1995). Dartford Marsh, 15 on Feb 6th. Hall Place Gardens, three territories; 
ten migrants, with Blackbirds, on Oct 26th. Hither Green Cemetery, five territories. 
Maryon Wilson Park, four territories. Woolwich Common, one territory. 
Arbrook Common, four pairs bred in CBC plot (same as in 1995). Ashtead 
Common, six territories in CBC plot (same as in 1995) Barwell Court, three pairs 
bred in CBC plot (six in 1995). Beddington SF, 11 territories in breeding survey — 
(13 in 1995). Bookham Common, two territories in CBC plot (one in 1995), 13 
territories on the entire common. Long Ditton (Sugden Road), 14 territories in 
CBC plot (16 in 1995). Nower Wood, seven pairs in CBC plot (same as in 1995). 
Park Farm, four pairs bred in CBC plot (five in 1995). Reigate Priory, four pairs 
bred. West End Common, eight pairs bred. Wimbledon Common, 45 territories. 
Inner London: Burgess Park, one pair bred. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
Status: common passage migrant and winter visitor. 


The cold weather at the end of December 1995 continued into January. At West 
Ruislip GC, there were 2,000 on Jan 3rd, and at Holmethorpe SP 1,400 moved SE 
on Jan 4th, a large movement was noted at Hampstead Heath where 2,500 birds 
flew W in two hours on the same day. Redwings were far more numerous in this 
period than for several years and 4,000 moved NW at Beddington SF on Jan 27th. 
February numbers remained high, at Beddington SF 1,500 flew S on the 10th and 
at Holmethorpe SP 1,100 were reported on the 24th. At the beginning of March 
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there were 1,000 at New Denham on the 2nd and a similar number at Uxbridge on 
the 3rd. Several sites held flocks of 250 or more and at Rye Meads there were 
480 as late as the 30th. Most birds left the Area in the first two weeks of April, 
but there were an unusual number of birds lingering throughout the month and 
birds were seen at three sites in May. A bird ringed at Wraysbury GP on May 
11th showed signs of a brood patch, the last bird of spring was one at Grovelands 
Park on May 12th. 


The first arrival in autumn was on Sept 20th at Regent’s Park and birds were 
noted at four more sites in the next three days. The first movements were noted at 
various sites on Oct 3rd with 150 at Hampstead Heath and 160 at Worcester Park. 
Regular counts at Hampstead Heath again gave a snapshot of the movements of 
this species with small numbers until 350 W in three hours on Oct 10th, 200 on 
the 11th and 600 in one flock flew W on the 14th. There were 300 at Regent’s 
Park on Oct 24th. In November birds were widespread but counts were smaller 
with 150 flying W at Hampstead Heath on the 9th the largest count. December 
numbers were quite low with the largest numbers recorded being 250 at Dagenham 
Chase on the | 1th, 230 at South Norwood Country Park on the 27th and 400+ at 
Dartford Marsh on the 31st. Significant counts and Inner London records are given 
below. 


Dagenham Chase, 400 on Jan 30th and Feb 8th. Dagnam Park, 500 on Jan Ist. 
Hainault Forest, 350 on Jan 3rd, 800 on Feb 10th and 150 on Dec 31st. Rainham 
Marsh, 500 on Jan 4th. Weald Park, 300 on Jan 6th. 

Abbots Langley, 250 on Jan 30th. Amwell GP, 300 on Jan 6th. Cassiobury Park, 
350 on Mar 2nd. Oxhey, 480 on Mar 1 6th. Rye Meads, 530 on Jan 6th, 300 on Feb 
3rd and 480 on Mar 30th. Stocker’s Lake, 500 on Jan 11th 

Brent Res, 300 on Jan 7th. Hampstead Heath, 2,500 moved W in two hours on Jan 
4th, 150 on Oct 3rd, 350 flew W on Oct 10th, 600 flew W on Oct 14th and 150 
flew W on Nov 9th. Hammersmith, 300 on Jan 27th. Hampton Court Park, 250 on 
Mar 2nd. Staines Moor, 200 on Feb 11th and 14th. Uxbridge, 1,000 on Mar 3rd. 
West Ruislip GC, 2,000 on an 3rd. /nner London: Aberdare Gardens, NW6, 70 
on Feb 1 1th, and 13 on Oct 28th. Canfield Gardens, NW6, 66 on Feb 22nd. Green 
Park, 16 on Mar 11th. Hyde Park, six on Apr 6th. Kensington Gardens, 30 on Mar 
19th. Regent’s Park, 50 on Jan 3rd, 400 on Jan 4th, 500 on Jan 10th, 100 on Jan 
29th, 70 on Feb 15th, 130 on Mar 28th and the last in spring one on Apr 16th. In 
the autumn, one on Sept 20th, 30 on Oct 3rd, 50 on Oct 22nd, 80 on Oct 23rd and 
300 on Oct 24th. 

Dartford Marsh, 250 in January and February and 400-500 on Dec 31st. Ruxley 
GP, 200 on Jan 27th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 200 on Mar 4th. Thamesmead, 200 on 
Jan 28th. 

Abbey Mead (Chertsey), 500 on Mar 3rd. Arbrook Common, 200 on Feb 23rd. 
Beddington SF, 4,000 flew NW on Jan 27th and 1,500 flew S on Feb 10th. 
Hersham, 700 on Feb 11th, 300 on Mar 20th. Hogsmill SF, 300 on Feb 15th. 
Holmethorpe SP, up to 500 in January, 1,400 flew SE on Jan 4th, 200 flew N on 
Jan 26th 300 flew N on Jan 27th, 800 feeding and 300 flew S on Feb 24th and 450 
on Mar 3rd. Horton CP, 250 on Mar 23rd. Molesey Heath, 300 on Mar 4th. New 
Malden, 500 on Feb 22nd. Park Farm, Chessington, 200 on Mar 30th. Richmond 
Park, 200 on Jan 3rd and from Mar 13th to 25th. Sanderstead Church, 100 on Dec 
30th. South Norwood, 230 moved W on Dec 27th. Tandridge Knoll, 200 on Jan 
20th. Wimbledon Common, 200 on Jan 18th. Inner London: Bankside Reach, 17 
flew N on Jan 26th and 16 flew N on Feb 20th. 
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Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
Status: common breeding resident. 


This species seems to be holding its own, with little change where population are 
censused. Counts of post breeding gatherings, local census counts and Inner London 
breeding records are given. 


Hainault Forest 14 pairs bred (15 in 1995). Rainham Marsh, one pair bred. Weald 
Park, six pairs bred, 22 on Aug 1 Ith. 

Bricket Wood area, 13 pairs bred. Cassiobury Park, 15+ on Sept 10th. Garston, 
nine territories. Grove Hill, 23 on Sept 10th. Radlett, 25 on Aug 20th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, 22 on July 29th. Verulamium Lake, 24 on Sept 3rd. 

Hampstead Heath, 25 on Oct 8th. Parkside Farm, Enfield, 35 on June 22nd. Perry 
Oaks SF, 15 on Feb 11th. /nner London: Buckingham Palace, one territory. Hyde 
Park, five territories, same as in 1995. Kensington Gardens, four territories, one 
in 1994. Regent’s Park, a minimum of eight pairs bred. St James’s Park, one pair 
bred, same as in 1995. 

Beckenham Place Park, 13 on Aug 31st. Dartford Heath, at least three territories 
in May. Greenwich Park, 12 on Oct Sth. Hall Place Gardens, 15 on July 
28th. Thamesmead, Crossness, 25 on Aug 7th. Woolwich Common, 16 on Sept 
7th. 

Arbrook Common, two territories in CBC plot (same as in 1995). Barwell Court 
Farm, two territories in CBC plot (three in 1995). Beddington SF, 25 on Oct 8th. 
Bookham Common, one territory in CBC plot (same as in 1995). Cannon Hill 
Common, New Maldon, 15 on July 8th. Hersham, 12 on Mar 20th. Holmethorpe 
SP, three territories (four in 1995). Leatherhead, 20 on Oct 3rd. Park Farm, two 
pairs bred in CBC plot (one in 1995). Reigate Priory, two pairs bred. Richmond 
Park, 26 on Aug Ist. Riddlesdown, 30 on Sept 14th. Inner London: Burgess Park, 
one pair bred. 


Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti 


Status: scarce migrant, winter visitor and breeding species, subject to periodic 
colonisation. 


Berwick Ponds, one first heard singing on Apr 9th and 10th was present for 
about two weeks (KB et a/). This or another bird on Sept 29th (MKD). 
Wraysbury GP, one trapped on July 6th (RRG) had been previously ringed at 
Southampton, Hants, in August 1995. 

Hurst Green, Oxted, one present from Apr 26th until at least June 28th (KN). 
Walton Res, one singing on Nov 3rd, was still present in February 1997, but 
remained extremely elusive between these dates (DMH et a/). 


After the early breeding successes in the Lea Valley in the 1980s, cold 
winters knocked on the head any further hopes of expansion in the London 
Area, and records have been considerably fewer until recently. These four 
birds, including two singing males, is a welcome increase. The loud and 
distinctive song of the male can be heard from long range. Seeing females 
is a different matter, without the help of a mist-net - they are extremely 
elusive. Talk of pairs is also misconceived; this species is markedly 


polygynous. 
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Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 


Status: scarce passage migrant and breeding summer visitor mainly in the north 
and east of the Area. 


The first bird of the year was heard reeling at Chingford Plain on Apr 12th, and it 
was another excellent spring for this species with birds reported from 17 sites, 
although as usual it is difficult to distinguish between migrants in full song and 
those that remain to breed. For the second year in a row the large scrub and rushy 
area of Wraysbury GP had the largest population of breeding birds, and it was 
here that the last bird was seen on Aug 17th. 


Berwick Ponds, a singing male in June. Chingford Plain, one singing on Apr 12th. 
Hornchurch CP, two singing males from Apr 17th into May and two still singing 
on July 19th. Rainham Marsh, singles singing on Apr 23rd, 24th and 28th. 
Walthamstow Marsh, one singing on Apr 20th. 

Amwell GP, singles singing on Apr 24th and between June 22nd and 29th. Rye 
Meads SF, a pair present from Apr 16th to Aug 15th. Turnford Marsh GP, one 
singing from Apr 28th until May 29th. 

Horsenden Hill, a singing male on Apr 27th. 

Wraysbury GP, another good year at this site, with the first bird (trapped) on Apr 
13th, soon increasing to at least eight by 20th and 11 on 27th; then present 
throughout the summer months with at least ten singing on May | Ith, 12 birds on 
June 15th included two juveniles, and eight still singing on July 6th. The last bird 
of the year was on Aug 17th. 

Dartford Marsh, singles between Apr 19th and 29th, and on May 14th. Littlebrook 
PS, one on Apr 20th. Thamesmead, one on Apr 13th. 

Beddington SF, one on Apr 16th, and one singing from Apr 24th until May 6th. 
Bookham Common, one singing between Apr 21st until June 15th, with two singing 
on Apr 27th. Horton CP, one singing on Apr 13th. Warlingham, one singing at 
Court Farm from Apr 21st to 25th. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Status: common and widespread migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


In the following summary, sites holding more than ten pairs (or singing males) 
are given, together with all Inner London records. The first bird of the year 
was at Horton GP (Bucks) on Apr 5th and there was the usual widespread 
arrival from mid-April. It is practically impossible to compare numbers 
from one year to the next, but in terms of regularly counted sites the 
population seems fairly stable. Many of the birds heard singing loudly 
in April and May are migrants. Those males that do find partners normally 
fall silent very quickly. A very cold and windy May meant that breeding 
activity was much later than usual mainly due to the late growth of 
vegetation. Although normally associated with bushy vegetation near water, 
a pair was found on May 13th on dry chalk downland at Riddlesdown at 550 
feet above sea level. Most birds had gone by the middle of September. The 
last was Amwell GP on Oct Ist. 


Berwick Ponds/Ingrebourne Valley (40-50). Rainham Marsh (70-80). 
Walthamstow Res (16). 

Amwell GP (42). Colne Valley, from Rickmansworth to Troy Mill GP (17). Rye 
Meads SF (69). 
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Broadwater GP (17). Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Apr 16th, two on 
19th and singles on 22nd and July 10th (ARD, DJ). 

Wraysbury GP (30). 

Beddington SF (20). Inner London: Surrey Docks, two on Apr 20th (RK). 


Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris 
Status: rare summer visitor and passage migrant, more regular in recent years. 
A pair bred at one site, raising three young (locality and observers’ names withheld). 


Doubts have been expressed as to previous records of breeding in the London 
Area in particular with the birds at Rye Meads SF in the 1960s, which seemed to 
show characteristics both of Marsh and Reed Warblers (and known as ‘Mead 
Warblers’), as well as the series of records from the Sevenoaks Reserve in the 
1970s whose arrival dates in the spring seemed to be far too early to be this 
species. Following the resurgence of records nationally, there were two singing 
males reported in London in 1993 and 1994, and four in 1995, so this record 
comes as no real surprise, and it looks as though breeding has been proved at 
last without a doubt. 


Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


In the following summary, sites holding ten or more breeding pairs or singing 
males are shown with the number of such in brackets. There seems little change 
in breeding numbers overall with both increases and decreases reported 
compared to the previous year, although a significant decrease was noted at 
the very important site of Rainham Marsh, mainly due to habitat loss. Also 
included are four records from Inner London.The first record of the year came 
from Croxley Hall GPs on Apr 14th and the last bird was at Rye Meads SF on 
Oct 5th. 


Belhus Woods CP (12). Berwick Ponds area (100). Corbets Tey (12). Dagenham 
Chase (15). Harold Wood SF (12). Rainham Marsh (200). Walthamstow Res (11). 
Amwell GP (34). Rye Meads SF (48). 

Middlesex Filter Beds (20). Tottenham Marsh (12). Inner London: Regent’s 
Park, singles on May 10th, 12th and 31st (ARD, DJ). 

River Colne at Tilehouse GP (15). 

Ruxley GP (10). 

Beddington SF (15). Walton Res (41). Inner London: Surrey Docks, one on Apr 
20th (RK). 


Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 
Status: rare but annual passage migrant and winter visitor, which formerly bred. 
Walthamstow Marsh, one from Dec 12th to 31st (IK et al). 
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With current national population levels very much on a high, encounters with 
this species may well be expected to continue with increasing frequency. The 
London Area is not far from some quite large breeding populations of a species 
that is prone to wander in late autumn and winter. 


Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Hampton, a male was photographed in a garden in Priory Road on Aug 15th (DH). 


Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee, this is only the third record 
for the London Area of this summer visitor to southern Europe. Although national 
records span the period April to November, the majority have occurred in May 
(as did the previous two in London), and in autumn most are seen in October in 
the south-west. This record is therefore untypical, both in date and place, and 
suggests that it was not newly arrived in west London, but provides further 
encouragement to garden birdwatchers to keep looking out of the window. 


Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 


Status: rare autumn passage migrant. 





Barking Marsh, one from Sept | 1th to 13th (AM ef al). 


Only the fifth record within the London Area boundaries, the four previous birds 
all occurring between Aug 16th and Sept 21st, with two in each of the last two 
decades. It was near the same bushes that attracted a Woodchat Shrike in July 
1995, and although far more elusive (as is typical of the species), its three day stay 
meant that patient observers were rewarded with some good views of the bird. 
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Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


A familiar bird in many places in the London Area, though in far smaller numbers 
than the next species. The first report of the year was from Woolwich Common 
on Apr 17th, but the main arrival was between the last week of April and the 
middle of May when many singing males were logged. The largest counts were 
five singing at Hornchurch CP on Apr 27th, six singing males at Cuddington 
Golf Club in May and seven territories at Rye Meads SF during the summer. 
Autumn passage was light, the highest counts being in the last week of August 
when there were 15 at Wraysbury GP on Aug 24th, and 15 at Dagenham Chase 
and 20 at Dartford Marsh both on Aug 31st. The last bird of the autumn was at 
Charlton (Middx) on Oct Ist, but as there was a bird (possibly the same individual) 
at this same site on Dec 2nd, not the last of the year. The odd bird in November 
and December has become a feature in recent years and they may refer to very 
late migrants. Few seem to be able to survive the onset of cold weather. The 
following is a summary of Inner London records, where it is a regular migrant. 


Inner London: Regent’s Park (Middx), one on Apr 23rd, two on Apr 30th and then 
singles daily until May 18th; in autumn, singles reported between Aug 30th and 
Sept 16th with five on Sept 9th. St James’s Park (Middx), one on May 12th. 
Surrey Docks (Surrey), two on May 3rd. 


Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The clear concensus of opinion was that this species was even commoner than in 
1995, and that the large increases that have been noted in the last few years 
continues. Rarely have so many observers made much the same comment about 
an individual species. A selection include “110% increase on 1995”, “a record 
number”, “more abundant than 1995”, “saturation point”, and “my highest count 
since I began my WBS in 1979”. Territories at Beddington SF have increased 
from 65 in 1994 to 73 in 1995 , and now a massive 104 in 1996. To cap all this, a 
pair bred in Regent’s Park in Inner London, the first breeding since 1953 and only 
for the second time this century in Inner London. 


The first bird of the year was noted at Beddington on Apr 10th, and large scale 
arrivals took place from 15th onwards. Breeding birds were present in force 
well into August, but autumn passage numbers seemed to have been quite light, 
the highest counts being 24 at Wraysbury GP on Aug 17th, the same number at 
Barking on Aug 19th, and at least 30 at Dartford Marsh on Aug 31st, when there 
was a ‘mini-fall’ at Tyttenhanger GP. There were only two October records, one 
at Vicarage Farm, Enfield, on Ist, and two late birds at Brent Res on 21st. Breeding 
sites with ten or more singing males or territories are given below (number in 
brackets), as well as a summary of Inner London records. 


Barking (69). Belhus Woods CP (20+). Berwick Ponds (25+). Dagenham 
Chase (14). Dagnam Park (15+). Essex Filter Beds (12). Hainault Forest (167). 
Havering CP (10). Hornchurch CP (40-50). Rainham Marsh (70+). Walthamstow 
Res (12). Sewardstone (10). 

Bricket Wood area (17-20). Rye Meads (22). 
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Brent Res (22). Tottenham Marsh (17). Vicarage Farm, Enfield (10). Inner 
London: Bankside Reach, singing males on Apr 30th and May 20th. Regent’s 
Park, a pair bred; present from Apr 18th in spring, and singles in autumn from 
Aug 15th to Sept 6th. 

Wraysbury GP (20). 

Dartford Heath (15) Hall Place Gardens (11). 

Beddington SF (104). Bookham Common (25). Horton CP (11). South Norwood 
CP (16). Wimbledon Common (19). Jnner London: Burgess Park, one on May 
25th. Fred Wells Garden, Battersea, one singing on May Ist. 


Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 
Status: widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The first report of this summer visitor came from Amwell GP on Apr 18th. Singing 
males were widely reported during the breeding season, but more detailed 
comments about this species’ status were again lacking. Many sites had just one 
or two birds. Ten or more pairs were counted at Bookham Common (11 singing 
males), Hainault Common (14-16 pairs), Rye Meads SF (12 territories) and 
Wimbledon Common (10 territories). Autumn passage was little in evidence; 
the highest counts were only 15 at Nazeing GP on Aug 14th and Wraysbury GP on 
Aug 17th. The final sighting was at Bookham Common on Sept 25th. A summary 
of Inner London records is shown below. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, one on May 3rd. Regent’s Park, singles between May 
2nd and 27th, two on July 2nd, one on Aug 4th, two from Aug 14th to 30th, and 
one on Sept Ist. 


Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 


Status: very common passage migrant and breeding summer visitor, increasingly 
widespread in winter. 





Numbers in the breeding season remained at a very high level throughout. A 
selection of sites with the highest number of pairs include Bookham Common 
(25 singing males), the Bricket Wood area (29 territories), Dagnam Park (15 
pairs), Dartford Heath (23 territories), Foots Cray Woods (14 singing males), 
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Hainault Forest (55-58 pairs), Havering CP (25-30 pairs) and Rye Meads SF (19 
territories). There were also at least 13 pairs in Inner London parks as well as 
three other birds singing. A spring count of 40 on May 8th at Morden Hall Park 
was also very high. With many wintering birds still on site throughout March, it 
is impossible to pick out the first arrivals of summer visitors, and likewise in 
autumn (when migrants can still be around in late October), final dates of 
departing birds means little. A summary of records in the winter months is given 
in the table below, followed by Inner London records. 


Essex Herts Middx — Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 


January 
Individuals 2 8 8 4 2 48 72 
Localities 2 6 5 2 1 34 50 
February 
Individuals 1 6 9 ] yp) 62 81 
Localities 1 5 7 1 2 40 56 
November 
Individuals 2 - 2 l - 10 15 
Localities Dy - 2 1 - 10 iS 
December 
Individuals 2 3 8 2D - 23 38 
Localities 1 3 5 2 - 21 32 


The large numbers present at the end of the 1995 increased even further in the 
New Year, with well over half wintering in suburban gardens in Surrey, and to a 
much lesser extent in Middlesex. The figures are only estimates as there is plenty 
of scope for duplication as some birds are probably quite mobile over a particular 
area. Nevertheless, numbers of wintering birds seem to increase every year. 


Inner London: Compayne Gardens, NW6, a singing male on Apr 20th. Greville 
Place, NW6, a singing male on Apr Sth. Holland Park, a singing male on Apr 
28th. Hyde Park, two territories (1 in 1995). Kensington Gardens, three territories 
(1 in 1994). Regent’s Park, noted between Apr 8th and Sept 11th, seven males 
sang and held territory. St James’s Park, one pair bred. 

Inner London: Bankside Reach, one on Sept 24th and 25th. Surrey Docks, singles 
on Apr 16th, 19th and 20th and two on May 3rd. 


Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 
Status: very rare autumn migrant. 
Hainault Forest, one by the lake on Sept 21st (MKD). 


This record, the 12th for the London Area, coincided with a fall of Chiffchaffs 
and Willow Warblers. Eight of these records have occurred since 1990 and the 
September date recalls the bird seen at nearby Buckhurst Hill in 1991.Over 100 
individuals were reported in Britain in September 1996 with the main arrival 
falling within the period between 21st and 23rd . 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 


Status: scarce passage migrant, mainly in spring, and irregular breeding summer 
visitor. 


Up to 11 singing males were reported during the spring, but there was only one 
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confirmed breeding record this year, from Bookham Common. The first of the 
year was at Molesey Heath on Apr 21st with the main arrival during the last few 
days of April and the first week of May - particularly on the Sth. It was again 
well reported during autumn passage with at least 13 migrants noted, the majority 
being in August. The last bird of the year was one at Croxley Moor on Sept 15th. 
All records are given . 


Cornmill Meads, one on Apr 24th and 25th. Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 27th 
and 28th. Dagnam Park, singles on Aug 19th and 25th. Fishers Green, singles on 
Apr 23rd and 28th. Hainault Forest, a singing male on Apr 28th - may have 
remained to breed; one on Aug 13th. Havering CP, one on Aug 21st. Mores 
Wood, singing male on Apr 26th and 27th. Walthamstow Res, singles on Aug 
8th and Sept Sth. Weald CP, one on Aug 13th. 

Appspond Wood, singing male on May Sth. Chorleywood Common, two 
singing on May 5th, with one singing on May 26th. Croxley Moor, one on 
Sept 15th. Northaw Great Wood, one on May 27th. Verulamium Lake, one on 
Apr 21st. 

Hampstead Heath, one on Aug 15th. South Ruislip, a singing male on Apr 27th. 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 27th and 28th and Aug 15th 
(ARD,DJ). 

Littlebrook Lake, one on Apr 30th. Maryon Wilson Park, one on Apr 26th. 
Woolwich Common, one on Aug 19th. 

Bookham Common, one pair bred successfully, with another singing male present 
during early June. Richmond Park, single singing males on May Sth and 8th. 
Molesey Heath, one on Apr 21st. Morden Hall Park, two on May 12th. Roundshaw 
Downs, singing male on May 20th. Warlingham, singing male on Apr 27th. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 


Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor; 
increasingly widespread in winter. 


Although it remains a common and widespread breeding species, decreases in 
breeding numbers were reported in parts of Essex and south-west Herts, as well 
as at Wimbledon Common. Counts of breeding populations (pairs or singing 
males) included: Wraysbury GP, ten. Dagnam Park, 13-15 (a slight decline). 
Hainault Forest, 25 (down from 35 in 1995). Havering CP, 11 (13 in 1995). 
Weald Park, 12. Bricket Wood, 12-14. Rye Meads, 17. Dartford Heath, 13. 
Wimbledon Common, 34 (38 in 1995). 


With many birds wintering it is difficult to determine the exact arrival of spring 
birds. However, the first new arrivals occurred from Mar 15th onwards with the 
main influx during the last week of the month. One distinctive bird seen at Park 
Farm, Chessington on May 25th exhibited a yellow crown and nape and lacked 
an eye-stripe. During the autumn, passage was most pronounced from late August 
onwards and included 45 at Rye Meads on Aug 3 Ist, with 25 there on Sept 2 Ist, 
25 at Amwell GP on Aug 27th, 20 at Beddington SF on Sept 15th and 20th and 
20-25 at Hainault Forest on Sept 7th and 21st. Most passage birds had departed 
by the third week of October. 


Birds showing characteristics of the eastern race tristis were reported from South 
Norwood CP on Nov 16th (2) and at Walton Res from Mar 19th to Apr 8th. As 
noted last year birds with a distinctive ““sweee” call were noted at Wraysbury GP 
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on Oct 12th and Denham GP from Oct 17th to 28th. A bird, possibly of the race 
‘fulvescens’ was present at Walthamstow Res on Sept 28th, while Scandinavian 
type birds were present at Hainault Forest on Sept 21st and Oct Sth and at Rainham 
Marsh, also on Oct Sth. 


Up to 60 birds were present in the early part of the year, reflecting the very high 
numbers present at the end of 1995. At the end of the year there were up to 54 
birds wintering, but slightly lower than at the start of the year. The maximum 
counts were made in the Broadwater GP/Rushden Covert area where there were 
ten in January and on Feb 8th. A summary of winter records and Inner London 
records are given below. 


Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 

January 

Individuals 10 6 24 3 10 7 10 70 

Localities 6 3 9 l 4 3} 6 32 
February 

Individuals 8 5 17 0 10 4 10 54 

Localities 3 D, 6 0 ] 3 6 21 
November : 

Individuals 9 8 1] I 3 1] 11 54 

Localities 6 4 7 3 5 8 34 
December 

Individuals 5 1] 10 0 0 13 9 48 

Localities 4 4 6 0 0 6 5 25 


Inner London: Burgess Park (Surrey), singles on Apr 17th and 18th and on Sept 
24th and 27th. Holland Park, singing male on Apr 28th. Regent’s Park (Middx), 
one on Apr 6th, three on Apr 9th, one from June 25th to July 8th, singles on 
several dates from Aug 30th to Nov. 5th, with ten there on Oct Ist and nine on 
Oct 5th. St James’s Park (Middx), one on May 12th. Surrey Docks (Surrey), three 
on Jan 10th, two on Mar 29th, four on Mar 31st, three on Apr 14th, one on Apr 
16th, two on Apr 19th and 20th and two on Apr 22nd. 


Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 
Status: common and widespread passage migrant and breeding summer visitor. 


The slight improvement in breeding fortunes noted in last year’s report was not 
maintained this year, with several reports of further declines. At Hainault Forest 
for example the breeding population has fallen from 60 pairs five years ago, to 
only 35 in 1996, with many areas of suitable habitat in the forest remaining 
unoccupied. It was reported as being scarce in south-west Herts while at Dartford 
Heath only 22 territories were found compared with 40 last year. At Wimbledon 
Common only 20 territories were found, compared with 33 in 1995 and the 
population there is now only a fifth of what it was ten years ago. The only positive 
report came from Chorleywood Common where numbers were slightly higher, 
but still well below those of the late 1980s. 


The first birds of the year were at Amwell GP and Walton Res on Mar 25th, 
followed by a scattering of others during the last few days of March. The first 
main influx occurred from Apr 15th onwards and continued until the end of the 
month, with up to 50 noted at Wraysbury GP on the 27th. In the autumn the 
main passage extended from early August until the end of September, with peaks 
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of 50 at Wraysbury GP on Aug 3rd, 40 at Nazeing GP on Aug 14th and 45 at 
Dagenham Chase on Aug 31st. A bird resembling the northern race was present 
at Walthamstow Res on Aug 31st. The last bird of the year was one in Pymmes 
Park, Edmonton on Oct 24th. 


Main breeding counts of pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses) and Inner 
London records are given below. 


Belhus Woods CP (16). Berwick Ponds (12). Hainault Forest (35). Havering CP 
(18). Hornchurch CP (18). Weald Park - marked decrease in breeding population. 
Inner London: Bankside Reach, one on Sept 25th and two on Sept 27th and 
30th. Regent’s Park, three on Apr 9th, 12 on Apr 10th, 20 on Apr 11th, two on 
Apr 17th, 12 on Apr 19th, two on May 20th, one on July 27th, 30 on Aug 22nd, 
22 on Aug 24th, with the last on Sept 16th. St James’s Park, three on May 12th. 
Dartford Heath (22) 

Ashtead Common (13) - down from 20 in 1995. Bookham Common (30). Headley 
Heath (18). Wimbledon Common (20). /nner London: Surrey Docks, seven on 
Apr 14th, four on Apr 16th, two on Apr 18th, ten on Apr 19th, two on Apr 20th, 
one on Apr 22nd and two on May 3rd. 


Goldcrest Regulus regulus 
Status: breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


There was a further increase in the breeding population, with at least 130 pairs 
reported from 30 localities - an increase on the 108 breeding pairs in 1995. 
Again the largest numbers were found in Herts, including a sizeable populations 
of 15-18 territories in the Bricket Wood area and 12 territories at Garston. Pairs 
also bred in Inner London, but a decrease was reported at Wimbledon Common, 
where the population fell from ten pairs in 1995, to only six pairs in 1996. Small 
parties were widely reported during the first winter period with a peak of 35 in 
Hainault Forest on Jan Ist. In contrast to most recent years autumn passage was 
very poor with very few double figure counts. At Hainault Forest, for example, 
the peak was only 25 compared with 60-100 in most other recent autumns. 
Breeding season records (number of pairs/singing males in parentheses), autumn 
counts over 20 and a summary of Inner London records are given below. 


Hainault Forest (3); 25 on Oct 12th and 19th, 20 on Nov 2nd. Havering CP ( 
4-5). Warley Place (2). Weald Park (8-9). 

Bricket Wood (15-18). Hilfield Park Res (2). Hunton Bridge (2). Otterspool (1). 
Park Street GP (1). Potters Crouch Plantation, 30 on Oct 12th. St Albans (1-2 ). 
Stocker’s Lake (2). Verulamium Lake (2-3). Wall Hall (2). Whippendell Woods (6). 
Enfield (1). Hampstead Heath (1). Harrow School (5). Trent Park (9). Jnner 
London: Regents Park (2); peak counts in April: six on | 1th and in October: ten 
on 30th. Hyde Park, one on Oct 13th. St James’s Park, one on Apr 24th. 

Black Park (11). Caps Wood (1). Chalfont Park (2). Iver (1). Denham CP (4). 
Denham Court (1). Langley Corner (1). Tatling End (1). 

Beckenham Palace Park (1). Charton Cemetery (2). Dartford Heath (2). 
Arbrook Common (3) - up from one in 1995. Holmethorpe SP (3). Reigate Priory 
(1). Sanderstead (5). South Norwood CP (1). West End Common (1). Wimbledon 
Common (6). 
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Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
Status: scarce passage migrant and winter visitor, rare breeder. 


Records indicative of breeding came from five localities making it one of the best 
years for the species in the London Area. Although breeding numbers in Britain do 
vary from year to year, the presence of territorial birds at Havering CP in successive 
years, and an increase in singing birds elsewhere, does give rise to speculation that 
this tiny, highly attractive ‘crest’ is a scarce annual breeding bird in London. Numbers 
in the first winter period were unexceptional, apart from notable concentrations in 
Beaulieu Heights Wood. This site again featured prominently during a strong autumn 
passage from September to November. Up to 15 birds were reported, including counts 
of up to six at Beauleiu Heights Wood and four at Maryon Wilson Park (Kent), 
reflecting above average numbers seen on the Essex coast at the time. All records are 
given but are summarised for the main sites. 


Dagenham Chase one on May 24th (KB,LH). Fishers Green one on Mar 22nd 
(JF). Havering CP, two singing males from April to June (PS?), two singing males 
from May to June probably bred in area (MKD,PSt). Weald Park, mee male 
in suitable breeding habitat on May 23rd (CRJ). 

Amwell GP, one from Sept 18th to 25th, with two there on Sept 20th and 21st 
(AM,TS, JT). Rickmansworth, a singing male on June 3rd and 4th (RRD). St 
Albans, a pair, with the male in song, from May 22nd to 24th (TJ;MCB,LM). 
Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr 7th (JD,MI). 

Alexandra Park, one or two from Jan Ist to Apr 3rd (APBR). Bedfont Lakes CP, 
one on Sept 22nd (DJM). Brent Res, one wintering from 1995 was last seen on 
Mar 30th (ASMS et al). Bushy Park, one on Nov 23rd (DH). Harrow School, 
singing male on Apr 25th (HS). Pymmes Park, Edmonton, one on Oct 8th (RMC). 
Tottenham Cemetery, one on Oct 14th (PL). Jnner London: Regent’s Park, singles 
on Sept 16th and Oct 24th, with a pair present on Oct 30th (ARD,D)J). 
Wraysbury GP, one on Nov 6th (RRG). 

Greenwich Park, one on Apr Sth, two on Sept 30th, one on Oct 5th, two on Oct 
10th and 15th and singles on Nov 16th, 30th and Dec 4th (MPB). Littlebrook 
Lake, singles on Oct 22nd and Nov 6th (BEW). Littlebrook PS, one on Sept 
20th (DMr,AJM). Maryon Wilson Park, two on Oct 27th and 31st, four on Nov 
Ist, three on Nov 2nd, two from Nov Sth to 7th and one in December (DM). 
Banstead Wood one on Oct 21st (JBi). Barnes, one from Nov 7th to Dec 28th 
(JA). Beauleiu Heights Wood, three during February, up to three during March, 
with four on the 9th (including two males in song), a male present from Apr 2nd 
(in song on 4th) to 20th, had become particularly elusive and may well have 
summered in the area. Two on Sept 1 5th remained for the rest of the month, with 
four on 26th, up to four for much of October, with five present on the 14th. In 
November up to six were estimated to be present, while in December there were 
still four until the end of the year with two still present into 1997 (JFn), see 
photograph opposite page 176. Limpsfield Chart, one on Sept 7th (PJO). 
Richmond Park, one on Apr 6th (RES). Sanderstead, one on Sept 21st and Nov 
8th (JBi). South Norwood, one on Feb 29th (JFn). 


1994 Additional Record 
Chiswick House grounds, one on Oct 29th (JQ). 
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Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
Status: declining breeding summer visitor and passage migrant. 


The table below summarises the number of pairs reported in each county in 
1996 compared with each year from 1988 to 1995. Totals remained similar to 
the low point of 1995, providing little evidence of any change in fortunes for 
this once very common summer visitor. We make a special plea to contributors 
to send in all records suggestive of breeding. 





Inner 
Essex Herts Middx London Bucks Kent Surrey Totals 
1988 61 19 18 - - 11 15 124 
1989 47 7 34 8 - et 15 132 
1990 23 10 20 3 - 5) ‘ll 68 
199] 37) 7 20 - 8 6 78 
1992 43 i, 3] 2 7 6 96 
1993 32 14 16 ] 3 | 12 79 
1994 21 3 12 | 6 5) 8 56 
1995 16 3 6 = 5 5 3 38 
1996 13 4 8 2. 2 4 3 36 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
0 
28~Jul 05-Aug 12-Aug 19-Aug 26-Aug 02-Sep 09-Sep 16-Sep 23-Sep 30-Sep 


Autumn passage of Spotted Flycatchers (birds/week) July 29th to Sept 30th. 


The first bird of the spring appeared at Bushy Park on Apr 22nd, with another three 
birds in late April; most arrivals took place from third week in May onwards. The 
autumn migration peaked in the fourth week of August (with over 50 birds), with 
lesser peaks in the second week of August and the first week in September (see 
histogram above). The highest counts were six on West Ruislip GC on Aug 21st, six 
in Chalfont Park on Sept 12th, seven on Hampstead Heath on Aug 25th, ten along 
the River Shuttle at Bexley on Aug 14th, ten in Regents Park on Sept 2nd and 15 in 
Weald Park on Aug 26th. The last bird of the year was at Stocker’s Lake on Oct Ist. 
All breeding records, as well as Inner London records are given below. 


Brentwood, one pair bred in private gardens. Hainault Forest, seven pairs. 
Havering CP, three pairs. Weald Park, three pairs. 

Amwell GP, one pair bred. Batchworth, Rickmansworth, one pair bred. Bricket 
Wood/Common, one pair summered. Otterspool, one pair summered. 

Bushy Park, one pair nested. Enfield, adult feeding young in August. Finsbury 
Park, one pair bred. Hampstead Heath, at least one pair bred. Parkside Farm, 
Enfield, two adults feeding one young. Potters Bar, adult feeding two young in 
July. Pymmes Park, Edmonton, two adults and two juvs in early August. Trent 
Park, at least one pair bred. Inner London: Hyde Park, one pair bred (RFS) - 
same as 1995. Natural History Museum, one pair bred (DR). Regent’s Park, 
singles on May 19th, 20th; autumn passage from Aug 17th to Sept 4th, with 
peaks of five on Sept Ist and ten on Sept 2nd (ARD,DJ). 

Chalfont Park, one pair bred. Denham, one pair bred in village. 
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Bessels Green, one pair raised two young. Greenwich Park, one pair bred raised 
two or three young. Joyce Green Hospital, adult feeding two newly fledged young. 
Lullingstone Lake/Park, two singing in June. Mayow Park, one or two in the 
first two weeks of June. Orpington, one pair bred in gardens. 

Arbrook Common, one pair present Beddington SF, one territory. Esher, two 
pairs bred raised young. Stoke D’Abernon, one pair bred raising three young. 
Inner London: Burgess Park, one on Aug 20th (MAH). 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 


Status: passage migrant in variable numbers; much more regular in the eastern 
half of London. 


This year saw a return to normality with about 40 birds, compared with the 
exceptional batch of 60 birds in 1995, and is close to the average total of 42 
birds per annum over the last 11 years. Spring migration started on Apr 8th with 
a single bird at Sevenoaks Reserve, lasted 22 days (until 30th) and involved ten 
birds, all of which, apart from the first sighting, fell in the period from Apr 16th 
to 30th. Of those birds sexed males, typically, predominated during the first 
week; the male present for a week in Surrey recalls the stay of the 1987 Osterley 
Park male. Maybe one day a pair will meet in the spring! Autumn passage was 
more widespread spanning eight weeks, from Aug 7th, and peaking in late August 
and early September (22% of all autumn birds); the latest sighting was at Bruce 
Castle Park, Tottenham on Sept 30th. Several parks in the city hold this species 
regularly in the autumn, so it is likely that some birds are never found at unwatched 
Inner London sites - so a few more lunch time walks might prove fruitful during 
the peak periods. All records are given. 


Barking Marsh, one on Sept 16th (JG). Dagenham Chase, one on Aug 31st (HV). 
Kelvedon Hatch, singles on Sept 17th, 22nd and 23rd (AS). Walthamstow Res, 
one on Aug 17th (DL et a/). Weald Park, two on Aug 7th and singles on 26th, 
27th, Sept 8th and 22nd (CRJ). 

Rye House Marsh, one on Aug 14th (RHRG). Watford, one Sept 10th (JHT). 
Brent Res, a male on Apr 16th (PW) and female on Apr 27th (JPC, ASMS). 
Bruce Castle Park, Tottenham, one on Sept 30th (PL). Hampstead Heath, singles 
on Aug | 1th, 14th, 17th and 31st (PWD,GH,WEO). Hounslow Heath, one on 
Aug 14th (PJ). Middlesex Filter Beds, one on Sept 14th and two on Sept 15th 
(GCJ). Pymmes Park, Edmonton, one on Aug 27th (RMC). Tottenham Cemetery, 
singles on Aug 20th and 31st (PL). West Ruislip GC, a male on Apr 17th 
(RDNHS). nner London: Regent’s Park, singles on Apr 24th (a male), Aug 
14th, 21st, Sept 2nd and 25th (ARD,DJ). 

Brooklands Lakes, Dartford, one on Apr 17th (JRPn). Greenwich Park, one on 
Apr 24th (MPB). Maryon Wilson Park, one on Apr 30th (DM). Sevenoaks 
Reserve, one on Apr 8th (JT). Woolwich Common, two on Aug 17th (DM). 
Limpsfield Chart, one on Aug 12th (PJO). Lonsdale Road Res, one on Apr 27th 
(JG). Molesey Heath, one on Sept 20th (SJS). Morden Hall Park, a male ‘for 
about a week’ from Apr 16th (MSR). Riddlesdown, one on Sept 6th (BJT). 


Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus 
Status: rare autumn and winter visitor; very rare breeder. 


Interestingly, 88% of all records (29 out of 33) over the last five years have been 
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of multiple occurrences; it seems unlikely that single birds are missed, although 
they might be less likely to call. This year there was a 50:50 split between those 
birds that were seen during the autumn and those that arrived during the 
winter. There were no records suggestive of breeding this year. 


Dagenham Chase, two on Oct 8th (DBG). 

Amwell GP, one pair from Jan Ist to 19th, with the female until Mar 28th. 
(MI,BR,GJW et al). Broxbourne GP, two on Jan 21st and four (2 males and 2 
females) from Dec Ist to 26th (BR). 

Swanscombe Marsh, one pair from Jan 7th (DM) to 10th (AJM). 

South Norwood, two, possibly four on Oct 24th (JB). Walton Res, two on Oct 
24th (NJM) and a female on Dec 17th (DMH). 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
Status: common and widespread breeding resident. 


Comparative reports on breeding this year were something of a mixed bag, with 
some increases contrasting with some marked declines, it is difficult to come to 
any conclusion as to the significance of these short-term changes. There was a 
marked drop in the number of large flocks seen during the year with a mere 
three reports of flocks of 40 or more birds, compared with 11 in 1995. Several 
observers observed this delightful tit feeding on peanuts - a relatively new 
departure for this largely insectivorous species. Larger counts and a summary of 
Inner London breeding records are given below. More counts and breeding records 
of this common species would be appreciated. 


Hainault Forest, 30+ pairs (40+ pairs in 1995). 

Rye Meads SF, ten territories (6 pairs in 1995); 40 on Sept 8th . 

Inner London: Hyde Park, three pairs bred (1 in 1995). Kensington Gardens, three 
pairs bred. Regent’s Park, three pairs bred. St. James’s Park, two pairs (1 in 1995). 
Dartford Heath, ten territories (down from 27 in 1995). Maryon Wilson Park, 
seven or eight territories. 

Ashtead Common, six territories (4 in 1995). Beaulieu Heights Wood, 40 on 
Dec 21st. Croydon, 50 on July 3rd. Holmethorpe SP, five pairs bred (8 in 1995). 
Reigate Priory, up to 40 in November and 30 in December. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris 
Status: localised breeding resident. 


The minimum number of breeding pairs reported in each county was as follows: 
Essex Herts Middx — Bucks Kent Surrey Total 


199] 24 4 31 
1992 26 6 - 2 9 43 
1993 21 6 ] c20 1] DS) 
1994 10-12 6 1 4 3 26 
1995 9 3 6 18 
1996 8 > 10 IE) 


Although there was a slight improvement to about 23 pairs this year, compared 
with 18 in 1995, there is not much room for optimism, given the large drop from 
59 pairs in 1993. Whilst coverage was poor in a number of sectors, there can be 
little doubt that the species continues to decline and again there were no records 
from the Bucks or Middx sectors. Apart from the breeding birds at Hainault 
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Forest, Bookham Common and Whippendell Woods, the largest counts were 
six in Henley Wood, Chelsham (Surrey) and five in Broxbourne Woods 
(Herts). It would be most helpful if observers could contribute all records 
of this and the next species on a consistent basis. All details of breeding, or of 
birds seen during the breeding season, are given along with all counts of three 
or more birds. 


Connaught Water, one pair bred, the first for many years. Hainault Forest, six 
pairs. More’s Wood, at least one pair in the area. 

Amwell GP, one from July to September and three on Oct 12th. Broxbourne 
Woods, peak of five on Feb 18th. Tyttenhanger GP, two birds present for most of 
the year, with one singing in June. Panshanger Park, two on June 15th. 
Whippendell Woods, four territories. 

Chalkhurst Wood, two on Mar 16th. Swanscombe, one on Jan Ist. 

Arbrook Common, one territory. Banstead Wood, four on Jan 21st. Bookham 
Common, three on Mar 23rd and five territories. Chelsham, three in Holt Wood 
on Apr 4th and six in Henley Wood on Apr 3rd. Epsom Common, two pairs. 
Headley Heath, three in March and April. Nower Wood, at least two pairs. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 
Status: very scarce and declining breeding resident. 


Against the background of reports from only 12 sites last year, this year’s total 
of 14 sites is a marginal improvement, but still down on the 17 sites in 1994; 
there were only two possible breeding records. Currently the worst affected area 
seems to be south-west Herts, where one observer (CME) comments “no birds 
could be found this year despite good coverage. In the Bricket Wood area, for 
example, there were four pairs as recently as 1993 and still one pair in 1995. 
Other areas that held the species up until the late 1980s and early 1990s include 
Aldenham Res, Broad Colney Lakes, Cassiobury Park and Old Parkbury”. In 
national terms this woodland tit has undergone range fluctuations over long 
periods and is known to be prone to severe winters or prolonged cold spells. 
Another worrying concern is that the recent prolonged dry spells, that has severely 
affected the south-east of England over the last few years, are actually drying 
out the damp pockets of woodland much favoured by this species. All records 
are given. 


Chingford Plain, one on May 21st (MWz7). Hainault Forest, one on Feb 19th 
(SRH). 

Amwell GP, one from July 25th to 26th (MI). Berrybushes Wood, one pair on 
May 14th (CME) . Broxbourne Woods, singles on Feb 11th and May 11th (BR). 
Croxley Moor, one on Sept 15th (BR). Potters Crouch Plantation, singles on Feb 
16th and Oct 12th (CME). 

West Ruislip GC, one Feb 26th (RDNHS). 

Juniper Wood, Denham, one on Apr 27th (DR). 

Chipstead Lake, one on July 27th (TRS). Dartford Marsh, singles on Aug 11th 
and 15th (GBy,AJM,DW,BEW). 

Bookham Common, one calling and singing on Apr 27th (RHK). Headley Heath, 
one from Jan 16th to 30th (MWs). Limpsfield Chart, singles on Mar 6th and 
11th (KN). 
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Coal Tit Parus ater 
Status: common breeding resident. 


As with the Blue and Great Tit, the Coal Tit remains very under-recorded in the 
Area. Double figure breeding territory counts were received from Hainault Forest, 
where there were 20 pairs (25 in 1995) and Havering CP, with ten to twelve pairs 
(14 in 1995). At CBC plots in Surrey, the species is either stable or increasing. 
Inner London breeding records are given below. 


Inner London: Hyde Park, one pair bred (same as in 1995). Kensington Gardens, 
two pairs bred (4 in 1994). Regent’s Park, one pair bred, but appears to be declining 
here. St James’s Park, two pairs in CBC plot. 


Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


A widespread breeding species and common right throughout the Area, but still 
very under-recorded. Breeding records from consistently monitored sites 
indicated a stable breeding population. Some selected breeding records and large 
counts are given. 


Hainault Forest, 100 pairs bred (c100 in 1995, 100 in 1994 and 80 in 1993). 
Rainham Marsh, four pairs bred (10 in 1995 and 12 in 1994). Weald Park, 100+ 
in one flock on Aug 3st. 

Amwell GP, 55 on Oct 18th. Rye Meads SF, 12 pairs bred (stable). St Albans, 
c20 individuals on and around Cathedral walls on Sept 21st. Stocker’s Lake, 11 
territories. 

Middlesex Filter Beds, ten pairs bred. South Ruislip, eight occupied nest boxes 
at west London waste authority site. nner London: Hyde Park, 16 pairs bred 
(20+ territories in 1995). Kensington Gardens, 18 pairs bred (15 territories in 
1995). Regent’s Park, poor breeding season reported. St James’s Park, nine pairs 
bred (8 in 1995). 

Dartford Heath, a minimum of 25 territories (c50 in 1995). Sevenoaks Reserve, 
25 on Aug 10th. 

Arbrook Common, 24 territories in CBC plot (16 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 
32 territories in CBC plot (23 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, 20 territories (16 in 
1995). Beddington SF, 12 territories (14 in 1995). Bookham Common, 26 
territories in CBC on 16 hectare plot (20 in 1995). Long Ditton, ten territories in 
CBC plot (7 in 1995). Nower Wood, 52 territories in CBC plot (29 in 1995). 
Park Farm, Chessington, 30 territories in CBC plot (25 in 1995). Reigate Priory, 
77 in January. 


Great Tit Parus major 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


As with Blue and Coal Tit, Great Tits are similarly very under-recorded. 
Reports from CBC plots in Surrey indicated the species as being either stable or 
increasing. Some selected breeding records are given, as well as all Inner London 
observations. 


Hainault Forest, 80 pairs bred (same as in 1995). 
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Rye Meads, 15 pairs bred (13 in 1995). Stocker’s Lake, ten territories. 

Inner London: Hyde Park, nine pairs bred (7 in 1995). Kensington Gardens, 15 
pairs bred (10 in 1994). Regent’s Park, poor breeding season reported. St James’s 
Park, four pairs bred (5 in 1995). 

Dartford Heath, c18 territories (c24 in 1995). Sevenoaks Reserve, 23 on Oct 12th. 
Arbrook Common, 12 territories in CBC plot (15 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 
19 territories in CBC plot (18 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, 11 territories in 
CBC plot (8 in 1995). Beddington SF, nine territories (6 in 1995). Bookham 
Common, [3 territories in CBC plot (10 in 1995). Holmethorpe SP, 40 individuals 
in January. Long Ditton, ten territories in CBC plot (7 in 1995). Nower Wood, 
16 territories in CBC plot (21 in 1995). Park Farm, Chessington, 16 territories 
in CBC plot (15 in 1995). Reigate Priory, 31 individuals in March. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
Status: common breeding resident. 


As with the common tit species, this is another bird which is rather under- 
recorded. A slight decrease was noted from Hainault Forest, although an increase 
was again reported from Wimbledon Common, as there had been in 1995; likewise 
in Surrey sector CBC plots numbers were either stable or increasing. A selection 
of breeding counts and all Inner London records are given below. 


Curtismill Green, two pairs (3 in 1995). Dagnam Park, three pairs bred. Hainault 
Forest, six pairs bred (8 in 1995). Havering CP, two pairs bred (3 in 1995). Warley 
Place, three pairs bred. Weald Park, six pairs bred. 

Bricket Wood area, 15-18 territories. Garston, four or five territories. Verulamium 
Lake, two territories. Whippendell Woods, nine territories. A general comment 
from CME was that the population in south-west Herts seems to be stable after 
a decline in the early 1990s. 

Coppetts Wood, one pair bred, the first for a number of years. Hampstead Heath, 
20+ territories (same as 1995). Harrow School, about three pairs bred. Pymmes 
Park, Edmonton, two pairs bred. Inner London: Hyde Park, one pair bred, a new 
breeding species for the site. Kensington Gardens, one pair bred (same as 1995). 
Black Park, a minimum of 12 territories. 

Beckenham Place Park, two present in the breeding season. Dartford Heath, a 
minimum of two territories. Foots Cray Woods, absent for the first time in many 
years. Greenwich Park, several pairs present during the breeding season, but no 
young noted. Mayow Park, one or two pairs during the breeding season. 
Barwell Court Farm, one territory on CBC plot (same as 1995). Bookham 
Common, two territories on 16 hectare CBC plot (same as 1995) with ten 
territories for the common as a whole. Nower Wood, three territories on CBC 
plot (same as 1995). Reigate Priory, 17 individuals in June. Wimbledon Common, 
11 territories (9 in 1995). 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
Status: common breeding resident. 


As with the common tits and Nuthatch this species currently suffers from a lack 
of reports, nevertheless an encouraging five sites reported double-figure breeding 
territory counts this year, most notably the 24-26 territories located in the Bricket 
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Wood area. A further increase was noted from Wimbledon Common and at CBC 
plots in the Surrey sector the species is reported as stable or increasing. A selection 
of breeding records and all Inner London records are given below. 


Hainault Forest, 14 territories. Havering CP, four pairs bred. Weald Park, | 1 territories, 
additionally an albino bird was present throughout the year and into 1997. 
Berrygrove Wood, three or four territories. Bricket Wood area, 24-26 territories. 
Whippendell Woods, 12 territories. 

Grovelands Park, one pair bred. Trent Park, at least one pair bred. Inner London: 
Hyde Park, one pair bred. Kensington Gardens, one pair bred. Regent’s Park, 
singles on Jan Ist, Feb 15th, Aug 16th and two from Sept Ist to Oct 16th. 
Beckenham Place Park, two present in the breeding season. Dartford Heath, a 
minimum of two territories. Greenwich Park, three adults and two young from 
July 14th to 18th. Maryon Wilson Park, Charlton, two territories. 

Arbrook Common, four territories on CBC plot (3 in 1995). Bookham Common, one 
territory on CBC plot (same as 1995) and nine territories for the site as a whole. 
Holmethorpe SP, two pairs bred. Nower Wood, one territory on CBC plot (same as 
1995). Park Farm, Chessington, one territory on CBC plot (same as 1995). Sanderstead 
Plantation, three territories. Wimbledon Common, ten territories (5 in 1995). 


Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 


Brent Res, an immature on Nov 16th, 17th and Nov 22nd (JPC,ASMS,RB et al), 
see photograph opposite page 161. 


Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. This is the only the second 
record for the London Area. The first was in June 1982 and, despite the expansion 
of its breeding range in Europe and increased records in southern England, it has 
taken a further 14 years to make a second appearance. Although seemingly present 
for a long period, it was unbelievably elusive: it was only heard, and seen briefly 
on 16th, seen well, albeit intermittently over a three hour period on 17th, and 
seen briefly again on 22nd. Despite a thorough searching of the whole site it was 
not found elsewhere. See account on page 183. 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
Status: rare, but increasing, passage migrant, mostly in May. 
Horsenden Hill, a first-summer male from May 16th to May 20th (GW et al). 


One record in 1996 is lower than the average of three per year in the 1990s, 
although a single male in May is not unusual it was a nice surprise for the finder. 


Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
Status: rare migrant, mainly in autumn. 


Tyttenhanger GP, a juvenile on Aug 31st (JFe et al). 
Ruislip Local NR, a male on May 26th (CB). 


After five records in 1995, two birds is a return to more normal levels. The autumn 
juvenile appeared at what is now the more usual time, while the spring record acts 
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as a reminder of the changed status of this species. Fifty years ago the LBR reported 
at least 31 pairs breeding in London, including two at Ruislip Common. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 


Status: common breeding resident, with numbers boosted by immigrants in 
autumn and winter. 


A small influx was noted at the end of September and beginning of October and 
some unseasonable flocks were noted in April. In some areas the failure of the 
acorn crop in 1996 forced Jays into gardens, feeding on peanuts. Inner London 
records came from ten sites, four reporting breeding. This is undoubtedly an 
underestimation of the status of this species in the city centre. Significant breeding 
records and Inner London records are given below. 


Hainault Forest 13 pairs bred. Paynes Lane GP, 11 flew SW on Sept 30th. 

Rye Meads SF, a pair bred , the first breeding record for this site. 

Grovelands Park, ten on Oct 3rd. Harrow School, 14 on Apr 7th. Inner London: 
Aberdare Gardens, NW6, one pair bred. Compayne Gardens, one pair bred. 
Holland Park, one on Jan 30th. Hyde Park, one pair bred, same as in 1995. 
Inverness Terrace, W2, two on June 15th. Kensington Gardens, six on Oct 22nd. 
Kings College, Kensington, one on Feb 26th. 

Arbrook Common, four territories in CBC plot (3 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 
four territories in CBC plot (3 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, three territories in 
CBC plot (2 in 1995). Bookham Common, five territories in CBC plot (4 in 
1995). Cannon Hill Common, New Maldon, 11 on Apr 14th. Long Ditton, two 
territories in CBC plot (1 in 1995). Nower Wood, two territories in CBC plot (3 
in 1995). Park Farm Chessington, three territories in CBC plot (4 in 1995). Inner 
London: Brunswick Park, one on many dates. Burgess Park, one pair bred 
successfully. Faraday Park, Walworth, one on Aug 30th. 

Dartford Heath, a minimum of six territories. Hall Place Gardens, ten on Sept 
28th. Ruxley GP, 11 on Sept 14th. Woolwich Common, 13 on Sept 24th. 


Magpie Pica pica 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


The marked and continuing increase in Magpie numbers has led to it becoming 
the most vilified of our garden birds, due to concern over the possible effect of 
nest predation by Magpies on the population of other garden birds. Detailed 
research however suggests that eggs and young of other birds form only a small 
part of the Magpie’s diet and that they have little impact on the breeding success 
of garden passerines. High breeding counts, counts of fifty or more and Inner 
London breeding records are given below. 


Aveley, 60 on Dec Sth. Dagenham Chase, maximum 90 on Feb 2nd. Hainault 
Forest, at least 30 pairs bred. 

Amwell GP, maximum 92 on Jan 19th. Rye Meads SF, ten pairs bred. Stocker’s 
Lake, 62 on Jan 10th. 

Middlesex Filter Beds, maximum 75 at the roost in December. Inner London: 
Compayne Gardens, a pair nest-building on Feb 15th. Hyde Park, four pairs 
bred (6 in 1995). Kensington Gardens, six pairs bred (4 in 1994). Lawrence 
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Road, E3, one pair bred. Mile End Road, E1, one pair bred. Pimlico, Tate Gallery, 
SIX on Feb 12th and Sept 26th. 

Dartford Heath, at least ten pairs bred. Dartford Marsh, 50 on Dec 12th. Maryon 
Wilson Park, Charlton, five pairs bred. 

Arbrook Common, two territories in CBC plot (3 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 
seven territories in CBC plot (10 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, five territories 
in CBC plot (7 in 1995). Bookham Common, two territories in CBC plot (same 
as in 1995). Farthing Downs, a roost of at least 100 on Jan Ist and Feb 4th. Long 
Ditton, four territories in CBC plot (5 in 1995). Nower Wood, one territory in 
CBC plot (same as in 1995). Park Farm, Chessington, eight territories in CBC 
plot (same as in 1995). Wimbledon Common, 32 territories. /nmner London: 
Bankside Reach, a pair nest-building on Feb 26th. Burgess Park, one pair bred. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 


Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant; much scarcer in urban 
areas. 


There was some evidence of passage in spring and early autumn and increased 
numbers in the winter months. Few records were received from the Kent sector, 
while large numbers were present at roosts in Surrey, although flocks were smaller 
than in 1994. All Inner London records, breeding records and notable counts are 
given below. 


Hainault Forest, ten to twelve breeding pairs. Havering CP, five to six pairs. 
Rainham GP, 100 on Jan 7th. Weald Park, 30 breeding pairs; 100 on Dec 2nd. 
Abbots Langley, 100+ on July 15th. Beech Farm GP, 500 on Aug 24th. Bricket 
Wood, 32-40 pairs bred in several colonies in the area. Rye Meads SF, 250 on 
Jan 9th and 200 on Mar 12th and 16th. Stocker’s Lake, 162 flew over on Sept 
20th. Tyttenhanger GP, 150+ on Nov 20th. Wall Hall, three or four pairs bred. 
Bedfont Lakes, 90 in flight on Nov 11th. /nner London: Regent’s Park, two on 
Apr 24th, one on Sept 27th and three on Oct Ist. 

Chalfont Park, several pairs bred. Denham, at least ten pairs bred. Langley Park, 
12 pairs bred. Mansfield Farm, Iver, at least four pairs bred. Mopes Farm, bred. 
One or two pairs present at Lullingstone rookery in the breeding season. 
Barwell Court Farm, two territories in CBC plot (4 in 1995). Bookham Common, 
100 on Apr 21st. Egham, 300 on the evening of May 29th. Epsom Common, 200 
going to roost on May 30th. Hogsmill SF, 111 going to roost on July 19th. Reigate 
Priory, one pair bred. Surbiton, 250 flying to roost on Mar 23rd, 360 on July 
27th, 250 on Aug 16th and 260 on Dec 31st. 


Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Status: common breeding resident; much scarcer in urban areas. 


The coverage in 1996 for the current rookery survey was extremely good and 
consequently the number of reported colonies and nests showed an increase over 
1995. The results of this survey will provide and interesting comparison with 
1975, when published. There was only a single Inner London record but it 
represented an additional breeding colony, not present in 1975. Large counts, 
Inner London records and all breeding records are given below, Number of nests 
in parentheses. 
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Averly, 200 on Jan 26th, 300 on Feb 28th, 250 on July 12th, 200 on Aug 7th and 
250 on Dec 31st. Bridge Farm (36). Cozen’s Farm (3). Curtismill Green (86). 
Epping Forest (12). Folyats (22). Hallsford Bridge (26). High Laver (21). Hill 
Hall (40). Little End (36). Lower Boddingworth (11). Marsden Ash (27). 
Maydalens Laver (34). Moreton (3). Navestock Hall (42). Nazeing GP (61). 
North Ockendon (80-90). North Weald (114). North Weald Church (19). Ongar 
High Street (1). Parslow Wood Common (2). Passingford Bridge (17). Rainham 
GP, 100 on Jan 2nd. Springfield School (30). St Peters Way (75). Stanford Rivers, 
The Old Rectory (64) and the Churchyard (8). Stapleford Tawney (78). Stondon 
Massey House (70). Theydon Bois (7). Thornwood (30). Thornwood Common 
(15). Weald Bridge (21). Weald Lodge (16). 

Borehamwood (7). Bricket Wood (3). Hunton Bridge (47). Rye Meads SF, 120 
on Jan 23rd. Verulamium Lake (21). Watford, Grove Mill Lane (32). 

Enfield Chase, 100-150 birds present at rookery, number of nests not known. 
Denham Place (88). Long Coppice (44). Richings Park (57). 

Hazel Wood (4). High Elms (4). Holwood Farm, New Road Hill (8), Farthing 
Street (28). Horton Kirby (20). Lullingstone Park (26). Polhill (8). Westerham, 
Valence Lodge (13). 

Brooklands (13). Buckland (4). Epsom Downs (6) at TQ218588. Gatton Bottom 
(71). Godstone (18). Holmethorpe SP (24). Tandridge, two rookeries, (53) and 
(18). Tatsfield, Ship Lane (13), and Shaw Rd (2). Titsey (10). 


1995 Additional Records 
Denham Place (78). Long Coppice (34). Richings Park (42). 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Status: abundant breeding resident. 


An extremely successful resident breeding in many areas with large trees, right 
into the centre of the city. Large counts, details of two unusually plumaged birds, 
as well as Inner London breeding records, are given. 


Dagenham Chase, maximum 110 on Feb 2nd. Rainham GP, 120 on Jan 2nd. 
Rainham Marsh, 300 on Feb 17th, 200 on May 4th, 200 on June 8th and 250 on 
Decise 

Bricket Wood/Common area, 260 on Jan 9th, 300-400 roosting on Oct 14th and 
Dec 18th. 

Alexandra Park, maximum 122 on Oct 4th. Bedfont Lakes, maximum 106 on 
June 21st. Bentley Priory, 400 at roost on Jan 29th. Brent Res, 208 on Apr Sth, 
200 reported poisoned in a local paper on Sept 7th. Grovesland Park, 106 on 
Aug 20th. Hampton Court Park , maximum 124 on Oct 26th. Staines Moor, 128 
on June 9th. nner London: Hyde Park, three pairs bred. Kensington Gardens, 
seven pairs bred. Regent’s Park maximum 84 on Jan 3rd. 

Beckenham Place Park, maximum 125 on Feb 6th. Blackheath, 100 on July 18th. 
Arbrook Common, three territories in CBC plot (2 in 1995). Ashtead Common, 
four territories in CBC plot (5 in 1995). Barwell Court Farm, five territories in 
CBC plot (7 in 1995). Bookham Common, two territories in CBC plot (same as 
in 1995). Cobham, a pair nest-building on Dec 20th. Holmethorpe SP, maximum 
350 on Jan 21st; partially leucistic birds reported in the breeding population in 
June. Hackbridge, River Wandle, a complete albino reported in June. Island Barn 
Res, 300 on Apr 25 and 500 on July 24th. Long Ditton, two territories in CBC 
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plot (4 in 1995). Nower Wood, four territories in CBC plot (same as in 1995). 
Park Farm, Chessington, six territories in CBC plot (same as in 1995). Walton 
Res, a pair nest-building on Dec 23rd. Inner London: Bankside, 24 on Sept 
23rd. Burgess Park, c90 resident all year. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Status: very common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


Despite suggestions of a declining population, the recently published BTO Atlas 
of Breeding Birds for 1988-91 revealed no marked range contraction. Recently 
published BTO Common Bird Census indices do reveal a marked decline, 
although these annual censuses do not cover urban or suburban areas, where 
substantial proportions of the population breed. What little recent evidence is 
available does indicate a small progressive decline in the Area. All records of 
1,000 or more (or the highest county counts where these were lower) are given, 
along with details of an unusually plumaged bird, a comparative breeding record, 
as well as Inner London records. 


Rainham ‘Marsh, 1,500 on Jan 6th, 1,000 on Oct 12th, 2,500 on Nov 30th and 
3,000 on Dec 21st. Walthamstow Res, an albino bird on June 8th. 

Garston, one bird with a white tail has been present in the area since July 1990. 
Hilfield Park Res, up to 2,500 roosting in October. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 500 on Mar 26th was the highest sector count. Inner London: 
Kensington Gardens, 50 on Dec 6th. Regent’s Park, 150 flew W on Oct 3rd. 
There were no records from this sector. 

Bessels Green, 2,500 on Oct 26th, were feeding in a freshly tilled field. Horton 
Kirby, 2,000+ on Oct 20th. Ruxley GP, 1,025 on July 28th. 

Barwell Court Farm, nine nests were located in a CBC count (same as in 1995). 
Beddington SF, 3,000 roosting on Sept 2nd and 2,000 flew W on Oct Z2nd. New 
Malden, 1,000 in Green Lane on Aug 28th. Putney, 1,000 flew over on Nov 15th 
and 1,212 flew over on Dec 13th. Walton Res, a huge pre-roost gathering of 
10,000 birds on June 28th, of which 50% flew off N before dusk. Worcester 
Park, 1,200 flew over on Oct 23rd. Inner London: Burgess Park, 130 on Aug 
16th and 300 on Oct 18th. 


Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus 


Status: very rare vagrant. 
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Bookham, a summer plumaged adult feeding on the lawn of a suburban garden 
from Sept 23rd to 25th, associating with a dozen Starlings. 


Only the fifth London record, but following hard-on-the-heels of the most recent 
London record (also an adult) in 1994; an excellent ‘garden tick’. Previous records 
have fallen in June, August (2) and December. Although several adults had been 
seen in the country in July and August, all four birds seen in September were 
juveniles, so presumably this bird must have arrived in the country during the 
summer. Accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee. 


House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Status: very common breeding resident, probably declining. 


Localised and patchy evidence of falling populations continue to be reported: 
nationally the population has fallen by about 6% in the last 20 years and this has 
been reflected in Denmark, the Netherlands and Sweden. Gatherings of 300 or 
more, sightings that provide evidence of falling populations, as well as all Inner 
London records are given. 


Bushy Park, birds were reported to have “virtually disappeared” by the end of 
the year. Middlesex Filter Beds, reported to be “declining”. Jnner London: 
Bankside Reach, 46 on Sept 15th (compared with the highest count of 35 in 
1995). Hyde Park, an estimated 20 pairs bred. Kensington Gardens, an estimated 
AQ pairs bred. Love Lane Garden, EC2, ten on Apr 4th. Regent’s Park, numbers 
were again reported to be “much reduced”. St James’s Park, three pairs bred. 
Charlton,150 on Nov 28th was easily the highest sector count. 

Park Farm, Chessington, 15 nests compares with 16 in 1995, 19 in 1994 and 22 
in 1993 at this CBC site representing a continuing decline. nner London: Burgess 
Park, a resident population of 20 birds. Brunswick Park, present throughout the 
year, with peak counts of 26 in January and February, 28-30 in August to October 
and 33-36 in November and December. 


Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Status: scarce and local breeding resident, population probably now stable. 


The Beddington population of 65 territories was marginally down from totals of 
recent years (83 territories in 1995, 89 pairs bred in 1994 and 85 in 1993), however 
the productivity rate of the 49 pairs using the provided nest-boxes was impressive, 
with these pairs alone Tearing 301 juveniles (275 of which were ringed); away 
from this site 16 pairs bred, although slightly lower than recent levels of 23 in 
1995, 24 in 1994, 23 in 1993 and 26 in 1992, it seems unlikely that breeding 
populations have changed much. Slightly more worryingly, the huge Beddington 
population seemed to have all but abandoned the site by the end of the year, 
which suggests that insufficient food remains available for them during the winter. 
All records are given, but summarised for the key localities; the total numbers of 
pairs at breeding sites are given in parentheses. 


Berwick Ponds, (4-5) - up from two to three in 1995. Corbets Tey, (2-3) - down 
from seven in 1993. Essex Filter Beds, (3); with up to ten birds in August. 
Kelvedon Hatch, (2). Ongar, (1). Rainham Marsh, ten on Feb 24th, but no reports 
of breeding (1-2 in 1995). Sewardstone, one on Dec 4th. Walthamstow Res, (2) 
- same as 1995; up to four in September and October and one in November. 
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Beech Farm GP, monthly peaks were; 20 in March, three in April, eight in May, 
six in June, 20 in July and September and eight in December. Bowmans Farm, 
15 on Mar 17th. Colney Heath, one on Apr 21st. Coursers Lane Fields, peak 
monthly counts were: 15 in January, 35 February and March, 24 in April and 
December. Rye Meads SF, one on Apr 15th. Tyttenhanger GP, five on Jan Ist, 
four on 7th and 15 on July 19th. 

Brent Res, two on Oct 6th. Middlesex Filter Beds, two during December, but no 
reports of breeding (8 in 1995). Perry Oaks SF (2) - down from three in 1995; 
present from February to October with peak monthly peaks of six in April and 
May, 15 in July and August, 13 in September and eight in October. Staines Res, 
one on Sept 6th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Sept 22nd. 

No records from this sector. 

Charlton, one in Mudlarks Way from Dec 2nd to Sth. Dartford Marsh, up to 
three from Jan 5th to 12th, two on Nov 7th, rising to five on 25th which remained 
until the end of the year. 

Beddington SF, 65 territories were counted (down from 83 in 1995); 49 pairs 
used nest-boxes (75% occupancy rate) with the total number of broods being 84 
(345 eggs), from which 301 juveniles fledged (an 87% success rate) - the other 
territories were using natural nest sites; 100 in January, 80 in February and March, 
100 in September, 60 in October, 30 in November and - somewhat alarmingly - 
down to five in December. Holmethorpe SP, one from Dec 2nd to 15th and six 
on 16th. South Norwood CP, two on Feb 21st. Oxted/Limpsfield area, no birds 
were found during the year. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 


Status: common breeding resident, augmented by continental influxes in autumn 
and winter. 


Nationally the population is stable, but all available recent evidence in London 
suggests a slight decline. At the beginning of the year there were three flocks of 
100 or more (two in 1995), with the best count being 200 in Epping Forest. At 
the end of the year there were four counts of 100 or more, but significantly all 
these concerned October counts and almost certainly involved purely passage 
birds; astonishingly there were virtually no reports of wintering flocks in 
December. Details of flocks of 100 or more, breeding totals at regularly monitored 
sites, a record of an albino individual, all Inner London records, as well as a 
summary of autumn passage Is given below. 


Hainault Forest, 25 pairs bred (20-25 in 1995 and 25 in 1993). Epping Forest, 
200 on Feb 7th. Weald Park, an albino bird seen on Aug 26th. 

Rye Meads SF, 11 pairs bred. Stocker’s Lake, 14 territories. Verulamium Lake, 
100 on Jan 15th. West Hyde Fields, 100 on Oct 19th. 

Hampstead Heath, 150 flew WNW on Oct 7th and 120 flew WNW on Nov 9th. 
The best count in this sector was 60 at Harefield on Nov 13th. /nner London: 
Kensington Gardens, two pairs bred (1 in 1995). Regent’s Park, six pairs bred; 
eight on Sept 30th and in October: ten on 3rd, 30 on 22nd, 15 on 24th and 20 on 
30th. St James’s Park, two pairs bred. 

The best count was 60 on Mar 2nd at Wraysbury GP. 

Stone Marsh, 100 on Oct 12th. 

Arbrook Common, | | territories on CBC site (same as 1n 1994 and 1995). Ashtead 
Common, ten territories on CBC site (11 in 1995 and 7 in 1994). Barwell Court 
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Farm, 14 territories on CBC site (17 in 1995, 13 in 1994 and 16 in 1993). 
Bookham Common, 21 territories. Nower Wood, three territories on CBC plot 
(7 in 1995). Park Farm, Chessington, ten territories on CBC site (9 in 1995, 10 
in 1994 and 9 in 1993). Riddlesdown, South Croydon, 100 on Jan 6th. /nner 
London: Bankside, one on Sept 23rd. 


Autumn passage this year was widely reported, following on from the relatively 
poor autumns of 1994 and 1995. After a few reports in late September visible 
migration really got going in OCTOBER on 3rd with ten in Regent’s Park 
(Middx), 11 over Sydenham (Kent) and 40 over Hampstead Heath (Middx); the 
latter site had another 40 on 7th, but this was eclipsed by the count there of 150 
on 7th, the same day there were 40 at Amwell GP (Herts). More overflying migrants 
were noted on 10th with 30 over Hampstead Heath and 58 over Hoblingwell 
Wood (Kent) and again on 12th with 35 over Hampstead Heath and 24 over 
Worcester Park (Surrey), with another 100 on the ground at Stone Marsh (Kent). 
Further flocks of 35 headed over Hampstead Heath on 14th and 17th, with 15 
over Woolwich Common (Kent) on the latter date. Probably the best day of the 
autumn was on 19th with 30 at Rye Meads SF (Herts), 100 at West Hyde fields 
(Herts), 25 at Wraysbury GP (Bucks) and 50 over Hampstead Heath; the next day 
there were 78 at Middlesex Filter Beds (Essex/Middlesex) and 53 flew over South 
Croydon (Surrey). The best peaks after this were: on 22nd with 30 in Regent's 
Park and 30 over Worcester Park; on 30th with 20 in Regent’s Park and 20 over 
Queen Mother Res (Bucks) and 45 over Worcester Park; on 31st with 50 over 
Staines Res. The last flurry of diurnal migration took place on NOVEMBER 
8th with ten over Dartford Marsh (Kent), 64 over Sydenham and ten over Worcester 
Park and again on 9th with 40 at Rye Meads SF, 15 over Staines Res and an 
impressive 120 over Hampstead Heath. Almost all birds were flying W or NW. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
Status: regular autumn migrant and winter visitor, sometimes in large numbers. 


At the start of the year there were records from only 16 localities (compared 
with 27 in each of the previous two years), the only double figure counts coming 
from Epping Forest (up to 12), Limpsfield Chart (up to 20) and Thorndon Park 
(up to 19); the last birds of the spring were at Limpsfield Chart on Apr 21st. The 
first returning migrant was at Hall Marsh on Sept 29th, with further records 
from Oct 2nd onwards; the only double figure flocks during the second half of 
the year were West Hyde fields (11 on Oct 11th) at Brent Res (15 on Dec 28th). 
Records came from 37 localities during the autumn and early winter period; this 
compares with 30 in 1995, although only about 153 birds were involved 
(compared with 220 last year) - a somewhat disappointing end to the year. Records 
of two or more birds, all Inner London records, as well as details of autumn 
passage through the Area, are given below. 


Dagenham Corridor, three on Dec 12th. Epping Forest, 12 on Feb 7th and ten on 
Mar 3rd. Essex Filter Beds, three on Apr 24th. Hainault Forest, five on Oct 23rd 
and Nov 9th. Nazeing GP, two on Nov 20th. Thorndon Park, up to ten in January, 
up to 19 in February, up to ten in March with the last on Mar 27th. Warley Place, 
two on Nov 15th. 

Amwell GP, two on Jan 27th, two on Oct 7th, five on Oct 10th, with four until 
Nov 10th. Maple Lodge NR, four on Nov 25th, two on 28th. Oxhey, up to three 
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in December. Rye Meads SF, three on Nov 9th. West Hyde fields, 11 on Oct 
11th. Whippendell Woods, six on Apr 2nd. 

Brent Res, 15 on Dec 28th and two on Oct 21st. Hampstead Heath, two flew E 
on Apr 16th, six on Oct 6th and four flew WNW on Oct 7th. Jnner London: 
Regent’s Park, three on Mar 24th, one on Oct 22nd, five on Nov 8th and one on 
Dec 2nd. 

Black Park, six on Apr 3rd and 10th. Horton GP, seven on Nov 13th. 

Dartford Marsh, three on Nov 25th. Hall Place Gardens, two on Nov 24th. 
Hoblingwell Wood, two over on Oct 2nd. Maryon Wilson Park, two on Oct 31st. 
Woolwich Common, two on Oct | 1th. 

Beddington SF, three flew W on Oct 6th, two on Oct 24th, four flew W on Oct 
30th and up to seven birds in November and December. Chelsham, two on Oct 
3rd. Limpsfield Chart, 15 on Jan Ist, 20 on Jan 21st, up to four in February and 
20 on Apr 21st. South Norwood CP, two on Nov 26th. 





Apart from one September record autumn passage proper got underway on 
OCTOBER 2nd, although only one or two birds were reported until 6th with 
singles at Brent Res (Middx) and Amwell GP (Herts), three over Beddington SF 
(Surrey) and six over Hampstead Heath (Middx). The next day more overflying 
birds were noted at Hampstead Heath (4), Amwell GP (2) and Beddington SF (1), 
increasing to five at Amwell by 10th and a flock off 11 birds at West Hyde fields 
(Herts) on 11th did not stay long. Thereafter, the only movements of more than 
one bird were at Brent Res on 21st (2), over Beddington SF on 22nd (4), Hainault 
Forest on 23rd (5), Beddington SF on 24th (2) and 30th (4) and Maryon Wilson 
Park (Kent) on 31st (2). NOVEMBER was similarly uninspiring, the only sightings 
of more than one bird were: in Regent’s Park (Middx) on 8th (5), Hainault Forest 
(Essex) on 9th (5) and Rye Meads SF (Herts) on 9th (3), Amwell GP on 10th (4), 
Horton GP (Bucks) on 13th (7). By mid-month overhead passage had virtually 
ceased, with disappointingly few birds staying on to winter in the Area. 


Serin Serinus serinus 
Status: rare vagrant. 


Mudlarks Way, Charlton, a male from Nov 27th to Dec 9th (DM ef al), see 
photograph opposite page 176. 
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This constitutes the eleventh record for the London Area and the first for five 
years. There were two records in 1991 - an elusive wintering bird in the Lea 
Valley and a more showy, singing, spring male at Brent Res. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


The poor run of recent years continues with only one site recording a flock of 
over 100 (3 in 1995, 5 in 1994, 2 in 1993) compared with totals of seven or more 
flocks in the years prior to 1993. Two CBC sites recorded a decline in territories. 
Highest county counts, breeding totals from regularly monitored sites and all 
Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, ten pairs bred - a slight decline on the last couple of years. 
Nazeing GP, 105+ on Jan 15th. Rainham Marsh, 70 on Jan Ist, two pairs bred 
(down from 4 pairs in 1995). 

Beech Farm GP, 60 on Sept 22nd. Rye Meads, 30 on Feb 2nd, five territories. 
Stanborough Lakes, 30 on Jan 20th. Stocker’s Lake, five territories. 

Brent Cross, c60 on Nov 9th. Hampton Court Park, 50 on Dec 27th. Inner 
London: Canfield Gardens, NW6, one on Nov 7th. Hyde Park, five territories (4 
in 1995). Kensington Gardens, one territory (4 in 1994). Regent’s Park, one pair 
bred. St. James’s Park, one pair bred. 

Wraysbury GP, 20 on Mar 2nd. 

Bexley Wood, 20 on Nov 17th. Charlton Park, six pairs bred. Greenwich Park, 
50 on Jan Ist (up to 50 in roost until April). Charlton House Gardens, 35 on Feb 
26th. Sydenham, 20 flying W on Oct 6th. 

Ashtead Common, CBC site, one territory (2 in 1995). Park Farm, Chessington, 
CBC site, two territories (3 in 1995). Reigate, three pairs bred. Highest count at 
Riddlesdown, South Croydon on Jan 6th, where there were 30 birds with Chaffinches. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
Status: fairly common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


An improvement on last year, there were three flocks of 100 or more (none in 
1995) at the beginning of 1996. The latter part of the year mirrored 1995 with five 
flocks of 100 or more. Essex supported the largest flocks with Dagenham 
Chase having the highest total of 200 on Oct 2nd. Few comments on breeding 
status were received. Groups of 80 or more and all Inner London records are given. 


Barking Marsh, 80 on Jan 21st. Dagenham Chase, 200 on Oct 2nd. Hainault 
Forest, four pairs on June Ist. Harold Wood SF, 120 on Dec 28th. Rainham 
Marsh, 100 on Jan 4th and Mar 2nd, 25 pairs on June Ist, 140 on Aug 17th, 120 
on Sept 7th and 100 on Oct 5th. 

Broxbourne GP, 50 on Feb 10th. Hilfield Park Res, 75 on Sept 22nd. Maple 
Lodge NR, one pair feeding young on July 8th. Rye Meads SF, 35 on Aug 28th, 
40 on Nov 9th and 52 on Dec 31st. Stocker’s Lake, four territories in June. 
Tyttenhanger GP, c50 on Apr 3rd. 

Bedfont Lakes GP, 72 on Oct 4th. Downe Barns Farm, 30 on Sept 7th. Grovelands 
Park, 44 feeding in alders on Mar. 11th. Hampton Waterworks, 30 on Feb 21st. 
Harefield, 30 on Sept 18th and 25th. Kempton Park Res, four juveniles with 
adults in July and August. Perry Oaks SF, 35 on Apr 30th. Springwell Lock, 50 














ABOVE: Red-necked Phalarope and Mute Swans at Stanwell Moor, May 1996 (Peter Gasson). 


BELOW: Pomarine Skua at Queen Mother Res, November 1996 (John Simpson). 
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ABOVE: White-winged Black Tern at the Thames Barrier, June 1996 (Mike McDonnell). 


BELOW LEFT: Hoopoe at Kempton Park Res, May 1996 (Andy Tomczynski). 
BELOW RIGHT: Penduline Tit at Brent Res, November 1996 (Dominic Mitchell). 
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on Nov 11th. Staines Moor, 45 on Sept 18th. Vicarage Farm, Enfield, 40 on Oct 
6th. Yiewsley GP, 60 on Jan 8th. /nner London: Canfield Gardens, NW6, two 
on Nov 5th. Kensington Gardens, one on Mar 6th and 19th. Regent’s Park, seven 
on Feb 28th, two pairs probably bred, 20 on Oct 2nd and 40 on Oct 24th. 

Old Slade GP, 33 on Aug 9th. Ranston Covert, Denham, 30 on Jan 28th. 
Wraysbury GP, 40 on Oct 19th. 

Charlton, two pairs bred in Barrier Gardens. Dartford Marshes, 30+ on Sept 
13th. Hall Place Gardens, 60 on Aug 1 1th and 25th. Maryon Wilson Park, 40 on 
Jan 2nd. Sevenoaks Reserve, 40 on Jan 27th, 90 on Mar 4th, 100 on Apr Ist and 
30 on Dec 9th. Woolwich Common, 30 on Aug 3 Ist. 

Beddington SF, one territory (2 in 1995), 150 on Oct 3rd. Bookham Common, 
four territories. Cannon Hill Common, 30 on Sept 14th. Hogsmill SF, 30 on Aug 
17th. Holmethorpe SP, 45 on Jan 7th and 50 on Oct 2nd; three pairs bred. South 
Norwood CP, 100+ in late July and 50 on Oct 5th. /nner London: Burgess Park, 
15 on Nov 20th and 25 on Nov 27th. Surrey Canal, Peckham, ten on Sept 10th. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 


Status: common winter visitor, passage migrant and increasingly regular in 
summer; potential breeding species. 


The winter of 1995/96 was a poor season for this attractive finch in the London 
Area, with the largest counts at the beginning of the year being 50 at Sevenoaks on 
Feb 26th and Stocker’s Lake on Feb 8th. As in 1995 there were no breeding season 
records. The last spring record was one bird at Bowman’s Heath on Apr 11th. The 
first autumn birds were c40 at Tyttenhanger GP and four at Vicarage Farm on Sept 
19th, with five further sites recording Siskins the following day; a huge passage of 
birds over Hampstead Heath on Sept 21st and 22nd is noteworthy. After the poor 
sized flocks at the start of the year, it was encouraging to see many more birds at 
the end, with five flocks of over 100 (none in 1995, 4 in 1994), the largest total 
being 200 at Sevenoaks on Dec 9th. Groups of 70 or more, or the highest county 
counts where these were lower, as well as Inner London records, are given. 


Fishers Green, 100 on Dec 14th. Thordon Park, 100 on Sept 24th. Weald Park, 
100 on Sept 22nd and 70 on Nov 22nd. 

Maple Lodge NR, 50 on Nov 28th. Stocker’s Lake, 80 on Nov 9th. The Grove, 
70 in alders on Dec 24th. 

Bushy Park, 50 on Nov 27th. Hampstead Heath, 250+ flew S on Sept 21st and 
120 flew S on Sept 22nd, 80 on Oct 6th and 50 on 7th were present on site. Trent 
Park, 40 on Oct 10th. Inner London: Regent’s Park, two on Jan Sth (one staying 
until Mar 17th), ten on Mar 20th, six on Apr 9th, 17 on Sept 21st, five on Oct 
2nd, seven on Oct 31st and eight on Nov Ist. 

Black Park, 25 on Feb 10th and 16th. Chalfont Park, 25 on Dec 21st. Denham 
CP, 100+ on Sept 22nd. Denham Court, 45 on Dec 31st. Ranston Covert, Denham, 
40 on Feb 18th. Wraysbury GP, 30 on Jan 20th. 

Crofton Heath, 50+ on Dec 29th. Hall Place Gardens, 38 on Nov 24th. Sevenoaks 
Reserve, 50 on Feb 26th and 200 on Dec 9th. 

Beddington SF, 32 flew S on Sept 21st, 11 flew S on Sept 22nd, 18 flew S on 
Sept 24th, ten flew S on Sept 26th and 20 on Nov 24th. Limpsfield Chart, 50 
from Sept 21st to 25th and 50 on Dec 15th. Oxted, 40 flying over observer’s 
garden on Nov | 1th and 28th and Dec 22nd. Inner London: Bankside Reach, 
six flew S on Sept 24th and two flew S on Sept 27th. 
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Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Status: common breeding resident and passage migrant. 


At the start of the year there was one flock of 100 or more (none in 1995, 4 in 
1994) and 13 flocks of 100 or more (8 in 1995, 12 in 1994) at the end of the year. 
Two recorders noted a decline, whereas other observers recorded a good breeding 
season. Counts of 100 or more, some breeding figures and all Inner London 
records are given. 


Barking Marsh, 130 on Jan 21st, 120 on Sept 19th and 300 on Oct 6th. Dagenham 
Chase, 158 on Nov 22nd. Dagenham Corridor, 200 on Dec 16th. King George V 
Res, 100 on Nov 15th. Paynes Lane GP, 170 on Aug 19th and Sept 20th. Rainham 
Marsh, 100 on Mar 13th, Oct 19th and Dec 7th; 25 pairs summered. 

Bushey, c120 on Sept 29th. Chiswell Green, 200 on Oct 12th. Rye Meads SF, 
eight pairs summered. St Albans, 100 on Aug 24th. Tyttenhanger GP, 250 on 
Sept 22nd. West Hyde, 250 on Oct 1 Ith. 

Bedfont Lakes CP, 103 on Sept 20th. Kempton Park Res, eight on July 11th, 
including a pair with four young. Perry Oaks SF, three pairs bred. Inner London: 
Regent’s Park, two on Mar 20th, five on Apr 11th, six on Apr 15th, one on May 
8th and one on Oct 5th. 

Old Stade GP, 100 on July 30th. Queen Mother Res, 100 on Aug 1 1th. 
Dartford Marsh, cl100 on Oct 9th. Charlton, two pairs breeding at Old Stone 
Sports Ground. Ruxley GP, 100 on Oct 6th. Stone-Swanscombe Marshes 100+ 
on Mar 31st and 160 on Oct 12th. 

Beddington SF, two families on June Ist. Masters Park, Oxted, 100 on Sept 4th. 
Warlingham, 100 feeding on linseed at Court Farm on Oct 20th. Inner London: 
Burgess Park, two on July 26th, seven on Oct 7th and nine on Nov 20th. Surrey 
Docks, seven on May 3rd and one on May 25th. 


Twite Carduelis flavirostris 
Status: scarce late autumn and winter visitor at Rainham, rare elsewhere. 


Rainham Marsh, two on Jan 6th (MKD). 
Brent Res, 15 flew over heading E at 11.50 hrs on Dec 7th (ASMS). 


As last year, a disappointing distribution of records with only one site away 
from Rainham. The excellent record for Brent was a good find for the recorder’s 
local patch. 


Redpoll Carduelis flammea 
Status: uncommon breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


After the small influx of the previous autumn, reasonable numbers remained 
through January at two sites, with up to 200 at Thorndon Park and 100 in Hainault 
Forest, though no other three-figure counts were made. Autumn totals were poor, 
with the biggest flock being 50 at Thorndon Park. Evidence of breeding came 
only from Hainault Forest and Walton Heath. Breeding records, counts of 20 or 
more and Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, 100 on Mar 2nd included at least 60 Mealy-types (C.fflammea); 
one or two pairs were noted early in the breeding season, one of which was a 
Mealy-type. Thorndon Park, 80 birds on Jan Ist were mostly Mealy Redpolls; 
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numbers there had climbed to 200 by Jan 6th. A flock of 150-200 there on Jan 
28th included many Mealy Redpolls, “perhaps more than half the total”, and there 
were still 50 there on Mar Sth. The biggest autumn count was 50 on Nov 24th. 
Amwell GP, 25 on Mar 17th. Stocker’s Lake, 20 max on Nov 24th. Troy Mill GP, 
about 20 reported “on the Middlesex side” on Dec 25th. 

Inner London: reported only from Regent’s Park in the autumn, with one on Oct 
10th, one from Oct 23rd to Nov Ist and 12 on Nov 26th, with one of these 
remaining to Nov 28th. 

Black Park, 80 on Feb 3rd, 60 on Mar 3rd, 50 on Apr 3rd and 65 on Apr 9th. 
Hoblingwell Wood, 23 on Jan 27th and 21 on Dec 17th. Sevenoaks Reserve, 20 
on Mar 4th. Orpington, two “large birds with dark backs” on Feb 6th were reported 
as C.frostrata. 

Walton Heath, three singing males on the golf course on June Ist. Limpsfield 
Chart, 40 on Jan Ist. Wimbledon Common, 50 in the Meadow area on Jan 29th. 


1995 Additional Records 
Inner London: Battersea Park, two on Feb 2nd and one on Apr 7th. 


Arctic Redpoll Carduelis hornemanni 


Status: very rare vagrant 





Essex 


Thorndon Park, up to four birds, first seen on Dec 17th 1995, were still present 
on Jan 1st, with at least two on Jan 13th (AAB,GCB,CM,CMe), at least two on 
Jan 28th (DMJ), [at least one on Feb Ist (JC, GC) and Feb 17th (DL, PL)]. The 
British Birds Rarities Committee accepted the presence of at least four birds in 
Thorndon Park up to Jan 28th. Chingford, one on Feb Ist (AM). Hainault Forest, 
one on Mar 30th (MKD). 
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Broxbourne Woods, one with Mealy Redpolls on Feb 18th (BR), then one in the 
adjacent Cowheath Wood on Mar 15th (MI). These records were both accepted 
by the British Birds Rarities Committee and published, somewhat misleadingly, 
as “one from Feb 18th to Mar 15th”. 


These represented the sixth to ninth London records. A record year. The wording 
in the British Birds Rarities Report is rather generous in its allocation of the 
length of stay, as well as the number of birds at Thorndon Park and Broxbourne 
Woods, particularly the latter where there were only two sightings involved. We 
have published all the known sightings above, although clearly there may be 
additional records unknown to us. All the above records have been accepted by 
the British Birds Rarities Committee, except for those in square brackets which 
still await acceptance. 


Crossbill Loxia curvirostra 
Status: irruptive visitor; rare breeding species (usually following irruptions). 


Hampstead Heath, a male flew S on Mar 28th (PWD). 
Beddington SF, one male on Aug 11th (GDM). 


After the paltry total of three records in 1995 it seemed things could not get 
much worse. They did, and these two records represent the lowest total for many 
years. 


Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 
Status: very rare vagrant. 
Walton Heath, one male on July 26th (AP, JP). 


The seventh London record and only the second summer bird. 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Status: fairly common breeding resident. 


At least 97 pairs or territories were reported, compared with 33 in 1995 and 47 
in 1994. Reports from Sewardstone and Wimbledon Common referred to the 
species being scarcer in the breeding season, though an increase in the number 
of territories was reported from Bookham. Counts of ten or more birds, significant 
breeding concentrations, as well as breeding records from regularly monitored 
sites and all Inner London records are given. 


Hainault Forest, ten pairs bred, the same number as in 1995. 

Bricket Wood area, 16-18 territories. Tyttenhanger GP, 14 on Nov 16th. Rye 
Meads SF, ten present on Jan 23rd and Dec 31st. Tenements Farm, ten on Feb 
1 6th. 

Downe Barns Farm, 12 on Nov 19th. Jnner London: Holland Park, two pairs 
present on Apr 28th. Hyde Park, one on Apr 6th, but did not breed. Regent’s 
Park, one pair bred. 

Present at 15 sites during the breeding season. Ten at Wraysbury GP on various 
dates between July 6th and Oct 19th. | «| 
Dartford Heath, an estimated minimum of two territories. Ruxley GP, 15 on Dec 
29th. 
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Ashtead Common, four territories (three in 1995). Barwell Court, one territory 
(one in 1995). Bookham Common, 12 territories, an increase on 1995. Park 
Farm, Chessington, one territory (one in 1995). Wimbledon Common, three 
territories (five in 1995). Holmethorpe SP, ten on Jan Ist. 


Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 


Status: scarce and probably declining breeding resident; occasional passage 
migrant. 


There were three or four indications of breeding from just two sites, compared 
with two at one site in 1995. 


Harts Wood, Brentwood, two pairs (CRJ). Hainault Forest, one or two pairs 
(MKD). Dagnam Park, one on Jan Ist (CRJ). Thorndon Park, two on Mar 2nd 
and one on Nov 17th (per MKD). 

Amwell GP, three on Apr 3rd (BR), two on Apr 5th (BR), 15th and 18th (GJW) 
and two on Aug 31st (DL). Balls Wood, one on June 3rd (KS). Broxbourne 
Woods, two on Feb 4th (BR), three on Mar 2nd (AM, JT), four on Mar 3rd 
(MCB) and two on Mar 6th (GSE). Post Wood, three on Mar 5th (LM). 
Hampstead Heath, one flew S on Oct 6th (MAH) and one flew N on Oct 17th 
(WEO). Tottenham Cemetery, one on Nov 16th (PL). 

Lullingstone Lake/Park, one heard on Apr 7th (SJG). Maryon Wilson Park, two 
on Oct 27th and one on Oct 31st (DM). 

Bookham Common, one seen in flight on Apr 7th, two on Apr 3rd (RHK) and 
one heard in Hill House Wood on June 3rd (RHK). 


Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus 
Status: rare, but annual, autumn and winter visitor. 


Dagenham Chase, two on Nov 4th (KB). Rainham Marsh, one on Jan Ist (MKD, SRP), 
4th (KB) and 6th (SRP) was presumably the individual present in December 1995. 


Another poor year. Rainham Marsh remains the most regular site for this species 
in the London Area. 


Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Status: scarce autumn and winter visitor. 


King George V Res, a first-winter male from Nov 22nd to 25th (PJV, AC ef al) 
was joined on 23rd by an adult male and a female or immature (RCe ef al). Wm 
Girling Res, a female/immature on Nov 13th (PJV). 

Tyttenhanger GP, a first-winter male from Nov 29th to Dec Ist (LM ef al). 
Brent Res, a male flew E at 09.25 hrs on Nov 23rd (ASMS). 

Queen Mother Res, one on Oct 17th (JAS). 

Dartford Marsh, a male flew W at 13.10 hrs on Nov 5th (BEW). 

Beddington SF, a male flew SW on Oct 12th (SW,GDM,AMP,RW) and two flew 
SW on Oct 18th (AT). 


After an average of fewer than three records annually in the 1990s, this year’s 
influx signals a welcome reversal of the trend. It is interesting to note that all 
records fell within a narrow six-week period in late autumn. 
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Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 


Status: widespread but declining breeding resident, occurring away from the 
suburbs. 


A total of 56 pairs or singing males was reported during the breeding season, 
although the species was recorded at other sites where no details of the sex/ 
number present were submitted. This is a decrease on 74 reported last year and 
the lowest figure since 1990, when the total was just 37. Although it is likely that 
the species is under-recorded in rural areas, this year’s evidence again points to 
a continuing decline, and several sites reported a further fall in breeding numbers, 
with the species now absent in some former strongholds. All breeding season 
records (with the number of pairs or singing males in parentheses), counts of ten 
or more and records of migrants in built-up areas are given. 


Berwick Ponds, present in May. Dagnam Park (2); 30 on Jan Ist. Harold Park/ 
Mayland Golf Course (5). Havering CP, “still decreasing”. Rainham Marsh, 30 
on Jan Ist. Sewardstone, “absent from a former stronghold”. 

Colney Heath (1); ten on Oct 31st. Hilfield Lane, Elstree (1). Hilfield Park Res 
(1). Sopwell Mill, St Albans, c20 on Dec 7th. Tyttenhanger GP (1). 

Alexandra Park, one on Nov 16th. Fernyhill Farm, one on May 12th: Parkside 
Farm, Enfield, two on May 12th. Trent Park, one on May 12th. Vicarage Farm, 
Enfield, five on May 12th. 

Black Park (1). Mopes Farm, now absent (five territories in 1993). Rowley Farm 
(3) — up from two in 1993. Shire Lane (1) — there were at least five in 1993. 
Ashtead Common (1) — same as in 1994. Bookham Common (1). Epsom 
Common, four males “disputing territories” in March. Holmethorpe SP (8). 
Horton CP (5); 15 on Mar 23rd. Park Farm, Chessington (6) — a return to 1993 
levels after three in 1995. Riddlesdown (2); 26 on Feb Ist to 2nd. Tandridge (1). 
Walton Heath (4). 

Dartford Heath (3+). Hawkwood (7). High Elms, two on Apr 9th. Hoblingwell 
Wood, “scarce now”. Horton Kirby (3). Scadbury Park (1). Stone Lake/Cotton 
Farm, one on Apr 25th. 


z 


Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
Status: rare vagrant. 


King George V Res, one (probably first-winter) on Sept 3rd (PJV,AM). 
Hounslow Heath, one on Sept 20th (JH) was seen well and looked settled, but it 
could not be refound later the same day. 


The 14th and 15th London records. Although only the sixth and seventh since 
1972, this is the fourth consecutive year (and third consecutive autumn) that the 
species has appeared in the London Area. 


Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
Status: common breeding resident, passage migrant and winter visitor. 


This species has declined nationally in recent years, but its status in the London 
Area is difficult to assess. While some sites reported a reduction in numbers — 
for example no breeding pairs at Hilfield Park Res compared to eight in 1995 — 
others recorded no change or even an increase. At Beddington SE, for instance, 
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the total of breeding pairs has increased by 30 per cent since 1994. More consistent 
monitoring of other sites year-on-year would clarify the overall trend, though 
like Yellowhammer this species is probably also under-recorded in the breeding 
season; two singing males in a rape field at Aldenham in June illustrate a 
preference for a habitat that is rarely surveyed in the London Area. Breeding 
season concentrations of five or more pairs or singing males (shown in 
parentheses) or the highest county total if lower, site maxima of 20 or more and 
indications of changes in status are given. 


Essex Filter Beds (2) — same as in 1994 and 1995. Rainham Marsh, 60 on Dec 
28th; 40 pairs bred, down from 77 in 1995. Walthamstow Marsh (10). 
Walthamstow Res, 25 in April; breeding total not known. 

Amwell GP (8); 50 on Jan Ist. Hilfield Park Res, two in the early winter period 
and none in the breeding season — eight pairs bred in 1995. Rye Meads SF (15) 
—an increase on 11 pairs in 1995; 40 on Sept 28th. Stocker’s Lake (5+). 

Brent Res (5). Broadwater GP (10). Perry Oaks SF (6). Staines Res, 20 on Oct. 
Din. 

Old Slade GP (6). Thorney CP (5). Tilehouse GP (4) — down from six pairs in 
1995. Wraysbury GP, 20 during April, but a peak of only ten in May was “well 
down on previous years”; breeding total not known. 

Dartford Marsh, 30+ on Feb 8th. Ruxley GP (2) — a decrease from three pairs in 
1995. Sevenoaks Reserve, three in May. 

Beddington SF (30) — an increase on 23 in 1995 and 21 in 1994. 


Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra 


Status: declining and increasingly localised breeding resident, occurring away 
from the suburbs. . 


The well-documented national decline continues to be reflected in the London 
Area. Most breeding season counts were down or, at best, static, and flock sizes 
and roosts in the winter months were also lower. Breeding concentrations of 
four or more pairs or singing males (totals in parentheses), as well as counts of 
ten or more, are given. 


Berwick Ponds (4). Dagenham Chase, the maximum site count of eight on Jan 
6th was well down on the peak of 53 in 1995. Fairlop (12). Rainham Marsh, 40 
on Jan Ist, 50 on Nov 16th and 60 on Dec 7th. 

Abbots Langley, 45 on Jan 28th decreased to 36 by Mar 3rd and then dispersed 
by Mar 9th. Chiswell Green (7-8). 

Dartford Marsh (2); 50 on Mar 11th. Horton Kirby (10). 


* Surrey South Norwood CP, maximum of 12 in January and February. 
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Appendix I: Escapes 


The following records relate to birds known, or presumed, to be of captive origin. 
Full details are given for species that also occur in a wild or established feral 
state in the Area, all official Category D species and any others of special interest 
or rarity, eg those which may achieve Category C status by establishing viable 
feral populations. In addition to those listed, there are full-winged individuals of 
several species of wildfowl in St James’s Park. 


White Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 
1971 Additional Record 


Middx Staines Res, three adults flew in from the W at 12.20 hrs on Apr 18th, circled the 


reservoir then drifted off E, before returning and settling on the water where they 
remained for 15 to 20 minutes; two birds departed to the W, the other bird was not 
seen to fly off (AVM). Presumably the same birds were seen at Breydon Water 
(Norfolk) in late August and early September 1971. [The above date is correct 
and not Sept 18th as stated in British Birds 90:518] 


1972 Additional Record 


Middx Wraysbury Res, two adults on Nov 10th (CDRH) were seen on Nov | Ith at Kempton 


Park Res (per CDRH). Presumably the same birds were seen at Dungeness (Kent) 
on Nov | 1th and 12th. 


All the above records have been accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee 
into Category D of the British list. 


Sacred Ibis (Africa) Threskiornis aethiopicus 


Middx/ River Thames at Twickenham, one beside towpath between Ham House and 
Surrey Richmond on Apr Ist, then again in the Eel Pie area on July 20th and at Richmond 


on Aug 28th. 


The above records all relate to the same individual first seen by the River Thames 
at Twickenham in 1994 and then again at Molesey and Richmond in 1995, 


White-faced Whistling Duck (Tropical Africa and America) Dendrocygna viduata 


Herts 


Amwell GP, two on May 22nd and 25th, one on June 3rd. 


Surrey Walton Res, one on June 14th. 


Essex 


Herts 


Black Swan (Australia and New Zealand) Cygnus atratus 


Fishers Green, one on Feb 25th. Hooks Marsh, one on Nov 17th. King George V 
Res, one from July 1st to Oct Ist. Romford, two (a pair) throughout the year on 
Raphael Park Lake. Upminster, one pair bred rearing two young. Wm Girling 
Res, one on Oct 4th. 

Cheshunt GP, one on Mar Ist, Apr 15th, 18th and Nov 13th on Seventy Acres 
Lake. 


Middx Bushy Park, one on Aug 27th and 28th. Grovelands Park, one on Mar 9th. Hampton 


Court Park, one from Dec 27th to 31st. Wood Green Res, one on Mar 6th. Jnner 
London: Hyde Park, one on Apr 15th and 25th. 


Surrey Claremont Lake, one on Dec 7th. Godstone, one all year on Bay Pond. Holmethorpe 


SP, two immatures from May 2nd to June 16th, two on July 27th and up to two from 
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Dec 24th into 1997. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on June 24th and July Sth. Thorpe 
Water Park, five on Jan 14th, Feb 18th, three on Mar 17th, five on Oct 20th, Nov 
17th and three on Dec 15th. Walton Res, one from July 13th to Aug 25th. 


Swan Goose (Eastern Asia) Anser cygnoides 
Godstone, five on Sept 22nd. 


Whooper Swan Cygnus cygnus 


Stanborough Lakes, the bird first seen in 1993 was again present for most of the 
year. Verulamium Lake, one on May 15th. 

Bushy Park, one on Jan 20th. 

Beddington SF, one on Jan 24th. Holmethorpe SP, one on June 16th. Island Barn 
Res, one on Jan 21st. Lonsdale Road Res, one present for much of February and 
March also visited Barnes Pond. Oxted, one from Feb 6th to 9th. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus 


Fishers Green, one on Jan 10th. 

Stanstead Abbotts GP, one on Feb 24th. Stocker’s Lake, the long-staying individual 
was present until the spring, but was not seen subsequently. 

Chertsey Meads, a first-winter bird on Jan 19th. Holmethorpe SP, one present 
with Greylag Geese from Feb 16th to Apr 27th. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Nazeing GP, one on May 31st. 


Rye Meads SF, one on May 31st. 


Bar-headed Goose (Southern Asia) Anser indicus 


Dagenham Chase, one on Nov 18th. Nazeing Marsh, one on Feb 11th. Turnford 
Marsh GP, one on Apr 3rd. Walthamstow Res, two on June 1 6th. 

Broxbourne GP, one on Feb 1 0th. Lynster’s Farm, Maple Cross, two from July 8th 
to 24th. Stanstead Abbotts GP, one from Feb 22nd to 24th. Stocker’s Lake, one 
from Aug 9th to 10th. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Jan 3 Ist, Feb 6th to 18th. 
Hampton Court Park, one on Mar 14th and Apr 2nd. Kempton Park Res, one on 
Apr 21st. Staines Moor, one on Jan 13th. Staines Res, one on Aug 25th, two on 
27th, three on Aug 31st. Stockley Park, three on Apr 13th. Wraysbury Res, one on 
Sept 13th. 

Beddington SF, two on May 29th. Holmethorpe SP, two on Apr 26th, one on 30th. 
Richmond, two on the River Thames on July 22nd, three on Dec 26th and 31st. 
Riverside Open Space, Molesey, one resident all year, occasionally joined by a 
second bird. South Norwood CP, one on Jan 2nd and Feb 4th. Walton Res, one 
on July 31st. 


Snow Goose (North America) Anser caerulescens 


Dagenham Chase, a blue-phase bird on Aug 13th. King George V Res, a blue- 
phase bird on Oct 15th. Wm Girling Res, four, three blue-phase and one white, flew 
SE at 09.13 hrs on Oct 22nd and were seen at Dungeness (Kent) later the same day. 
Sevenoaks Reserve, one on June 30th. 
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Emperor Goose (Alaska and north-east Siberia) Anser canagicus 


Amwell GP, one on Aug 26th. 

Vicarage Farm, Enfield, one on Sept 14th and 20th. 

Wraysbury GP, one on May 8th. 

River Thames at Sunbury Lock, one on Jan Ist, Mar 14th and Dec 3 Ist. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 


Connaught Water, singles on Feb 13th, Apr 27th and Dec 8th. Cornmill Meads, 
one on Dec 15th. Fishers Green, two on Apr 15th, 27th and five on June 15th. 
Hooks Marsh, one on Apr 4th. Paynes Lane GP, two on Apr 9th, six on 24th and 
11 on Aug 1 Ith. 

Amwell GP, singles on May 26th, from Oct 12th to 19th and from Nov 10th to 
17th. Hilfield Park Res, one on Mar 23rd. Lynster’s Farm, Maple Cross, one on 
July 8th, 11th and 24th. Rye Meads SE, two on Mar 2nd. Stanborough Lakes, one 
on Jan 14th, May 18th and Oct 5th. Stocker’s Lake, one on Jan 14th, Aug 10th, 
23rd, 26th and from Dec 22nd to 23rd. Tyttenhanger GP, one on Sept 14th. 
Chalfont Park, one on Sept 22nd and from Oct Ist to Nov 25th. 

Alexandra Park, one on Apr 3rd. Broadwater GP, one on Dec 27th and 30th. 
Shepperton, two on Dec 5th. Staines Moor, one from Feb 8th to 11th, Aug 8th to 
31st and three on Oct 13th. Wood Green Res, one on Feb 7th, Apr 11th and from 
17th to 21st. 

Sevenoaks Reserve, one on May Ist and 4th. Chipstead Lake, seven on Jan 19th 
roosted overnight and had left by the following morning. 

Holmethorpe SP, one from Apr 14th to 23rd. Richmond Park, one on Pen Ponds 
on July 7th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, three on Sept 17th. 


Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 


Barking Bay/Barking Marsh/Beckton/Creekmouth, the long-staying individual was 
seen on several dates from January to April. Fishers Green, one on Apr 15th and 
two on Apr 27th. King George V Res, one on Mar 22nd and Aug 20th. Nazeing 
Marsh, three on Feb 11th, 25th and four on 29th. Paynes Lane GP, two on Apr 
22nd. Walthamstow Res, one bird was present throughout the year, but there were 
four from June 27th throughout July and two on Aug 4th. 

Amwell GP, one from Feb 22nd to Mar 8th. Broxbourne GP, two on Sept 8th. 
Inner London: King’s Cross Development, three on Mar 22nd landed on a golf 
driving range! 

Chertsey, one in Hardwick Park on Mar 26th. Queen Elizabeth II Res, one on Nov 
3rd. Walton-on-Thames, one on Nov 25th. Walton Res, one on Sept 26th. 


Cape Shelduck (Southern Africa) Tadorna cana 


Fishers Green, one on May 12th and three flew W on June 15th. Walthamstow 
Res, two on June 22nd, along with either another Cape Shelduck or a Ruddy 
Shelduck. 

Tyttenhanger GP, one on Apr Sth. 

Kempton Park Res, one on May 25th. Queen Mary Res, one on Aug 3rd, three on 
Aug 10th, two on 11th, 26th and one on 31st. Staines Res, three on Aug 1 Sth. 
Queen Elizabeth II Res, four on and off throughout the year, with a peak of seven 
on Jan 7th - some of these birds were thought to be hybrids with Ruddy or Paradise 
Shelducks. Walton Res, three on Sept 1 Oth. 
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Wood Duck (North America) Aix sponsa 


King George V Res, a female or immature on Mar 22nd. 

Bentley Priory, a pair seen on several dates in February and March. The Basin, 
Edgware, one on Mar 15th. 

Claremont Lake, three males on Dec 7th. Godstone Town Pond, two males on 
Sept 22nd. Nower Wood, one male, possibly with a female, on Apr 9th. 


Muscovy Duck (Central and South America) Cairina moschata 
Claremont Lake, two on Dec 7th. Godstone, one on Sept 22nd. 


Chiloe Wigeon (Southern South America) Anas sibilatrix 


Cotton Farm, Stone Lake, one on Oct 12th. 
Richmond Park, two on Pen Ponds on Sept 29th and Oct 19th. 


Speckled Teal (South America) _ Anas flavirostris 


South Norwood CP, one from Jan 20th to 21st and again on Feb 14th. South 
Norwood lake, the same bird seen on Feb 8th, 21st and 24th. 


Pintail Anas acuta 


Claremont Lake, three on Dec 7th. Richmond Park, one on Feb 15th, July 31st 
and three on Aug I 1th. 


Red-billed Teal (Southern and eastern Africa) Anas erythrorhyncha 
Beddington SF, one from Sept 30th to Dec 14th. 


Blue-winged Teal Anas discors 


Connaught Water, a female or immature on Jan 4th, three (an adult male, a female 
and a first-winter male) on Jan 15th, a pair nest-building on Apr Ist, one pair on 
Apr 23rd, a female on Aug 17th and a pair again on Dec 8th. 


Australasian Shoveler (Australia and New Zealand) Anas rhynchotis 
Stocker’s Lake, an adult male on Apr 8th, 21st and Oct 27th. 


Pink-eared Duck (Australia) Malacorhynchus membranaceus 


Perry Oaks SF, a male on June 15th and 27th. Staines Res, a male (presumably the 
bird seen intermittently from May to July last year) from July 7th to 14th. Wraysbury 
Res, a male on Sept 9th. 


Red-crested Pochard | Netta rufina 
Inner London: St James’s Park, at least ten birds which were captive bred, were 
left fully winged. 


Claremont Lake, five birds (part of wildfowl collection) on Dec 12th. Godstone 
Town Pond, one on Sept 22nd. Thorpe Water Park, four on Jan 14th, six on Feb 
18th, four on Mar 17th, two on Oct 20th, three on Dec 15th and one on Dec 22nd. 
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All the above birds are known to be of captive or feral origin. The true status of 
this species is hopelessly, and permanently, shrouded by the presence of large 
numbers of free-flying birds in southern England. The birds listed under Stoke 
Newington Res in the main systematic list might be more appropriately listed 
here. 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 


Wraysbury GP, one with jesses was watched hunting rabbits on Sept 14th and the 
same, or another, was seen on Nov Sth. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 


Queen Mother Res, one first seen in October was still present well into 1997; it 
carried the remains of jesses and was a familiar sight around the banks of the 
reservoir. 


Red-tailed Hawk Buteo jamaicensis 


Epsom Common, one found dead during June had, apparently, been ringed as a 
Golden Eagle!, another bird with jesses was caught on June 20th and returned to 
its owner in Walton-on-Thames in July. 


Bobwhite Quail (Central and North America) Colinus virginianus 
Garston, one apparently calling from a garage roof on Mar 30th. 


Reeve’s Pheasant (China) Syrmaticus reevesii 


Banstead, two males seen alongside Headle Road, appropriately enough near the 
Cock House public house, on Feb 21st. 


Eagle Owl Bubo bubo 
Inner London: Regent’s Park, one on Dec 6th and 21st. 


Cockatiel (Australia) Nymphicus hollandicus 


King George V Res, one on Aug 6th. 

Colney Heath, one on July 23rd. Nashes Farm , one on Apr 30th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, one on Sept 13th. Verulamium Lake, one on Jan 15th. 

Ravenscourt Park, one on July 26th. Tottenham Cemetery, one on July 4th. 
Chalfont Park, one during September. 

Greenwich Park, one on Feb 29th and July 18th. 

Beddington SF, singles on Feb 11th, 12th, May 28th, Aug 5th, 6th, Sept 11th, 
16th and 21st - involving at least three individuals. Chertsey Meads, one on Apr 
26th. Holmethorpe SP, one on Mar 10th. Hammersmith, one alongside the River 
Thames on July 26th. 


Budgerigar (Australia) Melopsittacus undulatus 


Walthamstow Res, one on July 28th. 
Chiswell Green, one on Aug 24th. Smug Oak Lane, one on Aug 23rd. 
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Tottenham Cemetery, one on Mar 30th. 
Beddington SF, singles on Feb 12th and Aug 21st. 


Plum-headed Parakeet (India, Sri Lanka) Psittacula cyanocephala 
Chertsey Meads, one on May 7th. 


Monk Parakeet (Central South America) Myiopsitta monachus 


Borehamwood, four on Aug 19th. Tyttenhanger GP, five flew over on Aug 24th. 
Lonsdale Road Res, a pair present from July 26th to Nov 3rd were seen nest- 
building in September. 


Red-billed Leiothrix (Pekin Robin) (Asia) Leiothrix lutea 
East Molesey, one singing in a garden in Palace Road on May 2nd and 3rd. 


Raven Corvus corax 


Wanstead Flats, an escaped bird seen intermittently throughout the year and the 
same, or another, with a metal ring on its right leg on Mar 17th. 


Canary (Azores, Canaries and Madeira) Serinus canaria 
Beddington SF, one on Sept 19th. 


Yellow-fronted Canary (Africa) Serinus mozambicus 
Hammersmith, a male from Nov 15th to Dec 8th. 


Red-billed Quelea (Africa) Quelea quelea 
Stocker’s Farm, one on Aug 16th and 17th. 
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Appendix II: Hybrids 
The following records probably relate to wild or feral hybrids. 


Canada Goose x Greylag Goose Branta canadensis x Anser anser 


Riverside Open Space, Molesey, one on Feb 18th. 


Barnacle Goose x Canada Goose Branta leucopsis x Branta canadensis 


Walthamstow Res, one on Mar 24th. Wm Girling Res, one on Jan 18th. 
Amwell GP, one from Oct 12th to Dec 26th. 


Gadwall x Wigeon Anas strepera x Anas penelope 
Tilehouse GP, a male on Jan 5th, resembled an American Wigeon. 


Wigeon x Mallard Anas penelope x Anas platyrhynchos 
Staines Res, the male first seen in 1985, was present again on at least July 14th. 


Pintail x Mallard Anas acuta x Anas platyrhynchos 


Holmethorpe SP, a bird showing characteristics of both the above species was 
seen on Feb 3rd and Dec 26th. 


¥ 


Pintail x Red-crested Pochard Anas acuta x Netta rufina 


Beddington SF, a bird showing characteristics of both the above species was seen 
on Sept 30th and Nov 9th. 


Aythya hybrid Aythya sp 


Beckton, a female “Scaup-type’ on Feb 19th. 

Amwell GP, a Ferruginous x Tufted Duck on Apr 9th, vaguely resembled a male 
Ring-necked Duck (see Tyttenhanger GP); a female on July 13th superficially 
resembled a Redhead and one on Nov 5th and Dec Ist was a ‘Ferruginous Duck 
type’ hybrid. Tyttenhanger GP, a Ferruginous x Tufted Duck from Mar 31st to 
Apr 7th, vaguely resembled a male Ring-necked Duck, it was later seen at Amwell 
GP. 

Staines Res, a male with a bluish head on Feb 2nd and a male (presumably the 
same) on Feb 16th. 


0592/0599 Herring x Glaucous Gull hybrid Larus argentatus x hyperboreus 


Surrey | 


Beddington SF, one seen in flight on Dec 8th departed to the W. 
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Appendix III: Unsubmitted Records 


The following are a list of birds that were known by the recorders to have occurred 
in the London Area during 1996, however they were not accompanied by 
descriptions. All these species are amongst those listed at the back of this report 
for which we require satisfactory descriptions before we can publish them in the 
systematic list. The committee would welcome descriptions for any of these records. 


Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica 
Cheshunt GP, one flew N over Seventy Acres GP on Jan 30th. 


Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus 


Beddington SF, one on Jan 3rd. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 
Maple Cross, 20 flew over on Jan 18th. Stocker’s Lake, 20 on Dec 28th. 


Red Kite Milvus milvus 
Beddington SF, one flew SE at 10.20 hrs on Apr 7th. 


Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 
Rye Meads, a single on Oct 6th. Tyttenhanger GP, a single on Oct 26th. 


Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
Bedfont Lakes, one in December. Bentley Priory, one on Jan 22nd. 

Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Fishers Green, one on Mar 24th. 


Amwell GP, one on Mar 31st . Rye House Marsh, one on Oct 1 6th. Tyttenhanger 
GP, one on Apr 17th. 
Beddington SF, one flew N at 09.55 hrs on Mar 24th. 


Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 
Beddington SF, ten flew SW at 10.20 hrs on Aug 29th. 


Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis 
Beddington SF, first-winter birds on Mar 13th and Nov 14th. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 
Amwell GP, a first-winter bird on Dee 23rd. 


Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata 
Headley Heath, two were reported in March, but no further details were 
forthcoming. 

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis 
Beddington SF, a female flew W on Nov 8th. 
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First and Last Dates of Regular Migrants 


Summer Migrants Arrival 


Garganey Apr 8 Hilfield Park Res 

Marsh Harrier Mar 21 Rainham Marsh 

Osprey Mar 23 Regent’s Park 

Hobby Mar 29 Bow Road, EC3 

Little Ringed Plover Mar 16 Amwell GP and Perry Oaks SF 
Whimbrel Mar 17 Romford 

Sandwich Tern Mar 21 Holmethorpe SP 

Common Tern Apr 4 Hilfield Park Res 

Arctic Tern Apr 10 Hilfield Park/Island Barn/Staines 
Black Tern Apr 20 Queen Mother/Staines/Wraysbury 
Turtle Dove Apr 17 Ebbsfleet Valley 

Cuckoo Apr 7 Headley Heath 

Swift Mar 28 Vicarage Farm, Enfield 
Sand Martin Mar 8 Horton GP 

Swallow Mar 23 Holmethorpe SP 

House Martin Mar 27 Amwell GP 

Tree Pipit Mar 23 Beddington SF 

Yellow Wagtail Mar 27 Dagenham Chase 
Nightingale Apr 5 Fishers Green 

Redstart Apr 6 Essex Filter Beds 
Whinchat Apr 20 Harrow School/Richmond Park 
Wheatear Mar 8 Queen Mother Res 

Ring Ouzel Mar 24 Amwell GP — 

Grasshopper Warbler Apr 12 Chingford Plain 

Sedge Warbler Apr 5. Horton GP 

Reed Warbler Apr 14 Croxley Hall GPs 

Lesser Whitethroat Apr 17 Woolwich Common 
Whitethroat Apr 10 Beddington SF 

Garden Warbler Apr 18 Amwell GP 

Wood Warbler Apr 21 Molesey Heath 

Willow Warbler Mar 25 Amwell GP and Walton Res 
Spotted Flycatcher Apr 22 Bushy Park 

Pied Flycatcher Apr 8 Sevenoaks Reserve 

Winter Migrants Departure 

Bittern Apr 15 Regent’s Park 

Brent Goose Apr 7 Four sites 

Smew Apr 3 Stocker’s Lake 

Goosander Apr 18 Wm Girling Res 

Jack Snipe May 10 Amwell GP 

Water Pipit Apr 13 Rainham Marsh 

Fieldfare Apr 18 Vicarage Farm, Enfield 
Redwing May 12 Grovelands Park 

Brambling Apr 21 Limpsfield Chart 


Departure 

Nov 7 Amwell GP 

Oct 2 Rainham Marsh 

Sept 21 Hampstead Heath 

Oct 21 Crayford Marsh 

Sept 16 Perry Oaks 

Aug 25 Rainham Marsh and Ruxley GP 
Sept 30 King George V and Banbury Res 
Oct 5 Littlebrook PS 

Oct 3 Littlebroook PS 

Sept 20 Bankside Reach 

Oct 15 Rye Meads SF 

Sept5 Richmond Park 

Sept 24 Kensington Gardens 

Oct 14 Nazeing GP 

Nov4_ Beddington SF 

Oct 20 Corbets Tey 

Oct 5. Barking/Hamp.Heath/Rainham 
Oct 9 Queen Mother and Staines Res 
Aug 18 Morden Hall Park 

Oct 19 Rye House Marsh 

Nov 5 Dartford Marsh 

Nov 15 Foots Cray Meadows 

Oct 25 Dagenham Chase 

Aug 17 Wraysbury GP 

Oct 1 Amwell GP 

Oct 5 Rye Meads SF 

Oct 1 Charlton 

Oct 21 Brent Res 

Sept 25 Bookham Common 

Sept 15 Croxley Moor 

Oct 24 Pymmes Park, Edmonton 

Oct 1 Stocker’s Lake 

Sept 30 Bruce Castle Park, Tottenham 


Arrival 
Decwl 
Sept 21 
Nov 28 
Oct: 29 
Sept 20 
Oct 10 
Sept 4 
Sept 20 
Sept 29 


Cheshunt GP 

Hilfield Park Res 

Amwell GP 

River Thames at Putney 
Molesey GP 

Beddington and Rye Meads SF 
Woolwich Common 

Regent's Park 

Hall Marsh 














ABOVE: Firecrest at Beaulieu Heights Wood, November 1996 (John Flynn). 


BELOW: Serin at Charlton, December 1996 (Mike McDonnell). 
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Ringing Report for 1996 
PE.Jones & G.S.Elton 


The numbers of birds ringed 1n the Area was again low. This was partly due to the loss of 
a number of sites to development and continuing declines of many species, coupled 
with poor weather conditions during the breeding season. Decreases were noted for a 
number of species including Wren, Dunnock, Linnet and Spotted Flycatcher. 


It was however a good year for duck with 12 Teal, six Wigeon, 23 Gadwall, 86 Tufted 
Duck, 59 Mallard, one Pochard, three Shoveler and seven Pintail ringed. 


Other more unusual species ringed during the year included: Green Sandpiper, Woodcock, 
Ring-necked Parakeet, Turtle Dove (3), Black Redstart, Water Pipit (2) and Waxwing 
(21). The Waxwings were caught and ringed in a surburban garden in Hatfield after they 
were noted returning there regularly to feed on berries. The majority of birds caught were 
juveniles (18); co-operation between local ringers meant a number of people were able to 
gain experience in ageing and handling this unusual species. 


Over 900 pulli were ringed which is an excellent total. This figure included 275 Tree 
Sparrows, 83 Common Terns, 73 Sedge Warblers, six Tawny Owls and four Grey Wagtails. 


A number of interesting recoveries were reported during the year and a selection of these 
are listed below. (Sites within the London Area are attributed to their appropriate Watsonian 
vice-county, as used in the rest of the London Bird Report; with the present administrative 
areas in parentheses. This is to prevent confusion since many counties, where the initial 
ringing, recovery or control may have taken place use current administrative boundaries). 


Key to symbols used: 

V Controlled (caught or trapped, released with ring) 
VV Field or sight record 

a Shot or killed by man 

x Found dead 


Greylag Goose 
5115053 07.07.84 Sevenoaks Reserve , Kent 
V V_ 08.03.96 Lauwersmeer Polder, Groningen, Netherlands, 473km 


5174296 18.06.95 Sevenoaks Reserve, Kent 
VV_ 01.02.96 Harty, Sheppey, Kent, 51km 
VV_ 18.06.96 Walland Marsh, Dungeness, Kent, 54km 


Gadwall 
FC76256 04.08.94 Abberton Reservoir, Essex 
V_ 14.01.95 Rye Meads, Herts, 56km 
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Tufted Duck 
FC61263 
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V 


Black-headed Gull 


EH14686 


EH42635 


Common Tern 
XS41433 


Swift 
SA19530 


SB0908 1 


Kingfisher 
SA93930 


House Martin 
C875192 


Blackbird 
RH38986 


WAV 


V 


19.08.95 Rye Meads, Herts 
26.12.95 Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, 149km 


09.06.94 Osterley Park, Middx (Greater London) 
13.08.96 Near Leatherhead, Surrey, 22km 


14.12.85 St James’s Park, Middx (Greater London) 
14.02.87 Victoria Embankment, Middx (Greater London) 
14.06.88 Turki-Pori, Finland, 1,698km 

01.04.96 Groningen, Netherlands, 495km 


14.01.87 Portsmouth, Hants 
13.12.95 Hyde Park, Middx (Greater London) 


14.07.86 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks) 
05.05.93 Farmoor Reservoir, Oxon 
23.06.94 Hinksey Lake, Oxon, 60km 


14.05.91 Beddington SF, Surrey (Greater London) 
20.05.91 Attleborough, Norfolk, 146km 


13.06.95 Hilfield Park Reservoir, Herts 
24.05.96 Clevedon, Avon, 178km 


07.05.95 Ruxley GP, Kent (Greater London) 
27.02.96 Medway Bridge, Rochester, Kent, 25km 


02.09.95 Rye Meads, Herts 
26.05.96 Uttoxeter SF, Staffs, 179km. 


11.03.95 Rye Meads, Herts 
15.04.95 Ohlenstedt, Luneburg, Germany, 645km. 


A presumed continental migrant, having wintered here and then returned to its natal area. 


RH55069 


V 


05.06.91 East Winch, Norfolk 
12.05.96 Hogsmill S.F, Surrey (Greater fondon) 
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Song Thrush 
RX55686 28.09.86 Wilmington, Kent 
15.07.95 Hulsen, Luneberg, Germany, 645km 


At nearly nine years old this is a good age for this species; the current BTO longevity 
record stands at ten years eight months. 


Cettis Warbler 
K333506 16.08.95 Totton, Southampton, Hants 
V_ 06.07.96 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks), 87km 


Hopefully an example of prospective range expansion, with populations in the south- 
west of the country enjoying several successful breeding seasons. Presumably this bird 
used the Colne Valley as a corridor to move along and it will be interesting to see whether 
any more birds appear in the Area. 


Reed Warbler 
K365937 20.08.95 Beddington SF, Surrey (Greater London) 
V_ 22.09.95 Irun, Guipuzcoa, Spain, 903km 
H988002 29.05.93 Barnsley, South Yorks 
V_ 26.08.95 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks), 253km 
Whitethroat 
J329651 15.05.94 Fagbury, Trimley St Mary, Suffolk 
V_ 20.04.96 Rye Meads, Herts, 90km 
Garden Warbler 
J575376 12.08.95 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks) 
V_ 28.04.96 Near Huntingdon, Cambs, 102km 
Blackcap 
J332768 18.09.93 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks) 
V 30.11.95 Ouezzane, Morocco, 1,903 km 
H858036 25.07.92 Wraysbury GP, Bucks (Berks) 


X 22.02.96 Ouland Zaine, Isser, Boumerdes, Algeria, 1,662km 


Both examples of British bred birds at or en route to their southern wintering quarters. These 
recoveries also highlight the importance of sites such as Wraysbury, which obviously 
acts as an important staging post for warblers en route to their wintering grounds. 


K011631 15.10.95 Albert Basin, Royal Docks, Essex (Greater London) 
X 21.04.96 Ljubljana, Slovenija, Yugoslavia, 1,217km 


The first British-ringed Blackcap recovery from Yugoslavia; it is thought to probably be 
an east European-bred bird which had migrated north-west to spend the winter in Britain, 
then returned to its natal area the following spring. 
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Chiffchaff 
JE4444 07.09.91 Weiler, Luxemborg 
V_ 29.10.95 Causeway NR, Middx (Greater London), 471km 


Thought to be a continental bird which presumably spent the winter here. 


9F6423 21.07.94 Rye Meads, Herts 
X 04.01.95 Telmest, Essaouira, Morocco, 2,342 km 


Goldfinch 
K606166 12.04.96 Hurst Green, Surrey (Greater London) 
V_ 05.05.96 Whitstable, Kent, 72km 
Siskin 
JB44518 04.02.94 Sevenoaks, Kent 
V_ 11.11.95 St Lauriens, Oost-Vlaandaren, Belgium, 232 km 
KK08453 08.03.95 Sevenoaks, Kent 


X 27.04.96 Palnackie, Dumfries & Galloway, 48 1km 


Examples of birds from Scottish and continental populations which are both known to 
winter here. 


Reed Bunting 
J123026 14.10.94 Near Dorchester, Dorset 
V 05.05.96 Bedfont Lakes, Middx (Greater London), 156km 


There are also a large number of gulls from the continent which winter in the London 
Area. The following countries provided ringing movements for Black-headed Gulls (with 
most of the rings read in the field ): Finland (10), Lithuania (9), Denmark (6), Estonia 
(5), Poland (5), Belgium (4), Germany (2), Netherlands (1), Latvia (1) and Sweden (1). 
A Common Gull was also spotted with a Finnish ring. 
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Lesser Scaup at Tyttenhanger — 
New to the London Area 


B.Reed 


ACCOUNT 

At 17.00 hrs on Sunday Apr 7th 1996 I 
watched a lone Curlew flying low 
northwards across the north-eastern most 
gravel pit in the Tyttenhanger complex, 
unsure as to whether or not the bird had 
landed I advanced to a gap in the hedge 
and slowly scanned the muddy fringes. ins 
Although the Curlew had evidently not © ~= 
stopped, a grey-backed Aythya amongst a 
small group of Pochard and Tufted Duck 
loafing on the water commanded attention. 
The bird was asleep, but a brief telescope 
view revealed a peaked rear crown, purple 
head-sheen and yellow irides, suggesting 
either a male Lesser Scaup or a hybrid. 

I scampered down the embankment 
and made my way around to the eastern 
side of the pit to obtain a closer view, where I was joined by Mick Ilett who had been 
watching a nearby Firecrest. We studied the bird together for some time, tactical hand- 
waving and other aspects of fieldcraft roused the bird from its sleep, revealing the long, 
narrow black bill-nail. One-by-one all the classic Lesser Scaup features were observed. 
It was nearly 30 minutes after the initial sighting when the bird finally dispelled any 
doubts about its identity by slowly stretching out its right wing and exhibiting a broad 
white bar across the secondaries giving way abruptly to a broad grey bar across the 
primaries. 

We settled down to the somewhat tedious task of taking a full description, a little 
hampered by the fact that I only had half-a-page of my notebook left and Mick had left 
his in the car and had to make do with the back of an Ordnance Survey map. Clearly 
neither of us had been anticipating a major find. 





DESCRIPTION 

About the same length along the waterline as Tufted Duck, but lower and flatter-backed, 
fairly high-headed alert posture with a stumpy, peaked rear crown; from behind head 
slightly pinched in at eyes. Bill considered to be a little narrower than Scaup (not present 
for comparison), slight bulge to sides of upper. mandible two-thirds of way towards tip. 
Long, low, narrow black bill-nail, rest of bill blue-grey, with black nostrils. Yellow irides 
marginally paler than those of male Tufted Duck. Legs black or dark grey. Head, neck 
and breast black, the head showing a purple or brownish light-dependent gloss, principally 
on sides of face. Upperparts (mantle, back and wing coverts) consisted of coarse, wavy 
black bars on a white background, the resultant white bars being a little wider than the 
black; the overall effect being a fairly dark-grey vermiculation, darkening onto tertials 
where dark brown. Rump, uppertail coverts, undertail coverts and tail black. Flanks 
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appeared dirty-white, though critical telescope views showed fine, delicate, wavy grey 
vermiculations well-spaced on a white background. Cut of flank panel higher than on 
Tufted Duck at both front and rear, especially obvious from behind. Clear-white belly 
revealed when lifting off water. Upperwing showed broad two-tone wing bar, white on 
secondaries, dirty grey on primaries. Whirring wing noise made in flight. 

With the identity as an adult male Lesser Scaup firmly established the news was 
released onto Birdline South East and some 35 people managed to see the bird before 
dark. Over the ensuing days several hundred birders travelled to see the bird which 
remained until Thursday Apr 18th 1996. 

Although only the 11th British record of this North American species (with a further 
13 or so from the rest of the Western Palearctic) all have been since 1987 and its appearance 
in the London Area, with so many well-watched gravel pit and reservoir sites, was far 
from unexpected. However the choice of venue, Tyttenhanger gravel pit, which still awaits 
its first Scaup, was a little surprising. 

This record has been accepted by the British Birds Rarities Committee and constitutes 
the first record for the London Area, Hertfordshire and the entire South-East region. 


Barry Reed, 35 Delfcroft, Ware, Herts, SG12 OBH. 
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Penduline Tit at Brent Reservoir — 
November 1996 


Andrew Self 


ACCOUNT 

I received a telephone call in the evening of Nov 1 6th from Jan-Paul Charteris saying that 
he had heard and briefly seen a bird flying around the reed bed in the Northern Marsh at 
Brent Reservoir that afternoon. After checking up on the call he believed that it was 
probably a Penduline Tit. I then phoned Roy Beddard who told me that he had been 
checking the reed bed for Bearded Tits earlier that day when he heard an unusual call. He 
later phoned me back after playing the call of Penduline Tit and said that was what he 
had heard. We arranged to meet up in the hide at Brent the following morning after 
doing the monthly WEBS count. 

Sunday morning was very wet and rather dismal. At 09.15 hrs, Roy and I were sitting 
in the main hide totalling up our counts when we heard a very distinctive call - a high 
pitched almost metallic descending “tzzzzeeeeooo000” - which I recognised instantly as 
Penduline Tit. We looked hard but could not see any sign of the bird. It called again at 
09.35 hrs, but it still remained hidden. We could not work out how close it was or 
whether it was flying or not. We went outside to search for it and heard it call again, this 
_ time from near to the second hide. By now there were a few more birders around so we 
split up to look for it. I walked around to the back of the main reed bed and heard it call 
again four or five times at 10.45 hrs. This was getting very frustrating as no one had 
even seen it today. I guessed that it was feeding on the bulrushes so I returned to the 
main hide with RB to scan them. At 11.40 hrs it called and suddenly appeared on a close 
patch of bulrush heads just eight metres away. It was pulling the bulrush heads apart and 
feasting on the seeds within, allowing us to get excellent views. I was able to age it as a 
juvenile as it lacked the dark mask of an adult. I immediately put out the news and 
phoned up Dominic Mitchell, who was searching another part of Brent, and he managed 
to see the bird and also photograph it. 

It remained feeding in the same area on and off for an hour and a quarter during which 
time about 15 people managed to see it. It usually called before putting in an appearance 
and flew out of the reed bed or willows onto the bulrushes. Once on the bulrushes it 
remained silent while it proceeded to demolish the seed heads. It was not seen later in the 
afternoon. It was looked for extensively on Monday and Tuesday but not seen although 
the weather was abysmal with lots of rain and sleet. I searched for it later in the week 
when the weather had improved but to no avail. On Friday 22nd, JPC heard it call in the 
same place then saw it fly over towards the main reed bed at 14.45 hrs. After this final 
sighting it was not seen again, much to the chagrin of the large group of birders gathered 
the following morning. 


DESCRIPTION 
Size: similar to Blue Tit. 
Shape: a very upright bird, slimmer than Blue Tit. 
Head: light grey with black beady eye; slightly paler on the forehead and just 


behind the eye (giving it a slight supercilium effect); whitish spot at 
lower rear corner of ear coverts. Short black streak on forehead just 
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reaching to crown (which may have been caused by feather-matting in 
the very wet conditions). 


Bill steely blue colour, small and sharply pointed, like a small version of a 
Goldfinch’s bill. 


Underparts: pure white throat; rest of underparts pale peachy/buff . 


Upperparts: rich apricot mantle (contrasting strongly with the pale head). The coverts 
(which were mostly hidden by the scapular feathers) were rich, dark 
cinnamon, especially on the greater coverts which had prominent rich, 
sandy-buff tips. Closed wing essentially dark brown, although the 
secondaries had prominent white edges and the primaries had pale tips. 
Alula darker than, and contrasting with, greater coverts; also had a thin 
buff fringe. Tertials were dark centred with quite broad pale edges. Tail 
dark brown with prominent whitish fringes (along the outer edge of each 
feather); quite strongly forked, particularly noticeable when feeding. 


Legs: steely blue, but the feet were more blackish. 


Call: very distinctive - a short-carrying, sharp, descending long note - 
““tzzzeeeooo0000”’. Much sharper than other birds that can call similarly, 
eg Robin, which also lacks the opening high start to the call. 


Behaviour: clung on to bulrush stems and pecked at the seed heads and ate the seeds 
within. It became easy to see where it had been feeding because of the 
state of the bulrushes. It had a very weak, rather bobbing flight, not 
dissimilar to a Goldcrest. 


This was the second record for the London Area, the first was in June 1982 in South 
Ockenden in Essex but it was not reported until several years later. 


A.S.M. Self, 16 Harp Island Close, Neasden, London NW10 0DF- 
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Avocet — a new a 
breeding bird for (lie eae =e 
the London Area = Vag 


PNaylor 


INTRODUCTION 

A new and unexpected species was added to the list of London’s breeding birds in 1996 
when a pair of Avocets nested and raised one young at a small disused reservoir in the 
western suburbs of London. This was not only the first breeding record for the London 
Area, but also the first successful breeding of this species away from a coastal site in the 
British Isles. This short paper gives details of this remarkable occurrence. 







JP PW 


THE ARRIVAL 
On Apr 28th, a pair of Avocets appeared at Walton Res in Surrey, near Walton-on-Thames. 
They only stayed one day, but two days later what was probably the same pair of birds 
turned up on the old sewage farm at Perry Oaks between the western runways of Heathrow 
Airport. Not a particularly unusual sighting one might think, as this beautiful piebald 
wader has increased as a passage migrant at wetland sites in the London Area over the 
_last 30 years or so, in line with increases at sites on the east coast which have been well 
documented. By May 3rd, the number of Avocets had increased to four, which were still 
there on May 6th, but were down to three birds on May 8th. Thereafter two birds remained. 
As the month progressed, it became increasingly apparent that these birds were not just 
the usual migrants (which rarely stay for more than a day or two) but were showing definite 
signs of being interested in staying - and perhaps even breeding! After some display, one 
bird seemed to be building a rudimentary nest scrape, moving stones around with its bill. 
Unfortunately the weather at the beginning of May was proving to be very unseasonal, 
being dominated by very cold northerly winds and frequent rain in the first part of the 
month, with little sign of any sunshine or warm weather. So despite their long stay, the 
birds did not persist. 

They were still present on May 18th, when the observer concerned, Chris Lamsdell, 
went on a fortnight’s holiday abroad. On his return to the site on June 2nd, the Avocets 
were still at the sewage farm. But this proved to be the last time they were seen here. 


BREEDING 

On June 3rd, Clive Timms decided to visit the old east reservoir just north of Kempton 
Park racecourse. He knew the reservoir quite well as a good wader site, and had heard 
about a Pectoral Sandpiper being there a few days before, which he hoped he might see. 
On his arrival, he was surprised to find a pair of Avocets displaying loudly. Whilst there 
he saw them mate. 

Kempton Park Reservoirs originally consisted of a pair of small basins divided by a 
public footpath, just north of the well-known racecourse; these were decommissioned in 
the early 1970s and have remained disused since then. The west reservoir has now largely 
been dismantled, with only the eastern bank still remaining wholly intact. Considerable 
management work had been carried out on the east reservoir by Thames Water Utilities 
during that winter and early spring, with the aim of creating a small nature reserve. This 
included wholesale clearance of extensive willow and sallow growth from the floor on 
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the east and south side of the reservoir basin, as well as the creation of a series of 
channels across the recently cleared area, with a mechanical digger, to extend the wetland 
area. In addition the old perimeter fence had been replaced, almost in entirety, with a 
high security one. Further enhancements are planned. 

The outer banks of the reservoir are heavily overgrown with hawthorn and elder scrub 
and the inner banks extensively covered in brambles; the floor of the reservoir consists of 
a large deep pool along the north-western side, much favoured by Little Grebes, with a 
dry shingle and sandy area of equal size covering most of the southern part of the basin. 
This latter part is heavily overgrown with willow scrub in the south-eastern corner becoming 
coarse grass and eventually sand and mud towards the western end; there is an extensive 
stand of reedmace along the base of the western bank. The large area of water along the 
northern side remains throughout the year, but winter rains increase its size so that normally 
by the spring an area of dried mud 1s flooded right across the western side of the reservoir. 
This shallow water area adjacent to mud, sand and shingle proves very popular with a 
variety of breeding waders, as well as small numbers of migrants. 

In early June 1996, conditions were good since quite a large area of shallow water 
(only a few inches deep) remained, there having been little in the way of sunshine to 
cause any evaporation. This is the area the Avocets were occupying. 

The next day Clive, excited by his find, returned to the reservoir to see what the 
Avocets were doing. He found one of the birds at what was clearly a nest scrape. It was 
situated on the dried mud, alongside the large area of shallow water, in some tyre tracks 
(made by the excavator) that formed a series of parallel ridges. The nest was at the base 
of one of these furrows and some pieces of vegetation were clearly visible. What is 
more, whilst he was there, as if to confirm what he thought, the bird actually sat down 
on the nest. Over the next few days, by careful observation, he was able to establish that 
three eggs had been laid in the nest. He informed various people, including Thames 
Water, of his find in an attempt to organise some form of coordinated effort to protect 
the birds. Andy Tomezynski, Senior Environmental Scientist at Thames Water Utilities, 
who had been involved in the initial conservation work at Kempton, was the first to be 
told by Clive of his discovery. He realised that certain people had to be told of the 
Avocet’s presence to allow a degree of secrecy during the incubation period, as well as 
to ensure regular monitoring of the site and the Avocets. Consequently John Offord, 
reservoir manager, Bill Kilby, Andrew Moon and Pete Naylor were informed, but 
expressly asked not to spread the news wider until at least the eggs had hatched.... 

The outlook for success did not look too good, however. Carrion Crows and Magpies 
seemed to be everywhere, and the nest looked extremely obvious, especially with a black 
and white bird sitting on it. A pair of foxes were regular visitors to the reservoir banks and 
floor, and had been seen with cubs. Furthermore the arrival of anyone on top of the reservoir 
banks (except at the east end) would cause the sitting bird to leave the nest immediately, 
since the visitors were sky-lined and too close for the birds to tolerate. Although the 
reservoir was completely fenced off and private, there were several holes in the perimeter 
fence made by trespassers, which were well known to the nearby inhabitants of the housing 
estates which bordered the reservoir. Human intruders were frequent, not only small boys, 
but regular dog-walkers and the occasional jogger. The next cause for concern was that 
the area where the birds were nesting was beginning to dry out. Unlike May, June was 
mostly hot and sunny,and the shallow water area favoured by the Avocets soon started to 
decrease in size. The nest site, which started on the water’s edge, began to be left literally 
high and dry after a while. In an attempt to maintain the water level Thames Water kindly 
pumped in some extra water, but the shallowness of the water allied to the warm weather 
meant that this extra water only lasted about seven to ten days before it too had evaporated. 
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Despite everything, the Avocets remained on eggs for the rest of the month. Clive 
visited the reservoir almost every day, and with the help of Bill Kilby, tried to intercept 
intruders of one sort or another and both spent a lot of time going round the fence and 
checking for intruder damage. This was always then very promptly repaired by Thames 
Water employees. Meanwhile both Avocets defended the nest site vigorously and noisily, 
together with the Lapwings, seeing off any crows or raptors which approached too close. 
The small band of regular observers kept the site under almost daily observation, so the 
birds remained discreetly well-watched for the whole month. 


SUCCESS (AND FAILURE) 

The average incubation period for Avocets is given in Birds of the Western Palaearctic as 
23 to 25 days. Experience at Minsmere in Suffolk, shows that eggs hardly ever hatch 
before 22 days of incubation. It was clear therefore that young could not be expected 
much before the end of June. 

Right on time, at 15.00 hrs on June 30th, a considerable amount of activity was noted 
at the nest site and at 16.05 hrs a small bundle of fluff flopped out of the nest, the first 
Avocet chick to be seen in the London Area. With its thick legs and tiny upturned bill it 
looked a very odd little wader chick. It started feeding fairly shortly thereafter. The second 
egg hatched during the following morning. During the time when the third egg was due to 
hatch, a trespasser with a dog appeared and kept the parents off the nest for over an hour 
on a very hot afternoon (the third egg never did hatch). 

The adult birds now had their work cut out to protect their young. Avian predators 
such as Kestrels and Sparrowhawks were frequent visitors and the young proved to be 
_ astonishingly independent, wandering up to 20 metres away from the adults within one 

week of hatching, often for long periods. Even so, the parents were keeping an eye on 
both chicks continually, even if that meant following the chicks wherever they went. 
Magpies, in particular were ever-present and one morning | watched five birds on the 
ground, all of whom seemed interested in one of the chicks, running the gauntlet of a 
single adult Avocet, which managed to keep them all at bay. Both adults spent most of 
their time seeing off every large bird that came anywhere near, often chasing crows and 
gulls away into the distance, over the nearby woods. Both chicks were brooded frequently 
by either adult, giving rise to the rather comical appearance of an adult with seemingly 
three pairs of legs! Meanwhile, what was originally a large area of shallow water was now 
rapidly becoming just wet mud. The chicks however continued to feed on the mud, which 
was covered in insects, alongside Little Ringed Plover and Lapwing chicks. 

On the July 13th, both chicks (which had by now just about doubled in size) were 
being watched by myself and Andrew Moon at about 08.30 hrs, feeding as usual on the 
wet mud. Both the youngsters were then seen to walk towards a large earth mound in the 
corner of the basin, created during the works done earlier in the year, followed by both 
parents and all were completely lost from view. 

A Kestrel was then seen to shoot towards the mound flying fast east to west, followed 
by a tremendous commotion from the parents, which were both flying above the mound 
calling continually. Eventually everything died down, but clearly something untoward 
had happened, and although both adults could be easily seen shortly afterwards neither of 
us could see any chicks. It was probably five minutes before one chick reappeared in 
response to its parent’s calls and slowly tottered back onto the open mud where it was 
immediately brooded by one of the adults. We decided to walk down the side of the reservoir 
from the eastern end to see what had happened. As we approached the western end, we 
saw a Carrion Crow half way up the inner bank eating what remained of an Avocet chick. 

-Clearly, both chicks had entered an area bounded by three banks and the perimeter fence 
within which the parents had been unable to satisfactorily protect them, the Kestrel had 
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seized its opportunity and grabbed one of the chicks; presumably it was then dispossessed 
by the Carrion Crow. 


DEPARTURE 

After this sad episode, the surviving chick did well, with its downy feathers increasingly 
being replaced by juvenile plumage, as it began to look more and more like a smaller 
version of its parent. Shortly after one of the chicks was lost, one or other of the parents 
was often absent from the site and clearly they were taking it in turns to leave the site and 
feed elsewhere. By now feeding conditions were not ideal, as nothing remained of the 
favourite area of shallow water, and the birds were confined to the muddy edges of the 
deeper main lagoon, although the young bird (and occasionally one of the adults) seemed 
to be finding plenty of food along the water’s edge. 

Where the parents were feeding was not a mystery since regular observations at Walton 
Res (just a short flight across the racecourse and the River Thames) revealed a single 
Avocet here on a few dates in June, before the eggs had hatched at Kempton Park. Daily 
observations however at Walton date from July 13th, the date the chick was lost, and after 
which only one adult at a time was seen at Kempton. It presumably did not now need two 
parents to look after one young Avocet. Walton Res, which is also a series of disused 
reservoir basins, is in similar state to Kempton, but lacking any obvious area for Avocets 
to nest. There was by this stage of the summer plenty of suitable feeding habitat here. One 
or other of the parents usually stayed with the rapidly growing chick, although on July 
27th (whilst it still retained some downy feathers and well before it could fly) neither 
parent was present; one adult did fly in after 30 minutes however. By early August the 
young bird was very close to flying. On Aug Sth, two Avocets, an adult bird accompanied 
by a juvenile were found at Walton Res. The other adult was never seen again after this. 
Both remained here until Aug 21st, which was the final day of their stay in Surrey. 


POSTSCRIPT 

Remarkable as it may seem, having been followed all round west London since April, it 
looks as though these birds were to put in just one more appearance in London before 
leaving. 

It is surely too much of a coincidence that the day after the two Avocets were last seen 
at Walton Res, an adult Avocet accompanied by a juvenile turned up on the other side of 
the London, towards the mouth of the River Thames at Dartford Marsh on Aug 22nd and 
23rd, and then on the opposite side of the River at Rainham on Aug 24th. A flight from 
Walton, which is adjacent to the Thames, would have taken them straight down-river (and 
past Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament! ). 

During the spring of 1996 a pair of Avocets also built a nest at Rutland Water, the 
huge reservoir in the county of Rutland. They were not successful, however, as the nest 
was apparently destroyed by a Coot. A pair also bred at a Welney Wildfowl and Wetland 
Trust site during 1996 and raised one chick, which apparently hatched ten days after the 
first Kempton chick (Andy Tomezynski pers comm). On the east coast, it was a disastrous 
breeding season for Avocets with the cold spring weather leading to most nests being lost. 

In 1997 a pair of Avocets returned to the Walton/Kempton/Staines area early in the 
spring. Although all the details are not yet available at the time of writing, they did not 
stay after April. Clearly conditions were not suitable. 


THE FUTURE 

What are the prospects for Avocets breeding in London again? As a species breeding in 
the British Isles, it has shown a series of increases since the famous and well known story 
of its return to Suffolk after the Second World War. That this might now include suitable 
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areas away from the coast does seem a possibility. The key is clearly habitat management, 
as it was on coastal reserves, in particular the control of water levels at the correct depth 
to suit Avocets and other wildfowl and waders. If we have to rely on such conditions being 
created purely by chance then we are likely to have to wait a very long time before we see 
this species nesting again in our Area. However, if suitable conditions are created (as they 
were at Kempton Park in 1996) then we can realistically expect a repeat of the miraculous 
events of summer 1996. 
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The Breeding Birds 
of Inner London 
1970-95 


K. C. Osborne 


INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this paper is to review the breeding species of aes London and to 
summarise losses and gains over the last twenty-five years. 

Inner London (Fig 1) is a specific recording area designated by the London Natural 
History Society to monitor the urban core of London. It was first adopted by Macpherson 
in 1929 fora series of papers in British Birds (Earp 1991). The area is defined as an 
oblong eight miles long by five miles deep, centred on Charing Cross (the site of Eleanor’s 
Cross on the south side of modern Trafalgar Square), OS Ref TQ300804. 

In area Inner London covers 40 square miles (103.6 sq km). It comprises the urban 
commercial and business centre of London, surrounded by high-density housing in the 
east and south, and larger residences with enclosed gardens in the north and west. 

Only about four per cent of Inner London is ‘green’; this mainly takes the form of 
public parks and open spaces. The largest parks are shown in Fig 1 and most contain 
ornamental lakes with waterfowl collections which attract wild birds. The tidal River 
Thames, which flows through the centre of the capital, provides a lateral natural corridor, 
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Fig 1. The Inner London recording area. The Thames and principal parks are shown 
in white. Abbreviations: BC=Brompton Cemetery, BP=Burgess Park, 
BP=Buckingham Palace Gardens, GP=Green Park, HP=Holland Park, 
PH=Primrose Hill, RH=Royal Hospital Chelsea, SJP=St James’s Park and 
VP=Victoria Park. 
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while in the north the Grand Union and Regent’s Canals comprise a continuous west-to- 
east waterway. In the south-east corner the former Surrey Commercial Docks have been 
redeveloped but two dock waters survive and have been converted for recreational use 
(see Fig 2). 

As might be expected, most ornithological interest in such an urban environment is 
confined to the larger parks, gardens and the Thames corridor. 


METHODS 

In this review, published records have been analysed and, where possible, compared with 
earlier data. Difficulties have arisen from discontinuity of observations at some sites. 
Comparison for some species has been made with the recently reinstated Common Bird 
Census (CBC) in the central Royal Parks, continuous annual counts from Battersea Park 
(Mist in litt) and provisional maps from the New Atlas of the Breeding Birds of the London 
Area (Earp in litt). 


HISTORICALLY 

Cramp and Teagle (1952) reviewed the ornithology of Inner London in a useful fifty-year 
summary of all records from 1900 to 1950. This review was followed by a survey of 
breeding species between 1951 and 1965 (Cramp and Tomlins 1966). The effects of the 
1956 Clean Air Act on insectivorous species were analysed by Cramp (1975). 

Papers since 1950 have included Regent’s Park (Wallace 1960, 1974), Holland Park 
(Brown 1962, 1964), Kensington Gardens (Sanderson 1968, 1995) and St James’s Park 
(Oliver 1987). Species surveyed have included studies of Black Redstart (Meadows 1970), 
_ Mute Swan (Oliver 1982, Baker 1991), Grey Wagtail (Palmer 1983), Canada Goose (Baker 
1983, 1992), Coot (Oliver 1992) and Tufted Duck (Oliver 1992). Additionally, comparative 
data can be found in the Society’s books: Birds of the London Area (Homes et al 1964), 
the Atlas of Breeding Birds of the London Area (Montier 1977) and in Oliver 1997. 
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Fig 2. Surrey Commercial Doekst in 1970 eiliniae their closure (left) and in 1990 
after their redevelopment for housing and commerce (right). During the 1970s the 
disused docks became a refuge for wildlife, with Ringed Plover, Little Ringed Plover, 
Lapwing, Red-legged Partridge, Skylark, Yellow Wagtail, Meadow Pipit and Reed 
Bunting breeding. In the 1980s species such as Yellow Wagtail and Skylark held on 
in pockets of undeveloped land. The creation of the Lavender Pond nature reserve 
attracted a new breeding species, the Reed Warbler, but birds such as Skylarks 
have now gone. 
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In the last 25 years the biggest environmental changes have been the clean-up of the 
River Thames and the return of fishlife to the river from the 1970s, the closure of the 
Surrey Docks and their redevelopment (see Fig 2), and the redevelopment of former 
wasteland sites (from wartime bombing). More recently, riverside warehouses have been 
redeveloped for commercial and residential use, and both Battersea and Bankside Power 
Stations have been closed, triggering short-term changes in birdlife along the river. 


REVIEW OF SPECIES 

In the following review, individual species are assessed in the standard classification 
sequence and are accompanied, where appropriate, by graphs or maps. At the completion 
of the review, a tabulated Summary of Changes 1970-95 gives an assessment of the gains 
and losses in the review period. 


GREBES (PODICIPEDIDAE) 
The penetration of Inner London by the Great Crested Grebe is one of the remarkable 
successes of the century. It seems extraordinary that such a shy bird should so easily adapt 
to the competition and disturbance of busy public parks. A first attempt was made as early 
as 1964 when a pair nested in Regent’s Park but lost its eggs. In 1972 the species finally 
gained a foothold, with single pairs breeding in both Kensington Gardens and Regent's 
Park. Regular nesting followed. The species expanded, reflecting the national increase 
(Marchant et al 1990), and spread to Buckingham Palace Gardens (1980), Battersea Park 
(1980), Surrey Docks (1982), Victoria Park (1983) and St James’s Park (1984). 

The build-up in Inner London is shown in Fig 3. The number of nesting pairs reached 
a peak between 1982 and 1985 levelling off to an annual average of eight pairs in the last 
ten years. The favoured habitat is Regent’s Park, but the success-rate there has decreased 
because of predators such as gulls taking chicks. Even naturalised terrapins (originally 
from captive releases) have been suspected of taking grebe eggs. 
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Fig 3. Great Crested Grebe pairs nesting in Inner London 1970-95. 
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The Little Grebe is only an intermittent breeder in Inner London. In the late nineteenth 
century it was more frequent (Glegg 1935 and Fitter 1949) but needs aquatic weed to 
anchor its nest and marginal vegetation for cover. With the introduction of boating on the 
park lakes, most of the aquatic weed was removed. During the period of review there have 
been very few nesting records. Single pairs nested in the disused Surrey Docks in 1977 
and 1978. Up to two pairs nested in St James’s Park annually between 1983 and 1988, but 
not since. The most recent record is of a pair breeding in Regent’s Park in 1994. 


HERONS (ARDEIDAE) 
Thirty years ago the Grey Heron was an unusual sight in Inner-London, but in 1968 a 
small heronry was established in Regent’s Park. By 1995 no fewer than 39 pairs were 
nesting in Inner London. 
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The Regent’s Park heronry, which began with two pairs in 1968, quickly expanded 
to ten occupied nests in 1970. Numbers fell back until the mid-1970s. Possibly the 
population was fuelled by overflows from the Walthamstow heronry five miles to the 
north-east, but no correlation in the relative counts can be found. 

The build-up of Grey Herons breeding in Inner London is shown in Fig 4. The graph 
shows the Regent’s Park heronry which peaked at 28 pairs in 1991. It also shows (in a 
dotted line) the Battersea Park heronry which was established in 1990 and had reached 17 
pairs by 1995. 
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Fig 4. The build-up of Grey Heron nesting pairs in Inner London 1970-95. 
The thick line shows the Regent’s Park heronry, the dotted line the 
Battersea Park heronry established in 1990. 


Nationally the Grey Heron continued to expand from the 1980s to the largest UK 
_ population ever recorded (Marchant e¢ a/ 1990). Inner London herons may have benefited 
from the return of fishlife to the Thames and an increase of rodents in the disused docklands. 
Individuals seem remarkably adaptable and tame. Regular birds in Kensington Gardens 
have been seen stealing bread from the ducks and consuming large pieces of cooked 
chicken. 

Food supply seems to have been a factor in the success of the first Regent’s Park 
birds: they regularly stole food provided for the captive collection in the adjacent London 
Zoo (Montier 1977). 


WILDFOWL (ANATIDAE) 

During the 1970s the Mute Swan was in serious decline nationally, affected by lead 
poisoning. The Inner London breeding population rarely exceeded two pairs. In 1984 and 
1985 no pairs were reported. From 1987 a ban on the use of lead by anglers generated an 
encouraging recovery (Baker 1991). By 1990 the Inner London nesting population had 
reached seven pairs, the highest since the 1950s. 

The expansion of the Greylag Goose in Inner London derives from a build-up of 
free- flying progeny in St James’s Park and other collections and an input of birds from 
Sevenoaks in Kent introduced in the 1960s for shooting purposes. The prolific increase is 
documented in the 1991 London survey of introduced geese (Baker 1992). In St James’s 
Park alone, no fewer than seven broods were raised in 1990 and the October count exceeded 
200 birds. In such a small park, the high numbers gave rise to management problems and 
egg-pricking and licensed culling have been introduced. 

The Canada Goose is another cautionary tale. Originating from relatively small 
numbers of introductions in the mid-1950s, the London population showed a phenomenal 
increase (Baker 1985 and 1992). In the summer of 1991, the Greater London and Middlesex 
total had reached 5,037 birds, of which 1,277 were in Inner London. Each winter Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens hosted the main Inner London population, which was boosted 
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by additional out-of-town arrivals. In St James’s Park and other parks, a policy of egg- 
pricking and licensed culling has been introduced. In July 1991 some 186 flightless 
geese in moult were rounded up in St James’s Park and transported to the north Kent 
marshes. No doubt they soon regained their flight feathers! 

In the past the breeding population of ducks in Inner London has been supplemented 
by wild birds interbreeding with pinioned collection birds. A recent decision to leave 
more ducks unpinioned in the Royal Parks has led to some inevitable wandering, eg a 
ringed Pintail from the St James’s Park collection which was recovered in north Kent in 
1995. In this review, only three established wild species are considered, plus a newcomer 
the Ruddy Duck. 

The Mallard is the commonest duck in the breeding season and the most widespread, 
often nesting outside the parks. In Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens, Sanderson (1995) 
found there has been a decrease in breeding pairs since the 1960s. For Regent’s Park, 
Green (in litt) confirmed a similar decrease. Continuous data for such a common species 
are difficult to obtain, but counts of broods in St James’s Park (see Fig 5) appear to 
suggest some stability between 1982 and 1994. However there is high predation of ducklings 
by gulls in Regent’s Park and other parks, and in 1994 botulism in the Serpentine and 
Long Water accounted for the deaths of 81 Mallard. 





30 





20 








10 








COUNTS OF BROODS 


1980 1985 1990 
Fig 5. Mallard broods counted in St James’s Park between 1982 and 1994. 
There was no count in 1987. 


The Pochard did not become established as a truly wild breeding species in Inner 
London until the 1950s. It has since built up a regular population in the parks, but is much 
scarcer than the Tufted Duck. In the absence of counts of breeding pairs, Fig 6 shows 
counts of broods recorded annually in St James’s Park between 1977 and 1994. While 
these figures depict the measure of breeding success, they do not of course reflect any 
overall population trend in Inner London. 

The Tufted Duck is much more widely distributed in the London Area than the Pochard. 
In Inner London breeding by full-winged birds in the parks became regular from 1924 
and the population was boosted by further introductions after the 1939-45 war. In the 
1984 census, the Inner London population had reached a minimum of 126 pairs (Oliver 
1985), representing 17.5% of the total London Area count. The overall population seems 
fairly stable, reflecting the slightly increasing national population (Marchant ef a/ 1990). 
A measure of breeding success is shown in the annual counts of broods seen in St James's 
Park 1977-94 (Fig 6). 
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Fig 6. Tufted Duck and Pochard brood counts in St James’s Park between 
1977 and 1994. There was no count of Tufted Duck broods in 1987. 


The only duck species to be added in Inner London during the review period has been 
the Ruddy Duck, a fast-spreading naturalised species in the London Area and nationally. 
A free-flying pair, not part of the collection, nested in Regent’s Park in 1994, and again in 
1995 and 1996. The species’ spread nationally is mapped in the New Atlas (Gibbons et al 
19 95))) 


HAWKS (ACCIPITRIDAE) 

The Sparrowhawk has always been rare in Inner London. Even before the ‘Silent Spring’ 
of 1955-60, the species had nested only once in Inner London and that was in Holland 
Park in 1953. 

In 1992 a pair was present in Regent’s Park all summer and probably nested. Breeding 
in Regent’s Park was confirmed in 1993, 1994 and 1995. A pair also bred in the Holland 
Park area in 1993 and three pairs bred in 1995 (Giddens in itt). 

The ‘return’ of the Sparrowhawk to Inner London brings some misgivings. Unlike the 
Kestrel, it preys almost exclusively on small birds, including species in decline. No research 
has been carried out on the effect of predation by Sparrowhawks in central London. Prey- 
consumption by males is 40-50gm a day (BWP, Cramp and Simmons 1980), with 50- 
70gm a day for the larger female. A pair might therefore consume 38,000gm annually, or 
the equivalent of 480 Starlings or 1,420 sparrows or finches. A forthcoming paper of a 
study in the Greenwich/New Cross areas (Paice and Glaves in Lond Nat, in press) suggests 
that Sparrowhawks also take Feral Rock Doves, including unfledged pulli on ledges on 
buildings. In Kensington, Giddens (per Sanderson in /itt) has found House Sparrows the 
main prey, but also found a juvenile Black Redstart under a plucking post in 1995. 


FALCONS (FALCONIDAE) 

A more familiar bird-of-prey in Inner London, the Kestrel has bred since 1931. At the 
end of the 1939-45 war, five or six pairs were nesting in Inner London. During the 1988- 
94 New Atlas fieldwork, 18 tetrads in Inner London recorded definite or probable breeding, 
compared with 13 tetrads in the 1968-72 Atlas, suggesting an overall increase. On the 
other hand, the number of breeding pairs or territories published in the Lond Bird Rep 
between 1972 and 1993 (Fig 7) shows very little numerical increase. Moreover recent 
Common Bird Censuses in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens have recorded fewer 
Kestrels, in line with the declining House Sparrow population. 
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ESTIMATED NESTING PAIRS 
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Fig 7. Kestrel breeding pairs/territories in Inner London 1972-93, 
calculated from reports in the London Bird Report. 


PARTRIDGES (PHASIANIDAE) 

Several pairs of Red-legged Partridges bred annually in the disused Surrey Docks between 
1974 and 1977. The highest number of young counted was 12 with a pair of adults in 
1977, but later the same year two coveys totalling 18 were seen. It is interesting that 
during the 1988-94 Atlas fieldwork both Grey and Red-legged Partridges bred 1 in the 
former Royal Docks, four miles to the east of Inner London. 


GALLINULES (RALLIDAE) 

The familiar Moorhen is widely distributed in Inner London, wherever there is fresh 
water. It even nests in the Barbican Centre in the City of London, but in the parks is 
generally outnumbered by the Coot. There is no evidence of decrease, though the population 
does fluctuate in the parks (Montier 1977) and Gillham thought the species more numerous 
in the 1960s (Oliver 1987). 

The Coot is the dominant species in Inner London, breeding on all the park lakes. 
Although favouring open waters, it needs overhanging vegetation or fallen branches to 
aid nest-building (Oliver 1992). In St James’s Park, the Coot can be very territorial and 
belligerent towards other species, and some licensed culling was necessary in 1991. A 
measure of the general 1 increase in Inner London is shown in Fig 8 which gives counts of 
occupied nests in St James’s Park between 1977 and 1994. 
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Fig 8. Counts of occupied nests of Coots in St James’s Park 1977-94. 
There was no count in 1981. The decrease in 1991 reflects licensed culling. 


PLOVERS (CHARADRIIDAE) 
Within two years of the closure of the Surrey Docks in 1969, cmele pairs of Little 
Ringed Plover established territories. In 1973 no fewer than three pairs bred in the 
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docks. Breeding continued to at least 1984 when the area was redeveloped for housing. 
Although dismissed by some observers as ‘accidental’ it must be remembered than such 
species will readily take advantage of suitable habitat. This point was proved in 1992 
when quite unexpectedly a pair of Little Ringed Plovers bred at the disused Battersea 
Power Station site. 

A pair of Ringed Plover also bred in the disused Surrey Docks in 1973. There were 
no subsequent sightings, but it is interesting to note that more recently during the 1988-94 
Atlas fieldwork a pair bred at Greenwich, 2.5 miles outside Inner London. 

A pair of Lapwing also bred in the Surrey Docks in 1973 and several territories were 
held in subsequent years up to 1977. 


GULLS (LARIDAE) 
The Lesser Black-backed Gull first bred in Inner London in 1982. From 1989 a large 
expansion took place following colonisation of rooftops around King’s Cross (Fig 9). In 
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Fig 9. The build-up of nesting gulls in Inner London 1980-94, from data in 
London Bird Reports with estimates for roof-top nest sites. 


Regent’s Park the species, with numerous non-breeders, has become a major predator of 
ducklings and juvenile grebes, and no doubt takes a share of pigeon eggs and pulli from 
ledges. 

The Herring Gull first bred in Inner London in 1961-63 and regularly from 1967. It 
began nesting on rooftops from 1973. Initially more numerous than the Lesser Black- 
backed Gull, it expanded rapidly from 1989, following colonisation of rooftops around 
_ King’s Cross. Like the other species, it has become a major predator in all the central 
Royal Parks, but also forages along the Thames foreshore. See also Fig 9. 


TERNS (STERNIDAE) 

The Common Tern bred in Inner London in 1989, when a pair nested in the Limehouse 
Basin or Regent’s Canal dock. The species is often seen along the Regent’s Canal and 
may eventually penetrate the Royal Parks. In the London Area as a whole, the breeding 
population has increased from one pair in 1963 to a minimum of 187 pairs in 1995. 


DOVES (COLUMBIDAE) 

The London Pigeon or Feral Rock Dove is decreasing in Inner London. It is under pressure. 
It has been forcibly removed from railway concourses and public buildings. Street 
populations have been culled and by-laws introduced to ban feeding. In the parks, on the 
other hand, the species is generously sustained with food from visitors. Periodic counts in 
Kensington Gardens indicate the London Pigeon is alive and doing nicely: 


198 LONDON BIRD REPORT No. 61 FOR 1996 


1948: 68 1966: 620 1970: 11309953969 


Nevertheless, predators abound. Peregrine Falcons have been wintering in London 
since 1994. Sparrowhawks have been observed taking pigeon pulli from ledges. Not least 
the expanding population of breeding gulls may enjoy an egg for breakfast. 

The Stock Dove is a scarce but regular breeding species in Inner London, often 
overlooked. A residual population of one to three pairs survives in Kensington Gardens 
from the 1920s (Sanderson 1995) and one to two pairs nested in Regent’s Park in the 
1950s and from 1988. Predators such as grey squirrel, Magpie and Carrion Crow may be 
preventing the Stock Dove’s expansion, but currently it is doing well with five nesting 
pairs in 1994. 

The Woodpigeon, unlike its country cousin, is ridiculously tame and in the parks will 
even take bread from the hand (Sanderson 1995). In the street it can even adopt the swagger 
of a London Pigeon. It commands little interest from birdwatchers who rarely count it 
except in large winter movements. Breeding data is unrecorded. Cramp and Tomkins 
(1966) categorised its population as between 1,000 and 2,000 pairs. It is still numerous, 
but may have decreased marginally. Evidence suggests that whereas it nests regularly in 
the parks and private gardens, it also loses its eggs to predators. 

Despite expectations, the Collared Dove has so far failed to colonise Inner London. 
It has bred however on several occasions. Its eggs may be subject to predation by grey 
squirrels. A pair bred successfully in Regent’s Park in 1978 and territories were held 
there subsequently until 1983. A pair nested in St James’s Park in 1989 but failed to rear 
young. Since then, pairs have nested in the south Hampstead area, and territories held 
around Regent’s Park and in the New Cross area. The national Atlas (Gibbons ef a/ 1993) 
notes there is a tendency for the species to shun city centres. However in Inner London it 
is undoubtedly increasing and may yet establish a breeding population. 


OWLS (STRIGIDAE) 

Historically the Tawny Owl has long been a resident of Inner London, benefiting from 
the metropolis’s plentiful rodent population. It is seldom seen, but often heard at night. In 
Regent’s Park, hooting owls have not infrequently interrupted open-air theatre 
performances. The breeding distribution is mostly confined to the western half of Inner 
London where the larger parks provide suitable trees for roosting and nesting. Breeding- 
season records come mostly from Regent’s Park, Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens (where 
it uses nest-boxes), Holland Park, Brompton Cemetery and Battersea Park. It is thought 
that numbers fell in the 1980s, but recovered in the 1990s. Currently there may be as 
many as ten pairs/territories, but they range over large distances when hunting at night, 
and pairs do not always breed annually. 


SWIFTS (APODIDAE) 

The Swift has been a regular, though scarce breeding species all this century, nesting 
around the periphery of Inner London. In the last decade it has been seen more frequently 
feeding over the very centre of London. Cramp and Tomkins (1966) felt unable to assess 
its population size, but considered it much smaller than 50 pairs. Provisional comparison 
between the two London Atlas maps shows an expansion in the number of Inner London 
tetrads. Proven breeding records reported to the London Bird Report show only a slow 
inwards expansion into St John’s Wood, Bayswater and Holland Park in the west, and 
most recently into Whitechapel and Bethnal Green in the east. The older, larger houses 
may provide suitable nesting access. It seems likely in the review period there has been a 
numerical increase in Swifts breeding in Inner London. | 
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WOODPECKERS (PICIDAE) 

The Great Spotted Woodpecker has nested in Inner London since at least 1922, when 
several pairs began breeding in Holland Park and from 1940 spread into Kensington 
Gardens and other parks. The species became rather scarce from the 1960s and by the 
early 1970s no longer bred in Inner London. From 1975 a recovery began to take place 
with single pairs nesting or holding territories. A welcome increase took place from 1987, 
with at least two pairs nesting annually, rising to a minimum of three pairs in 1990 and 
1994. 

The Green Woodpecker, on the other hand, has not nested in Inner London for over 
forty years, when it bred in Holland Park in 1952-54. Since then, even winter records 
have been few and far between. The species may prefer secluded surroundings, though in 
the 1990s there have been more sightings in the Inner London parks. Although it did not 
breed in the review period a pair bred in Kensington Gardens in summer 1997. 

The Lesser Spotted Woodpecker has never bred in Inner London as far as we know. 
Drumming has been reported in Kensington Gardens in the 1980s and birds observed in 
Regent’s Park in the breeding season, but nesting has yet to be confirmed. Sightings may 
refer to wanderers from Hampstead Heath, where the species is an established breeder. 


LARKS (ALAUDIDAE) 
Just after the Second World War a Skylark was heard singing over a bombed site in 
Cripplegate, EC1 (Homes et al 1964). In 1960 two pairs of Skylarks nested just outside 
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Fig 10. Skylark pairs breeding in the disused Surrey Docks 1971-91. 


the Inner London boundary at Old Ford. It is perhaps not surprising that Skylarks in 1971 
were quick to colonise the disused land of the former Surrey Docks. Three pairs nested 
there in 1971 and numbers quickly built up to ten pairs (Fig 10). Breeding continued 
annually for 20 years, until about 1991 when the last two pairs were reported and most of 
the wasteland had been redeveloped for housing. 


SWALLOWS AND MARTINS (HIRUNDINIDAE) 

The House Martin first bred in Inner London in 1966, when six pairs nested in St John’s 
Wood. The 1968-72 London Atlas mapped only three tetrads with proven breeding (Fig 
11). The Inner London population continued to increase and peaked at 120 pairs in 1982, 


Fig 11. The increase in House Martins breeding in Inner London between 
the 1968-72 Atlas (left) and the 1988-94 Atlas (right). The large dots 
represent two-kilometre tetrads with proven breeding records. 
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falling slightly since then. Fieldwork for the 1988-94 London Atlas revealed a more 
widespread distribution of 15 tetrads with proven breeding (Fig 11), reflecting not only 
the increase in overall population but also the increase in colonies. 

The Swallow did not breed in Inner London during the review period, having nested 
in Inner London only twice this century in 1908 and 1968. 


PIPITS AND WAGTAILS (MOTACILLIDAE) 

From 1973 up to three Meadow Pipits held territories in the disused Surrey Docks. 
It was not until 1977 that successful breeding was proved by observers who saw 
young being fed by adults, a first breeding record for Inner London. Meadow Pipits 
continued to breed annually in the Surrey Docks up to 1986, with as many as eight territories 
being reported in 1982, but the species seems to have lacked the tenacity of the Yellow 
Wagtail. 

The Yellow Wagtail according to Burton (1972) is really the characteristic species of 
waste ground along the lower tidal Thames. In 1968 a pair of Yellow Wagtails bred on 
waste land alongside the Thames at Vauxhall, a first breeding record for Inner London; 
breeding was repeated in 1970. The disused Surrey Docks were quickly colonised by the 
species with seven pairs in 1971 (George 1974), building up to 15 pairs in 1975 (Alderton 
1977). The species continued to breed in the redeveloped Surrey Docks up to 1991 (see 
Fig 12). In 1979 the species also took advantage of land at Nine Elms that was redeveloped 
later as the New Covent Garden Market and other commercial projects. 
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Fig 12. Yellow Wagtail pairs nesting in the disused Surrey Docks 1971-91. 


The Grey Wagtail, a species more readily associated with clear-running streams than 
urban environments, first penetrated Inner London as a winter visitor in the early part of 
this century. Rather surprisingly a pair summered in 1952 and bred on a bombed site in 
Cripplegate, rearing two broods. This was followed in 1960 and 1961 by nesting at a 
brewery in Whitechapel, Nationally the population crashed in the extreme hard winter of 
1962-63 and the 1968-72 Atlas recorded no reports from Inner London. By 1976, however, 
the species recovered and no fewer than three pairs bred in Inner London at Paddington, 
Kensington Gardens and the Surrey Docks. Since then breeding has been almost annual, 
with between one and three pairs nesting in Inner London. During the 1988-94 Atlas 
proven breeding was recorded in six two-kilometre tetrads in Inner London. 

The Pied Wagtail similarly first nested in Inner London at the end of the Second 
World War, being attracted to bombed sites. It established itself more quickly as a regular 
breeder and in the 1968-72 Atlas proven breeding was recorded in nine tetrads. Since 
then its general increase has been maintained with about six pairs breeding each year, 
though the species’ habit of using rooftops for feeding often allows its presence to go 
unrecorded. 
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WRENS (TROGLODYTIDAE) 

Familiar birds such as the Wren often go unreported in Inner London. Comparative 
counts of territories in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park suggest a stable population 
in the last 25 years (Sanderson 1995). The 1988-94 London Atlas, however, discloses a 
gain of six tetrads of proven breeding in the eastern half of Inner London, suggesting an 
expansion of range into more urban habitats. 


ACCENTORS (PRUNELLIDAE) 

Equally common species such as the Dunnock receive little serious attention in Inner 
London. Incomplete data for the Royal Parks suggests that, although censuses show a 
decrease in territories over the last 25 years, the species is nevertheless quite widespread 
in Inner London, with pairs breeding in small squares, gardens and even busy places such 
as the Barbican Centre and South Bank complex. Overall there may have been a recent 
increase, and this opinion is supported by the increase in two-kilometre tetrads in the 
eastern, more urban half of Inner London in the 1988-94 Atlas. 


CHATS AND THRUSHES (TURDIDAE) © 

The Robin is relatively widespread in Inner London, breeding in the parks and in gardens. 
During the last 25 years the population appears to have remained fairly stable according 
to surveys in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens (Sanderson 1995). In the 1988-94 London 
Atlas proven breeding was recorded in 19 two-kilometre tetrads out of a possible 24, 
suggesting an increase in range into the more urban eastern half of Inner London. The 
population of 51-100 pairs in 1965 (Cramp and Tomlins 1966) may now be over 100 

pairs. 

The Black Redstart, a speciality species, first nested in the London Area in 1926 at 
Wembley. Up to three pairs bred annually throughout the 1930s, but numbers rose 
substantially when bombed areas in the City of London were used for nesting. In 1942 no 
fewer than three pairs and 19-24 additional singing males were recorded. During the 
review period 1970-95, the species has unexpectedly survived the massive rebuilding 
work in London and along the river. Fig 13 shows the breeding distribution in Inner London 
1983-95 and Fig14 the number of pairs and additional males in territory, as recorded in 
London Bird Reports for the same period. Nevertheless some allowance must be made for 
the difficulty of locating singing Black Redstarts (often on rooftops) against the almost 
continuous noise and distraction of London’s traffic during the day. 
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1985 1990 1995 
Fig 13. Black Redstart breeding distribution in Inner London 1983-95, although in 
any one year density rarely exceeds 12 sites. Fig 14. Black Redstart breeding pairs 
and singing males 1983-95, based on records published in London Bird Reports. 
Some allowance needs to be made for observer-availability. 


The Blackbird is one of the commonest birds of Inner London, not only in the parks 
but also widespread in small squares and back gardens. It is particularly adept at surviving 
in relatively small territories centred on shrubberies or hedges (or even roof-gardens in 
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Mayfair! ). Survey data for Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens show that the number of 
territories peaked at 150 in 1980, with fewer in the 1990s. But there seems no evidence 
elsewhere of any decrease. The overall population is probably slightly higher than Cramp 
and Tomlins 1965 estimate of 500-750 pairs in Inner London. 

In contrast, the Song Thrush has suffered a considerable decrease in Inner London 
during the last 20 years. Nationally its decline is subject to a special investigation 
commissioned by the RSPB. Comparative censuses in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens 
(Sanderson 1995) recorded only nine breeding territories in 1994, compared with an average 
of 36 between 1967 and 1980. 

The number of breeding pairs in Battersea Park 1974-95 are shown in Fig 15 (Mist 
in litt) and this perhaps best demonstrates the considerable decline since 1980 when it 
was a common species in the park. 
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Fig 15. Song Thrush breeding pairs in Battersea Park 1974-95 (Mist in Jit), 
showing the decline since 1980. 


The Mistle Thrush, although not numerous in Inner London, is surprisingly tolerant 
of traffic and disturbance. It likes to feed on short-grass areas in the parks and small 
squares. It sings from aerials and chimneys, as well as tall trees. It likes to nest in the 
high forks of plane trees, but has also utilised scaffolding on buildings. During the 
1988-94 London Atlas 17 tetrads recorded proven breeding compared with 16 in the 
1968-72 Atlas. Breeding pairs in Battersea Park show a decrease since the late 1980s _ 
(Mist in litt); see Fig 16. The species seems subject to predation of nests by Magpies, 
Carrion Crows and grey squirrels. 
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Fig 16. Mistle Thrush breeding pairs in Battersea Park 1974-95 (Mist in Jitt), 
showing the decrease from the late 1980s. 


WARBLERS AND GOLDCREST (SILVITDAE) 

Despite a reduction in aerial pollution after the Clean Air Act of 1956, Cramp (1975) 
found no significant increases in insectivorous species breeding in Inner London. In the 
review period 1970-95 some species such as House Martin and.Long-tailed Tit have 
increased, but the status of most warblers has changed only marginally. 
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Although occasionally recorded holding spring territories in the parks, the Reed 
Warbler did not breed in Inner London until 1986-92, when pairs nested annually at the 
Lavender Pond Nature Reserve in the Surrey Docks. In 1992 a pair also bred at Camley 
Street Natural Park in King’s Cross. Both reserves have small reed-beds, the provision 
of which in the larger parks might equally attract Reed Warblers more permanently. 

The Sedge Warbler occasionally holds spring territories in the Inner London parks, 
but has only been proved to breed in the disused Surrey Docks in 1976, 1977 (two pairs) 
and probably in 1978. 

The Lesser Whitethroat first nested earlier this century in Holland Park in 1915 and 
in Kensington Gardens in 1921. During the review period pairs nested in Regent’s Park in 
1977, 1978 and again probably in 1993, and once in Kensington Gardens in 1978. 

The Whitethroat which nested earlier this century in Kensington Gardens in 1923 
and then in Regent’s Park in 1953 and Holland Park in 1960, suffered a catastrophic 
decline nationally in the 1970s. A pair bred in Regent’s Park in 1978 (and 1996) and pairs 
bred in the Surrey Docks scrubland in 1981 and subsequent years, with as many as three 
pairs being reported as late as 1990 in the new Ecological Park. 

The Garden Warbler occasionally holds spring territories in the Inner London parks 
but has only been known to breed once, when a pair in 1972 were seen feeding young in 
Regent’s Park. In the 1988-94 London Atlas the species showed a considerable number of 
losses compared with the previous Atlas, but it still breeds on Hampstead Heath and may 
yet nest again in Inner London. 

The only Sy/via warbler breeding regularly in Inner London is the Blackcap. Apart 
from nesting in Holland Park in 1929, it did not breed in Inner London before 1953 when 
_ several pairs nested in a derelict garden in St John’s Wood. During the 1960s a small 
breeding population built up in Holland Park, Hyde Park and Regent’s Park, and by the 
1970s nesting in Inner London became regular. In Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park 
there were peak counts of eight territories in 1970, 1972 and 1980. Breeding in the 1970- 
95 review period has been continuous, concentrated in the larger parks, but with annual 
fluctuations. Unfortunately published data in the London Bird Reports are inconsistent 
and incomplete, owing to the inevitable fluctuation in observer coverage from year to 
year, though there seems to be little evidence of any decrease. Records for 1994 suggest 
a healthy Inner London breeding population of around eight to ten pairs, but mainly 
concentrated in the western half of the area. 

The Chiffchaff was first recorded nesting in Inner London in 1937 in Holland Park. 
Another 35 years were to elapse before the next breeding record in 1972, this time in 
Regent’s Park. The species frequently holds spring territories in the parks. During the 
review period, breeding was proved in Regent’s Park in 1972 and 1981 (with probable 
breeding there in 1983 and 1988-90), Buckingham Palace Gardens 1989 and Holland 
Park in 1990, 1993 and 1994. 

The Willow Warbler nested in Inner London from 1921 on some 18 occasions up to 
1960. Like the Chiffchaff, it frequently holds spring territories in the parks. During the 
review period, breeding was proved in Hyde Park/Kensington Gardens in 1969 and 1972, 
in Regent’s Park in 1972 and in Holland Park in 1990. Territories in the redeveloped 
Surrey Docks were reported from 1987, with two pairs nesting in 1989, at least five in 
1990 and at least three in 1991. 

In Inner London the Goldcrest first nested in 1971 and 1972 in Holland Park. Expansion 
into the Inner London parks may have been fuelled by an increase in wintering birds in 
London or from breeding populations at Kew Gardens and Hampstead Heath. Data 
provided by Mist (in Jitt) discloses that no fewer than 12 pairs were breeding in Battersea 
Park in 1974 (Fig 17), a population unmatched in any other Inner London park at that 
time (or since). Small numbers were recorded in the Royal Parks in the breeding season, 
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with breeding proved in Regent’s Park in 1975, 1983, 1990 and 1995, Kensington Gardens 
1981, Hyde Park 1989. Birds sang and held territories in several parks, including Holland 
Park where one or two pairs were reported breeding in 1993, and in 1990 three pairs 
were reported from the Surrey Docks. 
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Fig 17. Goldcrest breeding pairs in Battersea Park 1974-95 (Mist in Jitt). The 
decrease from 1985 is partly attributed to predation of nests by grey squirrels. 


FLYCATCHERS (MUSCICAPIDAE) 

The Spotted Flycatcher has nested regularly in Inner London all century, not oni in 
the parks but also in secluded squares such as Lincoln’s Inn Fields and The Temple. 
Cramp and Tomlins 
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Fig 18. Spotted Flycatcher breeding pairs in Inner London 1970-95. The bold 
line (top) shows the overall published total for each year, while the thinner line 
(bottom) plots the CBC totals for Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens. 


(1966) considered it a regular breeder in central London with an estimated population 
of ten to 20 pairs. Nationally the species suffered a marked decline from 1983 (Marchant 
et al 1990) and this is reflected in published total breeding pairs for Inner London shown 
in Fig 18 . Remarkably, while the species has disappeared from many suburbs, a single 
pair survived in Inner London up to and including 1995. 


TITS (PARIDAE) 

The Long-tailed Tit first bred in Inner London in 1972, when a pair successfully reared 
young in Holland Park and two pairs also nested in Kensington Gardens,Hyde Park. By 
1975 the number of territories and pairs had increased to nine. Fig 19 shows the expansion 
during the review period. In the 1988-94 London Atlas proven breeding was reported in 
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no fewer than nine two-kilometre tetrads, but all were in the western half of Inner London. 
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Fig 19. Long-tailed Tit breeding pairs in Inner London 1972-95, from data in 
London Bird Reports and additional records from Battersea Park. 


The Coal Tit nested only sporadically in Inner London up to the 1950s. From the mid 
1960s it became a regular breeding species in Regent’s Park. During the 1968-72 Atlas 
fieldwork, up to 16 territories were recorded in Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens. The 
biggest expansion seems to have occurred in the 1970s. Data for the 1980s are incomplete, 
but recent figures suggest there has been a significant decrease (Fig 20). The distribution 
is mainly in the western half of Inner London, with seven tetrads in the 1988-94 Atlas, the 
same number as the previous survey. 
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BREEDING PAIRS/TERRITORIES 





Fig 20. Coal Tit breeding pairs/territories in Inner London 1970-95, from 
published records in London Bird Reports, with additional data from 
Battersea Park. Information for 1981-89 incomplete for Royal Parks . 


The Blue Tit is the commonest tit in the Inner London parks and gardens. Cramp and 
Tomlins (1966) estimated the Inner London breeding population as between 60 and 90 
pairs, but this increased in the 1970s, only to fall slightly in the 1980s. Censuses in Hyde 
Park and Kensington Gardens plotted between 42 and 73 pairs in the years 1967-80, but 
these fell to 35 territories in the 1994 survey (Sanderson 1995). The species is still 
widespread, and it seems that more pairs may breed in private gardens as well as the 
parks, but data from Regent’s Park also suggests a recent decline from the high totals of 
the 1970s (Green in litt). 

The Great Tit is less numerous than the Blue Tit. It breeds mainly in the parks in the 
greener western half of Inner London. Cramp and Tomlins (1966) estimated the Inner 
London breeding population as between 50 and 75 pairs, but increasing. Censuses in 
Hyde Park and Kensington Gardens 1967-80 plotted between 15 and 35 pairs annually. In 
the recent 1994 survey there were 17 territories (Sanderson 1995). Overall the population 
seems more stable than the Blue Tit. 
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NUTHATCHES (SITTIDAE) 

The Nuthatch first bred in Inner London this century in 1958 when single pairs each 
nested in Holland Park, Kensington Gardens and Battersea Park. Breeding in Kensington 
Gardens continued almost annually to 1964. Pairs returned sporadically to Holland Park 
in 1971 and Kensington Gardens in 1976, then nested in Regent’s Park in 1981 (and 
probably in 1983 and 1985), Kensington Gardens 1981-95 and Holland Park 1990-91. 
A general increase, but only in 1984 were more than two pairs present in the breeding 
season. 


TREECREEPERS (CERTHIIDAE) 

The Treecreeper first bred in Inner London in 1945, when a pair nested in Kensington 
Gardens. There was further evidence of nesting in 1952 and 1954, but a gap of 15 years 
until another pair bred in 1970. From the 1970s nesting became annual in Kensington 
Gardens and Hyde Park, with up to three pairs each year. From 1974 breeding was also 
proved in Regent’s Park where two pairs nested in 1974 and three pairs in 1976. 
The species was probably under-recorded in the 1980s, but during the 1988-94 
London Atlas up to three pairs bred in Regent’s Park and up to four territories were 
held in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park. There may have been a slight decrease 
since. 


CROWS (CORVIDAE) 

The Jay has nested in Inner London since the 1930s, but numbers have remained small. 
Cramp and Tomlins (1966) put the Inner London breeding population at 12-15 pairs. 
Recent data in the Royal Parks suggest that today’s total is not much different. The Jay 
is really a woodland species: this preference may deter its expansion outside the larger 
parks and private gardens of the western half of Inner London. 

The Magpie first penetrated Inner London as recently as 1971, when pairs nested in 
Kensington Gardens and Regent’s Park. The expansion into Inner London echoes the 
national increase from the 1970s (Marchant et a/ 1990). Cramp and Tomlin’s forecast in 
1966 that ‘it may yet penetrate the centre’ has been amply justified. Not only is the 
Magpie numerous in the Royal Parks, but it has also spread to urban areas where it has 
been recorded nesting in plane trees lining the streets. Unfortunately, like the crow, it is 
a serious predator of passerine eggs and young, as well as unsuspecting ducklings. There 
may be as many as 100 pairs in Inner London. 

The Jackdaw has been lost as a breeding species in Inner London. The last remaining 
pair nested in 1969 in Kensington Gardens and was included in the first London Atlas. 
Since then, the Jackdaw has gone the way of the Rook, another former breeding species, 
which disappeared by 1917. 

In contrast, the Carrion Crow has adapted so well to the urban environment that it 
is now widespread in Inner London. Cramp and Tomlins (1966) put its Inner London 
breeding population as between 26 and 50 pairs. Today that number can sometimes be 
seen feeding in a single park, though not all these are resident and may roost outside 
Inner London. Breeding censuses in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park 1967-80 showed 
that up to 16 pairs were nesting in the parks. Today the Inner London breeding population 
may be in excess of 150 pairs. The species is wide-ranging across Inner London, nesting 
in squares and gardens into the urban centre. Unfortunately the species is an aggressive 
predator no longer feeding solely on carrion, but has been seen taking ducklings, Feral 
Rock Doves and Starlings. One pair in Kensington was blamed for the destruction of 
four Blackbirds’ nests and a Song Thrush’s nest. In the Royal Parks some recent culling 
has been necessary to keep numbers down. 
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STARLING (STURNIDAE) 

The Starling is a widespread and common breeding species in Inner London. Cramp 
and Tomlins (1966) estimated its population at between 500 and 1000 pairs. Nationally 
there was a decrease in breeding numbers during the 1980s which the BTO considered 
part of the general decline over northern Europe (Marchant et al 1990). The species is 
rarely monitored in Inner London, but data from Kensington Gardens and Regent’s Park 
suggest a similar decrease in nesting birds in the 1980s (Sanderson 1995 and Green in 
litt). The current status seems unclear. Whereas winter-roosting numbers have fallen 
dramatically in Inner London, breeding numbers may have increased in the 1990s. 


SPARROWS (PASSERIDAE) 

Earlier this century the House Sparrow was the commonest breeding species in Inner 
London. Cramp and Tomlins (1966) hazarded an estimate of at least 10,000 pairs, but 
considered the population in 1965 to be decreasing. In the Royal Parks very little 
information is available. Being so common, the species was excluded from breeding 
surveys. Nationally the CBC fieldwork indicates a marked decline from about 1979 
throughout the 1980s (Marchant et a/ 1990). Winter counts in Kensington Gardens (usually 
every ten years) show a fall from 2,603 in November 1925 to 544 in November 1975 
(Sanderson 1997), followed by a dramatic collapse of the House Sparrow population to 
81 in November 1995, a statistic confirmed by a breeding season count of only 40 pairs 
the next spring. The species is noticeably absent from many parts of urban London, anda 
full census by tetrads may be overdue. 


_FINCHES (FRINGILLIDAE) 

The Chaffinch was a relatively common breeding species at the beginning of the 1970s, 
nesting in the larger Royal Parks, with between 15 and 20 territories in Kensington Gardens 
and Hyde Park, and a similar total in Regent’s Park. By the end of the decade a marked 
decline had occurred. Territories in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park had fallen from 
20 to six (a 70% fall). Breeding figures remained low throughout the 1980s. In 1994, 
breeding season counts showed a marginal improvement, with seven territories in 
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park, and a minimum of six pairs in Regent’s Park, but 
still only 35% of the 1970s totals. 
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Fig 21. Greenfinch breeding pairs in Battersea Park 1974-95 (Mist in litt). 


Following increases in the 1960s, the Greenfinch overtook the Chaffinch as the 
commonest breeding finch in Inner London. It also enjoys a broader distribution than the 
Chaffinch, particularly south of the Thames. CBC Figures for the early 1970s recorded 
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20-30 territories in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park, and 26-32 territories in Regent’s 
Park. Numbers fell in the 1980s, but not quite so severely as the Chaffinch. There seems 
to have been another decrease in the 1990s (reported from two parks, though outside the 
parks the species remains widely distributed). Reflecting the decrease, Fig 21 shows the 
breeding pairs recorded in Battersea Park 1974-95 (Mist in Jit). 

The Goldfinch, normally a bird of weedy scrubland, tends to be a fringe breeder in 
Inner London. It first nested successfully in 1945, but was slow to establish itself. Cramp 
and Tomlins (1966) estimated the Inner London population at five to ten pairs. During the 
1970s between five and nine pairs bred annually in Regent’s Park, and a further two or 
three pairs in the disused Surrey Docks. Nesting at these regular sites continued through 
the 1980s, also in Battersea Park and Southwark, but fewer pairs were reported. In 
1994 at least ten pairs or territories were recorded, suggesting the population remains 
stable. 

The Linnet, a wasteland species, first nested in Inner London in 1918 but another 50 
years were to elapse before the next breeding record. It came into its own with the closure 
of the Surrey Docks in 1968. From 1971 two or three pairs bred annually in the disused 
docks and by the 1980s between five and ten pairs were thought to be nesting. In the late 
1980s Linnets were also attracted to other wasteland sites awaiting redevelopment at 
King’s Cross goodsyards, Bankside and Battersea power stations and in Vauxhall. In 1987 
three pairs bred in Regent’s Park. Even in the 1990s six pairs still remained in the 
redeveloped Surrey Docks and others were reported from Southwark. 

In Inner London the Redpoll was a scarce winter-visitor until the 1970s when it 
expanded nationally (Marchant et al 1990). In 1974 a pair unexpectedly nested in Regent’s 
Park. In ensuing years Redpolls summered in Regent’s Park and were also reported in the 
Surrey Docks. In the 1980s the species expanded further into the London suburbs, nesting 
regularly on Hampstead Heath just outside Inner London. Birds continued to summer in 
Regent’s Park, a pair eventually being proved to breed in 1987 in a private garden half a 
mile from the park; nesting also occurring in 1992 about a mile away. In addition, further 
reports of family parties in the Surrey Docks in 1988 were followed by records of two 
pairs holding territories there in 1990 and 1991. Unfortunately in 1993 the Redpoll 
population crashed throughout the London Area, and there were fewer reports from Inner 
London. . 

The Bullfinch has nested in Inner London in small numbers since 1959. It increased 
during the 1960s. Throughout the review period 1970-95, one or two pairs bred annually 
in Holland Park or Kensington Gardens, and as many as five pairs have nested almost 
annually in Regent’s Park. From the late 1980s a marginal decrease occurred with fewer 
breeding reports, but the New London Atlas 1988-94 mapped a slight gain in tetrad 
distribution, all in the western half of Inner London. 


BUNTINGS (EMBERIZIDAE) 

The Reed Bunting penetrated Inner London as a breeding species because of the closure 
of the Surrey Docks. A pair summered there in 1972 and in the following year a pair bred, 
a first record for Inner London (George 1974). By 1975 some four or five pairs were 
present and nesting (Alderton 1977). Expansion followed, with nesting reported throughout 
the 1970s and five to ten pairs being reported in 1982, but numbers fell gradually as the 
disused dockland was re-landscaped and redeveloped for schools and housing. By 1990 
one pair was reported breeding in the new Ecological Park and another at the Lavender 
Pond Nature Reserve. No published data is available for the end of the review period, but 
it seems likely that the species may still survive in the area. 
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SUMMARY OF CHANGES 1970-95 


Gains (11 species) Great Crested Grebe, Ruddy Duck, Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
Common Tern, Collared Dove, Reed Warbler, Goldcrest, Long- 
tailed Tit, Magpie, Redpoll, Reed Bunting 


Significantincreases Grey Heron, Mute Swan, Greylag Goose, Canada Goose, 
(12 species) Sparrowhawk, Coot, Herring Gull, Great Spotted Woodpecker, 
House Martin, Grey Wagtail, Black Redstart, Carrion Crow 


Marginal increases Kestrel, Swift, Pied Wagtail, Dunnock, Blackbird, Lesser 
(11 species) Whitethroat, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler, 
Nuthatch, Linnet 


Transient breeding Red-legged Partridge, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, 


(Eight species) Lapwing, Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Yellow Wagtail, Sedge Warbler 

No Significant changes Little Grebe, Pochard, Tufted Duck, Moorhen, Stock Dove, 

(12 species) Tawny Owl, Wren, Robin, Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Jay, 
Goldfinch 


Marginal decreases Mallard, Feral Rock Dove, Woodpigeon, Mistle Thrush, Blue 
- (Ten species) Tit, Great Tit, Treecreeper, Starling, Greenfinch, Bullfinch 


Significant decreases Song Thrush, Spotted Flycatcher, Coal Tit, House Sparrow, 
(Five species) Chaffinch 


Losses (Three species) Green Woodpecker*, Swallow, Jackdaw 


*As a postscript to this paper one pair bred in Kensington Gardens in 1997, 
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Book review 


Where to watch birds in the London area. By Dominic Mitchell. A&C 
Black, London 1997. 242 pages; many line drawings and maps. 


The publication of this long-awaited book represents the missing link in the ‘Where to 
watch birds’ series, since it completes the jigsaw of coverage that now spreads across the 
whole of Great Britain and Ireland, not to mention further afield, a quite magnificent 
achievement. The fact that this was the very last of the series to appear is, in some ways, 
not surprising since the London Area presents several unique and particular problems, 
most notably with regard to access to certain sites. Access arrangements to many well 
known London sites is constantly improving - at the time of writing plans are almost in 
place to open up many west London reservoirs, where access was previously restricted to 
only a few individuals. Ironically, this book, quite correctly, gives details of probably the 
most private site in the country, namely Perry Oaks Sewage Farm. Once talked of in 
hallowed terms, it is now only accessible regularly to one observer; this situation will 
never change, regardless of how rare a bird turns up there since it poses major security 
problems (situated, as it is, between the runways of Heathrow airport). 

Although the layout of the book follows the tried and trusted formula of its predecessors, 
it is significantly different in many respects. Firstly, there are no divisions of sites into 
counties, they are, quite rightly, split up into regions - so that the Lea Valley, for instance, 
is all covered together. Whilst some of the divisions of sites are, perhaps, fairly arbitrary 
they are all relatively easily located in the contents section at the start of the book and 
are dealt with sequentially in a clockwise fashion around London. Secondly, and very 
welcomingly, all the relevant maps are placed alongside the appropriate site accounts. 
This was one of the most annoying features of previous books in the series (or, at least, 
those that I am aquainted with) which all grouped the maps together right at the end of 
the books. A minor criticism is that quite a few of the maps have been aligned with a 
vertical format, when a little bit of further reduction might have allowed a horizontal 
positioning. 

The actual title of the book is perhaps a little misleading to members of the London 
Natural History Society since the actual area covered 1s that zone which falls within the 
boundaries of the M25 motorway - that’s progress for you! The decision to do this is 
understandable since most of the sites outside the periphery of this concrete and tarmac 
. ring have already been covered by previous guides following county boundaries - omitted 
sites include such well known ‘London’ sites as Amwell, Cheshunt, Tyttenhanger and 
Wraysbury Gravel Pits, Black Park, Broxbourne Woods, Holmethorpe Sand Pits, Rye 
Meads and Sevenoaks Reserve. In fact, if all the London Area, as we know it, had been 
covered many of the less well known sites would have had to have been dropped from 
the book, since lack of space would have precluded them. Paradoxically, the list of 
species at the end of the book is actually ‘the’ London Area list (which includes records 
from all the area not covered by this book), although, to be fair, it does state at the start 
of the list that it covers all birds recorded within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. 


Continued on page 237... 
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The Birds of Wimbledon Common 
and Putney Heath, 1974 to 1996 


D.L. Wills and R.H. Kettle 


Lying only about seven miles from Charing Cross, Wimbledon Common is a comparatively 
natural large open space close to Central London and thus occupies an important place for 
wildlife in our area. Together with Putney Heath it covers about 400 hectares, or 1.5 
square miles, virtually contiguous with the huge expanse of Richmond Park to the west, 
but otherwise surrounded by suburbia. The Common consists basically of a gravel-based 
plateau of heathland with copses of birch and oak, falling away on the western side as 
wooded slopes ona clay soil before reaching the Beverley Brook with its narrow strip of 
alluvium, covered mainly by thorn scrub. A golf course stretches across the south-western 
part of the plateau, and there is an extensive area of playing fields along the western edge 
of the Common bordering the Brook and the A3 Kingston by-pass. The area of Putney 
Heath now separated from Wimbledon Common by the A3 trunk road is included in this 
survey, and it is only this discrete part which is referred to by that name in this paper. It 
covers an area of some 40 hectares surrounding a group of dwellings and is well wooded 
but with some grassland. There are a few small- to medium-sized ponds scattered about 
the plateau, one in the woodland close to the Windmill in the middle of the Common, 
one on Putney Heath and a swamp in woodland on the south-western edge. The map 
shows the various features. 

The plateau has extensive areas of short heather, a large area of meadow - about one 
third of which is regularly mown for recreation purposes -, rough grassland interspersed 
with birches, some parcels of woodland and a few patches of scrub with bramble etc. 
Gorse occurs in a few places. The open areas are suitable habitat for larks, pipits and 
buntings, but the once considerable population of these has recently collapsed. The whole 
area is ideal habitat for Willow Warblers, with most of the total population of about 100 
pairs in the 1980s occurring here. Sadly, in line with Britain as a whole, the numbers 
dropped in the early 1990s and are still only a fifth of the earlier figure. Large numbers of 
Carrion Crows and Magpies often feed on the open grassland, and Kestrels like to hunt 
their prey here. Flocks of Redpolls used to be regularly encountered feeding in the 
birches in winter and a few stayed to breed, but they are only occasionally seen now. The 
plateau sustained a number of pairs of Yellowhammers, Reed Buntings and Linnets in 
the recent past, but there are none now. The scrub areas, however, support a good 
population of Sylvia warblers and provide good nesting habitat also for Dunnocks, 
Long-tailed Tits and other common species. 

The western slopes are covered with increasingly dense woodland as they extend 
through the clay. It is mainly birch and oak, but with some hornbeam and beech, and a few 
clumps of pine on the higher sandy outcrop. There is an understorey of holly, hazel and 
bramble, and the results of a BTO Common Birds Census carried out on a 20 hectare (50 
acre) plot in the 1970s indicated a good population of woodland birds, with Robin dominant 
(see Kettle 1983), but the numbers of some species, eg Nuthatch and Treecreeper, appear 
to have declined since then. Great Spotted Woodpeckers, in contrast, have increased 
recently. The thorn scrub by the Beverley Brook is attractive to Bullfinches, although they 
have recently become much scarcer, and its berries are consumed greedily by wintering 
thrushes in severe weather. 
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All the ponds, with the exception of Queensmere, are fairly shallow and liable to 
dry out during periods of drought, which have been particularly severe recently. Most of 
them attract unusual visitors from time to time, but it 1s chiefly the common residents 
which are seen. Kingsmere and Bluegate gravel pit, water levels allowing, are the most 
significant for breeding birds and they both usually have Canada Goose, Moorhen, 
Mallard and Coot nesting on or near them. The Coot also nests most years at Queensmere 
and the Moorhen at Fishponds, whilst both in recent years have taken to breeding on the 
smaller waters of Scio, Hookhamslade and Seven-Posts Ponds. Perhaps because of its 
location and lack of vegetation, Rushmere is the only one of the bigger ponds where 
there is no nesting; nevertheless it does attract good numbers of gulls in winter and 
occasionally a Mute Swan or two. In recent years a Grey Heron (sometimes two) has 
regularly fed at Kingsmere, often at Fishponds and occasionally at one or two of the 
other ponds. At times a pair of Hobbies has been seen hawking dragonflies at Kingsmere. 


Table 1. Breeding species lost and gained during the period from the early 1970s 
to 1996. 
Species lost Species gained 
Grey Partridge Canada Goose 
Pheasant Mandarin 
Cuckoo Sparrowhawk 
Swallow 
House Martin 
Tree Pipit 
Pied Wagtail 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Tree Sparrow 
Redpoll 
Linnet 
Yellowhammer 
Reed Bunting 


- Willow Tit bred only in 1979, and Wood Warbler in the three years 1985-87. 


Besides the ponds, the Beverley Brook flows along the western edge of the Common 
and provides an important habitat for birds. Mandarin Duck, Mallard, Moorhen and Grey 
Wagtail breed by it, and the brilliant Kingfisher is sometimes glimpsed. 

The Common has its share of passage migrants: Wheatears and Whinchats occur 
regularly on the open plateau, Cuckoos and Wood Warblers in the woodland and Common 
Sandpipers by the ponds. Winter visitors include Redpolls and Siskins, Redwings and 
Fieldfares, Woodcock and Snipe, and various duck species 

In the early 1970s the Common was the nearest place, or among the few nearest, to 
Central London where Grey Partridge, Pheasant, Cuckoo, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, 
Skylark, Tree Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Grey Wagtail, Whitethroat, Redpoll, Linnet, 
Yellowhammer and Reed Bunting bred (see Montier 1977). Sadly, eight of these were no 
longer breeding in 1996, and there were only two pairs of Skylarks and one of Meadow 
Pipit, leaving only Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, Grey Wagtail and Whitethroat not lost or 
severely reduced. 

Since 1974 a team of observers have contributed to an annual survey of the breeding 
birds of the Common, until 1981 on a presence or absence basis and thereafter with 
estimates of territories held by selected species, mostly the less common ones. For that 
purpose the Common was divided into five roughly equal areas, the discrete part of Putney 
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Heath being one, with an observer responsible for each. BTO Common Birds Census 
methods have been used for estimating territories. Some of the figures are quoted in the 
Systematic List below. A report is prepared each year for the Conservators and a copy 
sent to the LNHS Recorder. Rather depressingly these have tended to chronicle the demise 
or decline of many species, as can be seen from Tables | & 2 which show the losses and 
gains and declines and increases, respectively, of breeding species over the period. The 
gain of two alien species and the return of one native species after a long gap hardly 
compensate for the loss of 12 native species (Pheasant 1s excluded). Many of the losses 
and declines reflect the national picture, but other factors are likely to be involved, such 
as increased public pressure, especially from multiple dog-walkers, and some habitat 
changes caused by the 1976 fires, recent drought and management practice. Most of the 
lost or declining species are open plateau birds, and their demise has coincided with a 
loss of essential ground cover in that area due to over-intensive cutting. 


Table 2. Breeding species showing serious declines or considerable increases during 
the period from the early 1970s to 1996.. 


Species declining Species increasing 
Skylark Green Woodpecker 
Meadow Pipit Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Willow Warbler Whitethroat 
Coal Tit Blackcap 
Bullfinch Chiffchaff 

Long-tailed Tit 

Magpie 


It will be seen from the Systematic List and Table 2 that some of the warblers, especially 
Blackcaps and Whitethroats, have been doing well recently, as have Green and Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers. Woodland species have not suffered as much as the open plateau 
birds. It would be interesting to know if similar changes have occurred in other comparable 
open spaces in the London Area and to see if any of the declines can be reversed in future 
years. 

Since 1995 the observers in the four areas of Wimbledon Common excluding Putney 
Heath have carried out a monthly Standard Walk Count, as devised by Dr David Dawson 
of the London Ecology Unit, to monitor the bird populations in the various habitats. The 
data from only two years’ counts cannot provide significant results, but combining all the 
figures together may give some idea of the relative abundance of the commoner species. 
Table 3 shows the average monthly count of some of these over the whole Common. 


Table 3. Average number of some common species encountered on monthly fixed 
route walks on Wimbledon Common in 1995 and 1996. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker 9 Dunnock 5) 
Green Woodpecker 2 Blue Tit 82 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 0.5 Great Tit 34 
Robin 32 Coal Tit 3 
Blackbird 29 Long-tailed Tit 30 
Song Thrush 7 Carrion Crow 61 
Mistle Thrush 3 Magpie 5) 


Wren 7) Jay VW 
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A SYSTEMATIC LIST FOR THE PERIOD 1974 TO 1996 


Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Recorded on passage in most years, occurring mainly during the period March to May but 
also occasionally in October and November, being most commonly observed on either 
Queensmere or Kingsmere. 


Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
A scarce visitor with just three records: single birds at Queensmere on Apr 30th 1984 and 
May 30th 1985 and at Kingsmere on Mar 19th 1995. 


Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Recorded in all years. Since 1990 has visited several of the Common’s ponds, particularly 
Kingsmere where it has become quite a regular, with up to three there in 1995. 


Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
An irregular visitor, usually in the winter. Recorded in most years with maxima of seven 
at Queensmere on Nov 6th 1983 and at Kingsmere on Feb Ist 1986. In 1995 a pair stayed 
on Queensmere for a few weeks in January and February and again in the autumn, and in 
1996 on Kingsmere in the spring. 


Greylag Goose Anser anser 
There are two recent records, prior to which this species had been recorded on only two 
occasions, flying over: two at Kingsmere on Mar 24th 1996 and two at Queensmere on 
May 18th 1996. 


Canada Goose Branta canadensis 
A frequent visitor to the larger ponds during the spring and autumn with a maximum of 20 
at Kingsmere on Apr 6th 1996. First bred in 1985 at Bluegate gravel pit where a pair have 
been successful in raising young during most years since. Following the introduction of 
an island at Kingsmere in 1991 a pair have have been successful in breeding there too, 

each year except 1993. 


Mandarin Aix galericulata 
First recorded in 1984, when a female with ducklings was observed on Beverley Brook. 
Has since become an established breeder along the brook with one or two pairs present in 
most years. 


Wigeon Anas penelope 
There are two undated records of single birds in 1974 and 1979. 


Gadwall Anas strepera 
An irregular visitor over the period. Unrecorded before 1982, after which it was observed 
in most years up to 1989, then an absence of five years before the most recent record of a 
drake at Kingsmere on Oct 22nd 1995. Apart from two autumn observations, all records 
have been of birds seen between Jan Ist and Mar 9th with a maximum of nine at 
Queensmere on Feb 28th 1987. 


Teal | Anas crecca 
There are four records of five birds: two seen regularly at Bluegate gravel pit between 
Aug 11th and Sept 18th 1988, a female at Scio Pond from the end of January to Feb 18th 
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1993, a female at Kingsmere on Oct 15th 1995 and a drake at Kingsmere from Oct 22nd 
to Nov 11th 1995. 


Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
A breeding resident with up to about ten pairs nesting each year. Families often seen on 
the ponds and along Beverley Brook. Wintering flocks of variable size occur on some of 
the ponds. 


Shoveler Anas clypeata 
One record: two at Scio Pond on Feb 9th 1982. 


Pochard Aythya ferina 
A winter visitor in small numbers. Recorded in most years between September and March, 
with the exception of a drake at Rushmere on June 16th 1995. 


Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
A non-breeding resident, occurring in small numbers in most months throughout the period, 
mainly at Queensmere, with a maximum of 32 there on Apr 13th 1996. 


Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 
Two records: an immature at Kingsmere on Feb 27th 1985 and a female on Mar 13th 
1986. 


- Smew Mergus albellus 
One record: a female at Queensmere from the 7th to the 14th December 1984. 


Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Two records: a ‘ring tail’ considered to be a probable Hen Harrier on Nov 19th 1978 and 
a female on the snow-covered golf course in January 1987. 


Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
Occasionally observed in 1978 and increasingly so from 1980 through to 1984, 
during which year the first positive evidence of breeding was established. Has since 
gone from strength to strength with no less than eight nests producing 26 young 
during 1996. 


1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 
1 3 4 5 8 
Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 


A breeding resident with about five pairs present each year, some of which may nest just 
outside the perimeter of the Common. 


Merlin Falco columbarius 
One record: a female flying over Putney Heath on Feb 19th 1986. 


Hobby Falco subbuteo 
An uncommon summer visitor, but increasingly recorded over the last few years. Prior to 
1993 there were just two records, whereas since these there have been 11 records of 14 
_ birds, some being observed feeding on dragonflies at Kingsmere. 
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Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa 
Two records: two separate observations of singles, possibly the same bird, on Apr 12th 
1985 and one on Putney Heath on Aug 29th 1995. 


Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Several observations during 1974 and 1975, but unrecorded since. 


Pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
Bred up to 1976 and was frequently recorded up to 1981, at which time it would seem to 
have suffered a rapid decline. A male was regularly recorded on Putney Heath during the 
summer of 1986 and there was a single observation in 1987, but has since become a very 
scarce visitor with just four records of five birds. 


Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
A resident, with a few pairs breeding in most years - exceptionally eight in 1995. Favours 
those ponds with vegetation on which to breed, but also regularly seen and thought to 
breed along Beverley Brook. 


Coot Fulica atra 
Recorded as a non-breeding resident up to 1979. Bred in 1980 and by 1986 five pairs had 
established nesting territories. There have been yearly fluctuations in the number of 
breeding pairs since, due mainly to pond water levels being poor in some years. However, 
since 1993 at least four pairs have established territories each year, with six in 1995. 


Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Recorded in most years up to 1987, usually flying over, but has since become a very 
scarce visitor with only one record of a bird seen west of North View on Aug Ist 1995. On 
Jan 22nd 1984 65 birds flew over and on the same day 13 were on the playing fields. In 
1983 a pair was present on the large meadow near the Windmill from May 15th to 24th. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus 
Two records: one flushed at the western edge, near Brook Cottage, on Feb 24th 1985 and 
one at Hookhamslade Pond on Apr 13th 1994. 


Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
A winter, spring and autumn visitor, regularly flushed on the large meadow and in the 
marshy areas around Hookhamslade Pond during wet years but noticeably absent when 
conditions are dry, as indeed they have been for some years now; as a result there have 
been very few records since 1987. When present, they usually occur in ones and twos, 
with a maximum of seven on Apr 3rd 1983. 


Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 
Unrecorded from 1974 to 1978, but observed during winter in most years since; in all a 
_ total of 26 single birds. In addition there was a summer observation on July 11th 1983. 


Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
One record: one at Kingsmere on May 16th 1995S. 


Common Sandpiper - Actitis hypoleucos 
A passage migrant, observed in ones and twos in most years, usually at Bluegate gravel 
pit or Kingsmere. Recorded on spring passage between Apr 3rd and May 24th and in 
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autumn between July 20th and Sept Ist. There has been one winter observation of a bird 
along Beverley Brook on Feb 16th 1985. 


Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
An abundant winter visitor to the ponds and playing fields; with the exception of May and 
June, likely to be seen in all months of the year. 


Common Gull Larus canus 
A common winter visitor but not as widespread or numerous as the Black-headed Gull. 
Congregates mainly on the playing fields, where its numbers sometimes exceed a hundred 
birds: 121 on Nov 27th 1983 and 310 on Jan 19th 1986. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus 
A scarce winter and autumn visitor, usually observed at Kingsmere or Rushmere and 
occasionally on the playing fields. 


Herring Gull Larus argentatus 
Recorded in most winters, usually flying over, but individuals do occasionally turn up on 
some of the ponds, particularly first- and second-winter birds. 


Great Black -backed Gull Larus marinus 
Recorded in most winters, usually flying over. Occasionally recorded as a rare visitor on 
the ponds and playing fields. 


7 Feral Rock Dove Columba livia 
Present all year, but probably breeds outside the area. Usually seen in flocks of variable 
size feeding on the playing fields and other areas close to the Common’s periphery. 


Stock Dove Columba oenas 
Recorded in all years except 1974. One or two pairs are suspected to have bred in most 
years but evidence of this is restricted to just three: 1975, 1976 and 1985. Often seen in 
the company of Woodpigeons on the playing fields during the summer, with a maximum 
of 61 on May 15th 1992. 


Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 
A common breeding resident, but rarely present in large numbers. 


Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Recorded in most years but never frequently. A pair was present at Warren Farm during 
May and June 1985 and may have bred. 


Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 
Recorded on passage in several years, usually in late April and May. One on Oct 12th 
1985 is the only autumn record, and there is one summer record of a bird singing on June 
11th 1984. 


Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
A scarce and comparatively recent visitor to the Common with just three records: two 
observed in trees near the Windmill in August 1987, five flying low over the large meadow 
on Oct 29th 1995 and six flying across the playing fields on Oct 19th 1996. 
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Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
A few birds were present and bred, or probably bred, in all years up to 1987. On June 2nd 
_ 1977 a female was actually observed depositing an egg in the nest of a Dunnock, which 

was hidden in bramble on the former site of Brickfield Cottage. Has since been recorded 
as a passage migrant, with some years producing only isolated reports of males singing. 
There were, however, more promising signs during 1996 with reports of birds being heard 
over a much longer period than in recent years, raising hopes that they may stay to breed 
again before long. 


Barn Owl Tyto alba 
Two records, which are probably of escapes: one undated observation in 1978 and one on 
Nov 30th 1989. 


Tawny Owl Strix aluco 
A breeding resident with at least three to four territories being held in most years. Pairs 
tend to remain loyal to a nesting site for many years, and consequently proof of breeding 
is often much easier to establish than with many other species, and juveniles are usually 
recorded each year. 


Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
There are two records, probably of the same bird, on Nov 4th and 24th 1985 in the area 
surrounding Hookhamslade Pond. 


Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
One record: one observed flying towards the Common near the junction of Windmill Rd 
and Parkside on Aug 29th 1995. 


Swift Apus apus 
A common summer visitor, most frequently seen and heard overhead during June, when 
many birds often feed low over the large meadow. Almost certainly breeds in buildings on 
or around the Common. 


Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
Single birds recorded in most years up to 1981, usually in the autumn and winter. Not 
reported from 1982 to 1986 but observed on numerous occasions since, being recorded in 
most months of the year. The presence of a pair breeding in neighbouring Richmond Park 
during this period must no doubt have contributed to its increased visits to the Common. 
The vast majority of observations have been made along Beverley Brook, the exceptions 
being individuals at Kingsmere on Oct 10th 1988, Sept 14th 1994 and June 27th 1995, 
and one at Fishponds on May 15th 1995. 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla 
One record: one observed on Sept 6th 1976. 


Green Woodpecker Picus viridis 
A breeding resident, widespread and successful. All the evidence would suggest that its 
numbers have increased markedly since 1974. Individuals regularly seen feeding on open 
areas of short grassland such as the golf course fairways. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 
5 8 10 10 2 
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Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
A breeding resident. Without doubt the most common and widespread of the three 
woodpeckers, its numbers having more than doubled over the period. The abundance of 
rotting birches on which to feed and in which it so frequently nests is probably the primary 
reason for its success. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1989 
1 12 14 DA 25 25 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 


A resident, with a few pairs probably breeding in all years. A much scarcer and generally 
more elusive species than the other two woodpeckers, making it both difficult to locate 
and assess, but its numbers appear to have remained fairly stable throughout. 


Woodlark Lullula arborea 
Ther are four records: one undated observation in 1974, one on May 11th 1979, one in 
song-flight between the large meadow and Hookhamslade Pond in May 1981 and one 
observed feeding nearby on June 2nd of the same year. 


Skylark Alauda arvensis 
A breeding resident which has declined in both range and number over the period. Several 
pairs bred through the 1970s and early 1980s with territories extending north towards 
Kingsmere and south beyond Hookhamslade Pond, but since 1984 the heathland sites 
‘have been deserted, with one, or possibly two, pairs now confined to breeding on the large 
meadow. Since 1986 at least one pair have held territory, two in 1996. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 
5 6 4 2 1 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia 


A scarce migrant, small groups being observed in some years, usually in the autumn. 


Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Bred up to 1981 and probably in 1982, but with the loss of at least one former breeding 
site, has since become only a passage migrant. 


House Martin Delichon urbica 
A regular summer visitor with parties of birds commonly seen feeding over the ponds or 
collecting mud for nest-building. A few pairs have bred in most years, using the gables of 
buildings on Putney Heath and those of the Richardson Evans pavilion on the Common 
extension, but apparently not in 1995 or 1996, when the species was scarce locally. 


Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
The story of the Tree Pipit over the period is a sorry one, being one of a number of former 
breeding species that has since declined and eventually disappeared from the Common - 
or more specifically from the open heathland on the Common’s eastern plateau. Like the 
Skylark, the Tree Pipit’s range once extended north, almost to Kingsmere, and south beyond 
Hookhamslade Pond and included a territory on that area of the large meadow dotted with 
trees, but since 1990 there has been just one record of this species with no evidence of 
breeding. 


L9SDI WOSSAD LISA MOSS ISON NIST MISS. AISI A990 
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Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
Formerly a common breeding resident on the heathland, this once familiar bird suffered 
a sharp decline in numbers during the 1980s with territories tumbling from 13 in 1983 
to just one by 1988 and, like the Skylark, breeding is now confined to the large meadow 
where single pairs held territories in 1994 and 1996, being absent in the summers of 1991 
to 1993 and again in 1995. 


1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
16 11 il D, 3 l 1 1 


Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
A scarce migrant with just four records, three of which are undated observations from 
1976, 1978 and 1980, and the other of two birds at Bluegate gravel pit on Apr 23rd 1987. 


Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
A resident, with one or two pairs breeding along Beverley Brook in most years. Seldom 
seen elsewhere on the Common but is an occasional visitor to the ponds in winter. 


Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrelli 
One or two pairs bred in most years up to 1985 but has become much scarcer since a 
regular nesting site was demolished in 1986. Bred in 1989 and again in 1993, since when 
there have been only occasional observations, mainly at the ponds, particularly Rushmere. 


Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 
An abundant and widespread breeding resident. 


Dunnock Prunella modularis 
A common breeding resident, but suspected of having declined slightly in recent years. 


Robin Erithacus rubecula 
An abundant breeding resident, and one of the most numerous species in the woodland, 
with normally about two pairs to the hectare. 


Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
Two records: one singing on Putney Heath on the 26th and 27th of Apr 1975 and one 
singing near Jerry’s Pond on May 15th 1987. 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 
One record: a female observed near White Cottage on Apr 24th 1988. 


Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

A scarce passage migrant, recorded on just six occasions over the period: two undated 

records from 1974 and 1979, a female on Aug 25th 1982, a male on Oct 4th 1988, a 
female on Apr 23rd and one on Oct 7th 1989. 


Redstart sp. Phoenicurus sp 
One observed near Bluegate gravel pit on Dec 10th 1986 would almost certainly have 
been a Black Redstart. 


Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
A regular passage migrant, recorded in both spring and autumn. Observed in spring between 
Apr 15th and May 23rd and in autumn between July 17th and Sept 24th. 
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Stonechat Saxicola torquata 
Resident from 1974 to 1976 but not thought to have bred. A pair did breed successfully 
in 1980 but, that apart, has since become a very scarce visitor, usually in the winter. 


Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
A regular passage migrant, recorded mostly in the spring between Mar 17th and May 
23rd, with a maximum of six on Apr 2nd 1986, and to a lesser extent in the autumn from 
August to early October. 


Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus 
A rare passage migrant, unrecorded on the Common since the 1970s. There are three 
records: a female on Apr 8th 1975, a female from Apr 8th to the 10th 1976 and a male on 
Apr 16th 1977. 


Blackbird Turdus merula 
A common and widespread breeding resident. 


Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 
A regular winter visitor and autumn migrant varying in numbers from year to year, being 
plentiful only during and after severe weather. Large flocks can often be seen flying over 
early on autumn mornings. Recorded between mid-August and May 3rd, with a maximum 
of at least 250 on Jan 27th 1984. 


Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
A breeding resident which was thought to have declined recently, and which probably 
has to some extent over the period, but a count of 46 singing males in 1996 was a little 
higher than expected and an encouraging sign that its numbers may perhaps be on the 
increase. 


Redwing Turdus iliacus 
A regular winter visitor and autumn migrant. Generally more widespread and abundant 
than the Fieldfare, and particularly numerous during hard winters. Large flocks may often 
be seen on autumn migration from vantage points such as the large mound. With the 
exception of a late straggler on May 11th 1996, all observations have been between Sept 
12th and Apr 24th, with a maximum of 700 on Nov 12th 1983. 


Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
A breeding resident with 20 to 30 pairs present when last counted over a four year period 
during the mid-1980s. If anything, it would appear to have become a little less numerous 
in recent years and has probably declined somewhat. 


Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia 
A rare passage migrant, with just three records: one singing on the large mound on Apr 
17th 1985 and singing birds on Putney Heath on Apr 10th and the Acropolis on May 21st 
1988. 


Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
There are four records: one undated observation in 1976, one at Warren Farm on Apr 
17th 1989, one singing in brambles near Tibbet’s Corner on May 30th 1994 and one 
observed singing on the large mound on May 6th 1995. 
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
A scarce passage migrant. There are six records: two undated observations from 1974 
and 1975, one singing from the 3rd to the 8th of May 1981, one singing in birch scrub 
near Hookhamslade Pond from the Ist to the 20th June 1982, one on Sept 9th 1985 and 
one singing on the Acropolis on May 21st 1988. 


Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
A regular summer visitor, with several pairs breeding each year; its best summer being 
1985 when nine pairs were present. But scarce in 1995 and 1996. 


-Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
A regular breeding summer visitor whose numbers, having been small but fluctuating 
over most of the period, have more than doubled over the past few years. 


1990 199] 1992 MDS} 1994 1995 1996 
5 6 6 6 13 18 19 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin 


A regular breeding summer visitor with between four and seven pairs present each year in 
the 1980s. Like the Whitethroat, with whom it often shares the same habitat, its numbers 
have increased in recent years, but to a lesser extent. 


1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
5 6 6 12 8 8 10 
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 


A common and widespread breeding summer visitor, without doubt the most numerous of 
the warblers, its numbers having increased substantially since the beginning of the 1980s. 


1983 1984 1985 1986 1989 1994 1995 
45 58 63 59 70 61 89 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 


One record: one on Oct 25th 1988. 


Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
A passage migrant with spring records of singing males in most years. Has bred in only 
three years during the period: in 1985 when there were nine singing males and five 
territories established, and in 1986 and 1987 when single pairs nested. 


Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
A common breeding summer visitor whose numbers have steadily increased over the 
period, with the exception of an apparent reduction in 1996. 


1984 1986 1989 1994 1995 1996 
16 21 29 30 38 34 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 


A regular breeding summer visitor and formerly by far the most abundant warbler 
on the Common with over 100 pairs present during the 1980s. In the early 1990s, 
this species suffered an unexplained serious decline in numbers nationally, and 
this was reflected by a reduction to one-fifth of its previous population on the 
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Common, where most have now disappeared from once favoured breeding areas, 
particularly those on the plateau’s heathland where the loss of much essential ground 
cover will not have helped. Nevertheless, where suitable habitat does exist, several pairs 
do still breed on the heathland, and, in fact, discounting the large meadow, the Willow 
Warbler is currently the only ground nesting species to do so, albeit in greatly reduced 
numbers. 


1982 1983 1984 1986 1993 1994 1995 1996 
WN) Lee 104 96 16 21 33 20 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 


A breeding resident with several pairs present in most years, but less after cold winters. 
There were fewer records of birds breeding in the early 1990s, and in 1993 and 1994 
there were no records at all, but it would appear to have since recovered, with ten pairs 
present in 1995 and six in 1996. Also a winter visitor, often widespread and abundant 
between October and April. 


Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 
Since 1979 there have been 13 records of 16 birds, being observed between Oct 9th and 
Apr 10th with a maximum of three on Nov 3rd 1988. 


Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
A passage migrant which is now far less encountered than in previous years. Several pairs 
bred up to 1990 and a pair in 1992, but since then it has become a surprisingly scarce bird 
on the Common, reflecting a downward trend nationally. 


Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
A scarce passage migrant, seen mainly in the spring. There are five records: one on Aug 
22nd 1974, one on Apr 30th 1978, a male on May Sth 1984 and females on Apr 23rd and 
24th 1988. 


Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 
A common and widespread breeding resident which has increased considerably over the 
period. Last counted in 1986 when 33 pairs were present, but its numbers may well have 
doubled since. Family gatherings of at least 60 birds may be met with in June and July, 
dispersing into more moderate groups by the winter. 


Marsh Tit Parus palustris 
Recorded in most years up to 1983 and probably bred in 1982 and 1983, but there have 
been no records since. 


Willow Tit Parus montanus 
Observed in most years up to 1978, and a pair bred in 1979, but recorded on only two 
occasions since: one on Jan 23rd 1983 and one on Feb 14th 1988. 


Coal Tit Parus ater 
Still a moderately common breeding resident, whose numbers were increasing between 
1983 and 1985 but have declined considerably since then. 


1983 1984 1985 1994 1995 1996 
36 40 48 17 15 18 
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Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 
An abundant breeding resident in wooded areas, with probably a few hundred pairs 
present. — 


Great Tit Parus major 
A common breeding resident, widespread in wooded areas but not as abundant as the 
Blue Tit. 


Nuthatch Sitta europaea 
A breeding resident with about 15 pairs present in the 1980s but fewer in recent years. 


Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 
A breeding resident with a preference for mature wooded areas, present in small, apparently 
fluctuating, numbers in all years. 


Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus 
One record: one singing on May 4th 1984. 


Jay Garrulus glandarius 
A common breeding resident with probably over 50 pairs present. 


Magpie Pica pica 
A common breeding resident which has increased noticeably in recent years; 32 pairs 
bred in 1996. 


Jackdaw Corvus monedula 
A non-breeding resident, most commonly seen on the playing fields having made the 
short journey from Richmond Park where large numbers regularly breed. Flocks of 50 or 
more have occasionally been recorded, with a maximum of 72 on Mar 20th 1976. Many 
join Carrion Crows coming to roost in the woodland, but it is unclear as to whether or not 
they stay or fly on to the regular roost at Motspur Park. Increasingly seen and heard in the 
Putney Heath area in recent years. 


Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
A very numerous breeding resident with probably more than 30 pairs nesting, but at least 
a hundred birds can be seen throughout the year at the Wimbledon end of the plateau. 
Large numbers come from miles around to roost in the woodland, and some counts, usually 
in January and February, have exceeded a thousand birds. 


Hooded Crow Corvus corone cornix 
Two records: one on Mar 17th 1975 and one on Feb 15th 1976. 


Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
A common breeding resident with probably well over a hundred pairs present. Huge, 
clamorous flocks dominate areas of the woodland in late May and early June, but it is 
comparatively scarce in autumn and winter. 


House Sparrow _ Passer domesticus 
A breeding resident, nesting mainly in buildings around the perimeter of the Common 
but also locally in those on Putney Heath and at the Windmill complex. 
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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Bred or probably bred up to 1981 but has since become a scarce visitor, usually in the 
winter. A maximum of 100 to 120 on Dec 21st 1976. 


Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
A breeding resident with 40 to 50 pairs present in most years, but can be rather scarce in 
the winter. 


Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 
An occasional winter visitor and passage migrant with a maximum of five on Apr 16th 
1987. 


Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 
A breeding resident, being almost entirely confined to the edge of the Common, usually 
where there are suitable conifer shrubs. Favoured localities include Putney Vale cemetery, 
Beverley Meads car park and the area around Brook Cottage. 


Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
A resident and autumn visitor with a few pairs breeding in most years. Mostly seen during 
the autumn when small flocks visit areas of seeding weeds. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus 
A regular winter visitor in small numbers but in occasional years occurring in large flocks: 
over 200 present in the winter of 1975-6 and over a hundred from January to March 1982. 


Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
A common breeding bird up to the mid-1980s, mainly in areas of gorse which were then 
more plentiful along the plateau’s heathland, including Putney Heath, but declined rapidly 
after 1985 and last bred in 1987. Has now become a very scarce visitor with just two 
records since 1990. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 
9 8 5 5 0 l 
Redpoll Carduelis flammea 


A regular winter visitor and yet another former breeding resident which once commonly 
nested around the plateau and which has since declined and disappeared as such. At the 
start of the period, winter flocks occasionally exceeded a hundred birds with a maximum 
of 150 on Mar 4th 1974, but more recently flocks have tended to be smaller and less 
commonly encountered. 


MOS AQSE ANDSS - UDSG — UST MN exss IID NMDA 
y) 8 Y) 9 4 2 3 4 2 


Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
A rather scarce breeding resident; once more plentiful in areas of thorny scrub with up to 
about 20 pairs breeding during the 1980s, but has certainly declined in recent years with 
probably as few as four or five pairs now present. 


_ Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
One record: one on Putney Heath on Jan 27th 1987. 
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Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 
A regular breeding resident during the 1970s and early 1980s but, like the Linnet, has 
since declined and disappeared from its former stronghold along the eastern plateau. During 
the mid-1970s there were eight to ten pairs present, but by 1982 their numbers had 
fallen to four, last breeding in 1984. Perhaps more than any other species lost to the 
Common, the Yellowhammer would appear to have made a much cleaner break, with 
very few sightings after 1984 and no records at all since 1990. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 
4 3 0 
Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 


Another former breeding resident, once quite numerous, but like several other species 
allied to the plateau, has declined and disappeared, albeit more recently. In the case of the 
Reed Bunting, it is perhaps fair to surmise that a succession of particularly dry years may 
have contributed to its decline. A few pairs hung on to breed into the early 1990s in the 
areas around Bluegate gravel pit and Hookhamslade Pond but there has been no evidence 
of this since 1993. Still regularly recorded on spring passage with occasional reports of 
singing males, it remains perhaps the most likely of our lost breeding birds to make a 
welcome return. 


1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1983 1989 1990 1997 V9 OD oe 
16 18 15 15 12 8 7 8 6 2 3 4 0 
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The Changing Year: 
Birdwatching in 
Tottenham, 1996 


P. Lambert 


When I tell people my hobby is birdwatching 
they often say, “Oh you're a twitcher”. But I am 
not. It is rare for me to go anywhere to see an 
unusual bird that has been reported. My enjoyment comes from my almost daily visits 
to Tottenham Cemetery and Bruce Castle Park (next door to each other), and from regular 
weekly visits to Tottenham Marsh and Walthamstow Reservoirs. What is it that interests 
me in all this? I do get enjoyment when unusual birds turn up there (and maybe I even 
twitch a bit with excitement), but the persistent pleasure is observing the changing 
seasons. This comes through most strongly in the walks round Bruce Castle Park and 
Tottenham Cemetery, even though it is surrounded by houses and is in a built up part of 
north London. This article is an attempt to convey this pleasure and the enjoyment the 
changing year can bring to birdwatching. 

JANUARY, the beginning of our year; but for the natural world it is a continuation 
of the winter that started in November or December. January Ist started overcast, with 
ice about. The Nuthatch is calling in Bruce Castle Park, a recent addition to our birdlife 
here. A pair have been resident since 1991, with two pairs in some years. Some birds are 
still singing - Robin, Blue Tit, Wren, Coal Tit and Great Tit. Jays are about, a more 
confiding bird here than they often are in woods. Four Long-tailed Tits are feeding 
together, another recent addition like the Nuthatch. They started to breed in 1992 and 
one or two pairs are now regular. A beautiful, delicate addition to our bird life. The pond 
in the Cemetery still has a lot of ice on it but there are three Pochard and four Tufted 
Duck on the remaining open water, together with the usual Coot, Mallard, Moorhen and 
Canada Geese. There are also three Great Spotted Woodpeckers in the trees round the 
pond, a male and two females. They are chasing, calling and even drumming from time- 
to-time. This, the commonest of our three woodpeckers, is here most of the year, and 
these are probably starting to pair up. No Cormorants are seen today, but regularly over 
the next few days they fly over going north-west or coming back south-east, on their 
way to and from nearby Walthamstow Reservoirs. The first week of January continues 
with a Mistle Thrush beginning to sing and Redwings in the trees, or passing over. On 
one morning there is a lot of Redwing movement early: after 07.50 hrs, when six Redwings 
went south-east calling, there are groups of 20, 16, 18 etc, all going south, south-east or 
south-west. By 08.15 hrs, when the movement seems to stop, about 160 birds have gone 
through in twenty five minutes. Later in the week a Song Thrush and a Dunnock sing 
briefly, some Shoveler turn up on the pond, and one or two Fieldfares are seen. 

In the second week of January, a pair of Sparrowhawks make an appearance, probably 
our resident pair. This is another addition over recent years. The first Sparrowhawk ever 
seen was one in 1988, but from 1990 they were seen all year, and since 1994 a pair have 
bred here. Now they are seen more often than Kestrels, not only skimming low through 
_ the trees in the Cemetery, but also hunting over the local gardens too. 

By the end of January, Grey Herons are flying over going to and from Walthamstow 
Reservoirs, Goldcrests have been displaying, Stock Doves have been seen in the trees 
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around the pond, a Grey Wagtail along the stream and Shoveler are regular at the pond. 
A Tawny Ow] is heard singing one evening, Cormorants are now fishing in the pond, 
some cherry blossom has appeared and more birds are singing. Starling, Feral Rock 
Dove, Blackbird and Greenfinch have joined the others. 

FEBRUARY starts with two Mute Swans appearing on the pond. One has a white 
tag on its leg marked W7, so these are not the regular pair from Pymmes Park that 
sometimes breed here. The Stock Dove at the pond is singing now. It is very hard to be 
sure whether or not they breed here, but they may do. A pair of Goosander are seen 
flying north-west on a morning when snow is falling. Since 1993 they have been spotted 
two or three times each year, usually in January or February. I think these are birds 
going from Walthamstow Reservoir to Grovelands Park, as they are seen in both places, 
and the directions are right. 

In the second week snowdrops appear (appropriately enough in the snow), and a pair 
of Sparrowhawks start to display. They fly with much slower rather halting flight than 
normal, with one above the other. Then they circle round with the smaller (presumably 
male) bird above. There is also a Carrion Crow behaving strangely one morning which 
may also be connected with breeding. It is flying low overhead, swooping up and down 
with its feet hanging down. When I get my binoculars on it I find that it has a twig in its 
beak which it dropped and then flew down and caught in its bill. Then it passed the twig 
to its feet, still in flight, and then back to its bill again. I do not see this ever again. The 
week ends with more movement of Redwings. 

In the third week a Jackdaw flies high south-east calling. Jackdaws are only usually 
seen here passing over, most often in March and October. This is the earliest record to 
date. The two Pymmes Park Mute Swans also turn up. They have blue rings on their legs 
with 98A and 99A on them. In the years they breed here, they then cause a lot of 
commotion by walking their young north to Pymmes Park, which involves crossing the 
North Circular road near the North Middlesex Hospital! A couple of times the RSPCA 
have captured the family before they can do this and taken them to Pymmes Park by 
van. But when they did this the first time the birds did not breed here the next year. The 
RSPCA took them again last year, so will they stay to breed here this year? (In case the 
suspense is too much, no, they do not. Perhaps they will try again in 1997.) Of course 
the interesting thing is how the two adult birds who fly here to breed, can find their way 
back walking. Can they smell the water, or what? 

By the third week daffodils and crocuses are out, a Magpie is taking twigs into a tree 
for a nest, and some Meadow Pipits pass over calling. Like the Jackdaws, these birds only 
pass over, mostly in March (and again in September and October) so these are early birds. 
A Blackcap is singing quietly, deep ina holly tree, presumably a male that may have spent 
the winter here. Later in the week I catch a glimpse of the black cap and grey body of this 
bird, so it is a male. The Sparrowhawks are very active, sometimes displaying, and one 
morning I get a close view of the male sitting in the tree with the red bars across its breast 
very prominent now. 

In the last week of February there is a Coot sitting on a nest on the pond, a Goldcrest 
is singing, and a Redpoll flies south calling. This is another bird that is usually only seen 
(heard really) going overhead. 

MARCH opens with groups of Redwings beginning to sing from the trees. They 
make a noise like rather tuneful Starlings and seem to like to sing in groups. The first 
Siskin of the year also appears, going over north-west calling. The display of Sparrowhawks 
continues with three birds together some days. Is this third bird a stray one entering our 
pair’s territory, or is it one of their young coming back home? By now the display is a bit 
more elaborate including one of the birds plummeting down out of the sky and then 
‘bouncing’ back up. Some days there are also three Great Spotted Woodpeckers together, 
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chasing and chattering, as well as drumming. One morning a male Great Spotted 
Woodpecker seems to be enlarging a hole in the oak near the west gate in the Park. Are 
they going to breed here this year? At the end of the first week there is also a nice 
looking male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker tapping the trunk of an alder tree by the pond. 
A Cormorant swimming in the pond is in breeding plumage with a large white thigh- 
patch and silver streaking in the feathers on its head. More signs of breeding are the 
splitting up of the groups of Long-tailed Tits into pairs, and Carrion Crows breaking 
twigs off an ash in the Park for nesting. 

By the second week of March the Redwing that are still around are singing more 
like thrushes now, and one day there is a movement of Lapwings going west: 56 go over 
in small groups in an hour. The Nuthatch in the Park has started to sing and four Jays are 
chasing each other, making shrill calls rather like parrots. But the Mute Swans go, 
presumably to breed at Pymmes Park where the RSPCA will not disturb them. However a 
primrose is out as well as some lesser celandine, so spring is on the way. 

The third week of March and a few pairs of Carrion Crows are nest-building now. A 
Greenfinch flies round the Park singing on. its display flight. They always remind me of 
bats the first time I see them do this again. There is also a pair of Mallard standing 
together on top of the church roof, are they using this vantage point to spy out a suitable 
nest site? There are still Redwing singing, and two male Shovelers on the pond are 
displaying, bobbing their heads up and down at each other. A pair of Mistle Thrushes in 
the Park have started to build a nest in the fork of a tree, but it is quite low down and 
exposed. There is also a Stock Dove in the Park one morning flying round in circles 
before landing in the oaks, which may be on display flight. They certainly have bred in 
the oaks 1n the past. In the Cemetery a Woodpigeon flies into an ivy-covered tree with a 
twig in its bill, presumably building a nest here. Another Jackdaw turns up, this one 
calling from the top of a tree amongst the Carrion Crows. There is definitely a pair of 
Stock Doves round the pond and one is singing too. One morning a Grey Heron at the 
edge of the pond is eating a large frog (or toad, I cannot tell for sure). The third week 
ends with a Sand Martin flying low over the houses as I walk to the Park, a rarity here, 
and my first summer visitor here this year! 

The fourth week of March and more Meadow Pipits start to go north calling. Several 
pairs of Mallards are on the ground in various places, more nest-prospecting perhaps, and 
the Nuthatch in the Park is calling a lot near the tennis courts. A pleasant surprise one 
morning is three Teal joining the ducks on the pond. This is only the second time I have 
seen Teal here and one of them is a handsome male bird. Another Jackdaw goes over, this 
one heading south, and a Budgerigar provides a surprising splash of yellow in the poplars 
one day. Coltsfoot is in flower by the pond and after seeing a Mistle Thrush dive-bomb a 
Grey Squirrel near the pond I find a Mistle Thrush sitting on a nest in a fork of a poplar. 
March ends with a Canada Goose on a nest on one of the islands on the pond. 

APRIL starts with a Cormorant circling with a twig in its bill and then flying off 
south-east. Is it taking nesting material to Walthamstow Reservoir where they breed? And 
if so, why? There must be more than enough twigs at Walthamstow. A Chiffchaffis singing, 
my second summer visitor. The Stock Dove is flying around the Park on slow wingbeats, 
definite display flight, and it is also singing. So there could be two pairs in the area, one at 
the pond and one here. The male Great Spotted Woodpecker is still pecking at the hole in 
the oak, and in the Cemetery the male Sparrowhawk is calling quietly from near where 
they nested last year. The Mistle Thrush by the pond is now busy chasing Magpies away 
from where its mate is sitting on the nest, but the pair in the Park seem to have abandoned 
_ their nest. There is a Chaffinch singing in the Cemetery. They are not very common here 
but they may be breeding, and a female Mallard is sitting on a nest in a hole in an oak tree 
near the pond. 
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More summer visitors arrive in the second week of April; three Willow Warblers are 
singing one morning. Horse chestnut leaves start to burst out of their sticky buds, and 
frogspawn appears in the pond, while the Black-headed Gulls and Common Gulls 
disappear. The Shovelers have also gone, off to breed somewhere. 

The third week of April starts with the last Fieldfare of this ‘winter’ and the last 
Redwing. But also the first Swallows go north along with an early Swift. They are not 
usually here until the end of April. There are also two red-eared terrapins basking on a 
dead branch lying in the pond, a donation to the local wildlife by someone. Some butterflies 
come out in the sun, a comma, two peacocks and a white butterfly, perhaps a green-veined 
white. Another pair of Mistle Thrushes are nest building in the Cemetery and two large 
juvenile Woodpigeons are walking on the ground with two adults; they must have laid 
very early. There are now one or two Blackcaps singing and these are probably migrants 
rather than my earlier wintering one. A holly blue butterfly flutters past one morning. 

The fourth week of April and a Great Spotted Woodpecker peeks out of the hole in the 
oak tree in the Park, so nesting looks likely. A pair of Blackbirds are calling angrily by an 
ivy-covered tree, ata Magpie which is inside the ivy - after eggs or young | am afraid. The 
same morning there is a Garden Warbler singing near the pond and a male Whitethroat 
appears too, singing gently. The Whitethroat is quite a rarity here. A Mallard and three 
young appear on the pond, but I am afraid they soon disappear. A House Martin appears 
for the first time and then one morning a Hobby was cruising around at tree-top height 
with prey in its feet! Like the Sparrowhawk this is another bird of prey which has increased 
dramatically in the 1990s, and it is now seen regularly here, in spring and autumn, usually 
flying around like this one. 

April ends with another Jackdaw, this one flying north-west, a speckled wood butterfly, 
two more lots of Mallards with young, the horse chestnuts coming into flower, and the 
Nuthatch in the Park taking food to a hole, either for its mate or for young. The first ever 
Sedge Warbler turns up and sings from the willows by the pond and a pair of Pochard 
appear on the pond with one small young one. They breed here from time to time, but this 
one is very early and unfortunately the youngster is not seen again. 

‘MAY starts with a Starling at the Great Spotted Woodpecker’s hole, so it looks as 
though the woodpecker may have left it. Most resident birds have settled down to their | 
nesting sites. It looks like there are two pairs of Long-tailed Tits, two pairs of Coal Tits, and 
possibly three pairs of Blackcaps. A Jay is seen carrying a large twig into an ivy-covered 
hawthorn, where presumably its nest is being made. Another Garden Warbler sings for a 
few days before moving on. The Mallard that was in the hole in the oak has come off the 
nest, but there is no sign of any young on the pond. But one pair of Canada Geese have 
managed to hatch four young. There are more insects about now and one morning there are 
a lot of House Sparrows in the sycamore trees along the stream taking advantage of this 
extra food supply. Later a second pair of Canada Geese appear with young, and a Long- 
tailed Tit appears with a very bent tail, which may be the female off the nest. 

In the second week of May another Hobby is seen, again cruising at tree-top height. The 
first Coot young appear and a third lot of Canada Geese young. The Mistle Thrushes by the 
pond have large young in the trees with them and so does the pair in the Cemetery. Starling 
young have hatched too and are being fed in their nest in a hole in a horse chestnut tree. 

After a week away in Wales, I return to find a Spotted Flycatcher hawking for insects. 
This is usually the last of the summer visitors to arrive here, but sadly they no longer 
breed. They seem to have steadily declined for some unknown reason. In fact this is the 
only bird seen here this spring. One pair of Long-tailed Tits have managed to produce at 
least six young and the group of eight birds are flitting through the trees. Later in the week 
there is a pair of Linnets on the grass in the Park eating the dandelions. There is also a 
male Chaffinch about too in the Park so it may be breeding here. In the Cemetery both 
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a male and a female Great Spotted Woodpecker have been seen by the stream. Are they 
breeding here instead of in the Park? There is also a second pair of Long-tailed Tits seen 
with young. 

By the start of JUNE juvenile Starlings are out feeding noisily and there is also a late 
Chiffchaff which passes through. A female Sparrowhawk is flying around with very ragged- 
looking wings. This is probably the female off the nest - have the young hatched? I can be 
more certain about the Great Spotted Woodpeckers because there are young calling from 
an oak along the stream. They make a sound that, as the book says, is like “rusty scissors”, 
and which goes on continually. I also see one of the adults fly into the tree, but there is 
such a lot of ivy on the tree that I can not locate the actual nest hole. This is the first time 
I have ever known woodpeckers to breed here, so it is an exciting day. By the end of the 
first week of June I have heard young Nuthatches out of their nest in the Park and there 
are more speckled wood butterflies about. The harsher side of nature is revealed by a Jay 
near the pond flying into a tree with a young bird in its beak, which it then proceeded to 
eat. I could not work out what bird it was. The next morning the boot is almost on the other 
foot when a young Jay is on the ground at about the same place, but Magpies are attacking 
it. An adult Jay is trying to drive the Magpies off, but when I walk over the adults all fly 
off and the young Jay manages to fly up and squeeze into the yew hedge here. Safe for 
now at least! The next morning 1s one of the very rare days here when I hear a Cuckoo, but 
I do not see it. Some Black-headed Gulls fly over as well, these are the first of the returning 
‘second-winter’ birds. 

The second week of June starts with young Blue Tits calling from inside a metal gate 
post! The top has broken off and perhaps they feel safe from predators down the bottom 
of their metal chute. Nineteen Lapwing fly north-west one morning. There seems to be a 
regular passage at this time of the year and it is almost always going north-west. Presumably 
this is the movement of birds which have bred, or failed to breed, but where are they 
from? From somewhere south of London or from the continent? The next day I see a 
young Great Spotted Woodpecker near the nest-site and do not hear the “rusty scissors” 
sound anymore, so they have flown. 

A group of five Nuthatches are together in the Park in the third week of June, so it 
looks as though at least three young have been raised. There is also a large juvenile Jay in 
the churchyard, where I have seen a pair of Jays regularly, so it looks like there were two 
successful pairs this year. The Stock Doves are still being seen around the pond, and now 
I see one disappear into a hole in the plane tree so it looks as though they are trying to 
breed. My first painted lady butterfly turns up, which is part of the national invasion that 
takes place this year and there is a red admiral too. 

During the last week of June I disturb a female Mallard that is washing itself in one of 
the water tanks in the Cemetery; not quite what the council had in mind for these. Another 
group of small Mallard young appears on the pond - will these survive or not? A Hobby 
flies out of the poplars in the Cemetery and flies off north-east. This is the first I have seen 
in the trees this year, maybe it was resting after feeding. A Moorhen on the pond is taking 
food onto one of the islands so may have managed to produce young. I think the competition 
with all the Coots is a problem for them. 

JULY begins with a dead Woodpigeon near the pond which is still warm, and there 
are a few feathers lying by it. Perhaps I disturbed the Sparrowhawk? A Cockatiel is flying 
around livening things up one morning and a female Grey Wagtail puts in an appearance 
at the pond; they are rare here during the summer. The second week produces juvenile 
Coal Tits, another Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, a comma butterfly and a meadow brown. 
. also see one young Moorhen on the pond. 

The third week and I find two young Sparrowhawks calling from a nest. I did not 
know for sure which tree they were nesting in until the young started calling. This is also 
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the day a Common Gull appears back, the first returning birds. One morning I hear tapping 
inside a dead cherry, and I am surprised when a male Lesser Spotted Woodpecker pops its 
head out of the hole! It shot out, probably even more surprised than me, but flew back in 
when I walked away. The next day there are wood chippings beneath the hole, but I do not 
see the bird again near this hole. A juvenile Goldcrest appeared, but I do not think they 
bred this year as I had heard no singing birds since early April. A Chiffchaff singing was 
presumably a returning bird as they do not breed here. July ends with a brief view of a 
young fox and a small hedgehog, probably a young one. 

AUGUST began with the young Sparrowhawks calling a lot out of their nest, and 
flying between the trees. Two red-eared terrapins are sunning themselves on a branch in 
the pond one morning and several butterflies were about - common blue, red admiral and 
painted lady. A Lesser Spotted Woodpecker turned up again, and one morning a male 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was in one tree while a juvenile Great Spotted Woodpecker 
was in the tree next to it. This was the same day a blue Budgerigar made a dash for 
freedom across the Cemetery. 

By the second week of August the young Sparrowhawks are more confident about 
flying and are starting to chase each other. They sit on the tombstones and then chase 
round low over the tombstones and the ground. August and September are the months 
when summer visitors start to go back through the Cemetery on their way south to warmer 
climes. And on the 9th, my first Willow Warbler turned up on its journey south, singing 
for a little while. A Hobby shot through the trees with prey in its feet as well. 

The third week of August started with a Green Woodpecker calling. It sounded like a 
juvenile, and this is the right time for one to turn up. Will it stay to the end of the year? I 
also see a Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, so that is all 
three woodpeckers here in one morning. I catch a brief view of a fox on the allotments but 
unfortunately the next day there is a dead fox there; I expect I only saw it because it was 
ill. The next day there is more passage. A Yellow Wagtail flew north calling, the first one 
I have seen here this year, and as well as the Willow Warblers, a Chiffchaff turned up. 
This Chiffchaff is making an unusual call, a rather chick-like ‘peep’. But the highlight 
was a Pied Flycatcher which I saw briefly in the sycamores while watching the Chiffchaff 
- these are scarce visitors to London and it 1s the first I have seen here this year. The Green 
Woodpecker continues to call each day, but it is not until the end of the week that I see it. 
It is a juvenile, with very brown streaked underparts; a woman walking her dog tells me 
she saw two together one morning, which may account for how noisy my ‘one’ seemed. 

The last week of August saw Willow Warblers all the time and a Hobby was seen on 
two days. The Sparrowhawks are still chasing over the tombstones, but now they are 
joined by Jays, Carrion Crows and Magpies, who seem to take it in turns to chase or be 
chased. Perhaps all of these are young birds trying out their wings. A Garden Warbler 
appears on one day and another Pied Flycatcher. This one stayed 1n the same area all day 
near the Lodge and when I came back at 17.00 hrs with my son, David, he found a 
Spotted Flycatcher near it. Both of these were hawking for insects from the birch trees 
but the Pied Flycatcher was hovering a lot more than they usually do. 

SEPTEMBER begins with 12 Mistle Thrushes together, perhaps a couple of family 
~ groups. Willow Warblers and at least one Chiffchaff are still around, and a Sand Martin 
flies high south-east one morning. That afternoon I went round for an extra visit and to my 
delight a Kingfisher called and shot from the stream and across the tombstones to the 
pond. This beautiful sight is all too rare here. The next day David 1s leading a London 
Natural History Society trip round the Cemetery, so he and I went round early to check 
what was about. We had glimpses of the Hobby and heard the Kingfisher call too but did 
not see it. A Swallow went south-east, five Yellow Wagtails went high south-west calling 
and a Siskin called too. But the highlight was at the pond where a Wigeon flew up and 
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circled before vanishing west. This is the first one I had ever seen here. The official trip 
round was not quite so exciting but we did see some more Yellow Wagtails and a Blackcap, 
and everyone except me saw a fox. 

In the second week there are more Swallows flying over but all these are going north 
or north-west - the opposite way to home! This continues for the rest of the week and is 
something that seems to happen every year. The Swallows start by going north and only 
later do they move south. Why, I have no idea. Do they do this in other parts of London 
too? Another Hobby drifts through the trees searching for food and a female or immature 
Redstart appears on the allotments. These do not turn up every year and this is the only 
one I see this year. At the end of the week I see a Hobby going low with prey in its feet and 
it seemed to go down into the trees along the stream. I walk along carefully and see 
feathers drifting down. The Hobby 1s sitting on a branch above me plucking feathers from 
the dead bird, which looked like a starling! I watch it for about five minutes before a 
Carrion Crow flies on to the same branch and the Hobby vanishes. These are the best 
views I have ever had of this handsome bird. 

The third week begins with a Kestrel on the ground in Bruce Castle Park eating a 
worm. The Sparrowhawk chases continue, two are circling round the church tower followed 
by three Magpies and one Jay. The Green Woodpecker is still calling and there are more 
Chiffchaffs now. A Meadow Pipit flies south calling, the start of their passage, which 
continues through October too. Some Swallows start to go south now as well, but there are 
still some moving north-east -15 together one morning. The week ends with three Rooks 
flying over going south-east. This is only the third record ever of Rooks here, the first 
since 1993 and the first ever autumn record. A flock of 12 Siskin fly south-east too. 

September ends with more Swallows and more Meadow Pipits going south and House 
Martins joining them. But there is also another Pied Flycatcher. This one is in birches in 
Bruce Castle Park and it 1s the latest record we have ever had. Another small hedgehog is 
around, nuzzling in the leaves by a grave, looking for food. 

OCTOBER opened with more passage of House Martins and Meadow Pipits, and a 
Chiffchaff was still around - again one of those with a chick-like ‘sweep’ cali. The next 
day I heard a Brambling call overhead, moving north-west. Brambling are only rarely 
seen here, but once I got familiar with their ‘tzweek’ call I began to hear them regularly 
overhead in October and November; this one is the first of the year. Not so many birds are 
singing now so a Greenfinch singing briefly in the churchyard is nice. That morning was 
chilly, and when I reached the pond the water was steaming as the sun reached it. The next 
morning Meadow Pipits continued to move through and four Swallows went south too. 
And while these birds were moving south for the winter, the first Redwings of the autumn 
went over, going north-west. This seems a common direction for passage here, perhaps it 
is birds from the continent moving to the west country? The first week of October ended 
with a Redpoll calling as it went south-west overhead, only the second record this year, 
and there was a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker calling in the Park. 

The second week started with more Redwing passage and another Brambling. Two 
Chiffchaffs were together in the churchyard and the Green Woodpecker was calling too. 
The next day more movement as four Mute Swans flew low east. The Redwing passage 
continued for a few days with a Siskin and a couple more Brambling but as well two 
Skylarks flew high north-west calling. These are the first this year, although we usually 
get them passing over in October. By the end of the week one or two Redwings have been 
sitting in the trees. It is nice to see their red flanks and creamy eyestripes again. 

The third week opened with a bang when a Firecrest appeared briefly in an elder bush 
near the pond! I heard it calling first and then got a brief view as it came up in the bush 
~ before it moved off east and stopped calling. Apart from being a very beautiful bird with 
black and white stripes above its eye, this is a real rarity in London and it is the first 
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record here since 1993. It is also the only Firecrest I see anywhere in 1996. A Siskin also 
calls overhead and two Chiffchaffs are chasing on the allotments. Later in the week a 
Stock Dove is in the trees around the pond, the first for some while. 

In the last week of October the first Fieldfares start to move through, all going west. 
There are also odd Siskin, Brambling, Skylark and Meadow Pipits going over, plus another 
Rook. A female Shoveler turns up on the pond joining the Mallard there. 

I miss the last few days of October and the first days of November as I am on holiday 
in Norfolk. So for me NOVEMBER starts on the 4th when I get a sight of the Green 
Woodpecker, rather than just hear it call or see it flying away. Its plumage looks completely 
adult now and seems to have a black moustache so it is probably a female bird. At the 
pond an immature Cormorant is sitting high in a horse chestnut and presumably fishing 
here. They used to fly away as soon as anyone came near but are bolder now. The next day 
two Jackdaws flew high north-east and a few days later a Chiffchaff was calling by the 
allotments, perhaps a wintering bird. Fieldfares moved north-west and another Redpoll, 
and one day there were eight Siskin feeding in the alders at the pond. The second week of 
November was quiet although one morning five Blackbirds flew high north overhead, the 
only sign I have ever seen of possible Blackbird passage. The week ended spectacularly 
with a'Hawfinch sitting at the top of a sycamore near the churchyard. This 1s the first ever 
record for here, and the only Hawfinch I am to see this year, but it soon vanishes south 
through the trees and I do not see it again. 

The third week is also quiet with a Skylark at the end and a Chiffchaff along the 
stream. The last week of November began with five Cormorants sitting in the trees at the 
pond, and a sixth circling overhead. Otherwise it was a week with some Redwing and 
Fieldfare movements, plus a Siskin and a Redpoll. 

DECEMBER began with another Shoveler on the pond, a male still in eclipse plumage. 
On an afternoon walk through Lordship Lane Park, the flock of Canada Geese there flew 
onto the water and began to fly wildly about low over the water and then dive under the 
water. There was lots of splashing about afterwards and presumably they were washing, 
but why they would all want to do this at the same time, and go in for total immersion, | 
have no idea. 

In the second week of December two Shoveler are on the pond all week. One morning 
a fox went west across the graves in the Cemetery being followed by a group of Carrion ~ 
Crows and Magpies. Odd Redwings and Fieldfare are calling overhead and some Meadow 
Pipits went west. After a hard frost one morning the leaves on an oak tree were all dropping 
like raindrops, although there was no wind. Was it the frost that broke their connections to 
the twigs? 

In the third week of December some of the een) trees north of the pond come into 
flower, but the bird life 1s quiet. 

The last week of December started with a brief view of two Goosander going west. 
There are also two Mute Swans on the pond, the Pymmes Park pair, and a single Lapwing 
flew east. There was snow on Christmas Day and the pond began to freeze up, but a male 
Great Spotted Woodpecker drumming at the pond seemed to think spring was in the air. 
By the end of the year, as the cold spell continued, the pond was mostly frozen over and 
the Mute Swans left, but a Siskin was in the alders briefly. The year ended with two 
Sparrowhawks sitting together in a tree. They both looked like females or immatures, 
perhaps they were the young ones? 


P. Lambert, 10 Chandos Road, Tottenham, London, N17 6HN. 
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Book review (...continued from page 211) 


Each site account is very thorough and begins with a complete synopsis of the type 
of habitat present as well, as what sort of groups of birds use it. This is followed by a 
very comprehensive round-up of the ornithological features of the site, as well as where 
particular species might be found at that locality. This section also includes details of 
some of the rare or scarce species that have been found over the years, along with some 
narrative detail - indeed some of the accounts are so thorough that they provide a real 
‘potted history’ for many localities. The species’ accounts are mostly dealt with in 
systematic order. This is followed by a section on timing which highlights the best time 
of year to visit, what is likely to be seen, as well as circumstantial details regarding 
other uses of the site (ie by yachts or fishermen). The book is greatly enhanced by many 
liberally scattered and evocative vignettes by Jan Wilczur. 

A quite lengthy section follows on access and provides detailed accounts of how to 
reach a site by car, road, rail or bus - an essential part of the book given the complexity 
and unique geography of many birdwatching sites in London. Although I am largely 
unfamiliar with the means of reaching many London sites by public transport, it would 
seem that this section is particularly thorough and well researched. Finally, this is followed 
by a seasonal resume which lists the more regular species likely to be encountered on 
visits during any of the four seasons. 

The species index at the back of the book refers readers to the particular site number, 
rather than the page, and I chose at random one of the species from this index to check the 
cross-references - in this case petrel. I discovered a slight anomaly since, although Leach’s 
(and Storm) Petrel are listed, it is actually referred to in the text as Leach’s Storm Petrel; 
this has clearly led to some confusion since three out of four references to Storm Petrel 
(European Storm Petrel in the text) are for Leach’s Petrel. This apart, I could find tittle 
wrong with the very comprehensive index. 

There is no doubt that no serious London birder should be without this indispensible 
guide to the birdwatching sites of the metropolis, indeed it may even encourage lots of 
people to go out and explore many of the lesser known localities. I cannot recommend this 
excellent book more highly. 


Andrew Moon 
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The Breeding Bird Survey 
in London, 1996 


D.A. Coleman 


The Breeding Bird Survey was launched by the BTO, RSPB and JNCC in 1994 to provide 
a measure of the population changes of our common and widespread birds. The survey 
entails making two early morning transect walks across a randomly chosen one-kilometre 
square. By comparing counts of birds made on the same square in successive years, it is 
possible to measure population changes. 

This note covers the BTO’s London region, which corresponds to the 15 ten-kilometre 
squares overlapping the London boroughs. In 1996, 44 surveys were carried out and of 
these 31 were surveyed in 1995, 25 squares have been surveyed in all three years. A total 
of 88 species have been recorded with two new species in 1996: Red-legged Partridge 
and Turtle Dove. 

The population changes of some of London’s birds are shown in Table 1, as well as 
the change found nationally from the BBS. Inclusion in the table was limited to species 
recorded in at least ten ‘paired’ squares, where a paired square was covered in both years 
and the species was recorded in at least one of the years. Swallow and Whitethroat appear 
in the table this year. The highest count of the two visits has been used (or the count for a 
few squares where only one visit was made) as the best estimate of the abundance. 

The concerns mentioned in last year’s report about the stability of the measure of 
change are confirmed. Blue Tit, which showed a statistically significant decline in 1994/ 
- 95 showed a statistically significant increase in 1995/96. It is possible that Blue Tit had a 
good year in 1996 and a poor year in 1995, however, it is also possible that sample size is 
too small to detect any change with confidence. House Sparrow, Starling and Feral Rock 
Dove are the most numerous species counted and so will provide the most reliable estimates. 
None of these species has shown any significant changes. The most numerous species to 
show a significant change is Woodpigeon, which showed an increase in 1996. However, 
this species is often encountered in flocks and so could be affected by a few high counts. 
Blackbird showed a significant decline in 1995 and a small increase in 1996, however, 
the estimates are consistent with a small decline in both years. 

There are fewer differences between London and UK this year; only Robin showed a 
marked difference. Robin showed an increase in London, yet there was a significant decline 
nationally. The 1995/96 winter was the coldest for at least five years, so mortality might 
have been expected to be higher than during milder winters. Feeding conditions in London 
may well be different from the surrounding countryside and enable better survival, other 
small insectivorous species fared better in London than nationally. 
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Table 1. Population changes in numbers of birds between 1995 and 1996 in the BTO’s 
London region compared with the United Kingdom. Changes are statistically 
significant for those species in bold type. 


No. of birds No. of Percentage 
counted paired change 
Squares 

1995 1996 London UK 
Grey Heron 1] 20 17 82 -9 
Canada Goose 36 70 14 94 10 
Mallard 134 116 19 -13 -7 
Kestrel 9 7 12 -22 -6 
Moorhen 13 10 10 -23 -7 
Feral Rock Dove 1128 1168 30 4 -3 
Woodpigeon 571 879. 3] 54 6 
Collared Dove 158 154 Ms -3 1] 
Swift 424 378 29 -1] -19 
Green Woodpecker 12 14 13 17 | 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 14 75 18 50 15 
Swallow ay) 30 13 1] 19 
House Martin 70 62 17 -1] -7 
Wren 212 179 28 -16 -32 
Dunnock 74 86 28 16 -3 
Robin 174 197 30 13 -10 
Blackbird 576 613 3] 6 eZ, 
Song Thrush 104 73 27 -30 2 
Mistle Thrush 48 36 21 -25 -5 
Whitethroat 10 Wp) 12 150 12 
Blackcap 23 24 14 4 -5 
Willow Warbler 10 10 10 0) 0 
Long-tailed Tit 19 14 10 -26 -20 
Blue Tit 225 315 3] 40 15 
Great Tit 107 108 28 | 8 
Jay 28 35 19 dp) 17 
Magpie 246 240 3] -2 2 
Carrion Crow 390 553 3] 42 -| 
Starling 1944 1849 3] -5 -2 
House Sparrow 2103 1889 3] -10 | 
Chaffinch 51 47 13 -§ 8 
Greenfinch 9] 90 23 -| | 


Goldfinch 42 32 14 -24 1] 
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Checklist of Birds of the London Area 


A full checklist of the birds of the London Area has appeared in recent LBRs and we 
intend to keep this going on an annual basis. 

The checklist which follows updates the situation to December 1996, by when the 
total number of species recorded in an apparently wild state in the London Area in 
historic times was 346, of which 333 have been recorded this century. The one addition 
since last year’s publication was the Lesser Scaup at Tyttenhanger GP in April 1996. 

The 13 species marked with a * in the checklist were recorded in the London Area at 
least once prior to 1900 but have not been recorded in an apparently wild state since. 
Several other species on the British list, particularly wildfowl, have been recorded in the 
London Area, but only as known or presumed escapes from captivity. Additions and 
corrections to Osborne (1980) are generally based on the annual London Bird Reports 
(see especially Hardwick & Self 1992 and the editorial introductions to LBRs: 56 and 57) 
and reports in Birding World, British Birds and Ibis. 

The London Area is the area within 20 miles of St Paul’s Cathedral. The species 
numbers in the first column below follow the list in the Surrey Bird Report for 1979 
which were used in the LBR until 1991, except that some species (such as Water Pipit) 
formerly treated as subspecies are distinguished by suffix letters. The second number 


for each species is its EURING species number, as now used in the LBR. 


l 0002 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata LI 
2 0003 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica LI 
3 0004 Great Northern Diver Gavia immer LI] 
6 0007 Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis pal 
7 0009 Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus LI 
8 0010 Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena al 
9 0011 Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus ei 
10 0012 Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis [Be 
12 0020 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis = 
18a 0046 Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus LI 
18b 0046 Mediterranean Shearwater Puffinus yelkouan ED 
19 0048 Little Shearwater Puffinus assimilis [| 
dp) 0052 Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus fe 
23 0055 Leach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa B 
DS 0071 Gannet Sula Bassana el 
26 0072 Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo ied 
Di, 0080 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis LI 
30 0095 Bittern Botaurus stellaris ey 
32 0098 Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus L 
33 0104 Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax a 
35 0108 Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides e] 
36 Olll Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis B 
37 0119 Little Egret Egretta garzetta es 
39 0122 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea | 
AO 0124 Purple Heron Ardea purpurea — = 
4] 0131 Black Stork Ciconia nigra = 
42 0134 White Stork Ciconia ciconia | 
43 0136 Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus eel 























0144 
0152 
0153 
0154 
0157 
0158 
ONS 
0161 
0166 
0167 
0168 
0169 
0170 
0173 
0178 
0179 
0180 
0182 
0184 
0186 
0189 
0191 
0192 
0194 
0196 
0198 
0200 
0202 
0203 
0204 
0205 
0206 
0212 
0213 
0215 
0218 
0220 
0221 
0223 
0225 
0231 
0238 
0239 
0243 
0260 
0261 
0263 
0267 
0269 
0287 
0290 


Spoonbill 

Mute Swan 
Bewick’s Swan 
Whooper Swan 

Bean Goose 
Pink-footed Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Greylag Goose 
Canada Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Brent Goose 
Red-breasted Goose* 
Egyptian Goose 
Shelduck 


Mandarin 


Wigeon 

American Wigeon 
Gadwall 

Teal 

Mallard 

Pintail 

Garganey 
Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Red-crested Pochard 
Pochard 
Ring-necked Duck 
Ferruginous Duck 
Tufted Duck 
Scaup 

Lesser Scaup 
Eider 

Long-tailed Duck 
Common Scoter 
Velvet Scoter 
Goldeneye 

Smew 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Goosander 

Ruddy Duck 
Honey Buzzard 
Black Kite 

Red Kite 
White-tailed Eagle 
Marsh Harrier 
Hen Harrier 
Montagu’s Harrier 
Goshawk 
Sparrowhawk 
Common Buzzard 
Rough-legged Buzzard 


CHECKLIST OF BIRDS OF THE LONDON AREA 


Platalea leucorodia 
Cygnus olor 
Cygnus columbianus 
Cygnus cygnus 
Anser fabalis 
Anser brachyrhynchus 
Anser albifrons 
Anser anser 

Branta canadensis 
Branta leucopsis 
Branta bernicla 
Branta ruficollis 
Alopochen aegyptiacus 
Tadorna tadorna 
Aix galericulata 
Anas penelope 
Anas americana 
Anas strepera 

Anas crecca 

Anas platyrhynchos 
Anas acuta 

Anas querquedula 
Anas discors 

Anas clypeata 
Netta rufina 
Aythya ferina 
Aythya collaris 
Aythya nyroca 
Aythya fuligula 
Aythya marila 
Aythya affinis 
Somateria mollissima 
Clangula hyemalis 
Melanitta nigra 
Melanitta fusca 
Bucephala clangula 
Mergus albellus 
Mergus serrator 
Mergus merganser 
Oxyura jamaicensis 
Pernis apivorus 
Milvus migrans 
Milvus milvus 
Haliaeetus albicilla 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus cyaneus 
Circus pygargus 
Accipiter gentilis 
Accipiter nisus 
Buteo buteo 

Buteo lagopus 
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178 
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0307 
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0318 
0320 
0358 
0367 
0370 
0394 
0407 
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0421 
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0464 
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0509 
0510 
0512 
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Golden Eagle* 
Osprey 

Lesser Kestrel 
Kestrel 

Red-footed Falcon 
Merlin 

Hobby 

Gyrfalcon 

Peregrine 
Red-legged Partridge 
Grey Partridge 

Quail 

Pheasant 

Water Rail 

Spotted Crake 

Little Crake* 
Baillon’s Crake* 
Corncrake 

Moorhen 

Coot 

Crane 

Great Bustard* 
Oystercatcher 
Black-winged Stilt 
Avocet 

Stone-curlew 
Cream-coloured Courser* 
Collared Pratincole 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ringed Plover 
Killdeer 

Kentish Plover 
Dotterel 

American Golden Plover 
Pacific Golden Plover* 
Golden Plover 

Grey Plover 

Sociable Plover 
Lapwing 

Knot 

Sanderling 

Western Sandpiper 
Little Stint 
Temminck’s Stint 
White-rumped Sandpiper 
Baird’s Sandpiper 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Curlew Sandpiper 
Purple Sandpiper 
Dunlin 


Aquila chrysaetos 
Pandion haliaetus 
Falco naumanni 
Falco tinnunculus 
Falco vespertinus 
Falco columbarius 
Falco subbuteo 
Falco rusticolus 
Falco peregrinus 
Alectoris rufa 

Perdix perdix 
Coturnix coturnix 
Phasianus colchicus 
Rallus aquaticus 
Porzana porzana 
Porzana parva 
Porzana pusilla 

Crex crex 

Gallinula chloropus 
Fulica atra 

Grus grus 

Otis tarda 
Haematopus ostralegus 
Himantopus himantopus 
Recurvirostra avosetta 
Burhinus oedicnemus 
Cursorius cursor 
Glareola pratincola 
Charadrius dubius 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Charadrius vociferus 
Charadrius alexandrinus 
Charadrius morinellus 
Pluvialis dominica 
Pluvialis fulva 
Pluvialis apricaria 
Pluvialis squatarola 
Chettusia gregaria 
Vanellus vanellus 
Calidris canutus 
Calidris alba 
Calidris mauri 
Calidris minuta 
Calidris temminckti 
Calidris fuscicollis 
Calidris bairdii 
Calidris melanotos 
Calidris acuminata 
Calidris ferruginea 
Calidris maritima 
Calidris alpina 
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Broad-billed Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper 
Ruff 
Jack Snipe 
Common Snipe 
Great Snipe 
Long-billed Dowitcher 
Woodcock 
Black-tailed Godwit 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Whimbrel 
Curlew 
Spotted Redshank 
Redshank 

Marsh Sandpiper 
Greenshank 
Lesser Yellowlegs 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Green Sandpiper 
Wood Sandpiper 
Common Sandpiper 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Turnstone 
Wilson’s Phalarope 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Grey Phalarope 
Pomarine Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Little Gull 
Sabine’s Gull 
Bonaparte’s Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Common Gull 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Herring Gull 
Iceland Gull 
Glaucous Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Kittiwake 
Gull-billed Tern 
Caspian Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Roseate Tern 
Common Tern 
Arctic Tern 
Bridled Tern 
Sooty Tern 


Limicola falcinellus 
Tryngites subruficollis 
Philomachus pugnax 
Lymnocryptes minimus 
Gallinago gallinago 
Gallinago media 
Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Scolopax rusticola 
Limosa limosa 

Limosa lapponica 
Numenius phaeopus 
Numenius arquata 
Tringa erythropus 
Tringa totanus 

Tringa stagnatilis 
Tringa nebularia 
Tringa flavipes 

Tringa solitaria 

Tringa ochropus 
Tringa glareola 

Actitis hypoleucos 
Actitis macularia 
Arenaria interpres 
Phalaropus tricolor 
Phalaropus lobatus 
Phalaropus fulicaria 
Stercorarius pomarinus 
Stercorarius parasiticus 
Stercorarius longicaudus 
Stercorarius skua 
Larus melanocephalus 
Larus minutus 

Larus sabini 

Larus philadelphia 
Larus ridibundus 
Larus delawarensis 
Larus canus 

Larus fuscus 

Larus argentatus 
Larus glaucoides 
Larus hyperboreus 
Larus marinus 

Rissa tridactyla 

Sterna nilotica 

Sterna caspia 

Sterna sandvicensis 


_ Sterna dougallii 


Sterna hirundo 
Sterna paradisaea 
Sterna anaethetus 
Sterna fuscata 
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Little Tern 
Whiskered Tern 
Black Tern 


White-winged Black Tern 


Guillemot 

Razorbill 

Little Auk 

Puffin 

Pallas’s Sandgrouse 
Rock Dove 

Stock Dove 
Woodpigeon 
Collared Dove 
Turtle Dove 
Rose-ringed Parakeet 
Cuckoo 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Barn Owl 

Scops Owl* 

Snowy Owl 

Little Owl 

Tawny Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
Tengmalm’s Owl* 
Nightjar 

Common Nighthawk 
Swift 

Alpine Swift 
Kingfisher 
Bee-eater 

Roller 

Hoopoe 

Wryneck 

Green Woodpecker 


Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 


Short-toed Lark 
Crested Lark 
Woodlark 

Skylark 

Shore Lark 

Sand Martin 
Swallow 
Red-rumped Swallow 
House Martin 
Richard’s Pipit 
Tawny Pipit 
Olive-backed Pipit 
Tree Pipit 
Meadow Pipit 


Sterna albifrons 
Chlidonias hybridus 
Chlidonias niger 
Chlidonias leucopterus 
Uria aalge 

Alca torda 

Alle alle 

Fratercula arctica 
Syrrhaptes paradoxus 
Columba livia 
Columba oenas 
Columba palumbus 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Streptopelia turtur 
Psittacula krameri 
Cuculus canorus 
Coccyzus americanus 
Tyto alba 

Otus scops 

Nyctea scandiaca 
Athene noctua 

Strix aluco 

Asio otus 

Asio flammeus 
Aegolius funereus 
Caprimulgus europaeus 
Chordeiles minor 
Apus apus 

Apus melba 

Alcedo atthis 

Merops apiaster 
Coracias garrulus 
Upupa epops 

Jynx torquilla 

Picus viridis 
Dendrocopos major 
Dendrocopos minor 


Calandrella brachydactyla 


Galerida cristata 
Lullula arborea 
Alauda arvensis 
Eremophila alpestris 
Riparia riparia 
Hirundo rustica 
Hirundo daurica 
Delichon urbica 
Anthus novaeseelandiae 
Anthus campestris. 
Anthus hodgsoni 
Anthus trivialis 
Anthus pratensis 
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Red-throated Pipit 
Rock Pipit 

Water Pipit 
Yellow Wagtail 
Citrine Wagtail 
Grey Wagtail 

Pied Wagtail 
Waxwing 

Dipper 

Wren 

Dunnock 

Alpine Accentor* 
Robin 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 

Black Redstart 
Redstart 

Whinchat 
Stonechat 
Wheatear 
Black-eared Wheatear 
Desert Wheatear 
Hermit Thrush 
Ring Ouzel 
Blackbird 

Dusky Thrush 
Fieldfare 

Song Thrush 
Redwing 

Mistle Thrush 
Cetti’s Warbler 
Grasshopper Warbler 
Savi’s Warbler 
Aquatic Warbler 
Sedge Warbler 
Marsh Warbler 
Reed Warbler 
Icterine Warbler 
Melodious Warbler 
Dartford Warbler 
Subalpine Warbler 
Sardinian Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Whitethroat 
Garden Warbler 
Blackcap 

Pallas’s Warbler 


Yellow-browed Warbler 


Wood Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
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Anthus cervinus 

Anthus petrosus 

Anthus spinoletta 
Motacilla flava 
Motacilla citreola 
Motacilla cinerea 
Motacilla alba 
Bombycilla garrulus 
Cinclus cinclus 
Troglodytes troglodytes 
Prunella modularis 
Prunella collaris 
Erithacus rubecula 
Luscinia megarhynchos 
Luscinia svecica 
Phoenicurus ochruros 
Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Saxicola rubetra 
Saxicola torquata 
Oenanthe oenanthe 
Oenanthe hispanica 
Oenanthe deserti 
Catharus guttatus 
Turdus torquatus 
Turdus merula 

Turdus naumanni 
Turdus pilaris 

Turdus philomelos 
Turdus iliacus 

Turdus viscivorus 
Cettia cetti 

Locustella naevia 
Locustella luscinioides 
Acrocephalus paludicola 
Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 
Acrocephalus palustris 
Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
Hippolais icterina 
Hippolais polyglotta 
Sylvia undata 

Sylvia cantillans 

Sylvia melanocephala 
Sylvia nisoria 

Sylvia curruca 

Sylvia communis 

Sylvia borin 

Sylvia atricapilla 
Phylloscopus proregulus 
Phylloscopus inornatus 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix 
Phylloscopus collybita 
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Willow Warbler 
Goldcrest 

Firecrest 

Spotted Flycatcher 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Pied Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Long-tailed Tit 
Marsh Tit 

Willow Tit 

Crested Tit 

Coal Tit 

Blue Tit 

Great Tit 

Nuthatch 
Treecreeper 
Short-toed Treecreeper 
Penduline Tit 
Golden Oriole 
Isabelline Shrike 
Red-backed Shrike 
Lesser Grey Shrike 
Great Grey Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike 
Jay 

Magpie 
Nutcracker 
Jackdaw 

Rook 

Carrion Crow 
Raven 

Starling 
Rose-coloured Starling 
House Sparrow 
Tree Sparrow 
Chaffinch 
Brambling 

Serin 

Greenfinch 
Goldfinch 

Siskin 

Linnet 

Twite 

Redpoll 

Arctic Redpoll 
Two-barred Crossbill* 
Common Crossbill 
Parrot Crossbill* 
Common Rosefinch 
Pine Grosbeak* 
Bullfinch 


Phylloscopus trochilus 
Regulus regulus 
Regulus ignicapillus 
Muscicapa striata 
Ficedula parva 
Ficedula hypoleuca 
Panurus biarmicus 
Aegithalos caudatus 
Parus palustris 

Parus montanus 
Parus cristatus 

Parus ater 

Parus caeruleus 
Parus major 

Sitta europaea 
Certhia familiaris 
Certhia brachydactyla 
Remiz pendulinus 
Oriolus oriolus 
Lanius isabellinus 
Lanius collurio 
Lanius minor 

Lanius excubitor 
Lanius senator 
Garrulus glandarius 
Pica pica 

Nucifraga caryocatactes 
Corvus monedula 
Corvus frugilegus 
Corvus corone 
Corvus corax 

Sturnus vulgaris 
Sturnus roseus 

Passer domesticus 
Passer montanus 
Fringilla coelebs 
Fringilla montifringilla 
Serinus serinus 
Carduelis chloris 
Carduelis carduelis 
Carduelis spinus 
Carduelis cannabina 
Carduelis flavirostris 
Carduelis flammea 
Carduelis hornemanni 
Loxia leucoptera 
Loxia curvirostra 
Loxia pytyopsittacus 
Carpodacus erythrinus 
Pinicola enucleator 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
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A470 1717 Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes LI 
493 1847. _—_— Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus LI] 
494 1850 Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis [al 
495 1856 Pine Bunting Emberiza leucocephalos EI 
496 1857. Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella a 
497 1858 — Cirl Bunting Emberiza cirlus GB 
499 1866 Ortolan Emberiza hortulana 

502 1873 —_ Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica a 
503 1874 Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla L 
506 1877 Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus [| 
509 1881 Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala [| 
510 1882 Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra [ 
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The Guide for Contributors of 
Ornithological Records 


All records of ornithological interest, from LNHS members and non-members alike, are 
welcomed by the Society’s Ornithological Records Committee. However, with an ever- 
growing number of active birdwatchers in the London Area (thankfully) it seems sensible 
to issue a guide to our requirements. 

The guide is not intended to be comprehensive and contributors are asked to use 
their own guidance and common sense but it does serve as a reference point for the 
type of records required. For example, with many common breeding species comparative 
yearly breeding counts are especially welcomed. The Records Committee reserves the 
right to request full details for any record, e.g. out of season migrants. A full explanation 
of how to contribute records is contained in each annual London Bird Report. 

This guide does not apply to Inner London where all records are required, but 
similar criteria regarding descriptions should be followed. 


KEY: 

all records. 

full description required (form available from recorders). 

brief notes required (how identified, view, distance etc., form available from 
recorders) 

dated monthly maxima for frequently visited sites and all records from 
elsewhere subject to>n. . 

minimum count required, subject to other categories. 

all breeding records subject to >n. 

all territory counts as well as definite breeding records. 

all records between mid-May and mid-July. 

first and last dates. 

passage flocks and movements. 

all wintering records. 
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Red-throated Diver (A, N) 

Other divers (A, D) 

Little Grebe (MM, >5, B) 

Great Crested Grebe (MM, >5, B) 
Red-necked Grebe (A) 

Slavonian Grebe (A) 
Black-necked Grebe (A) 

All petrels (A, D) 
‘All shearwaters and Fulmar (A, D) 
Gannet (A, N) 

Cormorant (MM, S) 

Shag (A) 

Bittern (A, N) 

Grey Heron (MM, >15, B) 

Little Egret/Purple Heron (A, D) 
White Stork/Spoonbill (A, D) 


Mute Swan (MM, >30, B) 
Bewick’s/Whooper Swans (A, N) 
Bean/Pink-footed Goose (A, D) 
White-fronted Goose (A, N) 
Greylag Goose (MM, B) 
Barnacle Goose (A, N) 

Canada Goose (MM, >200, B) 
Egyptian Goose (A) 

Shelduck (MM, S) 

[Ruddy Shelduck (A)] 
Mandarin (A) 

| Wood Duck (A)] 

Wigeon (A) 

Gadwall (MM, S) 

Teal (MM, S) 

Mallard (MM, >200, B) 


Pintail (A) 

Garganey (A) 

Shoveler (MM, S) 
Red-crested Pochard (A) 
Pochard (MM, >10, S) 
Ferruginous Duck (A, D) 
Ring-necked Duck (A, D) 
Tufted Duck (MM, >20, B) 
Scaup (A, N) 
Eider/Long-tailed Duck (A, N) 
Common Scoter (A) 

Velvet Scoter (A, D) 
Goldeneye (A) 

Smew (A) 

Red-breasted Merganser (A, N) 
Goosander (A) 

Ruddy Duck (A) 

Red Kite (A, D) 

Marsh Harrier (A) 
Hen/Montagu’s Harrier (A, D) 
Goshawk (A, D) 
Sparrowhawk (A) 

Buzzard (A, N) 
Honey/Rough-legged Buzzard (A, D) 
Osprey (A, N) 

Kestrel (>5, B) 

Merlin (A, N) 

Hobby (A) 

Peregrine (A, N) 

All partridges (>5, S) 
Quail (A, D) 

Pheasant (>20, B) 

Water Rail (A) 

Spotted Crake/Corncrake (A, D) 
Moorhen (MM, >20, B>S) 
Coot (MM, >20, B>5) 
Crane (A, D) 
Oystercatcher (A) 

Avocet (A) 

Stone-curlew (A, D) 

Little Ringed Plover (A) 
Ringed Plover (A) 

Kentish Plover (A, D) 
Dotterel (A, D) 

Golden Plover (A) 

Grey Plover (A) 

Lapwing (P, >10, B) 

Knot (A) 

Sanderling (A) 

‘Little Stint (A) 
Temminck’s Stint (A, D) 


Curlew Sandpiper (A) 
Pectoral/Purple Sandpiper (A, D) 
Dunlin (MM, >5, S) 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (A, D) 
Ruff (A) 

Woodcock/Jack Snipe (A) 
Snipe (MM, >3, S) 

All godwits (A) 
Whimbrel/Curlew (A) 

Spotted Redshank (A) 
Redshank (MM, >5, S) 
Greenshank (A) 

Green/Wood Sandpiper (A) 
Common Sandpiper (A) 
Turnstone (A) 


- All phalaropes (A, D) 


All skuas (A, D) 
Mediterranean Gull (A) 

Little Gull (A) 

Sabine’s Gull (A, D) 
Black-headed Gull (MM, >50) 
Ring-billed Gull (A, D) 
Common Gull (MM, >10) 
LBB/Herring Gull (MM, >10, B) 
Iceland/Glaucous Gull (A, D) 
Great Black-backed Gull (MM, >10) 
Kittiwake (A) 

Sandwich Tern (A) 

Roseate Tern (A, D) 

Common Tern (MM, >5, B, F&L) 
Arctic Tern (A) 

Little Tern (A, N) 

Black Tern (A) 

All auks (A, D) 

Feral Rock Dove (>100) 

Stock Dove (>10, B) 
Woodpigeon (>100, B, P) 
Collared Dove (>20, B) 

Turtle Dove (A) 

Ring-necked Parakeet (A) 
Cuckoo (S, P, F&L) 

All owls (A) 

Nightjar (A, N) 

Swift (>50, B, P, F&L) 
Kingfisher (MM, S) 

Bee-eater (A, D) 
Hoopoe/Wryneck (A, D) 

All woodpeckers (MM, T) 
Short-toed Lark (A, D) 
Woodlark/Shore Lark (A,D) 
Skylark (>25, B, P) 


Sand Martin (>20, B, F&L, P) 
Swallow/House Martin (>50,B,F&L P) 
Tawny/Richard’s Pipits (A, D) 
Tree Pipit (A) 

Meadow Pipit (>25, B, P) 

Rock Pipit (A) 

Water Pipit (A) 

Yellow Wagtail (A) 

Grey Wagtail (MM, S) 

Pied Wagtail (>5, B) 

Waxwing (A, N) 

Dipper (A, D) 

Wren (>10, T) 

Dunnock (>10, T) 

Robin (10, P, T) 

Nightingale (A) 

Bluethroat (A, D) 

Black Redstart/Redstart (A) 
Whinchat/Stonechat (A) 
Wheatear (A) 

Ring Ouzel (A) 

Blackbird (>20, P, T) 
Fieldfare/Redwing (>20, F&L, P) 
Song Thrush (>20, P, T) : 
Mistle Thrush (+10, T) 

Cetti’s Warbler (A, D) 
Grasshopper Warbler (A) 
Savi’s/Aquatic Warbler (A, D) 
Sedge/Reed Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Marsh Warbler (A, D) 

Hippolais warblers (A, D) 
Barred Warbler (A, D) 

Dartford Warbler (A, N) 

Lesser Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Whitethroat (>5, F&L, T) 
Garden Warbler (>5, F&L, T) 
Blackcap (+10, F&L, T, W) 
Pallas’s/Yellow-browed Warbler (A, D) 
Wood Warbler (A) 

Chiffchaff (10, F&L, T, W) 
Willow Warbler (>10, F&L, T) 
Goldcrest (>5, T) 


Firecrest (A) 

Spotted Flycatcher (>10, F&L, T) 
Red-breasted Flycatcher (A, D) 
Pied Flycatcher (A) 
Bearded Tit (A, N) 
Long-tailed Tit (>20, T) 
Marsh/Willow Tit (A) 
Coal Tit (+20, T) 
Blue/Great Tit (>20, T) 
Nuthatch (>10, T) 
Treecreeper (>3, T) 
Golden Oriole (A, D) 

All shrikes (A, D) 

Jay (©15, B>S, P) 

Magpie (>15, B>S5) 
Jackdaw/Rook (>20, B) 
Carrion Crow (>50, B>S5) 
Raven (A, D) 

Starling (>500, B>10) 
House Sparrow (>200, B>10) 
Tree Sparrow (A) 
Chaffinch (>50, B>S5, P) 
Brambling (A) 

Serin (A, D) 

Greenfinch (>50, B>5, P) 
Goldfinch (>30, B, P) 
Siskin (>5, S) 

Linnet (>50, B, P) 

Twite (A, D) 

Redpoll (>5, S) 

Crossbill (A) 

Common Rosefinch (A, D) 
Bullfinch (>10, B) 
Hawfinch (A) 

Lapland Bunting (A, D) 
Snow Bunting (A, N) 
Yellowhammer (>10, T) 
Ortolan/Cirl Bunting (A, D) 
Reed Bunting (>10, T, P) 
Little Bunting (A, D) 

Corn Bunting (>5, T) 


In addition to the above, full descriptions are required for all species assessed by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee. Description forms are available from the Editor on 
request. All records of escapes are also welcomed by the Society. All records of hybrids 
and birds showing plumage aberrance are also required. In difficult cases, eg Aythya 
hybrids, supporting notes may be required. 


Sub-species 

All records of sub-species/races are required. In some cases notes are required, eg 
White Wagtail in autumn and races of Yellow Wagtail other than Mf flavissima. In 
many other instances notes may not be required but in difficult cases please provide 
your reasons for assigning the record to a particular sub-species/race. Such cases could 
be: 


Yellow-legged Herring Gull 
Greenland Wheatear 

Races of Chiffchaff 
Northern Willow Warbler 
Hooded Crow 

Mealy Redpoll 

Northern Bullfinch 


Rock Pipit: when given suitable viewing conditions please record which race of Rock 
Pipit you encountered and submit the reasons for your belief. All records of “Scandinavian’ 


Rock Pipit, Anthus petrosus littoralis, in autumn and winter require full descriptions. 


We would like to take this opportunity to thank all contributors for their records - without 
your enthusiastic support we could not produce the annual London Bird Report. 


Andrew Moon, on behalf of the Records Committee, November 1997. 
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FOR THE ONLY COMPLETE SUMMARY OF BIRD NEWS __. 
IN SOUTH EAST ENGLAND PHONE of 


BIRDLINE SOUTH EAST 
0891 700 240 


FEATURING NEWS FROM LONDON, THE HOME COUNTIES, 
ESSEX, HAMPSHIRE, SUSSEX AND KENT 
@ 
FULL DIRECTIONS AND GRID REFERENCES PROVIDED 
@ 
PLEASE PHONE YOUR NEWS AND UPDATES TO THE 
~B.S.E. HOTLINE ON 01426 933 933, AND CONTRIBUTE 
, TOWARDS LOCAL CONSERVATION 
@ 


Calls are charged at 50p/min (inc. VAT) 
B.S.E. PO Box 16, Orpington BR5 3UN 





Notes for Contributors 


The Editor welcomes papers, short notes, photographs and drawings relating to the 
ornithology of the London Area and will be pleased to advise authors on the acceptability 
of material at draft stage if desired. Papers should be submitted not later than the end of 
April if they are to be considered for publication in the same year, but details should be 
given in advance. 


Manuscripts Texts should be submitted on an IBM PC/AT compatible computer diskette 
either in plain ASCII text files or Word Perfect/Microsoft Works/Lotus Symphony word 
processor files. Underlining should be used only for words to be set in italics. 


Style English names of birds require initial capitals except after a hyphen, but group 
names, animals and flowers do not. Scientific names should be underlined for italics, but 
only the first (generic) name should have an initial capital. Their use in the text is optional 
if listed in The British Birds List of Birds of the Western Palearctic. Dates should take the 
form Apr 28th 1992; numbers under 11 should be spelt out in text; fractions should be 
decimalised and, whenever possible, metric equivalents should be given in brackets after 
English measurements. Full points should be omitted from well-known initials, such as 
BTO, LNHS and RSPB, and also from ‘eg’, ‘ie’ and ‘et al’. Quotation marks, if used, 
should be single not double. Any references to publications should be given in full, with 
the name spelt out and underlined for italics. 


References should adopt the following style: 
HARRISON, J., & GRANT, P.J., 1976. The Thames Transformed. London. 


MOON, A.V., 1988. The influx of Sabine’s Gulls and other Seabirds in October 1987. 
Lond. Bird Rep. 52: 121-132. 


Illustrations Figures and graphs in papers are welcomed. Artwork should not be prepared 
until size of reproduction is known and the Editor has been consulted. 


Photographs Prints must allow sufficient background for masking and block-making. If 
sent by post they must be packed in a board-backed envelope or otherwise protected to 
prevent damage. 


Proofs Authors of papers and short notes will be sent proofs, if requested, but only 
printers’ mistakes may be changed at this stage. 


Reprints Up to 25 free reprints of papers (but not short notes or reviews) are provided if 
ordered by authors in advance. Larger quantities are charged at cost. 


All material for publication should be submitted to the Editor, Andrew V. Moon, 46 
Highfield Way, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 2PR (telephone 01923 711927). 
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